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Jo vis, 3° die Mail, 1838. 



Ordered, That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the Laws and Regulations 
which affect the Trade of Pawnbroking in Ireland, and their practical operation ; and to 
report to The House whether any, and what, alterations may be advantageously adopted 
therein. 



Veneris, 4° die Mali, 1838. 

And a Committee is nominated of — 



Lord Viscount Clements. 
Lord Viscount Morpeth. 
Mr. Emerson Tennent. 

M r. Hutton. 

Mr. John Young. 

Mr. Ponsonby. 

Mr. Lucas. 

Mr. Beamish. 



Mr. Corry. 

Mr. Redington. 
Captain Meynell. 

Mr. William Roche. 
Lord Viscount Adare. 
Sir Montagu Chapman. 
Sir William Somerville. 



Ordered, That the said Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers and Records. 
Ordered, That Five be the Quorum of the said Committee. 



Luna, 7° die Mali, 1.838. 

Ordered, That the Returns relating to Pawnbrokers, presented on the 28th of April last 
be referred to the Committee. * 



Veneris, 25° die Mali, 1838. 

Ordered, Tut,? the Petitions of Matthew Barrington, presented on the 12th December, 
of Clothes Brokers of Limerick and of Pawnbrokers of Limerick, presented on the 11 th April 
be referred to the Committee. ’ 



Veneris, 3° die Augusti, 1838. 

Ordered, That the Committee have power to report the Minutes 
before them to The House. 



of the Evidence taken 
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R E P O R T. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the Laws and 
Regulations which affect the Trade of Pawnbroking in Ireland, and 
their practical Operation ; and to report to The House whether any and 
what Alterations may be advantageously adopted therein; and to whom 
several Petitions were referred ; and who were empowered to report the 

Minutes of Evidence taken before them to The House ; Have 

considered the matters to them referred, and have agreed to the following 
REPORT : — 



Y OUR COMMITTEE conceive that there exists a necessity for placing 
the business of Pawnbroking under some legal restrictions, which may 
be classed under two separate heads. The first of these relates to the prevention 
of theft and the recovery of stolen goods ; the second refers to the desirableness 
of affording a cheap, prompt and efficacious mode of redress to those poor persons 
who have parted with their property in pledge, under certain conditions, in 
order to raise money, and who may be aggrieved by the non-execution of the 
several engagements under which it was given. 

Although Your Committee have considered the former branch of inquiry 
attentively, they have not thought it necessary to take much evidence thereon ; 
as that interesting subject may probably be more fully and more advantageously 
investigated by the improved police of the larger towns, than by a Committee of 
the House of Commons. 

Nor have they thought it desirable to seek for much evidence as to detailed 
cases of hardship which might be brought forward, in which poor persons may 
have been defrauded by Pawnbrokers. Each individual case of that kind which 
might be stated must be thoroughly investigated before it could be considered as 
established ; and after it had been proved, at a considerable sacrifice of time and 
expense, it would probably be alleged to be but a solitary instance of misconduct, 
which ought not to prejudice the general character of the whole trade. 

But so much attention has been directed latterly in Ireland to the general 
inefficiency of the law, to the open neglect of its provisions, to the disreputable 
character of many persons engaged in the trade, and to the hardships with which 
they treat the poor persons who have placed themselves in their power, that 
Your Committee have wished to confine their attention more closely to a con- 
sideration of the Acts by which the business of Pawnbrokers is regulated in that 
part' of the kingdom, and to the general practice of the trade which has arisen, 
under these Acts. And in doing this they have sought for evidence from among 
the Pawnbrokers themselves, which will be found in the Appendix to this Report, 
and which proves, in the opinion of Your Committee, from their own statements, 
how desirable it is that the laws affecting them should be speedily amended. 
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The object of the law, as between the Pawnbroker and the Pledger, seems to 
be similar in England and in Ireland, and may be stated shortly as follows : — 

1 . To insure to the Pledger a ticket or duplicate, which will identify his 
property. 

2. To vest the property of the pledge in the person producing the 
duplicate. 

3. To enable the Pawnbroker to make a specified and limited charge for 
the duplicate, and to demand a certain maximum scale of interest when the 
goods are released, in lieu of all other charges for warehousing, risk of loss 
&c., which rate of interest varies according to the sum lent, and which is 
proportionally higher on small than on large sums. (It must be observed, 
however, that the scale of interest, as authorized by the Irish Pawnbrokers’ 
Act, is much higher than that which is allowed in England.) 

4. The Pawnbroker is further allowed to realize the principal sum lent 
and the interest due thereon, by the sale of the pledge at the expiration of 
a certain period, if the goods be not previously redeemed. 

5. Certain regulations are enacted to compel the Pawnbroker to refund 
to the Pledger any overplus which the unredeemed pledge may have realized 
on sale, after he has deducted the charge which is due to him on the goods ; 
as it was not in the contemplation of the Legislature, either in England or 
in Ireland, that the goods should become the absolute property of the 
Pawnbroker when forfeited. 

In enumerating the evils which have arisen from the inadequacy of the 
present law to enforce its own provisions, it must be stated that they are not 
equally apparent in every town in Ireland ; nor is every Pawnbroker to be con- 
sidered equally culpable for his non-compliance with the terms of the Acts. 

If the law prescribe certain regulations respecting the hours ot doing busi- 
ness, the rate of interest, the sale of forfeited pledges, &c. ; and if the mode of 
enforcing compliance with these regulations be insufficient to obtain the desired 
object, the wilful violators of the law are able to make profits by that violation, 
which may compel the remainder of the trade, in certain districts, gradually to 
adopt similar evasions ; and it is probable, also, that the notorious evasions of 
the law must prevent many respectable people from entering the trade and expos- 
ing themselves to the risk and obloquy attendant upon such practices, though 
the character of such persons, if they were to undertake the business, would be 
the best safeguard of the interest of their poor customers. 

It has been principally owing to Mr. Matthew Barrington, of Limerick, that 
the subject of pawnbroking has attracted the attention which is at present 
directed towards it in Ireland. 

That gentleman, whose family is well known for the benevolent interest they 
take m the condition of the poor, has put hi m self to very considerable trouble 
and expense, with the laudable motive of endeavouring to rectify what he con- 
sidered a serious grievance to the poor. After sending over persons to study 
the practical operation of the French system of pawnbroking at the Mont de 
Fiete at Paris, he has established an institution of a. somewhat similar nature at 
Limerick, where the charges are lower than those usually made in Ireland, and 
where the^ profits (if any) are to be devoted to the support of an hospital founded 

The evidence relating to this institution, contained in the Appendix, will be 
foimd of a most interesting character. Too much praise cannot be given to its 
philanthropic founder for the zeal, labour, time and expense which he has 
devoted to the thankless task of opposing the existing system of the Pawn- 
brokers ; and though Your Committee have not adopted Mr. Barrington’s views 
on many of the points connected with the subject, .as detailed in his evidence and 
,in his petition, they have derived most valuable information and assistance from 
that gentleman, as well as from Mr. Douglas, the secretary, and from Mr. Haynes, 
the able manager of his establishment. 

An 



Object of the 
existing Law in 
England and in 
Ireland. 
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An explanation of the principal defects of the present law will be best made Defects of the Law. 
by considering them separately under the following heads : — 

1. The imperfect description of Books kept by the Pawnbrokers, and by ’460. 

the Auctioneers of forfeited Pledges. I3o, 2 

2. The insufficiency of the present Duplicates. 228, ct seq. 

3. The high rate of Interest, and the Overcharge above that which is ^3> * seq. 

allowed by law. 939’ e t seq. 

4. The insufficiency of the present Notices of Sale of forfeited Pledges, *\ e L seq ’ 
and the very unsatisfactory nature of the Sale, as far as the interests of the g05) f t \ eq 
Pledger are concerned. 

5. The difficulty which the Pledger finds in recovering any Overplus 3o6, d seq. 
which may be obtained on the Sale, after satisfying the lawful charges of %et 7 eq. 
the Pawnbroker. 



6. The evasion of the Penalties, and the inutility of the present system of 
giving Security. 

7. The absence of any Inspection or Control. 

1. The imperfect description of Books kept by Pawnbrokers , and by the Auctioneers 
of forfeited Pledges. 



]8, et seq. 
330, et seq. 
894, el seq. 
225a, el seq. 
1 37, el seq. 
332, et seq. 



The disputes which arise between the Pawnbroker and the Pledger relate 
generally to an overcharge of interest ; to the loss, identity or damage of the 
pledge ; or to the pledge being sold before the stipulated time for releasing is 
expired. To give a satisfactory decision on these points, the Magistrate must 
order the Pawnbroker to produce his books ; but these are kept in such a very 
unsatisfactory manner, and the entries are frequently so unintelligible that they a 12. 

afford no sufficient information except to the person who has written them, and 
seem to be never altogether sufficient as a record of the transaction. 

Again, if the duplicate should be lost, the owner is allowed by law to make 
affidavit of the fact to prove his property in the goods to the satisfaction of the 
Magistrate, and to obtain a fresh duplicate wherewith he can release lus pledge. 

If this should be done for the purpose of fraud, a fresh set of questions comes to 
be tried whenever the holder of the lost duplicate appears to claim the property, 
none of which can be satisfactorily decided unless the original record of the 
transaction should be both legible and sufficient. A general power given to 
Magistrates to order the production of books, which may be purposely kept m 
an insufficient manner, is of very little avail. 

Again, the time of redemption may have expired, but the goods may not have 
been sold, — or if sold, a surplus may have been realized, in neither case can 
correct information be insured unless reference is made to the Auctioneer, 
whose books should be kept in such a manner as to enable him at once to cor- 
roborate or to refute the assertion of the Pawnbroker. I he evidence shows 
that many of the Pawnbrokers at Belfast send their forfeited goods to public 
auction, where each lot is sold separately, and where the number on the duplicate 
is usually marked in the Auctioneer’s sale-book, so that each lot so marked can 
be identified by the Pledger ; but in Dublin this necessary information is never 
afforded by the Auctioneer’s sale-book, which constitutes no check whatever 
upon the Pawnbrokers ; while in Cork and the other towns of Ireland, as far as 
the evidence goes, there seems to be no sale-book kept by the Auctioneer for 
public inspection. 

It is almost needless to remark what an important document the Pawn- Stolen Goods, 
brokers’ day-book would become in tracing stolen goods, if the officers of police 
could examine it with confidence as containing a true catalogue of their rmis- 
actions ; and if the Pawnbrokers were made amenable for taking m goods wi ou 
entry, or with a wrong or illegible description. . . 
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2. The insufficiency of the present Duplicates. 

The duplicates given by the Pawnbroker at present contain usually his name 
and address in print, to which is added in writing the number put upon the 
goods in the ware-room, and the date of the pledging, together with an abbre- 
viated description of the goods, and the sum lent thereon ; but exception is very 
127, et seq., 228, justly taken in the evidence to the inadequate size of the paper given, which 
22 9- 675- renders it very liable to be lost. 

The loss of the duplicate, owing to its insufficient size, though apparently a 
very trifling matter, must of necessity lead to the greatest irregularities and 
hardships. 

And if several articles pawned together, there cannot be room in such 
very small compass to specify separately each of the articles pawned, which are 
frequently entered as “ Sundries.” 

The duplicates contain no information as to the charge for interest which will 
be incurred, nor is this at present required by law. They sometimes contain a 
general notice to the Pledger, in print, that the pledge will be sold at the expira- 
tion of six, nine or twelve months, if not sooner redeemed. This notice, how- 
ever, is not binding upon the Pawnbroker; and it is looked upon by both 
parties only in the light of a general caution, not as a peremptory notice. 
The unredeemed pledges are often kept much longer than the specified time, 
according to the convenience of the Pawnbroker, or as the best season for dis- 
posing of them to advantage may arrive. 

When the duplicate is brought back to the shop, and when the pledge is 
1126. released, the duplicate is often immediately destroyed by the Irish Pawnbroker, 
in order effectually to prevent its getting into the hands of any other per- 
son. This practice is obviously wrong, for, if the duplicate should previously 
have got into the hands of an improper person, if the goods have been released 
by him, and if the Pawnbroker should be summoned before the magistrate by the 
rightful owner to answer for his refusal to give a fresh ticket, the production of 
the original duplicate constitutes the only satisfactory proof of the truth of the 
Pawnbroker’s assertion, that the goods have been already released. In England 
the Pawnbrokers are compelled, accordingly, to preserve the duplicates of all 
released pledges for one year. 

Much attention has been excited in Ireland to the legal charge of 1 d. for every 
duplicate given by the Pawnbroker on loans of small sums, and the extravagant 
profit which is supposed to be made by this branch of the business has occasioned 
considerable discussion in the public newspapers ; but it should be borne in mind, 
that the receipt and delivery of each pledge occasions a certain portion of work, 
which neither varies with the time which the pledge remains in store, nor with 
the amount of the sum lent. The examination and valuation of the goods ; 
bargaining with the pledgers who may come to the counter; writing out the 
duplicate ; entering the same in the day-book ; copying and affixing the label ; 
carrying the goods to the store-room ; seeking them out when released ; carry- 
ing them, down and delivering them to the pledger ; are operations which may 
not materially vary in different transactions, and which, if properly and honestly 
performed, and if the duplicate be sufficient for the purpose for which it is 
designed, may be properly repaid by a separate and fixed charge. 

In England the law permits no charge for duplicates on loans under 5 s. ; but 
there seems no sufficient reason for this restriction, as some payment for the 
labour above detailed must be required, and it would appear equitable that the 
charge should be made, and the profit should arise bond fide upon each trans- 
action in proportion to the service rendered. 

At the Mont de Piete at Limerick, no charge is made for the duplicate; but 
Mr. Barrington states that the interest of \d., which is all that is received for 
loan of 1 5. lid., when the pledge remains in the establishment one month, is 
not sufficient to remunerate the labour required in passing it through the books. 
Tins seems strongly to prove the advantage of charging some unvarying sum 

upon 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON PAWNBROKERS (IRELAND). 



vii 

upon the duplicate ; nor does there appear any good reason for charging for 
duplicates, as in England, -when the loan amounts to 5 s., which does not equally 
apply to loans of smaller sums. 

The present Act entitles the Pawnbroker to increase his charge for duplicates, 
from 1 d. to 4 d., according to the amount lent ; there seems to be no sufficient 
reason for charging more for the duplicate in a large than in a small loan. 

3. The high scale of Pawnbrokers’ Interest , and the Overcharge above the rate 
which is allowed by law. 

Before entering into any statements of the law and practice under this head, it 
may be desirable to advert slightly to some of the considerations which must 
determine the profits derivable from the interest taken by Pawnbrokers. 

1 . The amount of capital which can be profitably invested in small loans, 
must be liable in some towns to very great fluctuations. In Ireland the 
loans are eagerly sought for in summer, when provisions are scarce, the 
redemptions being more numerous in winter when prices are low, and when 
the Pawnbroker has much of his capital consequently thrown upon his 
hands ; but, independently of these fluctuations, there must constantly be a 
very considerable amount of a Pawnbroker’s capital lying idle in his drawers, 
and the moment when it may be returned to him does not admit of being 
accurately calculated ; so that, from these considerations alone, in order to 
insure a profit, the interest of the capital, while actually employed, must 
necessarily be higher than on ordinary loans, and the absence of these con- 
siderations has produced on the part of many theoretical reasoners very 
fallacious calculations and conclusions. It will also be remembered that 
the charge of interest includes also the cost of warehousing, which must and 
should vary according to the time during which the goods are kept. 

2. The superintendence and supervision required is unusually minute ; 
and as the wants of a small circle must limit the amount of capital employed 
in one shop, it becomes necessary, in order to invest a larger sum in the 
business (where no monopoly is created by law), to open several different 
shops, in different quarters of a town, whereby the inspection becomes still 
more complicated and difficult, which counterbalances the advantages 
usually derived from increased capital. Add to tins the many annoyances to 
winch a Pawnbroker is subject from the nature of his business, and it will 
not be supposed that a very wealthy class of tradesmen are likely to engage 
in the trade, or that very large capitals can be advantageously brought to 
bear on the current rate of charges, in order to reduce them. 

3. But the principal and most difficult consideration, in calculating the 
amount of profit derivable from the high rate of Pawnbrokers’ interest, con- 
sists in the risk which the Pawnbroker incurs in the sale of those pledges 
which remain in his hands unredeemed. They almost always deteriorate 
considerably in value while in his possession ; and too large a sum is often 
advanced upon them ; in either case the loss he thus incurs must be set 
against the profit which he makes on those articles which are released. 

In order to obtain the full profit which the Pawnbrokers are supposed to make, 
the sum advanced on each individual pledge should be considerably below the 
saleable value of the article ; so that if it should become forfeited, at the expi- 
ration of a given time, the Pawnbroker may realize at the sale the full amount 
of the debt and charges due to Mm thereon. 

At the period of the sale, the original debt has become larger, but the value of 
the goods has usually become less than when they came into his hands. Those 
forfeited pledges which sell for more than the debt, are supposed to yield lum no 
extra profit, as the overplus in that case ought, by law and by right, to accrue 
to the Pledger,— whereas the loss (if any be incurred) must fall on the Pawn- 
broker. But it is evident that, where a brisk competition for business exists, the 
Pawnbrokers will, in many instances, speculate upon the redemption of the 
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article ; and provided the sum lent be below the value which the goods bear to 
the owner, the Pawnbroker, expecting them to be redeemed, will run the risk of a 
loss of profit, or even of a loss of some portion of principal on the sale of his un- 
redeemed pledges, in order to obtain the profit which is derived upon those which 
are released. Each Pawnbroker endeavours to obtain business by advancin'* 
more liberally than his competitor upon the articles offered to him. 

If the rate of interest be low, the Pawnbroker must endeavour to secure the 
full amount of profit which that interest will permit, upon every single transaction 
which he undertakes, and must limit his loans to such a proportion of the value 
of each pledge as will insure his full profit, whether the goods be released or 
forfeited. 



Whereas, if the scale of interest be high, the competition of the different members 
of the trade to obtain business, and to invest their capital, will impel them to 
speculate by granting loans more nearly approaching to the full value of the 
pledge ; in which case, they calculate that the high rate of interest on the releas- 
ing will afford a profit sufficient to counterbalance their unprofitable advances 
on unredeemed pledges. 

If a strict monopoly could be insured to one pawnbroking establishment, as 
in the continental cities, and if no competition for business existed amongthe 
different offices, a very high rate of profit might be realized from the Irish scale 
of Pawnbrokers’ interest ; but when the trade is open, the higher the proposed 
scale of profit, the greater will be the competition to obtain it ; the relative pro- 
portion of the loan to the value of the pledge must advance accordingly, and the 
greater must be the losses by unredeemed pledges and imprudent advances ; so 
that the net profit of the whole business may be low, notwithstanding an appa- 
rently exorbitant scale of interest. 



On the other hand, if the scale of interest be so low as only to cover a very 
low proportion of risk on the sale of forfeited pledges, the Pledgers must be re- 
quired to part with a much larger amount of their property than would other- 
wise be demanded from them, in order to obtain the advance they require, 
—which inconvenience must be deemed in a great degree to counterbalance the 
advantage which they derive from a low charge of interest ; one class of bor- 
rowers may be conceived to prefer paying a large rate of interest on their loan, 
and pledgmg a small amount of property ; while others may be supposed 
willing to part for a time with a considerable amount of security, in order to 
obtain the accommodation they desire at a low rate of charge. 



Under these circumstances it may be regretted that the Legislature should be 
required to determine, a priori, what maximum rate of charge would he sufficient 
to cover these fluctuating risks, and many arguments might be adduced to throw 
a doubt upon the abstract policy of interfering by law to regulate the precise 
scale. But, wuthout entering into so large a question at present, Your Committee 
conceive, they may take it for granted, that public opinion requires some legal 
limit to be fixed to Pawnbrokers’ interest; and the next question for consider, 
ation should be, what scale is likely to afford most satisfactory results. 



The high rate of interest permitted in Ireland seems to induce the Pawnbrokers 
m that country to speculate usually upon the redemption ; and they state in their 
evidence, that they lose very considerably by the average of their sales of 
forfeited pledges ; which, from the circumstances above adverted to, can easily 
be believed. This, m itself, seems to constitute a considerable grievance to their 
customers ; for it must be remarked, that those who pay their debt punctually, 
have to pay for the loss incurred upon those who do not ; and the rapid 
accumulation of a very high interest, after the first month, makes the debt mount 
up to such a sum as soon renders the redemption impossible to the poor man, 
who must always consider himself injured if he be unable to redeem, even though 
the Pawnbroker be ultimately a loser also. 



It will be found in the evidence, that the scale of interest charged in some 
towns is much higher than is required mothers; the Irish Act, for instance, 
gives \ d. interest per month for every sum not exceeding 2 5 ., and 1 d. per month 
for every sum above 2 s., and not exceeding 4s. ; but in Dublin, Cork and many 

other 
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other places, the charge made for 2s. is 1 d., and for 4 s. is 1 \d., and so on ; while 
at limerick, Belfast and other towns, the legal scale is adhered to hy the Pawn- 
brokers. The overcharge is justified by those who make it, on the plea that 
they are allowed to charge 1 cl. for the duplicate at the time of granting the loan ; 
and they consider, therefore, that they lend 2s. Id. or 4s. 1 d., when they, in 
reality, only advance 2s. or 4s. in cash. 

It is also admitted that in the City of Dublin the Pawnbrokers are accustomed 
to exact interest for loans below. 1 s., though the charge on such transactions 
seems to be strictly limited by law to 1 d. for the duplicate, without any interest, 
and though none is demanded in the other towns of Ireland. 

It will be seen by a paper sent from the Pawnbrokers of Cork to the Members 
for that City, and printed in the Appendix, that they are not a wealthy class ; 
and though numerous, they do not seem to have accumulated or vested a large 
capital in the business ; this evidence, as far as it goes, would lead Your Com- 
mittee to suppose that the net profits derived by the Pawnbrokers in Cork are 
not higher than those which are made at Belfast, where the interest charged 
is so much lower, where the goods are sold much more regularly by public 
auction, and where the overplus is said to be much more frequently returned to 
the Pledgers. 

If this be the fact, it would tend to corroborate the truth of the hypothesis, 
that a high scale of interest does not insure a correspondingly high scale of 
net profit. 

The Act directs that a table of interest should be hung up in every Pawn- 
broker’s shop. This regulation seems to be rarely complied with. 

4. The insufficiency of the present Notices of Sale of foifeited Pledges, and the 
very unsatisfactory nature of the Sale, as far as the interests of the Pledgers 
arc concerned. 

As the law considers that the property of a forfeited pledge remains in the 
original owner, and as he is supposed to have a title to the overplus after sale, it 
attempts to provide means to secure his right therein. And minute directions 
are given, — 1st., To ensure that all such goods shall be sold by auction only; 
2d., That a monopoly of such sales should be given to certain Auctioneers 
specially appointed to conduct them ; and 3dly, That a notice of the sale of all 
unredeemed pledges should be served upon the owners by the Pawnbroker in 
country towns, and by the City Marshal in Dublin. But as they may not be 
found at their residences, the notice in that event is to be posted “ in a proper 
manner, on the Market or Court House,” and the sale is to be publicly advertized. 
The law, however, does not direct that any specific day should be stated in the 
notice whereon the sale will certainly occur, and whereon the owner may attend 
in order to watch the proceeding ; nor is the place of sale specified ; neither does 
it stipulate that the goods should be sold within a certain time, or within a 
certain distance. The notice required by the present law, therefore, even if duly 
given, could only be useful as reminding the owner that he must come for- 
ward to redeem forthwith. The sale may be indefinitely- postponed after the 
notice, and the interest may still be allowed to accumulate to the disadvantage 
of the pledger, though he has already given up all hopes of redeeming, and may 
wish to attend the sale in order to claim the overplus. 

The evidence shows that these provisions of the Acts, with respect to notice, 
are constantly neglected. 

With respect to the sale itself, the provisions of the law are all habitually violated, 
and it is admitted that a great proportion of the forfeited pledges are sold by 
private contract, without ever passing through an auction room, and that the 
Auctioneers employed (excepting in Dublin and Belfast) are not appointed in the 
way directed by the Act, and do not give the required security for the due per- 
formance of their duties. 

In the Excise district of Mallow, it appears in evidence that there are three 
towns in which licensed Pawnbrokers are established, where no auction duty 
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whatever has been paid ; and in the 1 1 towns comprehended within that district, 
containing 22 pawnbrokers, the whole auction duty collected last year amounted 
only to £. 40 . 1 . 6. Your Committee believe that similar evidence may be 
obtained from the other Excise districts in Ireland, tending to show how rarely 
the forfeited goods are brought to any regular auction. Even in Belfast, where 
the more respectable members of the trade are said to send their forfeited goods 
regularly to the auction room, there is no check by which we can be assured that 
the pledges, upon which the sum advanced is lowest in proportion to its intrinsic 
value, and the profit on sale highest, may not be purposely kept away from 
1717. public sale, as there are numbers of forfeited pledges sold at Belfast by private 

contract. 

In Dublin, as in many other towns, a great many of the goods are sold by 
auction ; in Galway they are sold by auction on the Pawnbrokers’ premises ; 
and in Cork they are sold by an inferior description of Auctioneer, who does the 
duty for a fixed payment of 65. a day. But the goods are often put up in lots 
together, so that several different pledges are sold at once ; the number of the 
article as pledged is frequently not given ; and the whole mode of conducting the 
transaction shows clearly that the interest of the Pawnbroker alone is thought of 
in the arrangement. 

It would appear that the most usual practice of Pawnbrokers in Ireland, is to 
invest nearly the whole amount of their capital in loans, and they do not deal 
largely, as in England, in second-hand goods, consequently some sort of public 
sale is often desired by the trade themselves, in order to convert their forfeited 
l8 3°- pledges into cash. Sometimes the goods are sold in lots by wholesale to other 

dealers, and sometimes they are sold by retail in disregard of the penalties of 
the law. 

The very unsatisfactory mode of conducting the sales in Dublin has already 
been fully described in the Report of the Commissioners of Municipal Inquiry, 
an extract from which has been reprinted, and will be found in the Appendix to 
this Report. The additional evidence taken on the subject, before this Com- 
mittee, is quite sufficient to prove the urgent necessity of a total reform of the 
system in Dublin. 

5 . The difficulty which the Pledger finds in recovering any Overplus which may 
be obtained on the Sale of his Goods, after satisfying the lawful Charges of 
the Pawnbroker. 

\ 

There is considerable difference in the means which are proposed by the law 
in England and in Ireland, for enforcing restitution to the original owner of 
any overplus which may be realized on the sale of forfeited pledges. In 
England the law exempts all goods pledged for any sum below 10 s. from the 
operation of the enactment ; and such goods, when forfeited, become by law the 
absolute property of the Pawnbroker. But all goods pledged for a sum above 
that value, may only be sold by public auction ; and the Pawnbroker is bound 
to keep a book of such sales, and to account with the owners, on demand, for 
the overplus which they may fetch, after his debt and the reasonable expenses 
„ 0 g. . 0 G ..r sa -' e are deducted. The section of the Act which relates to this matter, 
c. 99, see. 30. ' ho . weve 1 r > seem8 so very insufficient for the object in view, that the equitable 

principle contained in it has, probably, never proved really advantageous to the 
pubhc in any large class of cases. 

In Ireland, the Legislature has created a much more minute machinery, as 
above described, to obtain the restitution of the overplus after forfeiture, and no 
goods, of whatever value, are exempted from the provisions of the Act. 

Yet these precautions are taken in a manner which is, and must be, insuffi- 
cient to obtain the object desired. 

dSu&rirttoL' 11 is obvious that such formalities, even though the ultimate object be evaded, 
must operate to a considerable extent as a restriction on the trade, which 
cannot be justified unless the equitable intention of the Legislature should be 
attained. 

The 
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The effect of such restrictions must of necessity diminish the value of for- 
feited goods to the Pawnbroker, and must thereby diminish the sum which he 
can afford to advance on the pledges offered to him ; and if the restitution of 
the overplus, after all, he never made, these enactments, which were intended 
for the advantage of the poor Pledgers, become indirectly a source of loss to 
them. 

From what has been already stated, namely, that the goods sold are fre- 
quently not sent to auction, and that the Auctioneer (excepting in Belfast) does 
not keep any book of sales for the inspection of the public, it is clear that the 
Pledgers must be at the mercy of the Pawnbroker, as far as the restitution of 
any overplus is concerned ; and that the former cannot expect in ordinary cases 
to obtain any advantage from that portion of the law, which seems in most 
towns (notwithstanding the conflicting statements contained in the Pawnbrokers’ 
evidence) to be unknown or forgotten. 

It may also be useful to remark here, that so long as the Pawnbroker 
is allowed to keep goods for an indefinite length of time after forfeiture, 
without bringing them to sale, and to charge interest for the whole of 
the time they are kept, the enactments relating to the overplus must be 
perfectly illusive. It is for the Pawnbroker’s advantage to keep his capital 
invested in the pledge, as long as the full amount of his accumulating interest 
can be realized by the sale of the goods ; and if he has no claim to the overplus, 
and can defer the sale during his pleasure, he is not likely to sell them till the 
interest has mounted up to the full value they will probably yield at the auction. 



6. Evasion of the Penalties, and inutility of the present system of giving 
Security. 

There is the most essential difference observable between the English and Irish 
Acts in the mode by which an endeavour is made to obtain compliance with their 
provisions ; in England, the penalties imposed for a contravention of the law are 
payable to the informer, but in Ireland there seems to be a very cumbrous machi- 
nery in order to secure the responsibility of the Pawnbroker, when he renders him- 
self liable to the penalties, and he is required to enter into heavy security (£.1,000 
in Dublin, and £.300 in country towns) for that purpose ; while, if he should be 
convicted, the sum imposed on him as a fine would be payable, under the Acts, 
to the churchwardens, for the use of the poor ; and as the duties of those officers 
have no other connexion, either with the police on the one hand, or with any 
legal relief of the poor on the other, it is almost needless to add, that the 
penalties are not sought for, and that many of the material provisions of the 
law must be frequently evaded with impunity. 

There seems to be no good object attained by requiring Pawnbrokers to give 
security for the due performance of their trust. The existing provisions of the 
Act in this respect will be found, on reference to the evidence, to have been most 
grossly neglected ; but no bad result has been instanced (as far as the interests of 
the public are concerned) in consequence of the neglect of the proper officers in 
taking and renewing the securities. The penalties are small, and it does not 
seem necessary to put a bond of £.300 in suit, in order to obtain payment of the 
fines of £.2, £.5 or £.10 inflicted by the Act, which are leviable by distress. 
Some of the witnesses seem to attach much importance to these securities ; but, 
Your Committee do not see any mode of making them practically useful. 

Cases have been mentioned in evidence, in which Pawnbrokers have left the 
country and disposed fraudulently of the pledges intrusted to their care ; but it 
would be difficult to provide an adequate remedy for such a fraud by taking 
security in this manner beforehand while other precautions may probably be 
taken sufficient to deter persons from committing it. 

7. Absence of any Inspection or Control. 

The species of superintendence over Pawnbrokers, which seems to have been 
contemplated by the Irish Acts, is of a very anomalous description. By the first 
677. b 3 A- Ct 
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Act (26 Geo. III.c. 43), no person was to be permitted to engage in the business 
unless lie was of good and honest repute ; but no further evidence seems to have 
been required of his honesty than the fact of his entering into a bond, himself of 
£.300 and three other securities of £.100 each, conditioned for the discharge of 
all trusts committed to his care, which should be payable to the County-treasurer 
or Town-clerk, and might be recoverable by him on default of the Pawnbroker in 
fulfilling his obligations. The Act further directs that the proper officers should 
give a certificate of the receipt of the bonds, which certificate should be delivered 
to the Marshal of the City of Dublin with a fee of 5 s., who is to register it, and 
enter a fair copy of it in his book. The Act also declares that every Pawnbroker 
shall deliver to the Marshal or Register a return on oath of the number of sums lent 
by him in each month and the gross amount thereof, which return is to be made 
within the next succeeding month after the sums therein mentioned have been 
lent, and that the Register should enter a fair copy of the same in his registry 
books ; for each of which monthly accounts he shall receive 1 s. and no more 
and a true abstract thereof is directed to be placed before Parliament every 
Session. 



The inutility of the security by bond has been already remarked on, and the 
manner in which successive Marshals of the City of Dublin have discharged the 
duties imposed upon them by the Act, will be found by the evidence, and by the 
Report of the Commissioners of Municipal Inquiry, to have been exceedingly 
unsatisfactory. 

The certificates of the registry of the Pawnbrokers’ bonds have not been regu- 
larly required by them ; yet the fees have been raised from 5s. to £. 1 . 

2063 - 2074 . The monthly returns have not been regularly made, nor has any book been 
2361 ft fen. k e pt °* ^ iem ’ lievei 'theless the fees were received and have been even raised in most 

cases to £. 1 per annum, instead of Is. per month, and sometimes to £.30. 

The abstract seems never to have been prepared or placed before Parliament 
since the first year of the enactment. 

The present Marshal states, that he has been more active than his predecessors 
in endeavouring to obtain correct returns from the Pawnbrokers, and correct 
certificates of the registry of their bonds. Nevertheless it will be found, upon 
reference to the evidence, that he has not complied with the clauses of the Acts. 
His book of registry is irregularly kept, and in many cases does not contain the 
names of the Pawnbrokers’ securities. He keeps no book with an entry of the 
returns ; but the documents themselves were produced in original by the 
Marshal, and show that they are not made on oath ; they are not always signed. 
\ . P ersc > n s who send them are not always duly registered as having perfected 
their bonds. The returns are not asked for monthly, but are desired to be sent 
annually, and the fees are sometimes required in advance. 

His explanation concerning the surcharge of fees will be found in the evidence, 
but cannot be considered satisfactory ; some of the witnesses state that the fees 
only were sought for, and that the returns and certificates were but little 
attended to. 



The Marshal also states, that whatever blame may attach to him for the 
manner m which the duties of his office have been performed, applies also to 
his predecessors ; and it would appear from the evidence that the office having 
♦I ? 61 ™ 6 u i Cd - a ? a s P e . cies of smecure > tlle fees have always been collected by 
the Marshal without Ins having exercised any effectual superintendence over the 

Parliinent eiaCted ^ regular com P liance with the provisions of the Act of 

3, y p e .°' if- security required from a Pawnbroker, acting as 
such within the City of Dublin, is raised to £.1,000, and a certificate of fitness is 
b M S n en by ? h t e J ol f e “agnates before he can commence business. If he 
should be convicted of receiving stolen goods by the police, they may disqualify 
him ; but this power of disqualification applies only to Dublin, and appears to 
have been only once put m force. 



There 
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There is the greatest want of a similar provision in the other towns of Ireland. 
The evidence taken before the Commissioners of Poor Inquiry shows that some of 
the Pawnbrokers are in the constant habit of receiving stolen goods, and an 
instance has been mentioned of a Pawnbroker at Belfast, who had been imprisoned 
for receiving stolen goods, but who continued in business notwithstanding, and has 
since opened a second shop. 

There is no power, either in Dublin or elsewhere, of disqualifying a Pawnbroker 
who may have repeatedly violated the most material provisions of the Act. 
His books may be perfectly unintelligible to the Magistrates ; his frauds may be 
repeated ; his shop may be open at improper hours ; his forfeited pledges may be 
sold by private contract, and yet he may continue to take advantage of an Act 
which he disobeys. 



Having thus endeavoured to point out those defects of the law which seem more 
particularly to affect the public, it will be desirable to advert further to some of 
the restrictions which appear to press injuriously upon the persons engaged in the 
trade, and through them upon their customers ; and these are principally, — 

S. The Taxation to which the Trade is liable. 

9. The necessity of keeping Pledges for a certain period specified by Law, 
and, 

10. The Restriction of the Act to Loans not exceeding £. 10. loa1, 2 ° 45 '- 

8 . Taxation to which the Trade is liable. 

1. In England the Pawnbrokers are subject to an annual tax of £. 7. 10. (or in In England. 
London, £. 15.) with an additional sum of £. 5. 15., if they deal in plate or lace. 

In Ireland there is no license required from the Stamp-office ; but the trade is 
subject notwithstanding to very heavy exactions. 

1. The obligation to enter into the bonds above referred to, is a considerable In Ireland, 
inconvenience, and is also attended with expense ; the law endeavours to limit the 
expense to a fee of 65.8 d. for filling the bonds, and 5 s. to the Marshal of the 

City of Dublin for registering the certificate of the officer in whose custody they 
are deposited. But, in practice, the Pawnbrokers have been usually mulcted in a 
much larger sum, and £. 10 seems to be the usual charge for going through this 
simple form. 

2. The fees upon the monthly returns, already alluded to, constitute another 
item of taxation upon every Pawnbroker in Ireland. The returns themselves have 
usually been omitted, but the fee of £. 1 to the Marshal is stated to be the custo- 
mary annual charge in lieu thereof, though some have only paid 12 s. 

3. The Pawnbrokers in the City of Dublin are subject further to an annual tax 
of £. 100 (Irish), towards the support of the local police. 

4. In Dublin they are also compelled to pay a varying fee of 3d. or 4 d. to the 
City Marshal, for serving the notice of the sale of unredeemed pledges ; which 
fees have been compounded by the present Marshal for a fixed payment in 
advance of about £. 6 per annum from each Pawnbroker. 

5. They are likewise compelled in Dublin to employ one of four Auctioneers 
for the sale of their unredeemed pledges, to whom a monopoly of that business 
has been assigned by the Act ; and, as the charges for such sale must consequently 
be considerably higher than they otherwise would be, and as many other minute 
disadvantages occur under such an arrangement, it must be considered as a very 
heavy additional burthen upon the Pawnbrokers, and, through them, upon their 
customers. 

6 . The auction duty must be reckoned as a further charge upon such of the 
trade as comply with the provisions of the Act by bringing their unredeemed 
pledges to public sale. 
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Not complained of It seems at first sight remarkable that no serious complaints of such apparently 
by the Trade. onerous exactions should have been made by the trade itself; but, when it is con- 
sidered that the profits of pawnbroking depend upon the absence of competition 
in the business, it becomes clearly intelligible why those who are already esta- 
blished in the trade should be well pleased to exclude others, by the operation of 
high taxes which a small business or a new shop could not afford to pay. 

The Pawnbrokers of Dublin have testified no anxiety to be relieved from the 
payment of £. 100 for their license ; and the larger traders in the provincial 
towns have volunteered to express their readiness to be subjected to an annual tax 
of £. 50. This is such a very unusual evidence of a desire for taxation, that it 
must of necessity be received with considerable distrust. 

The enormous profit supposed by many people to be derived from the high 
interest charged by Pawnbrokers, was probably the original ground for subjecting 
them to taxation. But attention has not been sufficiently directed to the effect of 
competition in obliging the trade to incur hazards which are to a considerable 
extent an accommodation to the public, which counterbalance their gains, and 
tend to reduce the profits to an ordinary standard. 

When the numbers of the trade are restricted by the effect of taxation, a par- 
tial monopoly is created, which, in proportion as it diminishes the number of 
competitors for business, enables the trade to make smaller and safer advances to 
their customers, and to charge them with a higher rate of interest. 

It is found, accordingly, that some of the charges in Dublin are higher than 
in any of the other towns of Ireland. It is probable, also, that the advances are 
much lower, as it is only by making a more certain profit that the trade could be 
reimbursed for the heavy taxation to which they are specially rendered liable in 
Dublin. 

Thus the profits of the business are not reduced, but are probably increased 
by the indirect effect of a tax which diminishes the number of competitors in 
the trade ; while the accommodation to the poorest class of the community is 
diminished, and the charges are increased. 

It is m this point of view that Your Committee consider that the tax imposed 
upon Pawnbrokers in Dublin must fall, ultimately, as a grievous burthen upon 
those who are obliged by necessity to resort to them for assistance. 



9. Necessity of keeping Pledges for a period specified by Law. 

The Pawnbrokers’ Act in England requires that all goods in pledge, of what- 
ever value should be kept for a period of 12 months, before they shall be 
declared forfeited. In Ireland, goods below the value of 20s. are forfeited at the 
end of six months, below the value of 40 s. nine months, and above that value are 
to be kept 1 2 months. 



There seems to be no sufficient reason for limiting the period in this precise 
manner. I he time required in England seems much too long for the smaller 
class of pledges ; but the difficulty has not been overcome bv the provisions of 
*7® ^ct, —as the object sought by both parties ought to be, that the goods 

should be kept so long as there is a chance of their being redeemed, and so long 
them 316 llke y t0 rCallZe by Sale tbe amount of debt which is due upon 

„ of the ( ir deteriorating in value, though it is greater upon the small 

,™ Se t r a art ' CleS ’ ( ? e P™k ^ u P° n the quality and description of the 
goods, and upon the season m which they are pledged. r 

. Thus woollen goods are said to deteriorate rapidly in value if kept too long ; 
thV V f e t dged nns ’.? nd ™ redeemed . are found to be out of season at 
can be P b™ugMldl^I y “o S? “ be kept much loi « er before the ^ 

• follows that tile Pawnbroker, if bound by law to keep them longer than his 
xntei est would otherwise dictate, must necessarily diminish his loan, in order to 

escape 
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escape some portion of the risk of deterioration, which is a loss both to him and 
to the Pledger ; while the latter may be induced to defer too long the period of exer- 
tion by which he might raise money to redeem his pledge, till at last the amount 
of accumulated interest makes him indifferent about it. Thus both parties are 
ultimately injured, and a certain portion of property wasted, by an attempt to 
enter into minute details in legislation, many of which might be left more advan- 
tageously to the arrangement of the parties interested. 

10. Restriction of the Act to Loans not exceeding £.10. 

The law endeavours to limit the operations of the trade to loans of £. 10 ; and 
loans above that amount are chargeable with six per cent, interest only. But as 
that interest would be insufficient to remunerate the Pawnbroker, the Act may 
be evaded by dividing a larger sum into several different loans of £. 10, and giving 
several duplicates thereon as if they represented different transactions, or by the 
borrower giving up the property altogether without receiving a duplicate, and 
trusting to the honour and good faith of the Pawnbroker to return it to him 
upon re-payment of the loan and the interest which may have been agreed on. 

Thus the borrower suffers additional risk, or pays a higher rate of interest 
than would otherwise be required of him, if the transaction were recognized by 
law ; while the Pawnbroker may find a difficulty in bringing the goods so pledged, 
if unredeemed, to a legal sale. 



In considering the remedies which might most appropriately be recommended 
to the several defects in the law and practice of the trade above enumerated, 

Your Committee will adhere to the same classification which has been attempted 
in describing them. 

1 . Pawnbrokers’ and Auctioneers ’ Books. 

It is desirable that a schedule should be introduced into the Act which Amendments 
regulates the trade, describing the precise amount of information required from suggeste • 
the Pawnbrokers’ books. Unless a certain degree of uniformity in this respect 
be obtained, it is impossible for Magistrates to decide in a satisfactory manner on 
the cases which may be brought before them. It is very desirable that no more 
should be required in this respect from the Pawnbrokers than is absolutely 
necessary to trace the goods, and the following seems to be the minimum of 
information which the Pawnbrokers’ day-book should afford : — 



N"of 

Duplicate. 


Name and Residence 
of 

Pledger, if given. 


Description of the 
Goods. 


N° of Months 1 
for which 
the Pledge 
is to be kept. ■ 


Sum Lent. 


When 

released. 


If not released. 
Date of Sale, 
and Name 




Each Day’s 


Pledging to be headed by 


the Date writ 


£. s. a. 
ten across the 


Columns. 





■ No goods should be taken in, released or sold, without a legible entry thereof m 
the day-book, and the description of the goods to be entered m words at full 
length, or to the satisfaction of the Magistrate, under a penalty. But any other 
col urn ns may be added at the pleasure of the Pawnbroker. 

When the goods are released, an account of the charge made to the Pledger 
should be entered in another column of the day-book, or in a separate book, to be 
called the releasing-book, in which shall be entered,— 
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When the goods are sold, an account of the sale should be kept by the Auctioneer 
in the following form, of which a copy shall be taken by the Pawnbroker : — 



N° of 
Duplicate 

Pawnbroker’s 
Day Book. 


Date 

of 

Pledging. 


Name of Pledger, 
if given 
to Pawnbroker. 


Description of 


Sum Lent. 


Sold for 


To whom. 


1 


of Sale and j 


Name of the Pawn broker for whom the Gooj 


£. s. d. 
ds arc sold to 


£. s. d. 
be written aero' 


ss the Columns. 



The Auctioneer or Pawnbroker to examine the sale-book on production of 
duplicate and on payment of 1 d., and to give a memorandum in writing, either 
on the back of the duplicate or on a separate piece of paper, in the following 
form : — 



Amount of Sale 



£. s. d. 



£. s. d. 

Lent 

Interest and Duplicate - 
Charge of Sale and Notice 



Deduct Total - 



Overplus due £. 



The Pawnbroker and Auctioneer respectively may give notice that their books 
may be examined every day during four hours specially named by them for that 
purpose, and should not be compelled to produce their sale-books at other hours, 
except on the requisition of a Magistrate or Constable. 

2. Improved Form of Duplicate. 

The duplicate should contain at least 20 square inches superficial, of strong 
paper or card ; and it is of the utmost importance that it should specify the 
number of months for which the pledge will be kept, and the rate of interest to 
be charged. This last regulation would not only afford valuable information to the 
Pledger, but would also be the best evidence against the Pawnbroker if he should 
exceed the stipulated charge. 

But the most essential improvement is suggested in the evidence of Mr. M'Call 
of Lisburn, and others, namely, that the duplicate should contain a notice, inform- 
ing the Pledger that he can ascertain the precise day and place of sale of his pledge, 
after forfeiture, by applying at the pawn-office ; which information the Pawn- 
broker should be required to give in writing on the back of the duplicate. 

The Pawnbroker should be compelled to keep all duplicates for one year, in 
order to produce them if required by the Magistrate. The price of the duplicates 
to be fixed at the maximum rate of \d. whatever may be the amount of the loan 
—and be chargeable only upon the redemption or sale of the pledge. 

This alteration may probably be objected to by the Pawnbrokers ; but when 
it is considered that the trade in Belfast and Lisburn are in the habit of 
lending sums below Is. for \d., without any interest, that the Pawnbrokers 
in London are in the habit of lending sums of 2s. 6 d. at the rate of \d. per 
month, without any charge for the duplicate, it must be evident that they 
consider the labour of taking in a pledge is sufficiently remunerated by \d. 



The 
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XVII 



John Doe, Pawnbroker, 11, Essex Street, Dublin. 

N*. 

, has lent this day of 

is , to Richard Roe, 8, Bride Street, on 



the sum of £. at the rate of 

per month interest. 

And if the pledge be not redeemed within months from the 

date hereof, it will be declared forfeited, and will be sold by public auction. 

The owner of this ticket may obtain notice of the precise day and place 
where the sale will occur, by producing it at this office on the day of 
forfeiture, or any day after previous to sale, between the hours of 12 and 4 
o’clock ; and payment will be made at this office of any overplus which 
may accrue thereon after sale. 



The following may be the form of the stop ticket which every Pawnbroker 
should be required to give upon being assured of the identity of the claimant, 
for the fee of 2 d. and which should he signed by the Justice at petty sessions, 
after sufficient inquiry, upon payment of 4 d. 



Stop Ticket. John Doe, Pawnbroker, 11, Essex Street, Dublin. 

N°. 

, pledged the day of 183 . 

I, Richard Roe, of 8 Bride Street, do solemnly declare that I have lost my 
Pawn Ticket of the above Number and Date, which was given to me upon 
my pledging 



for the sum of £. , and that I have not willingly parted with 

said Pawn Ticket to any other person. 

(signed) 

Taken before me in open Court this 1 Richard Roe. 

day of 183 . /• 

.T. P J 



677. 
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3. Amended Scale of Interest. 

Your Committee cannot but perceive with regret, that the enactment of a 
maximum scale of Pawnbrokers’ interest by law, has a strong tendency to esta- 
blish a fixed minimum. And it is with some reluctance, therefore, that they 
recommend the continuance of a fixed legal maximum ; more especially as they 
feel that, in the present state of the trade in Ireland, it might be considered harsh 
and impolitic if they were to propose at once such a reduction therein as would 
fully meet the evil of the present practice, and compel the Pawnbrokers to alter 
their mode of doing business, to limit their advances, and to divest the trade as 
much as possible of its present hazardous character. 

Such an extensive alteration would be said to be founded on speculative 
views ; and the disadvantage which it might occasion to those traders who could 
not at once change their mode of doing business, would be exaggerated into a 
certainty of their ruin. 

In endeavouring therefore to adjust a new and a somewhat reduced scale of 
Pawnbrokers’ interest, Your Committee have, to a certain degree, followed the 
principle upon which former scales have been framed. They propose that the 
maximum interest allowed by law, should be as high as 25 per cent, per annum 
upon the smallest class of loans, where there is most hazard of deterioration, 
and that it should fall gradually down to nearly 15 per cent, per annum on 
loans above £.5. 

This will be found on the one hand to be, in most instances, considerably 
higher than the interest now taken by the English Pawnbroker, so that there can 
be no doubt of its being amply sufficient ; and, on the other hand, it is lower 
than that which has been usually exacted in most of the towns in Ireland. 

The arguments already used have been adduced to show, that the net profits 
of pawnbroking do not depend upon an exorbitant rate of interest, and that 
the effect of the proposed reduction will not diminish the general profits of 
the trade, though it will have a tendency, as far as it goes, to compel the Pawn- 
brokers to derive them from a more legitimate mode of doing business. 

It will be found also that pains have been taken to adjust the following scale, 
so as to give as many steps as possible, upon which the rate of interest 
obtained by the Pawnbroker is advanced, and to place the advance upon those 
sums which are most frequently required. This will be for the benefit of both 
parties, as it will enable the accommodation or loan given to approximate 
more closely to the value of the pledge and to the wants of the Borrower. 

The Borrower usually wishes to obtain an even sum, but if, for instance he 
should want to raise 4 s., it is not for the interest of the Pawnbrokers, according 
to the present scale, to lend that precise sum. The evidence shows that the 
Pawnbrokers are in the habit of evading the law, but if they were to obey it they 
would naturally decline to lend 3s. or 4s., as the interest thereon would not be 
greater than on 2 s. 6d. ■ and, if the Borrower would not part with his pledge 
under 4s., they would endeavour to make him take 4s. Id. or 4s 6d so as 
to obtain such an advance in the interest as would pay them an additional 



According to the Mowing scale, the proposed interest on the precise sums of 
2s and 4s. will be the same as has been legally chargeable hitherto ; but at pre- 
sent the Pawnbroker has no inducement to lend those sums, unless he practices 
the ordmaiy evasion of the law, and makes the usual overcharge; whereas, by 
this scale it would be most for the interest of the Pawnbroker to make his loans 
consist of those and of similar even sums, as he would get an increasing interest 
on each shilling advanced up to 10 <r„ and he would therefore be as aixious as 
the borrower to deal m round sums. 



The adoption of the following table will tend also to simplify the calculations 
of both parties on all the numerous transactions which occur under £. 5, and 

will 
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will prevent the errors which must frequently arise in calculating the interest 
under the English Act. 
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And for every pledge upon which shall have been lent any sum exceeding £. 5, the interest thereon 
shall be charged after the following manner, that is to say, the interest on £. 5 shall be calculated at 
li. 6tf. per month, and thereto shall be added for that portion of the loan which is beyond £.5 at and 
after the rate of 3<f. per Month, and no more, for the loan of every 20*. so exceeding £.5. 

£. s. d. s. d. 

Examples: - - - 5 5 - Interest - - - 1 

„ - - - 10 - - ,1 ---29 

„ - - - 11 10 - „ • ■ - 3 ‘i 

Pawnbrokers to give a farthing in change, or to abate the odd farthing, as in the English Act. 

There are two elements of competition in the business of pawnbroking, and 
the persons engaged in it may either overbid one another by the liberality of their 
677. c 2 advance*, 
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advances, or underbid one another in the low scale of interest and profit which 
they may propose to take. 

The former seems unfortunately to be the only species of competition in 
which the trade have hitherto been engaged, and the latter has been but little 
attempted. 

It would be much more desirable for the interests of the poor if the Pawn- 
brokers were to limit their advances so as to secure themselves from risk, and 
if the rivalry of the trade were extended more towards the other branch of com- 
petition, namely, a reduction in the rate of charge. 

Much cannot, perhaps, be expected from the following recommendation, in 
attaining this desirable object in the smaller class of loans ; but, in order to 
give the Public confidence in the binding nature of any agreement which the 
Pawnbroker may make, if he should offer to reduce his charge below the legal 
maximum, Your Committee are of opinion that he should not be permitted by 
law to charge more than the rate which he inserts upon the duplicate. 

4. Mode of Sale of Forfeited Pledges. 

Attention has been already called to the suggestion that a sufficient notice of 
sale ought to be given to the Pledger on his demand, and that the date and place 
thereof should be written on the back of his duplicate when presented for that 
purpose, after forfeiture of the goods. This seems to be the only method of 
giving any effectual notice. It will be a very valuable privilege to the Pledger in 
those cases where any overplus is really likely to accrue ; and it will relieve the 
Pawnbroker from the odium which at present attaches to him in many cases, 
where the goods are supposed to be worth more than they actually fetch at the 
auctions. 

The present mode of giving notice may be altogether dispensed with. 

The Pawnbroker’s charge for giving notice ought not to exceed 1 d., which 
should not be demanded at the time, but should only be deducted from the pro- 
ceeds of the sale. 

The goods to be knocked down to the highest bidder, and if not put up on the 
day specified in the notice, the Pawnbroker to be liable to a penalty of 6 d. for 
every day which he so delays to sell them, provided the loan does not exceed 
£. 1 ; and 3 d. in the pound additional per day, for every sum exceeding £ 1 ; which 
penalty he shall deduct from the charge which he makes to the Pledger, and 
which may be subject also to mitigation if the case be referred to the Petty 
Sessions. 

.All forfeited Pledges, of whatever value, to be saleable seven days after for- 
feiture and not sooner ; they should be sold by auction only, and within the 
limits of the town where they are pledged. 

And, in order to prevent the Pawnbroker from having a direct interest in pro- 
moting a mock sale, it is essential that he should be prevented from selling goods 
of any kind by retail, under pain of penalty. This restriction seems absolutely re- 
quired in order to give confidence in the bond fide nature of the auction ; and as it 
is not the custom in Ireland for Pawnbrokers to invest any large proportion of 
their capital in buying in forfeited pledges at the auctions, in order to retail them 
again m their shops, it cannot be considered as a greivance to them, and will 
probably promote the respectable character of the trade. 

The Auctioneer to be licensed ; to be bound to keep a book of sales as specified 
by law, and to keep an office open in the town where reference may be made to 
such book. Any Auctioneer convicted of false entry, unfair sale, or neglect of 
the provisions of the law, should be fined for every such neglect ; and any Pawn- 
broker employing an unlicensed Auctioneer to be fineable. 

The charge for auction should not excded'l d: m fhe' shilling, on each article 
sold below 5 s., and 1.?. m the pound for all articles above that value. 

5. Restitution of the Overplus after Sale. 

The principal precautions necessary to ensure restitution of the overplus are 
already detailed, namely, to oblige all forfeited pledges to be sold by public 

auction, 
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auction, and not to allow them to be disposed of in any other way, and to oblige 
the Auctioneer to keep a book which shall enable him to give an account to the 
Pledger of the proceeds of each and every article sold. 

But, besides this, it will be necessary to limit the time for which interest maybe 
charged to one month beyond the time ot sale specified in the original duplicate ; 
and this will make it the Pawnbroker’s interest to sell off the goods at the expected 
time, when some overplus may be realized upon them ; and it will induce him 
also to insert upon the duplicate the precise number of months which he really 
intends to keep the goods before sale. It is of much importance to stimulate the 
exertions of the poor Pledger, by making him look upon the notice of sale as 
certain and peremptory. 

Provided always, that this should not prejudice any subsequent agreement that 
the parties may enter into to keep the goods longer than was originally proposed, 
which agreement, in order to be binding, should be entered on the hack of the 
duplicate. 

6. Penalties. 

The penalties imposed for a contravention of the law need not he large, hut they 
should be made payable in part to the informer. And in order to relieve the Pawn- 
brokers in cases where they may prove that their error arose from venial causes, 
the penalty should be capable of mitigation at the discretion of the Magistrates, who 
should be empowered to dispose of the case summarily, and be required to 
report all convictions to the next Quarter Sessions. 

The necessity of giving security to be dispensed with. But all persons con- 
cerned in disposing of pledges otherwise than in the way required by law, to be 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

7. Inspection and Control. 

Various schemes have been alluded to in the evidence, for affording a proper 
inspection and control of Pawnbrokers. But, after miich consideration, Y our Com- 
mittee are unable to recommend the appointment ot any officers for that especial 
purpose. 

The present system of licensing is obviously so defective, that it cannot be 
retained, and Your Committee are oi opinion that, instead thereof, a license should 
be granted, in Dublin, by the Recorder’s Court, or by some other legal authority, 
and in the country towns, by the Justices at Quarter Sessions, annually, upon pay- 
ment of a fee of £. 1., to be divided between the Assistant Barrister and the Clerk 
of the Peace. The license to be withdrawn, at the discretion of the same Court, if 
the person applying for it has been thrice convicted of offences against the law. 

It is hoped that this will have a much greater effect than any pecuniary 
penalty in enforcing the provisions of the law ; in preventing the receipt oi 
stolen goods ; in preventing the sale ot spirits, or the retail of forfeited pledges 
bv Pawnbrokers ; and ill obliging them to keep correct hours ; to keep proper 
books ; and to fulfil the other regulations required by the Act. 

The Auctioneer to take out a similar license, and to be subject to similar dis- 
qualifications. 

8. Relief from Taxation recommended. 

There appears to Your Committee to be no good ground for imposing any tax 
upon the business of pawnbroking, as it must tall ultimately upon the most wretched 
class in the community. Your Committee recommend, very earnestly, that the 
pecuniary burthens already enumerated under this head he entirely removed, and 
that no restriction be imposed either in 'Dublin or elsewhere on the number ot 
Auctioneers whom the Pawnbrokers may employ. 

It is hoped also that the auction duty on the sale of unredeemed pledges may be 
remitted, as the strongest analogy exists between such sales and sales of insolvents 
{mods, sales under distress, &c. &c. which are already exempted by aw. It 
appears, moreover, that there is no probability of the Excise duty being honestly 
and fairly accounted for, in consequence of the openings for fraud which exist in 
transactions of such a paltry amount, unless an expensive machinery be createa, 
which would probably absorb the revenue to be derived iron the tax. 1 he duty, 
hitherto, has never been correctly levied. 
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9. Time of keeping Pledges to be arranged between the Pawnbroker and the 
Pledger ; minimum period , Three Months. 

Much improvement may be anticipated from allowing the Pawnbroker and the 
Pledger a greater latitude in settling between them the period during which the 
pledge shall be kept previous to sale ,• and from reducing the minimum period 
(for goods of whatever value) to three months. The recommendation already 
made, that interest should be chargeable only for as many months as is specified 
on the duplicate, will induce the Pawnbroker to name the longest period for 
which he can safely keep them, without risk of deterioration. And it is of ad- 
vantage to both parties, that he should not be compelled to keep them beyond 
the period or season when they will sell best. 

10. Removal of the existing Restriction of the Law with respect to Loans above £. 10. 

Your Committee recommend, that Pawnbrokers should in future be allowed 
by law to make loans on pledges to any amount desired, subject only to the re- 
strictions and regulations already proposed. 



Your Committee cannot conclude this Report without expressing their regret 
that, the recommendations contained in it necessarily enter into such minute 
details, and may notwithstanding fall short of what many persons in Ireland will 
think essential to a reform in the present system. 

They trust, however, that the proposed alterations will be found easily prac- 
ticable, and that they will ultimately lead to considerable improvement ; that 
much of the odium and discredit attached to the trade at present will be removed, 
and that those persons of character who embark in it may introduce into the 
business a more wholesome species of competition than has yet been seen. 

If the above recommendations should be favourably entertained by the Legis- 
lature, it is at least hoped that all questionable transactions may in future be 
easily traced and checked ; and that those needy and ignorant persons who may 
be compelled by their necessities to resort to the Pawnbrokers for temporal 
accommodation, and whom the law should especially compassionate and protect, 
may find an easy and an intelligible remedy -when they are wronged.. 

3 August 1838. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Martis, 22° die Maii, 1838. 



MEMBERS PRESENT: 



M r. Hutton. 

Mr. Redington. 

Mr. Cony. 

Mr. John Ponsonby. 
Mr. John Young. 



Mr. Lucas. 

Mr. Beamish. 

Mr. Wm. Roche. 

Sir William Somerville. 



LORD VISCOUNT CLEMENTS, in the Chair. 



George Mathews , Esq., called in ; and Examined. 

1. Chairman .] YOU" are employed in the Chief Secretary’s office in Dublin 
Castle ? — I am. 

2. How long have you been so employed ?— Eight years. 

3. You are secretary also to the Central Loan Fund Board in Ireland? — 
Yes. 

4. That employment has given you an opportunity of inquiring into the 
operation of the system of loans among the poor ? — It has ; my attention has been 
for the last two years particularly drawn to that subject. 

5. From thence have you been led latterly to inquire into the system of 
pawnbroking ? — I have. 

0. Have you been induced from any other circumstance to inquire into it? — 
From very strong statements appearing in public respecting pawnbrokers, and also 
from the notice taken of the subject by the Irish Corporation Commissioners in 
their Report. 

7. Have you seen the evidence on which that Report was founded ? — 1 have it 
here. 

8. Can you produce it ? — Y'es, 1 can ; I have the original, and also a copy. 

9. Is that you have in your hand, the original minutes ? — Yes, taken before 
the Commissioners, in the hand-writing of the Commissioners themselves. 

10. Have you a copy you can deliver in to the Committee? — Yes, I have. 

[ The Witness delivered in the same.'] 

u. Have you seen the several allegations contained in that Report respecting 
the inefficiency of the present system of licensing pawnbrokers ? — As regards 
Dublin, I have. 

1 2. Do you find that those grievances exist now ? — In a very great degree 
they do. 

13. Do you find that they operate very much to the disadvantage of the poor ? 

— The grievances stated by the Commissioners in their Report still exist, and they 
all operate a gainst the poor. 

14. What is the system of licensing at the present time by law ? — W’ith the 
exception of Dublin, there is no such system as licensing in Ireland. 

15. Then, in point of fact, the appellation of licensed pawnbroker is a misnomer? 

— Yes, it is. 

16. W r hat is the system that prevails in Ireland ? — A person conducting business 
as a pawnbroker is by the Irish Act of 26 Geo. 3, cap. 43, required to lodge 
securities in a bond of 300 1. for himself, and three other persons in too/. each, 
for the due performance of his office of pawnbroker ; if he is stationed in a town, 
that bond is lodged with the town clerk ; if in the county, with the county 
treasurer. 

0.88. a 17. And 



G. Mathews, Esq. 
22 May 1838. 
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G. Mathem, Esq. 17. And that entitles him to take out a license? — He obtains a certificate of 

having lodged that bond either from the town clerk, or the treasurer of the county, 

22 May 1838. anc | by another section in that Act he is required to transmit that certificate to the 
marshal of the city of Dublin, with a fee of 5,?., who enters it in a book, and 
there is nothing further required ; it is merely a certificate of having lodged the 
bond. 

18. The security is not made available unless there is an action brought against 
the pawnbroker for not complying with the provisions of the Act, which action in 
point of fact, is never brought ? — No. 

19. That is the state of the case? — Yes, as regards all Ireland, except 
Dublin. 

20. What are the penalties attached to the non-compliance with the provisions of 
the Act? — There are a variety of small penalties, but there is no penalty for com- 
mencing business of this description; there are a variety of small penalties for mal- 
practices. 

21. How are they recoverable?— By the churchwardens, and to he applied to 
the poor of the parish. 

22. And not recoverable by an informer, or the party injured r — No. 

23. They are therefore never sued for ? — No. 

24. The bond is never put in suit against the pawnbroker? — No, it never is. 

25. As an effectual check against malpractices, it is quite inefficient ? — Yes ; when 
once the certificate is obtained of the lodging the securities, no further inquiry is 
made into the conduct of the pawnbroker, or the solvency and .sufficiency of the 
sureties in it. 

26. Then it appears, as far as the licensing is concerned, it is only another term 
for taking a certain fee from the pawnbroker, and a general system of registering 
his name ; but as a check against the abuse of the trade, it is, practically speaking 
inoperative? — Yes, quite so; the certificate is taken the first year of commencing 
business, and the name is entered in the register by the city marshal. 

27. If a pawnbroker misbehaves, he still continues in business? — Yes, he 
does so. 

28. Mr. Hutton.] In point of fact, does a pawnbroker commencing business, 
generally give that security ; have you any means of knowing that ? — 1 There are 
cases in which pawnbrokers are carrying on business without having lodged any 
security. 

29. Mr. Cony.] If any person finds himself aggrieved, has he the means of 
enforcing an action against the pawnbroker ? — If a person pawns goods, and cannot 
get them again, he has a right of action against the pawnbroker. 

30. Chairman .] Are actions often brought for malpractices ?— The city marshal 
has stated, in his Return, that he has never known of a penalty recovered against 
any pawnbroker, but there have been some cases. 

3 1 - Have there been no complaints on the part of any persons pawning goods; 
have they not made complaints ? — There is a penalty payable to the person pawn- 
mg goods, and there have been complaints made in that respect. 

32. Complaints made against the persons pawning goods, or against the pawn- 
broker ?— -Against the pawnbroker; but. there are other malpractices, not relating to 
the pawning of goods, which a pawnbroker may commit, and for which the church- 
wardens can alone prosecute. 

33 • Mr. Redington.] The penalty in no case can extend to deprive him of his 
license? — He has no license. 

34- No penalty can have the effect of putting him out of the business ?— There 
was a case of that kind a few years ago in Dublin, where an annual license is 
required. 

35. Chairman.] You have stated the practice in the country ; what is the prac- 

j! ce ^ atin f t0 .. Dublin?— An annual license is granted by the bead-magistrates at 
the office of police. 0 

36. What is the nature of the jurisdiction exercised by the marshal of the city? 
— I he marshal s jurisdiction is defined in these two Acts ; it amounts to nothing 
more than having received certificates, of the bond having been lodged, and the 
registering the name in the register of the pawnbrokers of Ireland ; he has another 
duty, to receive a monthly return from each pawnbroker of the number of pawns 
taken by them, and the amount lent. 

37. What 
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37. What is the license granted by the city magistrates?— That is required by < 
two Acts which were passed with the view of laying on an annual tax of 10/. 
first, and 90 1 . afterwards, towards the expense of the Dublin City Police; it was 
merely to cover that charge, that the Acts were required. 

38. Has the license ever been refused by the city magistrates for malpractices ? 
— There is one case I am aware of that excited a great deal of notoriety four 
years ago ; a particular pawnbroker denied the right of the magistrates to withhold 
the license ; it went to the Court of King’s Bench, and they affirmed the right of the 
magistrates. 

39. Though that was found to be the law, in point of fact that instance is a rare 
if not a solitary one; and, practically speaking, the withdrawal of the license by 
the magistrates of the city for misconduct is not enforced ? — I inquired at the 
district police office before coming here, and that is the only instance in which 
1 can find they exercised the right. 

40. That is not looked to by the poor as a check upon any malpractices that 
may exist, or any contravention of the Act that may occur in Dublin by the 
pawnbrokers ? — It is no protection to the poor in Dublin ; they could never resort 
to it; and it merely relates to Dublin. 

41. Mr. Roche .] What is the number of pawnbrokers in Dublin? — There are 
46, I believe ; there is a return by the city marshal. 

42. Chair man.] What are the other duties of the city marshal? — His duty, 
besides receiving the certificate and entering it in the register of pawnbrokers in 
Ireland, is to receive a monthly return of the number of pawns effected by each, 
and the amount lent, for which the marshal is entitled to 1 s., and “no more,” the 
Act says. 

43. Practically speaking, is more paid by the pawnbroker? — It is admitted by 
the city marshal he receives 1 1 . a year, paid in advance, and the returns never 
come in monthly. 

44. Has he not the duty of giving notice of sale to the parties who make 
pledges ? — Yes, in Dublin he has the additional duty of giving notice to the par- 
ties whose goods are to be sold; the pawnbroker sends the marshal a list of the 
persons whose goods are to be sold, and the marshal is supposed to give that 
notice to the parties ; I have a copy of that notice. — [The same was handed in .] 

43. Does he make any extra charge for that duty ? — He is allowed by the Act 
to charge a certain sum ; but he generally makes a bargain with the pawnbroker, 
and compounds with him for Gl. a year to serve all notices. 

4(5. The object of the notice being to apprize the individual that his goods hav- 
ing been in the pawnbroker’s possession longer than the time allowed by the Act, 
are now to be sold by auction ? — Yes, within 14 days after that notice. 

47. Practically speaking, do the individuals ever receive any notice, or is it 
given in such a form as to enable them to attend at the auction where his goods 
are sold ? — There has been a good deal of contradictory evidence upon that point; 

I have examined several of the pawnbrokers, and the Commissioners of Municipal 
Inquiry did so at great length, and the same contradiction appears upon the 
evidence taken by them ; some of the pawnbrokers alleged that the notices are 
given, that they had every reason to believe they were, and others denied it. 

48. Is it given in such a way, if it is given, as to enable a person who has 
pawned bis goods to attend the auction ? — If a person has given bis name and 
residence correctly, the notice would apprize him of it, if it reached him. 

49. It says in this notice that the goods will be sold at the first opportunity; 
the poor man can scarcely know when the first opportunity will arise ; “ at the 
divisional auction-rooin in Bride-street,” it does not state when that opportunity will 
occur, or what day, or how the sale will take place ? — I may mention to your Lord- 
ship, that the general impression is, that the notice system is ineffective, and has no 
other object than to load the poor man with unnecessary expense ; jt is quite the 
custom for persons to give fictitious addresses and names, or rather that is the gene- 
ral practice ; the notice cannot then be served, but the city marshal receives his fee. 

50. Mr. Hutton .] How does it load the person who pawns the goods with 
expense ? — The city marshal is entitled to a fee of 3 d. or 4 d. according to the sum, 
and such fee is added to the expense charged against the pawn. 

51. Chairman .] If there was any overplus arose upon the sale of the article, 
the pawnbroker would be bound to account with the pledger for the overplus? — 
He would. 

0.88. a 2 52. Deducting 
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C. Mathews, Esq. 52. Deducting the expenses of the sale, and the expense of serving him with a 

notice for which the marshal charges 3d. or 4 d by the Act ? — Yes ; the pawnbroker 

22 May 1838. i s to pay the city marshal first, whether he serves the notice or not ; he generally 
does so by a compounded sum sometimes paid in advance ; I have reason to 
believe sometimes a year or two in advance. 

53. But the precise sum of 3d. or 4 d., in proportion to the value of the goods is 
charged against the poor man, if he wants to settle with the pawnbroker? — He is* to 
pay all the expenses incurred. 

54. Mr. Roche.] Does the marshal get that 3d. or /\d. in addition to the 6/ 
a year ? — No, that is in lieu of it. 

55. Chairman.] Have you any other remarks to make as to the licensing system 
in the city of Dublin at present ? — It is under the superintendence of the head 
office of police, and ample security is required and enforced in Dublin • there is 
no failure in that; the fees charged by the marshal of 3d. or 4 d., and 3s. a year 
are all in British currency, but they are in Irish currency by the statute • the 
Act says a certain fee and no more shall be charged by the city marshal, but he 
has converted them into British currency} this fee of 5s. he charges in the first 
instance, and is. a month afterwards; he has turned them all into British 
currency ; the Act says 12$. and no more, which would be only 1 15. id. British. 

56. Mr. Hutton.] Who appoints the marshal ? — He is a corporation officer 
elected by the corporation; this duty and privilege was only thrown upon 
him by the Act of George III. ; it is incidental to the office, and not essential 
to it. 

57. Chamnan.] He is occupied in attending upon the lord mayor ? — He is one 
of the city State officers. 

58. Mr. Ponsonby.] What situation of life is he in ?— He must be a man of 
some corporation consequence; he obtains an income of 1,200/. or 1,500/. a year; 
the Commissioners of Municipal Inquiry describe the duties of that person ; and 
in addition to the fees of 12.9. and 5s. from pawnbrokers, he has the customary 
perquisite of appointing one auctioneer. 

59. Chairman.] He, by the Act, is entitled to sell goods ; he does not do so 
himself, but appoints a substitute ?— He lets it out to a gentleman at a certain 
sum. 

60. And takes the profit of it ? — He takes a profit upon every thing. 

61. Mr. Hutton.] Have you any means of knowing how much he gets from 
that auctioneer for liberty to sell by auction ; you say he gets 61 . a year, and 
5 s. for entering upon the register ?— For registering pawnbrokers’ licenses ; by the 
return, he averages his income at 35° ^ a year ; for serving the pawnbrokers’ 
notices of sale in the city of Dublin, 250 /. a year ; for his profits upon letting his 
duty as an auctioneer, 312/. a year; making together 912/.; he has other fees as 
city marshal. 

62. You quote that from a return laid on the table of the House ?— Yes ; by 
the city marshal himself. 

63. Then, in point of fact, the city marshal receives 312 /. a year from one 
auctioneer for the privilege of selling goods, and making charges to the pawn- 
brokers ?— Precisely so ; there are four divisional auctioneers in Dublin; he is 
entitled to appoint one, and receives 312 /. a year from his deputy. 

64. Who are the other auctioneers appointed by ? — Another is appointed by 

the sword-bearer, who lets it for a certain sum a year, and two are appointed by 
the Lord Lieutenant. rr J 

65. Mr. Eoche.] Do they all share in the selling of articles pawned /—Those 
four have the exclusive right of selling pawned goods. 

66. Mr. Hitton.] One of those pays 312/. a year to the city marshal?— 
Yes. 

67. Have you any other means of knowing what the second auctioneer pays 
the sword-bearer for his privilege of selling?— The same individual who farms from 
the city marshal, farms also from the sword-bearer ; he is a witness here, and will 
be able to state the amount himself; it appeared upon the inquiry before the 
Irish Municipal Commissioners, that Mr. Bentley paid 3 /. a week to the city 
marshal for that privilege ; but immediately afterwards the city marshal raised it 
to 6 /. a week, which makes up the 312 /. ; Mr. Bentley is here himself. 

68. Chairman.] 
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68. Chairman .] Was not the object of giving the auctioneers of pawnbrokers’ 
pledges a monopoly, this ; that they are bound to keep a book which may check 
the pawnbroker’s account of the sales, so as to ascertain the sum for which the 
forfeited pledge was sold, in order that the person to whom those goods belong 
may get back the overplus, in case it sells for more than the money lent upon 
them ; is not that the case? — The four divisional auctioneers do keep a book 
specifying the articles sold, and what they fetch, but that duty could be performed 
as well by any general auctioneer as any of the four ; I am not aware that 
that was the reason why the monopoly was given to the four ; the two appointed 
by the Lord Lieutenant were appointed by the 28 of Geo. III. passed two years 
afterwards ; those two of course pay nothing ; the gentleman who farms from the 
city marshal and the sword-bearer, pays a very large sum. 

69. Do they perform the duty in person or by deputy? — A good deal in 
person ; one of them, Mr. Burke called upon me last Saturday, and stated 
he performed the duty personally, with very few exceptions, and it produces him 
an income of 1,200?. a year. 

70. Mr. Roche .] Who has the distributing among the four auctioneers the 
goods to be sold? — The pawnbrokers can select any of the four they please. 

71. Mr. Ponsonby.] Are they appointed for different quarters of Dublin, or 
appointed for Dublin in general? — One division is called St. Stephen’s Green; the 
other the Rotunda division; the other the Barrack division, and the other the Work- 
house division ; those were four old divisions of the police, and an auctioneer was 
attached to each division, but the name has gone long since ; there are still four 
divisional officers, but the pawnbroker can give his goods to any auctioneer he 
thinks fit. 

72. Mr. Hutton!] So that those divisions are of no use whatever? — No, they 
never were ; there could be no advantage in confining them to their own divisions ; 
I was going to observe, that the pawnbrokers very naturally go to the auctioneer 
w'ith whom they can make the best terms ; they have all the same rate of charges ; 
the per centage allowed to the auctioneer is specified in the Act, and they all con- 
form to it; it has been, however, remarked, that the charges are beginning to be 
thought very high, inasmuch as if auctioneers can derive such large incomes as 
those two who act as pawnbrokers’ auctioneers, those who have nothing to pay, 
like the Government auctioneers, are allowed the very same charge as those who 
pay to the corporation officers. 

73. The pawnbroker makes a bargain with the auctioneer to sell his pledges 
upon certain terms ? — Yes; the practice is, that the pawnbroker sends his goods into 
the auction-room, and they are sold the same day, and the auctioneer pays him 
down the money the day after sale. 

74. Chairman.'] Whether he gets paid for the goods or not ? — He scarcely gets 
paid for more than one-third ; they have stated so themselves ; he gives credit, and 
is obliged to do so. 

75. And the sum charged for this sale is always levied upon the poor man, if 
he comes to account with the pawnbroker for his goods which have been sold? — 
I believe the idea of coming to account with the pawnbroker, is very nearly an 
entire fallacy ; in very few cases is there any thing over for the poor man. 

76. What is the rate of interest charged by the Irish Act? — The 26 Geo. III. 
has a table of interest to be charged, which two years afterwards was found to be 
too high, and was reduced by the next Act, in order to accommodate the poorer 
class of borrowers upon easier terms than the former Act two years before ; this 
rate of interest, however, is a great deal higher than the English rate of interest. 

77. Mr. Hutton.] That reduced rate is the rate now charged ?— Yes, by virtue 
of this Act. 

78. Chairman.] Is there any means of preventing the pawnbroker charging a 
higher rate of interest than that allowed by the Act?— He is liable to penalties if 
he does it. 

79. Where do they go? — To the churchwardens for the benefit of the poor; all 
the penalties upon pawnbrokers go to the poor. 

80. Is he not directed also by the Act to exhibit in his shop the table of interest 
allowed by the Act for the information of the poor man ? — He is supposed to have 
such a table hung up. 
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81. Have you visited several shops to see if it is complied with ? — I visited many 
of them, but I was not so fortunate as to see them except in one instance. 

82. Was the table hung up in such a place as to be likely to be seen by the poor 
man ? —It was in the shop I saw it; there will be very full evidence given upon that 
subject by other witnesses. 

83. Have you attended any auctions of forfeited pledges in Dublin? — Yes 
I have latterly. 

84. Have you gone to several of them ? — Yes, from curiosity. 

85. Were the goods exhibited before they were put up, in such a way as to 
render it likely that bidders should come forward to purchase them ? — They 
were not. 

86. They were not exhibited before the numbers were put up ? — No • they 
were merely brought forward, and put up by the auctioneer, and handed about for 
a moment, without any previous examination ; if there were books to be sold I 
could not examine them, to see if they were perfect, or what their value was. The 
practice is, in Dublin, to bring the goods to the auctioneer about half-an-hour before 
the sale, and as the greater part of the sales commence at eight or nine o’clock at 
night, when it is quite dark, there is no means of knowing the value of the articles. 

87. Did you see persons attending apparently of the class of people to whom 
the goods belonged, or were they dealers ? — I have a pretty good knowledge of 
the book-dealers ; I know them well, and I saw at five out of six of the sales the 
same men formed the bidders ; a book was put up to sell one evening, and I «ave 
a bid myself, which seemed to excite notice, and five or six faces were turned 
about, as if surprised that anybody would interfere with them. 

88. It appeared to -you that the parties who had pawned their goods had not 
received, practically, notice to attend at the sales, to see how the goods were dis- 
posed of ; that the public were not parties to the sale, but a few individuals con- 
nected with the trade; is that your impression ? — Yes; and I am certain that 
such is the fact, with very few exceptions, because, as the auctioneers give credit 
they must give credit to persons they know ; they must know perfectly all those 
men, and they do know them ; it is the same class of men ; I know them well ; 
they go by the name of “ jobbers,” or brokers, who buy to sell again. 

89. Mr. Ponsonby .] Did it appear to you that the goods went cheaper at the 
auctions of pawnbrokers’ goods than at other auctions? — I am notan attendant at 
other auctions. 



90. Do they appear to go very much below their value ? — I rather think in 
genera], that the goods sold in Dublin, taken as a whole, go for less than the 
pawnbrokers’ claim upon them; I think, in Dublin, the pawnbroker loses upon 
the articles sold; his charges amount to so much, and the goods are sold to such 
a disadvantage, he is a loser ; there may be rare instances of an overplus. 

91. Mr. Roche.'] Does that arise from the inferiority of the article, or a collu- 
sion between the auctioneer and the bidders ?— I think, from the place and time 
01 sale, and the bidders being the same description of persons, they have to sell 
them again, to make a profit, both auctioneer and purchasers know each other, 
and are united together. 

92. Chairman.] The object of the auctioneer is not to obtain a surplus over and 
above the sums lent, to return to the poor man, but to obtain such a sum as will 
save the pawnbroker . — I should think the auctioneer’s duty is to sell to the 
highest bidder, and to obtain as many bids as he could procure; but it is gene- 
rally understood that, as soon as the pawnbroker is safe, there is an end of 
competition, and the poor man is thrown out of view ; it is considered as bank- 



. ? 3 - T1 jat may account for the apparent disinclination to give sufficient publicity 
i*? U d a PP ea L \ from what you state, that the pawnbrokers and 
1 ° • n / t0 tbeir ’ ntere st to deal with the same, class of persons, 

ZtT, ? 8 T faC1 163 t0 , the P ubl,c for attending the sales, in order to obtain an 
overplus for the poor man ?— The system undoubtedly is, that they care very little 

thp rimJ 5 P“ bI . lc ’ a f ve ^? eme ? ts a PP e ar m the newspapers about the sales, but 
the time of night fixed is a time when no respectable party would like to go, 
such as eight, nine or ten at night; last week I was at a sale at half-past nine, 

n pe T S , Wb >° Were . there t0 be bidders > appeared more like pick- 
pocket One pawnbrokers auctioneer, has a house, which I assume to be his, 
where the windows are tumbling out, and the place was covered with filth; no 
respectable person would go there. 
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94. But there is a general understanding that the bidders are to hid up to 
save the pawnbroker, and not beyond ? — The pawnbroker buys in. if he is not safe. 

95. Mr. Redington. j Do you consider that the lateness of those hours at which 
the sales are held pi’events the persons attending whose goods are sold ? — No ; I 
do not think they care much about it ; so much is obtained upon the goods, they 
care not much about them afterwards. 

96. Are they not of that class of people, that eight or nine in the evening suits 
them better than an earlier hour in the day ? — The reason given is, that the 
bidders cannot attend earlier ; plate is sold at about eight o’clock. 

97. Mr. Ponsonby.] Are there any regular times for sales? — No; except that 
the pawnbrokers have an agreement amongst themselves, that no auction for plate 
will be going on at two auction-rooms the same night. 

98. Mr. Hutton.'] Are there any auction sales, in point of fact, except pawn- 
brokers’ auction sales, conducted at night ? — No ; other auctions are conducted in 
open daylight. 

99. Mr. Redington.] No book sales at night?— No; Mr. Sharp, the principal 
book auctioneer, always sells in the day. 

1 00. Chairman.] Is the plate ever cleaned up before the sale?— No ; the articles 
are never cleaned ; they are sent in the same state a few minutes before the sale, 
just as originally received by the pawnbroker. 

101. Mr. Hutton.] Have you any means of knowing how the duty upon those 
sales are paid to the Government? — The auction duty is paid monthly to the Go- 
vernment, in Dublin ; I have inquired at the Excise-office, and found there was a 
strong impression there, that, with the exception of Dublin, very little auction duty 
is paid in any part of Ireland. 

102. Does a Government officer attend at those sales, to ascertain the amount of 
duty? — Never ; the auctioneer is a licensed auctioneer, and he makes a return to 
the Excise-office periodically; I believe he is sworn to the accuracy of it; he 
makes a return monthly, and settles the amount of duty. 

103. So far as the payment of the duty is concerned, it is the interest that those 
articles should lie sold at the lowest rate at which they can go? — Yes, certainly. 

104. What is that duty? — It is fixed by the Revenue Acts of Parliament. 

] 05. Chairman .] Do you know whether the books of sale are kept correctly by 
the auctioneer or not?— I have seen them, and examined several, and they appear 
to be correctly kept. 

1 06. That is to say, they bona fide set down the price for which the goods sell ? 
— Yes, they do, in Dublin. 

107. You do not speak as to the country? — No; for I understand there is 
nothing of the kind observed there. 

108. Mr. Rociic.] Do you think that all the pawned articles are brought to 
auction in Dublin, or are any sold surreptitiously? — It would be difficult for me 
to answer that question ; in the country parts, the evidence that has been obtained 
shows that that practice prevails ; I have had correspondence with the chief con- 
stables of police and other local authorities, and the universal belief is, that out of 
Dublin no regard is paid to selling or accounting for the articles. 

109. In Dublin you think it is done with regularity? — With as much regu- 
larity, perhaps, as the business admits of. 

110. Chairman.] Have you got a list of the pawnbrokers in Ireland ? — I called 
on the chief constables of police within the last three months to send me in a return 
of all the persons in their districts carrying on the business of a pawnbroker, and I 
have got those returns, but I have not got them here. 

3 ii. Have you compared them with the returns furnished by the city marshal 
according to the order of the House ?• — Yes ; and it appears in many cases that 
the city marshal's returns are not so correct as the chief constable’s ; that there are 
many persons carrying on the business of whom he has no knowledge. 

112. That proves there are more persons exercising the trade of a pawnbroker 
in Ireland than those who have lodged securities? — It will also appear, there 
are persons in this list which the marshal certifies as having lodged securities, who 
have never lodged any security at all. 

113. And besides, that others not in this return, exercise the business ?— Yes j 
in the town of Carlow the chief constable returns three, and the city marshal 
one ; the city marshal is not an officer who has »any inquisitorial power ; he is 
confined to registering the certificates; he cannot leave Dublin, and has no control 

0.88. a 4 over 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



?. Mat hern, Esq. 
22 May 1838. 




8 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

G. Mathews, Esq. over them ; he registers the pawnbroker when he commences business, and receives 

monthly returns ; those monthly returns he is supposed to prepare an abstract of 

22 May 1838. and lay before Parliament, but lie has never done so. 

114. Practically speaking, do you see any great advantage in those returns ?— 
Not the least. 

115. It is putting a very considerable burthen on the pawnbroker and upon the 
city marshal, without any benefit to the public?— It imposes a fee of 125'. upon 
the pawnbroker for the benefit of the marshal 

116. If the fee is paid, is the return looked after? — The fee is looked after; 
returns have been laid before the Irish Parliament, and I find on the Journals for 
the year 1 788, the year after the Act came into force, 5 1 pawnbrokers had com- 
menced business ; one in Cork, one in Waterford, and the rest in Dublin ; but five 
in the first year quited the business, reducing the number to 46. 

117. Mr. Hutton.'] You seem to be of opinion that in Dublin, generally speak- 
ing, matters are conducted with propriety ; do you suppose if there was an officer 
appointed to each locality, to superintend the proceedings of pawnbrokers, that 
that would effectuate an improvement ? — The first great improvement, as it strikes 
me, would be, that every pawnbroker should have an annual license renewable, on 
proof of his good conduct. 

118. Chairman .] Do you admit that the business in Dublin is properly con- 
ducted, generally speaking? — There is a marked distinction between Dublin and 
the country ; but the sales of goods admit of very great improvement, and the fact 
of the not giving notice by the city marshal, requires its total abolition. 

119. The exhibition of tables of interest, the way the sales are conducted, which 
are the two most material things as affecting the charge upon the poor, are not 
conducted in such a way as you would approve of? — By no means. 

120. Mr. Hutton.] I wish to know how you think those defects might be im- 
proved? — I think the first thing would be, that every person carrying on the busi- 
ness of a pawnbroker should have an annual license, renewable upon good conduct, 
and of which he should be deprived upon proof of misconduct, and for that license 
he should pay a certain sum, not excessive nor too small ; and upon that subject 
I may say I have got upon the 2d of February 1788, a resolution of the Irish 
House — “ That it is the opinion of this Committee that a duty of 10 /. be paid by 
every person carrying on the business of a pawnbroker in Ireland, from the 25th 
of March 1788, to the 25th March 1789,” but which like many other Irish resolu- 
tions was never taken notice of in framing the Act. 

121. That is the date of the schedule of reduced interest? — Yes. 

122. That interest was reduced, but the license of 10/. was not introduced into 
the Act? — No. 

123. Mr. Roche.] That 10/. was more valuable then than now ?— Yes ; but the 
profits were more valuable too. 

124. Chairman.] Have you had any communication with pawnbrokers upon the 
subject of the alteration of the law? — I have had communications with pawn- 
brokers in different parts of Ireland, Cork, Belfast, Newry, Galway, Derry and Wa- 
terford, and they are all exceedingly anxious that the present Act be amended in a 
variety of respects. 

] 25. What are the points upon which they are most desirous it should be 
altered ? — They are desirous of au annual license, in proportion to the population 
of the town in which they live ; the pawnbrokers at Cork seem to point at about 
50 1 . ; Belfast 40 l. and running down to something like 1 0 /. a year, but that would 
be the minimum ; and that, in addition to the payment of this license, they 
should be subject to the inspection of some accredited officer or officers, and that 
the monthly returns at present supposed to be transmitted to the city marshal, and 
of which no use is made, should be done away with. 

126. And that the fee should be done away with? — Yes; that is the principal 
part, that no person should carry on the business of a pawnbroker without being 
under a proper solvent security, respecting whom due inquiry would be made every 
year, on the renewal of his license. 

127- Are there any other points upon which they wish for regulation ?— They 
are anxious themselves, as a body, that the interest of the person pawning the goods 
should be more attended to than it is at present, and the general opinion is, amongst 
them, that the duplicate giveii to the person, when goods are pawned, should 
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contain more information than it does ; that it should apprise him when the goods 
are to he sold, and that he is entitled to the overplus. 

128. Mr. Ponsonby.] Does the pawnbroker fill up the duplicate with a list of 
all the articles that the person pawning the goods leaves in his charge? — He 
should do so ; the Act requires that the duplicate should be on strong paper, and 
requires a sufficient specification ; but the practice is, if the articles have got very 
long names, to write them out in a verv abridged form; such as for blanket — blkt. 

i2y. Still he gives a list of the articles the person leaves? — Yes, but he is 
supposed to give more information than the duplicate gives. 

130. Mr. Roche.'] He may have two motives in that ; first the law requires it ; 
and if the first certificate happens to be lost, he is entitled to a price for a second, 
upon which he obtains a profit? — Yes, and a very large profit. 

131. Chairman.] He charges 1 d. for that, duplicate? — Yes, on all sums lent 
amounting to 10 s. or under; while the English pawnbrokers must give dupli- 
cates for all articles at 55. and under without any charge ; and from 5 s. to io.s. 
the English pawnbroker charges a halfpenny for the duplicate, and from 1 0 s, to 
20 s., id. 

132. The Irish pawnbroker charges Id. upon all duplicates? — Upon all sums of 
10 s. and under; if it is 1 os. up to 40s., 2d. 

133. Mr. Ponsonby.] What is the maximum the English pawnbroker charges 
for tickets? — Upon all sums over 5 /., 4d . ; it is the same maximum in both coun- 
tries; in Ireland the maximum rate is charged on 40 s., and in England on 5/. 

134. Mr. Reding ton.] Those pawnbrokers with whom you have consulted do 
not propose that any returns should be made by them in future? — There seems to 
be a general opinion that the present return system, being a nullity, was of no use, 
but that they would be subject to any return the House should call upon them for ; 
and their books would be subject to the inspection either of the chief constable of 
police, or some other person appointed for the purpose. 

135. Have you derived your opinion from the more wealthy pawnbrokers, or is 
it the general opinion? — With the exception of Belfast, it is the greatest opinion, 
but at Belfast there was a difference of opinion ; those who had newly entered into 
the business were against any license or any inspection ; they would rather have 
the present system continue. 

J36. Those who have been in the business longest are anxious for the alte 
ations you have stated? — Those persons longest in the trade are anxious to make 
it respectable, and object to the irregularities to which it is at present subject. 

137. Mr . Pomonby.] According to the Act, are the pawnbroker’s books open 
to inspection ? — Open to the inspection of any person who has pawned goods. 

138. Not by the city marshal? — No, he is perfectly powerless, except to obtain 
his fees. 

139. Mr. Hutton.] In order to obtain the inspection of the books of a pawn- 
broker you must have pawned goods with him ? — Yes. 

140. Having done so, how far does the right extend ? — You have a full righ 
to see the history of your own particular article. 

141. Not a general right of inspection ? — No. 

142. Mr. Roche.] Do you know whether any pawnbroker, excited by the love 
of competition, and to get business, charges less interest ? — The love of business 
induces him not to charge less interest, but to advance larger sums upon goods. 

143. Chairman.]. Do they not, in the north, charge less interest? — Yes, some of 
them do ; but the maximum rate allowed by the Act is considered the minimum by 
most of them. 

144 Mr. Hutton'] There is often a larger interest charged than the maximum 
allowed ? — I do not think that, but in practice the maximum is the minimum ; 
they may charge less, but in very few instances they do it ; the only institution that 
regularly charges less, is the new institution in Limerick. 

145. Chairman.] If all the pawnbrokers who have been longest in business are 
anxious to have a license, with a large fee, would it not appear as if they were not 
unwilling to see a check put upon the increase of the number of their competitors 
in the trade ? — I do not think it proceeds from that motive ; there have been, for 
several years past, what I may call a dead set made at the pawnbrokers for the 
many irregularities imputed to them ; there have been many complaints of the total 
want of control, and the in efficacy of the present laws, and those more respect- 
able, are anxious to free themselves from such imputations, but it is impossible to 
do so as the law stands. 

b 146. Confining 
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146. Confining your attention to the sum they propose to pay for a license, as 
for example, the sum of 50/., would not that practically have the effect of pre- 
venting many persons who would otherwise enter the trade, from doing so ? — I 
do not know that it would prevent a great many, because, a man entering the 
business of a pawnbroker must be a man of considerable capital ; in the city of 
Cork 50/. would not be a large sum for him to pay; the pawnbrokers would also 
be anxious to make some arrangements about the auction duty, which, except in 
Dublin, is very badly accounted for, and it has been suggested, that this licensing- 
fee should be in lieu of auction duty, and that pawnbrokers’ goods should be sold, 
like bankrupts’ stock, duty free. 

147. Mr Hutton.'] You suggest that your opinion is, that a license should be 
granted by the Government ; what department of the Government would you vest 
such a power in ? — I meant by the Government, the Irish Civil Government ; at this 
moment they license a variety of public traders; they license all venders of gun- 
powder and dealers in arms. 

148. I wish the Committee to know where you would vest that sort of power; 
by the municipal officers you seem to say it has been abused; all I want to know 
is, who you would make the officer to perform this duty ? — I would not be at all 
for vesting it in the corporations of Ireland ; if a power of inspection be necessary, 
and a license to secure the working of the Act, I think the responsibility should 
rest with the executive ; I think, if it was divided among every corporation it 
would become, as it is now, a nullity in the course of a few years. 

149. Chairman.'] And a different system exists in different towns? — Yes. 

150. Mr. Hutton.] Do you not think it would become a nullity with a Govern- 
ment which has so much other business to attend to? — No, I do not think it would ; 
and I may add, it has been talked about for the last year or two, that if a license 
was put upon the pawnbrokers, and the amount would exceed the expense of 
carrying the Act into effect, whether the surplus might not be applied in 
organizing loan funds. 

151. Mr. Redington.] How are the auctioneers in the country appointed ? — By 
the grand juries of the counties ; but it would appear in a great many of the 
counties there are no regularly appointed auctioneers. 

152. Mr. Ponsonby.] Do the auctions in the country take place by regularly 
appointed auctioneers, or by the pawnbrokers themselves ? — On inquiry at the 
Excise-office I could find no information of any auction in the country of 
pawnbrokers’ goods, and, as far as the payment of duty was concerned, they never 
heard of such a thing being returned to the office. 

1 53- Should you not infer that the sales are conducted by themselves? — Yes, or 
by auctioneers who pay no duty. 

1 54. Mr. Redington.] What is the highest penalty to be recovered from a 
pawnbroker for misconduct? — There is a penalty of 10?. if he carries on the 
business of a publican at the same time, and several penalties of 20 s. and 40.?.; 
40 s. seems the highest, except the 1 0 1 . 

155- Mr - Hutton.] Are all those penalties recoverable by the churchwardens ? 
—Yes, most unfortunately, and they are to be applied to the benefit of the poor 
of the parish. At present, pawnbrokers should begin business at 1 0 o’clock ; in 
practice they do not regard that, although liable to penalties if they begin earlier ; 
but they run the risk of that; and it is proposed, if any amendment of the law 
takes place, that they should begin at eight, and close at eight; in fact, there 
is no reason why the shop should be kept shut after eight in the morning, or 
nine, at all events. 

156- Mr. Corry.] You suggest that the pawnbrokers should have an annual 
license to be withdrawn or renewed according to their conduct; is there any other 
suggestion you would make ? — That they should be subject to occasional uncertain 
inspection throughout the year by an officer appointed, the chief constable of 
police, or some officer appointed by the Government. 

Mr. John William Hobbs Haynes , was called in ; and Examined. 

157. Chairman .] HOW are you at present employed ? — I am the conductor of 
Mr. Barrington’s Mont de Pi&e in Limerick. 

158. Were you originally a pawnbroker ?— Yes, for 14 years. 

159, Were 
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159. Were your father and any other members of your family in the trade? — 
My father-in-law and my brother-in-law were both pawnbrokers; none of my own 
family. 

160. Have you a thorough knowledge of the way in which that business is 
transacted in Ireland? — Yes, out of Dublin. 

161. Where did you act as a pawnbroker? — In Mallow, county of Cork. 

162. Your experience is confined more to the southern parts of Irejand than 
the northern? — Entirely the southern. 

163. Have the kindness to state what you consider that point of the law 
relating to the trade of a pawnbroker which at present presses most severely 
upon the poor, and is most inefficient in the objects for which it was enacted? — I 
think, first, as regards the rate of interest, that a pawnbroker may charge whatever 
interest he pleases ; and I have got a set of books here upon which I will show 
the Committee that there is in Dublin the grossest extortion exercised by 
the pawnbrokers in their charges upon the poor, particularly the very lowest 
classes. 

1 64. When you say they may do so, the law does not permit them to charge 
any rate of interest ; but you mean that the law is inefficient in preventing them from 
acting in contravention to its provisions? — The 19th section of the 28th of 
George III. has a table of interest by which pawnbrokers are guided, and it is only 
mandatory, it only says that no higher or greater rate of interest shall be demanded 
or received by any pawnbroker upon any pretence whatever ; there is no 
penalty. 

165. And, in point of fact, from your knowledge of the trade, you believe that a 
larger interest is taken from the persons who pledge goods than that which is per- 
mitted by the statute? — I am confident of it. 

166. Will you produce the book yon said you had? — \The Witness produced, a 
■book.] — Here is a Dublin pawnbroker’s book, his interest-book, and I find here 
there is 5 d. charged for a loan of 5d. 

167. What is this book? — It is a book comprising the articles which are released 
each day ; they arc entered in that book, the principal in one column and the interest 
in the other. 

168. How did you come into possession of this book? — I got it from the person 
who kept the book, in whose hand-writing it is. 

169. From the clerk who kept it for the pawnbroker? — Yes. 

1 70. And this is the book that was used in the common transactions of the 
pawnbroker ? — It is the common interest- book. 

171. What is the name of the person? — His name is Galbraith. 

172. Whose clerk was be? — A Mr. Eades of Dublin. 

173. In what year was that book kept ? — From 1822 to 1827; I believe it is 
part of those years ; I have the whole transactions in another book. 

174. Now have the goodness to point out those places ; just state them? — I had 
better first premise, that the Act recites that for every pledge upon which there shall 
have been lent any sum above is., that is the only sum upon which they can claim 
any interest, any sum under is. they are not allowed to take any interest for, if 
the law could be carried into effect ; but here is 5 d. for a loan of 5 d., and 
8 d. for 10 d. 

175. Mr. Roche.] For what period ? — I should suppose that the 8 d. for 10 d. 
was upon 14 months, and that they charged nue halfpenny a month ; I cannot 
answer that question precisely, but, from what I have found out, I believe it is to 
be so. 

176. Mr. Ponsonby.] Does that book give you any data for forming that 
opinion ? — It gives the date of the pledge, and the interest received, except when it 
is a large sum, and then they refer to the pledging number, which is the number 
upon the original transaction, upon 10 d. 6 \il. is charged. 

177. That book gives the sum charged as interest by the pawnbroker when the 
article is released ? — Yes. 

178. Upon an article which was pledged for $d., the interest charged is 5 d, 
also? — Yes; they could not legally charge that; if the pawnbroker chose to keep 
it in for 14 months, they could not charge more than id. for a ticket for any sum 
under 1 s. 

179. The man received §d. for an article he left with the pawnbroker, and 
paid 1 0 d. to get it out again? — Yes. 

0.88. b 2 ' 180. Mr. 
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Mr. 180. Mr. Corry.~\ Is that a single transaction, or does it often occur? — It 

J. W. H. Haynes, occurs throughout the whole book. 

181. Mr. Redington.] Do you believe that to be the general practice in 
Dublin ? — I believe it is. 

182. Chairman.] Do you find any instances of id. or 3d. lent? — Here is an 
entry of 4 d., and id. is charged; that is correct ; I have 3d. and 3d. charged, 10 d. 
and 8 d., 10 d. and 6c?., and 10 d. and 6fc?. 

183. Ten-pence lent, and on repayment sixpence-halfpenny charged for the use 
of that sum? — Yes; here is another, 7 Id. charged in two entries, at the same time. 

- 184. Mr. Redington.] That might have been for 14 years or 14 months? — It 
is 7 \d.\ I suppose it is for 13 months. 

185. That is only conjecture? — Yes; but they would not keep it Ion o’er than 
14 or 15 months ; here is another, 3d. and 3d . ; here is another entry, 3d. and 3d . ; 
and upon every single entry of 10 d., I find in this book there is 1 Id. charged for 
it ; that is illegal ; not a single entry of 10c?. will the Committee find, without 1 id. 
entered, which is quite illegal. 

186. Chairman .] No sum under is. ought to pay any interest? — No. 

187. Except id. for the duplicate? — Yes; the sum lent should be over i$. ; 
in all Ireland, when the sum lent is over 1 s., they charge a halfpenny interest, and 
for 2$., id . ; but it should be over two and over one. 

1 88. Do they charge the rate of interest in English currency or Irish currency? 
— In British currency. 

189. Do they lend in British? — Yes, they do at present. 

190. They charge the rate of interest in that currency ? — Yes. 

191. Mr. Redington .] In large towns, is a large proportion of the sums lent of 
that amount ? — Yes, a very large proportion of them. 

192. Chairman .] If a poor man was to demur at this charge, what remedy 
would he have? — A summons before a magistrate; but the law does not provide 
any penalty against the pawnbroker. 

1 93. The only redress he gets is to get the over-charge abated, a penny or 
a halfpenny, whatever it may be, and get his goods at the legal rate of interest; 
but he does not recover any penalty from the pawnbroker for having put him to 
the inconvenience of summoning him? — None whatever; there is no penalty in 
the Act; they take advantage always of the first 2s. over 1 /. ; they charge id. for 
that, whereas the Act is very clear, and says a halfpenny for every 2,v. over 1 1 . ; 
they charge 7 d. for a loan of 1/., and is. for 2/. 

194. Mr. Redington.'} How do you know that that sum was merely lent for a 
month from that book ? — I should suppose so. 

195. It is merely supposition ’—There is no doubt of it; here is los., 5 </., that 
is a month s interest, 3d. interest and 2 d. for the ticket. 

196. Mr. Lucas.] Is there a number attached to each entry?— No, there is 
not, except to some large sums, that the owner of the establishment may refer to 
them, and see that they are marked oft' in the pledging-.book of the day. 

197. What means have you of ascertaining for what period the interest is 
charged ? — By my own experience. 

,98 ‘ there any means ' n tlie boolc itsdf °f ascertaining that ?— No. 

199* Mr. Roche.] Ought there to be, in point of law?— No; I will explain it 
to you. A pawnbroker ought to make his clerk enter in his releasing-book the 
number of each pledge released, so that he could see No. 27,467 was released 
that day, upon which 10 s. was lent; it is his duty to put down the number and the 
interest ; and if he was summoned before a magistrate the latter could demand 
ms book, and by reference to the number of the pledge, he could refer to the 
aay-book and see if it was correct; but according as this book is kept, there 
is no check whatever. 1 

, Hava y?" J any means of kn °™g whether the pawnbroker, 
hose clerk kept that book, had any other book more regularly kept than that?— 
He had not ; I have the clerk in town with me H 

Ygg' Y ™ COnCeive that is theonl I' book “ which the transactions were entered? 

thftZ From your knowledge of the trade generally, do yon believe 

that book ,s a fair specimen of the way m which pawnbrokers' books are kept ?- 
W ™ ? y f° f U J em do , notkee P , . hem s ° regularly ; the great majority of them j 

toal!iQd of journal, debtor and 

creditor, if your Lordship will look to this, you will find, that on the 27th of 

December, 
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December, by this book, it appears that the cash lent was 42/. 15s. 8 d., and the 
cash received, 140/. 17s. 1 or/., and 31/. 17 s. 2 d. was the profit upon the 140/. 17.9.; J 
if you refer to these books, they are both corroborative that that was the amount 
released on the 27th of December. 

203. That is the total of the day’s transactions? — Yes; the total of the day’s 
releasing transactions. 

204. Mr. Corn/.] You have stated, you were able to calculate the length of 
lime for which the money was lent by the charges for interest?— -Yes. 

205. If the charges are exorbitant, how can you make any calculation? — Here 
is a charge of 5 s. for a month; 2 \d. profit; that is, 1 id. interest and id. for 
the ticket. 

206. That is the proper charge? — Yes. 

207. Where there is an improper charge, how can you tell ? — The only way I 
can calculate is from what I learnt in Dublin ; that the pawnbrokers, after the 
first month, if the sum lent is only 3 J., they charge one halfpenny a month; 
but that is illegal for a loan of 3 d., and 1 d. for the ticket besides. 

208. Mr. Lucas.] You have stated how you came into the possession of the 
book ; how did it happen that the clerk who was appointed to keep that book got 
it into his possession ? — The clerk got them from the master, who is out of the 
business, for the purpose of examination before this Committee. 

209. Have you got any other book of the same kind? — I have got a day-book 

of the same man’s. { 

210. Mr. Roche.] Of the same pawnbroker? — Yes; they are all the same in 
Dublin. 

211. Chairman .] Was this person in a large business? — Yes; he was making 
1,500/. a year, and some years more ; in one day he received 34/. profit. 

212. Have you got any similar books from Cork? — No ; this is the only speci- 
men of a Cork book I have, and it is only to show if a pawnbroker was summoned 
before the magistrates to produce his book, unless the magistrate understood 
Sanscrit or some extraordinary language, he could never make out this book. — 
[The same was handed in.] 

213. In case a pawnbroker omits to place a table of interest in his shop, 
what penalty is he liable to for that omission ? — There is no penalty whatever 
on him. 

214. In your knowledge of the trade, did you ever know a person to be prose- 
cuted, or to suffer any inconvenience from not having placed a table of interest in his 
shop? — It is never done in the towns of Ireland, with very few exceptions. 

215. Where it is done, is it put where people coming to the shop could read it? — 

I recollect about eight or nine years ago the pawnbrokers of Cork had a meeting 
upon the subject of their table of interest ; they had a meeting in consequence of 
some communications from the magistrates upon the subject, and they took counsel’s 
opinion, which was, I believe, that they were to bang up a table of interest, that 
the law was mandatory, but there was no penalty; they got a table of interest 
printed on slips of paper about the size of this ( half a sheet of foolscap) and they 
put it up in the offices ; but in the offices I saw it in, it was not in such a place that 
people could read it ; the only section of the Act that refers to it is the 30th section 
of the 26 of Geo. III., and it says “ That for the better making known the dif- 
ferent rates of profit on interest upon money that pawnbrokers should be authorized 
to receive, be it further enacted, that all and every person who shall carry on the 
trade or business of a pawnbroker, shall cause to be painted or printed in large 
legible characters the aforesaid rates and profits allowed by this Act, together with 
the rates or prices of the respective duplicates, and hang up the same in some con- 
spicuous part of each office, shop or warehouse where they shall carry on business,” 
and no penalty for not doing so. 

2i 6. Mr. Young.] Is it not an understood thing in every Act where a penalty 
is not specified, that the offence is a misdemeanor, and may be so treated? — I am 
not aware of that. 

217. Sir William Somerville.] Do they not enter into a bond for the proper 
conduct of the business ? — They are bound to lodge a security with the treasurer of 
the county in a county, and in a city with the town clerk. 

218. Do they not bind themselves by the bond to fulfil all the, regulations of the 
Act? — Yes. 

219. W’ould they not forfeit their bonds if they violated the Act? — I am not 

0.88. 11 3 lawyer 
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Mr. lawyer enough to answer that; there are several pawnbrokers who have not given 
tv. H. Haynes, any bond at all. 

• 220. Chairman.] From your knowledge of the trade, what necessity does there 

•12 May 1838. appear to exist for charging a higher rate of interest in Ireland than is practically 
found to be necessary in England? — I do know the necessity for it; it is the 
law. 

221. You do not think it necessary? — No; no person can get into the pawn- 
broking business who has not a sufficient capital, and the persons who extort from 
the poor are those who enter it with small capitals, and gripe all they can from the 
poor. 

222. Is there any thing in the nature of the pawnbroking business that should 
require a higher rate of interest in Ireland than in England ? — None whatever. 

223. Mr. Hutton .] Is not a higher rate of interest paid in Ireland than in Eng- 
land, in all other cases? — I believe money is easier got in England than in 
Ireland. 

224. Chairman.] Have you charged the same rate of interest as that which is 
charged in England, at the Mont de Piete at Limerick ?— No ; we have abolished 
ticket-money, which is a great tax upon the people, and we lend any thin" under 2 s. 
for a farthing for a month. 

225. Is that the legal rate of interest ? — It is rather less ; the English pawn- 
broker will charge a halfpenny for any thing under 2 s. 6 d. 

226. What would an Irish pawnbroker charge for it? — Two-pence for 2 s. 

227. You can prepare a table, showing the rate of interest payable in Einrland 
and in Ireland, and the Mont de Pi6te? — Yes, I can. 

228. In point of fact, the profit upon the price of the tickets you consider as 
much a charge upon the poor man as if additional interest was paid ? — Yes ; I take 
that as a charge in two ways ; first, as to the size of the ticket, which is so very 
small, that from the miserable state of the apparel, the poor persons who pledge 
it is liable to be lost; I think the pawnbroker ought to receive remuneration for 
the ticket, if it is of a proper size. 

229. Have you abolished that charge? — Yes; the Irish pawnbroker may receive 
the same as the English, but the ticket ought to be sufficiently large to contain all the 
articles pledged, which they are not now ; and to avoid which they enter “Sun- 
dries in cover,” and if they lend 205. upon several articles, they will not say, “Coat, 
pantaloons and waistcoat,” but, “ Sundries in cover;” and the duplicate being so 
small, and their apparel so wretched, they are often lost, and then thev are 
charged 2 d. for what is called a stop-ticket, and in some offices 4 d. for the form of 
declaration, not allowed by the Act. 

230. Though you have a reduced rate of interest, at the Mont dc Pidte, do you 
advance as large a sum of money to the persons pledging goods as ordinary 
pawnbrokers do ? — No, decidedly not ; I should not run such a risk. 

~ 3 1 • ^ou make a less profitable trade than the pawnbrokers, but you save 
yourself by advancing a less sum of money ?— Yes ; so as to secure the release of 
the article. 



232. What is about the value you lend upon the goods?— Upon some goods, 
ir they are soiled, we do not lend a quarter, and other articles we do not take in ; 
upon soft^ goods we lend about one-third of the value. 

233. What do you mean by soft goods ?— Clothes, bed-clothes and wearing 

apparel. 0 



234. Mr .Hutton.] In opposition to trinkets ?— Yes. 

235 Chairman.] Or furniture r-That we do not take in, unless a person is 
absolutely distressed and wants to pay rent, and tells a case of distress ; then my 
directions are to relieve him as far as I can with propriety. 

2 3 ' our piofits are of a safer description than those received by ordinary 
pawnbroker 8 , llMiigh the y are l °we r , upon each individual transaction; Ilian that 
business 1 P awnbroker makes ?— Yes ; the pawnbrokers run great risks to get 



237. Mr. Hutton .] You have said you advance about one-third of the value 
upon soft goods; upon watches and plate, and other* coming under the term 
hard goods, What proportion of the value do you lend upon them .’-Silver 
and gold I weigh and lend four-fifths of the value, leaving one-fifth to cover the 
expenses at the end of. the year.. 

238. Your transactions in these goods are small?— Yes, in consequence of tint 
want of sufficient funds ; Mr. Barrington gave me directions to contract the larger 

loans, 
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loans, and to keep the stock I had on hand for the relief of the small class of 
borrowers. 

•23Q. Consequently, if the Mont de Pi6t6 was the only establishment of the 
kind at Limerick, a large class of borrowers would not be accommodated with 
money by you ? — Clearly so. 

240. Mr. Roche'] Would it not have an effect to make a pawner more alert to 
redeem his article, when he does not get so much for it ? — Yes, it has that effect, as 
our weekly release bills will show. 

241. Chairman.] Your business is upon the system of a more rapid return 
of profit than theirs?— Yes, I think so, more than ever I knew of in any esta- 
blishment ; my father-in-law had as much stock in one of his concerns as we have 
in ours, but he made over 50 per cent, profit, near Go per cent, profit upon his 
stock ; I recollect his telling me that, and I saw his books, he made nearly 2,000 1 . 
a year upon 3,500/. stock, but his returns were not so rapid as ours per annum ; 
they were a heavier description of pledges; for instance, he lent 200/. upon a 
lady’s head-dress and necklace ; he lent also 40/. upon two diamonds, and heavy 
sums to that amount. 

242. If a poor person was to come to you, whose object was to raise the largest 
sum they possibly could upon their pledge, and who were comparatively indifferent 
as to the amount of interest you charged, they would find that your establishment 
was not one at which they would obtain the accommodation they required ? — No ; 
they do not come to us now; when first we started; they thought we would lend 
any money upon pledges ; there are a great many of what the pawnbrokers know 
by the name of stickers ; people who purchase goods and pledge them at 
pawn-offices, and get what they can more than they cost them, and there leave 
them. 

243. The small amount you lend them upon the value of the goods induces 
them to go to other pawnbrokers? — Yes. 

244. If yours was the only establishment at Limerick, even supposing that your 
capital was unlimited, would every class of borrowers be accommodated upon the 
terms upon which you would propose to do business ? — 0 yes, certainly ; we could 
accommodate every class of borrower at a cheaper rate than we do now. 

245. You stated you only gave one-third of the value of the goods, and there 
were a class who wished to get much more ? — Those are a class of borrowers 
which, if the pawnbroker knew themselves who they were, they would not lend them 
the money they claim. 

246. There are other persons who, from distress, must want to get a larger sum 
than one-third, and that class of borrowers you would not be able to accommodate ? 
— Certainly not ; that class of borrowers we would not accommodate to the extent 
they want, and which they get from the pawn-offices now. 

247. Mr. Hutton.] Has the establishment of the Mont de Pi6t£ entered into 
the same securities as the other pawnbrokers in Limerick ? — I am a licensed pawn- 
broker myself, and under the new Loan Act, by lodging our rules it is sufficient for 
conducting the establishment of the Mont de Pidtd. 

248. Do you suppose that the interest or profit under your present plan will pay 
the cost of the Limerick establishment? — Yes, no question of it in the world ; it 
is paying 30 per cent, by rapid releasing ; I shall be able to show the Com- 
mittee the rate of interest we are making now regularly per month and per week, 
and the system of the whole establishment, and that we are making 30 per cent, 
upon the stock employed, which will certainly pay all expenses. 

249. Mr. Roche.] Your expectation is not only to raise a sum necessary to pay 
the expenses, but leave a surplus applicable to the public good ?— Yes, no doubt 
of it; and if I had 10,000/. in my hand when it commenced I shall be able to 
sjiow I could give, at the end of two years, 500/. in charity, and at the end of three 
years 1,000/. 

250. Mr. Lucas.] Do you conceive your establishment supplies funds to many 

persons who otherwise would be obliged to pay a larger interest ? — Yes, unques- 
tionably, and particularly the huxters in Limerick; there is a description of persons 
who live entirely on their dealings in huxtering eggs, potatoes and other things of 
that kind, of a very poor description ; they deal almost entirely with us, they pledge 
in the morning their bed-clothes for as much money as will buy six or eight stone 
of potatoes ; they hold them up until evening, and then dispose of them at a higher 
rate to those persons who are not able to come in the morning early to buy from 
the farmers ; they pledge with us for 35. 1 1 d. their bed-clothes ; they are going as 
• 0.88. b 4 close 
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close as they can upon the 4^., for which they only pay us in the evenin'* a half- 
*• penny ; they invariably release the articles in the evening, and support their 
families upon the profit of what ihey have borrowed in the dav. 

251. Do you conceive that any of your customers come from the country, or are 
they confined to the town? — The entire face of the country is directed to our esta- 
blishment, as I consider, in consequence of Mr. Barrington’s name ; people have 
more confidence in an establishment with which his name is connected than with 
any other ; I know that of my own knowledge. 

252. Have you any means of knowing what interest persons residin'* in the 

country would otherwise be obliged to pay for such loans as you make to them?— 
To-morrow I shall be able to show you tile transactions of several days’ releasing ; 
in one column the consecutive numbers, in the next the money lent, in another the 
interest we charge, and in the end column the interest pawnbrokers charge upon 
the very same sum. 0 

2 53 - My question was not directed to the pawnbrokers ; I wish to ask what 
interest, persons residing in the country, who now corne to you, would, in your 
opinion, be obliged to pay, if they borrowed from farmers in the neighbourhood 
and not from pawnbrokers ? — I cannot answer that question ; I do not know any 
farmers rich enough in our country to lend money ; there may be some. 

254. \ ou do not know the transactions of the country people there, as to loans ? 

No, I have heard of some loan transactions ; I have heard of passing notes, to 
be paid after harvest, the interest amounting to half what they borrow. 

2 55 * Your object being to lend them money on more beneficial terms than what 
they can get from pawnbrokers, you have not directed your attention to the country ? 
—No ; at the general average rate of interest, when we receive 7/., the pawn- 
brokers would amount to 17/. 1 

. Mr. Hutton.'] If you were so called upon to close this establishment of the 
Mont de Piete, and sell the deposits, and did not rely upon their release, but 
they remained in hand, would there be a loss or a gain upon the whole cstablish- 
men u i ICrC ". ou ^ 110 loss, I have prepared myself for that, I expected it 

.would be a question ; there would be no loss up to the present day, nor up to the 
end of the year; if we were to call in all our money at the end of 12 months wc 
should sustain no loss, though our present staff would be able to conduct double 
the business. 

257 Do you conceive there would be a gain ?— The business of a pawnbroker is 
that ot a hanker in a small way, with this difference, that a pawnbroker receives 
only his profit at the time the goods are released or sold, the banker receives his 
profit on the instant a bill is discounted with him, therefore our first month’s 
transactions would be a very unfair calculation to make, because the first month 

e did not make 7/. whereas in our 12th month we make near 100/. — over qol.; 
that is the last month ; the interest received on the first month for 20/. where it 
amounted to 8*., would now amount to U. 10/., or 1/. 15s., or 1/. i8.v., but in 
no instance upon t le releasing of certain goods in our establishment can it be so low 
as it was the first month. 

258 ,' * P res ™« that at the end of each year you estimate as nearly as you can 
the actual value of the pledges m store, and calculate the amount of interest due 
upon the sums advanced, so as to be able to calculate the vearly profit or loss on 

»neLn 8 ? b an” 6 " 1 ’ •* “'!!" ,he pled i!e s at tlie sum *ey would then bring if sold by 

i. 1 , er P a ying the overplus to the poor, which would be enormous, there 

■ r |? e uiuch gain ; it is not to be expected in the first year, after selling and 
paying the overplus, we should have enough to pay every thing. 

wu Roche -\ Have 5'°” ,lad al) y Public auction ?— No, not yet. 

2b°. When you have you will have a considerable sum to pay r— Yes ; because 
I2 , m ? I,tbs “ I business I took an inventory, and went through them 
with the head valuator, and valued them again. s 

rannive I ! a netPV UCll n partical f acco ™ t »f the owner of each article, that you 
can give a notice to each party when the sale takes place 1 — Yea 

otherwi. 7 ?” y0U 1 et,sed a ? y , m T, S t0 prevem the reception of goods stolen, or 
“ ' “ , T . perly , l 01 ” 6 by !~ No ’ ™ y not takin S d) em in before legal hours, 

dmn tl ° close watch upon the persons bringing them ; l have no better means 
than the pawnbrokers, I mean the honest pawnbrokers, employ to detect thefts ; 

rnlLrrUnuIolier mESS 1 ^transported three, Vd handed severs. 

263. Chairman ] You stated just, now when your sales would, occur there would 

! be 
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be a large sum to pay to the poor people as overplus ? — Y es, on several articles 
there will. 

264. You have not taken into account that there will be any loss upon any one 
article that has been pledged with you? — With the exception of a blanket that 
has been a little moth eaten, notwithstanding our caution; because there is a 
person who is employed to go round every day, and to brush and examine every 
article ; with the exception of that, and I believe a pair of pantaloons, all the other 
things will undoubtedly bring the money lent on them, and many of them leave 
a large overplus. 

265. If you are mistaken in that idea, and if they sell for considerably less 
than you anticipate, the loss will have to be borne by the establishment ? — Indeed 
I think I have a right to bear it myself. 

266. If the pawnbrokers were to incur a similar loss, it might be balanced by 
the. gains they make upon the overplus not demanded by the persons who pledge 
the goods ? — Yes, they generally put one thing against the other. 

267. Which is a class of profit you will not make ?■ — We cannot make it if it is 
claimed ; if it is not claimed at the end of a certain time, the overplus will go to 
the benefit of Barrington’s Hospital. 

26S. What is the value of the goods you have now prepared for sale? — None 
will be prepared before I go back. 

269. What do you suppose is the amount of goods you have in hand you will 
have to sell ? — I should suppose not 100/., nor 60/. 

270. A large proportion of the articles you have taken in you think will be 
released ? — Yes, an immense number ; we had no more than about 20,000 pledges 
in the house, and we have taken in nearly 200,000 since we commenced. 

271. You cannot tell me how many pledges there are for sale? — I should sup- 
pose that there are 200 or 250 ; I should suppose it would be about that. 

272. Do you keep all the articles of soft goods for 12 months? — Yes. 

273. You never sell at the end of six months ? — No. 

274. The practice of an ordinary pawnbroker is to sell at the end of six 
months his soft goods ?— Not the wealthy pawnbrokers ; they do not sell at the 
end of six months. 

275. Do not the soft goods deteriorate beyond the six months? — Yes; I think 
it a loss to the pawnbroker to keep them longer than six months below 5 s. 

27b. If it is a loss to the pawnbroker, it is a loss to the pledger ? — Yes. 

277. What is the charge you make for a ticket to replace another that has been 
lost?— Nothing. 

278. You make no charge ? — No. 

279. Do you make any charge for the form of the affidavit? — No; because the 
ticket and the affidavit are printed upon one. 

280. Do you find that not making any charge, it causes a great laxity on 
the part of the people to whom you give the tickets ? — No ; the poor creatures 
never come except when they lose it ; they generally come crying and frightened 
about it. 

281. When the practice is known in the neighbourhood that you make no 
charge for a stop-ticket, may it not create a laxity on the part of the poor?— 
Yes, it may in some instances, but we make them get it signed by the magistrate 
which gives them additional trouble ; the pawnbrokers do not do that ; if they 
know them, they charge them id ., and give them a stop-ticket. 

282. Does the magistrate make any charge? — Not in Limerick; in the city of 
Dublin they do. 

283. What do they charge? — The magistrate or his clerk charges 4 d. for a 
declaration to enable any person to get his stop-ticket ; in no instance have I 
ever known the county magistrates make any charge in Limerick, or in Mallow, 
Kanturk, or other county magistrates. 

284. The ordinary pawnbrokers, provided that they pay the fee upon the stop- 
ticket, are not particular in sending them to certify the loss of the ticket before a 
magistrate? — No; if they know the person, or get security from some shop- 
keeper who would be accountable for the goods, they give it to them. 

285. You think the charge made at present upon the poor, in the case of the 
loss of a ticket, is too high ? — Indeed I do. 

286. It is allowed by law? — No, it is not; I beg to state, while I was a 
pawnbroker, for 14 years I never made them any charge for any stop-ticket ; 
I had them printed, and invariably gave them for nothing. 

0.88. c 287. Mr- 
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287. Mr. Hutton.] Are you aware that the fee paid at the police-office in 
Dublin is on the affidavit? — I know there is a fee paid upon swearing the affidavit • 
the fee of the pawnbroker is, independent of that, 2 d. 

288. Chairman.] Then in Dublin and Cork the pawnbroker charges 2 cl for 
the stop-ticket ; 2 i. for the form of the affidavit, and tile magistrate 41/ for 
the signing it? — Yes, so I understand. 

289. Making in all 8 d. ? — Yes. 

290. And that charge is made, whether the article is worth 1 ,t. or 1 1 ? Yes 

or 10/. ‘ cs ’ 

291. Constituting a tax upon the poor man r — Yes. 

292. Mr. Hutton.] Does not the pawnbroker run an increased risk whenever a 
second ticket is given?— No; the 7th section of the 26 George III. enacts that if 
the duplicate is lost, and the goods remain unredeemed, the owner is to prove his 
property to the satisfaction of a justice ; and the person warning or noticing to the 
pawnbroker that his ticket is lost, and producing this stop-ticket, the pawnbroker 
is bound to give him the goods, and the pawnbroker is indemnified by that Act 

293. When I asked the question, my object was this, to inquire whether the 
pawnbroker having given out two tickets or two duplicates for the same article 
his risk is not increased the inomen the gives the second ticket • because his elerl’ 
may deliver that article upon the first, and having given a second, may be bound 
to replace it r— In the event of persons losing a ticket, they go to the pawnbroker 
and state the loss of it, and the day they pledged it, if they can recollect it ■ if not’ 
a reference is made to the book, and the pawnbroker, upon finding the «trv in 
the book agreeing with the man s story of the ticket lost, goes up-stairs, where the 
goods are, and finds the article there, he pins a bit of paper alongside the ticket 
upon the article with the word -'Stop" written upon it; and if any person b fo gs 
the ticket winch is lost, and the pawnbroker goes to the store, and finds therefs 
a stop upon the article, lie knows that the person who produces the ticket does 
so to release the property of another person, and not his own. 

be^ld f* T 0 }'™ troubIe t0 tbe pawnbroker, is it not reasonable he should 
KJrttobTpaiifoTrt P a ' d,0 '-‘™ ti "S ** fonn of the declaration, he 

295. And a certain sum for the trouble of his clerk going and marking it 
and the list he runs of his clerk omitting it, and being called upon to replace it 
again . Yes, he ought to have some remuneration. 

J®?' Cdcmmffl!.] You think, in three respects, the interest, the ticlcct-rnonev 

" " ,e C ° UDtryparts ofIre,a ” (l giving notices of 

298. Who is the person whose dutv it is to <rivp -pi i i 

enter 6 ^er^perso^'wh^'pl^d to^* giv^hat^notice j^they 

aU 2 |L Under4S ‘ lheCOrreCtresideilCeis S i «n?-No, there is no residence at 

4 s., It is either the Rock or Bray. me notice ?— Yes ; wherever there is 

—Yes, on the poor, and^other* US6fUl fOT makin S an additional charge? 

nor the pawnbrok^LkVZ^Me^o/?— Nr n tht e Da 00r h W k ioh 4 ne ‘ ther the p0 °f 
4d. or 31?., as the case may he; but it is quite ’ttsfe^ 

their 
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their residences, and it is quite sufficient for the pawnbroker to have a bell ringing 
during the time of sale, instead of giving notice. 

304. Mr. Hutton.] What should you think of having the day of the auction 
placed upon every duplicate; the pawnbroker being obliged to state, “ this article 
will be sold on a certain day;” would there be any objection to that; would it 
not advertise to the individual, if he goes to a certain place on a certain day he 
will find the goods there to be sold, and he might purchase the article, or get some 
friend to do it for him; do you see any great objection to that?— Yes, 1 do ; in 
the first instance, I think that it would be a very great hardship upon the pawn- 
broker to state he will sell it on a certain day ; he might not be able to do it ; but 
if, when he gives the first notice of auction, he was compelled, when a person 
applied to him, to write on the back when and where he would send it for sale, and 
if the goods were sold by catalogue, the- pawnbroker would be able to do it ; 
but it would be a hardship on the pawnbroker to be obliged to do it ; at first it 
might lead them into a forfeiture of a penalty. 

305. With respect to the payment of the overplus to the poor people, have 
you no practical experience at present, at the Mont de Pi6t6 in Limerick? — No, 
we have not, as yet ; we have had no sale. 

30G. Is not the object of all the machinery of the present law, respecting 
auctions, to secure to the owner of every forfeited pledge the overplus which may 
be received on the sale of his property, beyond the principal and interest advanced 
on it by the pawnbroker? — No doubt of it; if the present law as it exists was 
carried into effect, it would be most beneficial for the poor, because the manner of 
proceeding when the goods are to be sold are first stated ; the auctioneer is to 
get from the pawnbroker a list of the goods and names of the persons who pledge 
them, so that by a reference to the auctioneer’s book, at any time afterwards, a 
person would be able to know that it was his own article that was shown to him, 
and sold for a certain sum ; it says, that all pledges that remain in their possession, 
the pawnbroker or appraiser shall enter the same in a book specially kept for 
that purpose, in a fair and proper manner, always comparing the same with the 
entries that are made in the book of the pawnbroker who shall have lent the 
money thereon, which book the pawnbroker is required to produce to the 
appraiser. 

307. All that machinery is to enable the person to get the overplus ? — Yes. 

308. Then the machinery of giving notice of the sale of goods is with the same 
object? — Yes, with that object. 

309. And the machinery of having the auctioneer licensed, and under security, 
is for the same object ? — Yes; the auctioneers out of Dublin ought to be appointed by 
the grand juries ; but there was never an instance of it known, except one or two 
in Belfast; in Cork I know of one instance; a person was appointed by the Cork 
grand jury, Mr. Martin, and the pawnbrokers refused to give him any goods to sell ; 
he went to law with them, but there were so many loop-holes, they crept out of it. 

310. The object of introducing all that machinery of the auctioneer, the sale- 
book and the notice to the pawner, is to obtain the overplus to the poor man in 
case it sold for more than the sum lent? — Yes, certainly. 

311. If that object is not obtained, all that machinery is a loss both to the 
pawnbroker and the pawner? — Yes. 

312. It is an unusually expensive system which must ultimately be to the disad- 
vantage of both parties? — Undoubtedly so. 

313. Do you conceive at present it has had any effect in obtaining the object ? — 
No ; there may be instances of pawnbrokers giving the overplus to the poor, but 
they are few, I believe ; in fact, in Limerick, where I am now, some of the pawn- 
brokers there sell the goods by private sale almost entirely. 

314. Do you suppose they would admit they sold them by private sale?— 
They cannot deny it. 

315. Is there a penalty upon not selling them by auction? — Yes, there is; 
the pawnbroker or appraiser, acting contrary to the Act, is to forfeit treble the value 
of the goods. 

316. Where does that penalty go ? — The way they all go, to the churchwardens 
and the poor of the parish. 

317. And that part of the Act has thrown no impediment in the way of those 
who disregard its provisions in this particular? — None whatever for the last nine 
years, in Limerick ; there was not a single article of plate sold by the pawnbrokers 
in Limerick. 

0.88. c 2 318. How 
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318. How were they sold? — They must sell them by private sale, or keep 

• them. ’ ^ 

319. Is there any penalty for an auctioneer making a false entry of o- 00 ds 
sold, that is to say, receiving one sum, and putting down another sum ? & No • 
the Act says, no goods shall be sold without a proper entry, or the pawnbroker 
or appraiser acting contrary is liable to a penalty ; that infers he was to make 
a proper entry. 

320. There is no specific way pointed out by the Act of imposing a penalty 

upon him ? — No. h ^ 

321. In point of fact, do you believe false entries are made by the pawn- 

brokers? — Yes; I am sure that the pawnbrokers, to avoid paying the overplus 
enter it wrong sometimes. 5 

322. And to avoid paying the duty ? — There is very little of that paid ; Mr. 
Flaherty, the excise officer of Limerick, told me that the return of sales of soft 
goods in Limerick was a mere bagatelle ; and, as to plate, there was not a 
single spoon sold in Limerick since he had been there, which is nine or ten 
years ; also the pro-collector of Fermoy — I believe he is in London now • he 
stated, that all the returns made of pawnbrokers’ sales to his department are 
mere nonsense, that they are not worth speaking of ; sixpence is returned sometimes 
as the auction-duty upon a sale ; it is the custom in the city of Cork, where there 
are a great many pawnbrokers, to employ an auctioneer at so much a day, out of 
which he must pay the auction duty ; no matter what he sells. 

323. What description of people are the pawnbrokers’ auctioneers in Cork? 

No respectable auctioneer will act for them at the wages they pay them, with the 
exception of those auctioneers who sell silver plate for them. 

324. Sir William Somerville .] How many pawnbrokers’ auctioneers are 
there in Cork ?— I believe four or five ; they are of the very poorest class of 
persons. 

325. Do they employ different persons to sell plate and soft goods ?— Yes. 

326. Mr. Redington.] What is the reason of that?— They sell the plate at the 
auction-houses of two very respectable auctioneers, Mr. Marsh and Mr. Pennington- 
but I beg to remark on the way in which they sell their plate ; they send in the 
plate to those auctioneers, who, from their respectable character, would be very 
likely for a person to apply to, in order to get an account of the overplus ; but 
upon sending the plate to them, they take off the original ticket and put private 
numbers of their own, so that the auctioneer does not know whether the plate was 
all pledged together, or whether it belonged to 011c person or not. 

327. Chairman .] You are stating this as a fact?— Yes. 

328. There is no possibility of the owner ascertaining whether there is an over- 
plus r — Except through the pawnbroker. 

329. Is there a penalty upon the pawnbroker not producing the book of sales 
to any person who applies for it ? — There is. 

33°. What is the penalty— is it an efficient one?— The penalty is, I believe, 
10L; but I beg to remark, that Mr. Edward Penefather’s opinion was, from the 
loose way the Act was worded, that where there was a penalty upon in one clause, 
it was done away with by another, 

33 1 - Mr. Beamish.'] \ou have stated these cases of the Cork pawnbrokers 
from your °wn knowledge’— Yes, generally speaking; my father-in-law and my 
two brothers-in-law were in business as pawnbrokers in Cork. 

332. You have stated it from information derived 'from them?— Yes, and other 

persons. ’ 

333 - And not so much your own positive knowledge ?— No ; I can speak to 
“y own knowledge, from my own personal observation; it occurred 
j at her-in-law s goods, after his death; several pawnbrokers took 

^ h “ £ t*?. b j lng ’ and sent in ,beir P late to sell ; and I specially 
remarked, though I had no idea then of undertaking Mr. Barrington’s Mont do 

f .? “° ° n ? nal entry D P° n the articles > numbered l, 2, 3, 4, to 

enable the auctioneer to keep an account of them. 

hrnkpto ^p'" P° ^° U ^ wou ^ be °f a ^y public advantage if pawn- 

w , e - r “ bl !? ed t0 . put on each duplicate a number, and keep a number 
corresponding in his book ?— He is obliged to do that. 

yo ° tbink ,here ought lo be a more efficient scheme of 
penalties for not selling goods by auction, for not making a proper entry of the 

goods 
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goods as they are sold, and not producing to the person who has pawned goods 
the book in which that entry is made? — Yes, certainly. J- 

336. To whom ought it to be payable? — Either entirely to the informer, or half 
to the informer. 

337. Mr. Hutton.'] Are you aware there have been convictions in Cork without 
the interference of the churchwardens ? — I believe the pawnbrokers convicted one 
another there ; they employed persons to watch each other, to see if they would 
take in at illegal hours, and they convicted each other in that way ; I know that 
the respectable portion wished the legal hours to be kept. 

338. Mr. Corry.] Do you know if instances are rare, or do they frequently occur, 
of the churchwardens recovering penalties ? — 1 never heard of one instance of it. 

339. Chairman.'] What hours are the auctions held in the country?— By day; 
Dublin is the only place I ever knew it at night. 

340. Who are the people who attend the sales in cities? — Generally buyers 
or jobbers, and sometimes a stranger will go in ; but, from the description of the 
place where they are sold, no respectable person will go to buy. 

341. Do the persons who have pawned goods take much trouble to ascertain 
the day when their goods are to be sold ? — No; they may apply for the overplus; 

I believe, in Cork, if the jobbers, who are generally the buyers there, find any per- 
son bidding for an article, and they consider the article belongs to that person, 
they will not bid against him ; but if they consider a person comes in to buy goods, 
they will overbid an article to get it up. 

342. So as to deter him entering into any competition with them? — Yes; but 
if a person says, “ That is my article, do not bid against me,” they have that feel- 
ing, they do not do it. 

343. Do you believe it is a common and ordinary practice to sell the goods in a 
shop, without sending them to auction, before the time of redeeming them is expired? 
— In the country parts of Ireland, in the small towns, I am sure it is the case. 

344. If it is done, is there any efficient way of bringing the pawnbroker to 
account? — There are penalties ; but, from the entangled state of the Act, they 
cannot be effectually recovered. 

345. If a person does so, can he continue in business as a pawnbroker ; is 
there any thing to prevent it ? — Nothing whatever. 

346. What is, generally speaking, the expense of a summons to a person who 
goes to complain of such a transaction ? — In Limerick I believe it is Gd., and in 
the country parts, 6 r/. ; I believe it is more in Cork, because the magistrates 
have the power of adjourning the case, or of re-hearing, and then they get lod. 
more ; and the magistrates, in some cases, do adjourn when there is an application 
made ; in fact it is a tedious way. 

347. Is the expense in Cork more than the poor man can incur, unless the loss 
had been considerable ?— Yes ; indeed it is not worth his while, as the Act does not 
give the magistrate a power of giving the poor man the loss of his day-labour in 
going to seek for redress. 

348. Are the books kept in such a way as to make it difficult for the pawn- 
broker to ascertain whether the articles had been sold at the proper time? — There 
is one of the Cork books on the table ; and you cannot understand the name of the 
person or the description of the article. 

349. The pawnbroker may commit an error, and he will be enabled to evade the 
penalty he has incurred by that means? — Yes. 

350. He may sell the goods in error ? — Yes, he may, by selling by numbers; 
he will sell up to the 1st of March ; his number is then 27,000, and he will sell all 
under 27,000. 

351. But his books are kept in such a manner that he may commit an error to 
the injury of the poor man ? — Yes ; the magistrate could make nothing of that book, 
even with the ticket produced. 

352. If a system of inspection was enacted, it would be necessary that the officer 
should see that the books were properly kept, so as to make an error improbable? 
— Yes, and to see that the auctioneer’s books were kept in such a state as the Act 
intended, putting down the number of the article, the description of the goods, and 
what each lot produced, the money lent, the interest due, what it sold ior, and the 
overplus coming to the owner, all in one line ; such ought to be the way, if this 
Act was followed up ; but no such book is kept in Dublin. 

353. Sir William Somerville.] Or in Ireland ; can you say that?— -Yes I can; 
there is no such book kept as the Act points out. 

■ 0.88. c 3 354 - I s 
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J IV H* H 354 • Is there generally any unwillingness to produce these books? — I am not 

ay nes. avvare 0 f j t j n y) u bij n ; but I know in country towns they refused plum ply ; and in 
22 May 1838 ° ne Case 1 Sen . t a wll0,e bunclle of tickets belonging to one poor man by a 
y d ' person, to see if they were sold, and if not, to release them, and if sold, to claim 
any overplus ; and the answer was, that they were sold ; and when the penny 
was tendered to inspect the book, they were told to leave the shop, that they kept 
no auction-book. 

355. Mr. Beamish .] Where did that occur ? — In Limerick ; there are highly 

respectable and wealthy men in Limerick, who would not do it. 0 ^ 

356. Chairman .] If they do it, are there any means of punishing them ? No 

not as the Act is framed ; one section of the Act repeals another. 

357. Is it under the idea that such practices will not prevail at the Mont de 

Pi£te that the poor are induced to go there? — Yes, that and the low rate of 
interest; when they say they want so much, I say, “ We only lend what will cover 
the interest and the expenses, and if you want to have the overplus, and will come 
here at the end of 1 2 months, there shall be an auction clerk to give you information 
whether ii; has been sold, and the overplus, if there has been a sale j” and the* 
answer has been, “God bless you, and Mr. Barrington; there was never any thing 
like it in Limerick before.” J ® 

358. Is it the practice generally to sell at the end of six months ? — Some pawn- 
brokers do ; the wealthy pawnbrokers do not ; and they lose upon small articles, in 
consequence of not doing so. 

359. Is there any penalty in the Act for not keeping the goods 1 2 months ?— 
No ; the Act allows them to sell all goods under 10 s. in six months. 

360. In the country do they sell goods over ioj. in six months? — Yes. 

361. What are the hours of business you keep?— In winter from ten to four, 

and in summer from ten to six ; and I consider, that if those hours were kept 
generally by the pawnbrokers, it would be a great measure to stop thefts in Ireland ; 
the robberies are generally committed at night, and the person robbed would have 
an opportunity ot giving notice of what the marks on the goods were, and they ' 
could be detained. 7 

362. Do you suppose there is not much business in which poor people are 
really compelled to borrow before the hour of 10 o’clock?— I do not know that; I 
know that some persons may require money before 10 o’clock, but if you admit 
one you must admit every one; the persons who steal goods in the country come 
into the towns and pledge them early, before the persons who have lost them have 
time to come into the town ; the Act says, “ Whereas, it is necessary, in order the 
better to detect and prevent thefts and robberies, that the respective pawnbrokers 
aforesaid should have stated times and hours appointed for them to receive and 
take in pledges; be it therefore enacted, that no pawnbroker shall take in any 
ptedge on Sunday, nor before 1 0 in the morning of any other day of the week, nor 
alter four in the afternoon of any of the said days, between the antli day of 
September and the 25th day of March,” that is the winter half year, “nor before 
10 in the morning as aforesaid, or after seven in the afternoon 011 the summer half 
year to wit, the 25th ot March and 29th of September." 

303. Those regulations are contravened ' They are very seldom attended to, 

except in Cork ; some of the respectable pawnbrokers summons some of the others, 
and try to make them keep the hours. 

I Jl 4 ' ^ there , a P e nalty attached to it ?— Yes, a penalty of 40s. ; 

summoned a Limerick pawnbroker myself, for taking in pawns at illegal hours ; 
and X forgave him, on the promise that he would not do so again. 

rwL! ?™! ht /°“ Sald that the pe " all f couid onlv be collected by the 
mad? 2118 ■- A “J‘P ersonma y proceed upon this clause, upon proof being 

tote churchwardens. 0116 m ° re a ” d the is to be paid 

366. Chairman.] Is there any fine in the Act for taking goods from neonle i 

a state of intoxication ?— None in the Trial. 1.. .1 A.P „ , P e0 P le 

) persons evei 
;et money ? — 

5 character of 
ive often coir 

have said, “You may as .well take it, we can pledgi ’it elsTwhereF andT havJ 

aifPl’ ThPm nnrl houn .1 1 .1 , . ’ 



r J luWMLttllou - ^e m the Irish Act, there is in th 

30/. Do persons ever come to you at the Mont de Piete, in a state of intoxi- 
cation, to get money ?-Yes, several ; and I have made ii T^le tLt anvbX 
who has he character of being an habitual drunkard shall not get money on loan ; 
and they have often come in in a state of intoxication ; we have * 
have said, “ You may as well take it, we can pledge it elsewhere ; t 

brokertefose a't hind. ’ l ‘ aVe ,he > have P led ^ a P*™- 

368. Mr. 
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368. Mr. Beamish.'] Do you know the average time goods are left in pawn? — 
One with another, before they sell them, taking those redeemed and those sold, 
I should say four or five months. 

369. Mr. Young.] How long do they generally remain ?— A week ; I shall he 
able to show you the number of is. pawns redeemed weekly. 



J ovist, 24° die Mali, 1838. 



MEMBERS PRESENT : 



Mr. Hutton. 

Lord Viscount Adare. 
Mr. Ponsonby. 

Mr. W. Roche. 



Mr. John Young. 
Mr. Lucas. 

Mr. Corry. 



LORD VISCOUNT CLEMENTS, in the Chair. 



Mr. John William Hobbs Haynes , again called in ; and further Examined. 

370. Chairman.] WILL you explain the management of the establishment 
which you superintend at the Mont de Piete, at Limerick ; what is the num- 
ber of persons employed in the establishment? — About 12 . 

371. What are their different occupations? — They are chiefly young lads, 
whose occupation is merely taking memorandums of the different tickets that 
come in, and getting the articles, and having them thrown down and given out 
to the public as they are released ; there are seven check clerks and runners, 
three valuators and the conductor. 

372. Have you not also a cash clerk ? — I count the check clerks cash clerks ; 
any person can do that business, because of the checks. It is impossible that 
he can have a penny astray ; he must account to me every night for the amount 
of money received. This is the form of the day-book [producing the same] . 

373. Does the cash clerk keep this day-book ? — No, that is kept by the clerk 
who takes down the names of the persons who leave the goods that are pledged 
and the value he puts on them. The valuator receives the goods and values 
them, and he tells the name of the goods and the value to the clerk who keeps 
that book and writes the ticket. 

374. Will you describe the nature of the duties performed by the different 
check clerks ? — One clerk has to write in the day-book. On the ticket being 
written, it is delivered to the person who has given the goods to the valuator, 
and the ticket is then taken to the cashier, who then pays to the person producing 
the ticket whatever amount of money appears on it. 

375. Mr. Hutton.] No. 1 you call the day-book clerk who keeps the day- 
book? — Yes, and writes the duplicate. 

376. What is No. 2 ? — No. 2 is the cashier, who pays the money which 
appears upon the face of the duplicate presented to him. 

377. Chairman.] What is No. 3 ? — No. 3 is the storekeeper, who receives 
into his possession the goods after they are labelled to correspond with 
the duplicate, and with the entry in that book, and keeps an account of 
them. 

378. ' What is No. 41 — That finishes the pledging department of the article. 
Then, in the event of its being released, there is the releasing cashier, who re- 
ceives the money and calculates the interest on each pledge that is released, and, 
of course, he keeps a book in which he keeps an account of the money 
received. 

379. What is No. 5 1 — No. 5 is the releasing store-keeper, as no ticket can 
get out of the establishment that does not pass through his hands ; he merely 
enters the ticket in the book, the pledging number, the consecutive releasing 
number, the money lent and the interest received. 

380. Mr. Hutton.] Are the Committee to understand that there are two num- 
bers upon each duplicate, a receiving number and a releasing number ?— -There 
are, for the purpose of checking it afterwards. 

381. Chairman.] What are the duties of the clerks Nos. C and 71 — Those are 

• 0.88. c 4 runners, 
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Mr. runners, persons who get the goods, after they are entered in the releasing 

-/. W. El. Haynes, cashier’s book ; they run through the stores and get them. 0 

~ ~ ~ 382. They are merely porters ? — Porters. 

24 May 1838. 283. They do not keep a book? — No. 

384. What are the other three officers ? — Valuators. 

385. Who value the goods when they are offered for pawn? — Yes, there is a 
head valuator, and two under him, and the three united form their opinion on 
pledges when they come in, and if there is any doubt of the value, they take each 
other’s opinion, and then come to a decision upon the value. 

386. Does clerk No. 1 go to No. 8, 9 and 10 , and get them to value the "oods 
and then give the duplicate upon their valuation ? — When the valuators receive' 
the goods, they call out to No. 1, for example, “ Honora Hart, a light blue gown 
1 s. 8 d.” 

387. Mr. Ponsonby.) Who takes the goods to the valuators? —The person 
who comes to pawn goods comes to the valuator, who, if he allows the money 
that is asked, cries out “ Honora Hart, alight blue gown, 1 s. 8 d. ■” then the 
ticket is numbered as here, 30 , 645 ; that is the number in the book and the 
number that is on the ticket. 

388. That number is attached by the clerk No. 1 ? — Yes ; then when that ticket' 
is taken to the cashier, he enters in his book opposite “ 30 , 645 , 1 s. 8 d.” so that, 
if the ticket is brought to him a second time, he refers to the number and finds 
the money paid on it. 

389. Chairman.] Is there not an 1 1 th officer in the institution ?— There are 
12 in the whole. 

390. Who are the other two officers?— A night watchman and an assistant 
porter. 

391. Is there also a secretary of the institution?— No, only Mr. Douglas. 

392. That makes 13 officers in the institution ?— Yes, Mr. Douglas’s salary 
depends entirely upon the prosperity of the concern ; lie receives no salary, and 
he has drawn none. 

393. Mr. Roche.] You said that many of those clerks are young men ?— All 
young lads. 

394. What age generally ?— They are from 14 to 18 . 

395. Do they go to your establishment both for the purpose of salary and 
remuneration as well as for instruction ?— They only receive 5 .9. a week ; they 
do not all receive that ; there are some of them that are expectant, and I could 
get 30 persons to come in to work, expecting, when the establishment would pay, 
to get salaries. 

396. Chairman.] Can you state the present amount of salary paid to the 13 
officers ?— About 39 l. a month ; we pay the lads 1 l. a calendar month. 

397. How much is that for the year ’—About 464 /. 10 s. for the year. 

1 398 - Have you any objection to state the salary to each officer ? — Not in the 

• ^ 1 ' ^ utton -^ What is the amount paid to the valuators ? — The average 

is 14 s. 4 d. each, weekly ; that is for three of them, making 21 . 3,9. 

400. What is the salary to No. 1 , the day-book clerk, who gives the dupli- 
cates . “Five shillings a week, and all the other clerks have 5 s. a week. 

40 1 . 1 he porter, night-watchman and assistant porter, what are they paid ? — 

1 hey average also 5 s. each; the night-watchman has 9 s., another has 2 s. 6 d. 
and another has 4 s. 

402. Chairman.] Do you think that an institution of that kind could ensure 
the services of officers properly qualified for a similar amount of salary?— No 
doubt of it, "with the checks I have over them. 

, 4 ° 3 - Will you explain the system of checks? — I will; here are our tickets, 
the tickets of 1837 and the tickets of 1838 . The tickets of 1837 are white, the 
tickets of 1838 are green. Now, if any number is called out, I shall be able in 
a moment to show whether it is released or not. On referring to the book, you 
•will see every article that is released ; those marked red are released, those with- 
out any mark are not released. This is our first book. In our book in June 
and July, I do not think they are fifty articles in the month of June that are not 
released. 

404. This is the book of receipts ; you have also a book of deliveries ' Yes. 

[The Witness produced the same.] 

405. Will 
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405. Will you take one of the instances of pawning referred to in that 
book, and describe to the Committee the process that the article goes through 1 
in pawning, and in releasing it ?— I will ; Miss Crow comes in with a waistcoat 
and drab trousers, and gives them to the valuator ; he values them at 4 s. ; he 
calls out to the clerk who has the charge of the day-book, “ Miss Crow, that lives 
at the Abbey, a waistcoat and drab trousers, 4s.” It is then entered in the day- 
book, the consecutive number of the day-book is entered in this part of the 
ticket, and the same entry is put in the book ; the ticket is filled up and given to 
the owner of the goods. 

406. Mr. Hutton.'] Have you any book to show what the actual value of the 
article is, as contradistinguished from the sum lent ? — No, only from the general 
direction that one-third of the value is lent on the goods. In some instances, 
not one-sixth is taken. 

407. Mr. Young.] Then, from the sum lent you may assume that the value 
of the article is three times that ? — You may, in soft goods, that is, wearing 
apparel ; not in plate. 

408. Mr. Corry .] What proportion do you advance on hard goods ? — Four- 
fifths, because they cannot deteriorate. 

409. Chairman.] What is the next process ? — Then the ticket is presented to 
the cashier, who pays the money that is marked on it, entering it in his book at 
the same time, “ No. 90,830, 4 s.” 

410. Mr. Ponsonby.] Does all this take place in one room? — In one room, 
with separate offices divided from each other, so that the valuators can have no 
communication with the cashier, nor can the cashier have any communication 
with the valuators. It is separate divisions of the same office. The goods are 
then labelled by the valuator and taken to the store-room, where the store- 
keeper enters them in his book. This ticket goes out of the concern entirely, 
but a memorandum of it is made here, and from this memorandum a duplicate 
of the ticket is made, which is sewed on the goods, and they are taken up to 
the storelceeker, who puts them into lots or bins, where they are kept. 
He takes an account of each article as he puts it in, and the money 
lent. He tots up his book at night, the cash-keeper tots up his book 
at night, and the valuator tots up his book at night ; and if the three 
books agree, the accounts are right. When their books agree, they sign this 
document, which is sent me every night, with the balance of cash ; that finishes 
the transaction as far as pledging goes. What is taken into the store is so much 
property accounted for to me. Then the person comes to release that on the 10th 
of March ; the releasing cashier then makes this entry on it, “ 10th March, 4s.” 
opposite the words “sum lent;” opposite “interest,” Id., making 4s. Id. 
The person gets a piece of tin, with 713 stamped upon it, which number is written 
on the ticket ; then no other person can get the goods but the person producing 
the tin, which agrees with the number on the ticket. The ticket is then sent up- 
stairs to the releasing storekeeper, who enters it opposite the corresponding re- 
leasing number, 713 ; the ticket is afterwards given to the runners, who get the 
article, and it is then thrown down-stairs through the spout, and given to the 
owner upon her producing the tin, 713, which corresponds with the ticket. 

411. And the book of the releasing cashier and of the releasing storekeeper 
must check one another ? — They must correspond with one another. 

412. Is not the releasing cashier a very responsible office? — It is a responsible 
office as far as regards correctness ; the person I employ in it is a young lad I 
took a great liking to, because he was serving his time with me as a printer ; he 
fives with me, for which I charge nothing, expecting that, as soon as the establish- 
ment makes sufficient to pay larger salaries, as releasing cashier, he will get a 
salary remunerative. 

413. Then you admit that the salary that such a responsible officer gets at pre- 
sent is insufficient for the situation? — He ought to get, at least, 30/. or 401. 
a year. 

414- Mr. Corry.] Is there any money left in his charge? — No money; that is 
delivered to me every night ; he must account to me every night. I will hand 
in this book, which settles the day’s transactions ; this is the book whiph is veri- 
fied by every person in the concern every day. 

[ The Witness delivered in the same.] 

°- 88 - n 415. Mr. 
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lvIr - 4>5- Mr. J Roche.] You said that you are in the habit of advancing- one-third 

J. . tJ. Hayn es. 0 f the value of the article, therefore, if you value an article at 1 2 you give but 
24 Mav 4s ' upon ; n0Wj opposing a person requested a further advance, would vou 

* : 6 ' give it ?— No. J 

41 6. Is the pawnbroking establishment accountable to the proprietors of the 
articles for the consequences of fire and the consequences of burglary ? No 

417- Have you devised any protection against fire ? — We have endeavoured in 
every kind of way to avoid fire, but we had a small fire that occurred in one 
corner of the office through the negligence of the carpenter employed in putting 
up bins for goods ; the injury that was done was very trifling. ° 

41 8. Mr. Young.'] Do not you insure?— We are insured for the full amount of 
property in the concern. 

419. Mr. Roche.] Do not you use hot water apparatus for warming? We do 

to avoid all danger of fire. ’ 

420. Chairman .] Will you describe, as well as you can, what is the advantage 
which your system possesses over the system adopted by the ordinary pawn- 
brokers, and the way in which the ordinary pawnbrokers run the risk of being 
cheated, or of money being taken from them by their clerks ? — I will ; I was 
a long time myself in the pawnbroking business, and I have been robbed several 
times by my clerks ; for. where a pawnbroker leaves his business to the clerks he 
has no check upon the stock in the store. When the clerk receives the prin- 
cipal and interest for a whole lot of articles released on Saturday, he may when 
he goes up-stairs put the tickets and the money of half-a-dozen articles into his 
pocket, and come down, give out all the articles, and throw into the ticket-box 
only as many tickets as he chooses shall be accounted for in the casting up of the 
account afterwards. 



421. If he does not give up the ticket, there is no check upon him to insure 
his not having received money for which he has not accounted to his master ?— 
Certainly not. 

422. Do you believe that that species of robbery by clerks has been frequently 
practised?- 1 know several instances of it ; I prosecuted one myself; I recollect 
a case where a person was tried in Cork for robbing his master, I think Mr. 
Thornton was the name of the pawnbroker ; he was robbed by a clerk whose 
name was Robert Mayne, and, if I do not mistake, he was robbed of 600 1 . in one 
year, and although he prosecuted him, still, from the slovenly way in which his 
books were kept, and from the utter impossibility of tracing the article from the 
time it came into the store till the time it left it, he was acquitted : in fact it was 
through counsellor O’Connell’s legal ingenuity that he was acquitted. 

423. Do you believe that the pawnbrokers generally suffer a large amount of 

loss by that means?— There is not a pawnbroker in Ireland that docs not keep 
his own accounts but must be robbed by the clerks, and they will all acknow- 
ledge it. J 



424 Mr. Roche.] May not the private establishments adopt those checks of 
protection that your establishment does?-They do not know them; I did not 
know them myself till I was at Paris ; and I mentioned to Mr. Barrington my 
unwillingness to conduct his establishment unless I was sent to Paris, where they 
have had centuries of trial, and where they have such checks as would put it 
out oi the power of any person to defraud the concern of one farthing. 

425- Chairman.] Besides that, is not that system of checks a verf expensive 
°’ - 1 !; * s aa ckea P as y°“ can do it ; the expenses of the Paris Mont 

enaM^ ”■ 3 ?nono, a year; tIiey ™ Iy clm S e 9v per cent., and they are 
enabled to give 1 0,000 1. a year to charity. 

setting *** “‘.‘J 16 ex P enses greater than one individual, in 

mav be!b„rt P ] ,r0k f^ catabIlshin ™t, will incur f-Yes, they are ; but there 
private office 1 ^ ° f dleCk ’ not 80 Tol ™inous as those, that would do for a 

hnsinl« te b,™r s '' 3 -f 1 ?u e l nd ftee *prase depend entirely upon the amount of 
» Hi’ “*? b “ SmeSS 18 n0t great> one clerk would do it all, and as 

now b.™ ah T i/ eqUIr 1 a S"®*? mmber of hands ?-CIearly so; we have 
dinonrii ^ 1 14m0Mhs atwork ’ and ™ are making at the rate of 901 . 

428. Chairman.] What sum do you calculate that you have saved to the poor 
persons who have pawned goods to the value of a sum not exceeding Is. in the 
interest you have charged them?— I have taken six weeks of the business of our 

establishment, 
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establishment, and in the six weeks from the week ending the 10th of March 
to the week ending the 14th of April, there were released of Is. pawns that were 
pledged in the same week in which they were released, the following number : 
in the week ending March 10, 161 ; March 17, 159 ; March 24, 164 ; March 31 , 
191; April 7, 223; and April 14, 197; in the weeks ending the respective 
dates; that makes a total of 1,095, giving an average of 182 pawns released 
each week which were pledged in the same week, and on which there was only 
1 s. lent ; if they were released in any other office, the annual interest on them 
would be 59/. 3s., in our office it is only 9Z. 17s. 2d., therefore we save that 
description of borrower 49 Z. 5s. lOrf. a year upon those Is. loans only. 

429. Can you calculate the number of Is. loans that there may probably 
be in all Ireland, and the saving that might be made to the people of Ireland, 
generally, by charging the same rate of interest that is charged at the Mont de 
Piete, Limerick ? — I have done it in this way : the number of pawnbrokers 
returned in the marshal’s return are 445, but you will find, by referring to our 
returns, that there are more than that ; there are at least 502 ; suppose we say 
500 ; I will not estimate that they are to do as much in 1 s. loans as our establish- 
ment, although in Dublin four-fifths of the number of offices there take quite as 
many pledges as we do ; but suppose they only take in 120 pawns of 1 s. each 
that are released in a week, that is, taking one- third off, taking 02 off, then 
upon the Is. pawns in Ireland 3,000/. lent amongst them, it would produce 
19,500/. ; in England it would produce 6,500/., and at our establishment it will 
produce 3,250/., something over a hundred per cent., and that without com- 
pound interest. 

430. Do you seriously believe that that number of 1 s. pawns are made in the 
course of a year in Ireland ? — I have not the slightest doubt that, including the 
pawns under Is., of which they lend an immense number, they make as much 
as that in a year by 1 s. pawns, and by sums under it. 

431. Mr. Lucas.] Are you not prepared to give any evidence with regard to 
the common rate of interest for small loans among the agricultural population ? 
—Yes, I have a letter here from a doctor at Castle Connell ; the letter is ad- 
dressed to Mr. Barrington; he states, “I take leave to trouble you with an 
account of the system pursued here for the last four years. A person, originally 
a pedlar, set up a small shop of groceries and soft goods ; his capital, when 
settling here about seven years ago, was 5Z. in goods advanced on credit by 

• , upon which he has realized a considerable sum by selling to the poor 

on pledges, which, after holding a short time, he sent into Limerick to one of 
the pawnbrokers, giving the duplicate to the owners. To such an extent did this 
system prevail, in affording opportunity to servants and others of stealing and 
pledging property, that the magistrates were compelled to fine and punish him, 
and ultimately, from the number of complaints, he has been obliged at least 
openly to discontinue this illicit traffic.” 

432. Does it appear from any tiling in that letter what amount of interest or 
what amount of profit this person received in that way ? — No, it does not. 

433- You cannot form a judgment of that ? — No. 

434. Mr. Young.] He was in fact carrying on the pawnbroking business with- 
out a license ? — He was ; and there are a couple of hundreds in Ireland who are 
doing the same thing at this moment. 

435. Mr. Lucas.] Do you know whether a large profit or interest is indirectly 
realised in the country in this way, by selling goods upon trust on prices above 
the market price ?— There is no doubt of that. 

436. Is it the common practice, within your knowledge, for persons in the 
country to sell goods upon trust at a higher rate than the then actual market rate ? 
— No doubt of it. 

437. Do you conceive that a large interest is realized in that way ? — I am sure 
of it. 

438. A good deal more than the legal interest ?— Certainly. 

439. You cannot exactly say what it may be? — No ; but goods that you 
would buy for 5 s., if you wanted credit, in a country place they want 7 s. for ; in 
the case of persons buying potatoes, it is the common habit of farmers to charge 
them perhaps 8 s. a barrel more than the market price, by giving the person time. 

440. What time is usual ? — Generally from the summer season, when the 
potatoes become scarce, till harvest, when the potatoes are dug. 

441- Not extending to six months /—Nothing like it. 

0.88. n 2 442. Where 
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J w 4 f?' mere 8s - more than tlle market P rice is charged for a barrel, what 

‘ would you suppose to be the average price ot a barrel at that time ? I suppose 

24 Ma 1838 a S uinea or 1 2 s . 11 

443. So that 8 s. interest would in fact be charged upon about 1 Z. Is. princi- 
pal for six months ? — Yes. ’ 1 

444. Chairman.] Will you state the difference in the amount of interest 

charged by you in one week, and the amount which would be charged upon simi- 
lar transactions, at the ordinary rate of interest taken by the pawnbrokers in 
Ireland?— On 12 May 1838, we released 174 1. 19-s. 7 d. money lent, and our 
interest was 71. 15s. 2d. ; the pawnbrokers’ interest on that sum would have 
been ! 7 1. 1 s. lHd., so that the saving effected in one day to the poor wa« 
91. 6s. 9 d. J 1 ’ ^ as 

445- When you say the pawnbrokers’ interest, you mean the pawnbrokers’ 
interest together with the sum charged by them for the duplicates ? — Yes. 

446. Do you suppose that a pawnbroker who charged that higher rate of 
interest, and lent so small a sum in proportion to the value of the pledge as you 
do, would have got as much business as you have done ?— 1 There are pawn- 
brokers in Limerick that do as much business, I believe, as we do. 

447- But then they accommodate the poor much more, inasmuch as they 
lend a larger sum in proportion to the value of the goods entrusted to their 
care?— Clearly so. 

448. Mr. Roche.] Are they in the habit of giving such a proportion as two- 
thirds of the estimated value?— Some of them lend more than the goods would 
bring by auction ; they run the risk. 

449- Mr. Young.] When they run that risk, do not you think they are 
entitled to a higher rate of profit ?— They do it in order to do business, in oddo- 
sition to one another. 11 

450. Your business is much safer than theirs?— We do not oppose them at 
all ; we merely go on in our routine, and lend at our own rate of lending ■ then 
the competition is between themselves to do business. 

4.51- Do you think your business would be increased if you were to lend a 
larger sum upon each pledge ? — I am sure it would. The reason that I lend so 
low is, because the establishment was founded for the purpose of giving the 
overplus to the poor; and therefore if I lose upon one article in a sale, I cannot 
nrmg it up by putting the overplus upon other articles against it. 

452- Mr.Xacna.] In fact, your object is not trade, hut benevolence ?— Yes. 

45 . 3 'J U , You have already stated the advantage that your establish- 

ment affords to the public on the amount of a Is. loan; can you state what 
would be the difference of interest upon a loan of 20s. or 21s„ for six months, 
between yours and the English, and between yours and the private pawnbrokers 
m Ireland ?—It would be a difficult thing to make a comparison with the 
English pawnbrokers ; the broken time in the English Act of Parliament makes 
men rate ot interest lower than ours upon the poor, because they charge for 
half months ; whereas, if it runs three days in the month with us, we charge 
tor the full month. For instance, if an article is pledged for 10s. upon the 1st 
01 May, it the person comes to release it upon the 4th of June, he has to pay 
two months interest in Ireland, that is 4 d. in our office. 
n.iro 4 ' tr in England, he would only have to pay a month and a 

halt ? He would not have to pay one month and a half till seven days had elapsed. 
in, 455 ',; 11 lx T? you have mentioned, lending on the 1st of May, and redeem- 
“fh™ of J ™ for what P en °d would he pay ?— One month only ; until it 

tC Ln S T h r ay l t « y Cannot char se in England. Then, on the seventh 

imjffFi 0 ' haM “ m0nth “ addition t0 the month ; that is, if you 
X the 8tk yon must pay a month and a half interest in England, 

so that y if ™ n0t d “ ISe J 01 s f° nd month tiU il P asses tlle fourteenth day ; 
the °T r ? e ■ fifl ?“ th da y’ y° u are to P a Y two months ; in fact, 

profit is a great deal less even than the profit at the 
^ ft. Irda m ' * ere ‘ 8 tMs additional advantage in the Mont 
de Piete, that any profit we derive from ibe poor in Limerick after mvinz 
expenses will go entirely to the poor in the hospital themselves. ’ P 7 § 

Stat f what 7 0U insider to be the best remedies 
which could be applied to the evils you have observed in the system of pawn- 
38 oonducted m Ireland at present? -I consider the chief evil is 
goods being sold before the end of 12 months, and not being by law enabled 

legally 
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legally to come at what the goods sold for, not having the auction-book pro- 
perly kept, and neither the auctioneer nor the pawnbroker showing the person the . 
amount of overplus coming ; and I consider that it would be a great improve- 
ment if the sale was conducted by a specially licensed auctioneer for that pur- 
pose, and a sale-book kept in proper form, thus ; the pledging number, the 
name of the pledger, the description of goods, the amount of money lent, the 
interest, the total, what the goods sold for, and another column showing 
the overplus ; that this book should be kept by the auctioneer himself, and that 
he should be under a penalty for not producing it to the pawner upon his pro- 
ducing a ticket in which those goods were entered ; I think there should be 
inspectors appointed to see after not only the auctioneers but the pawnbrokers in 
Ireland ; I think the auctioneer, after paying the pawnbroker the principal and 
interest calculated on each article, should lodge the overplus in the bank to the 
credit of the inspector of the district for the benefit of the owner ; because, if 
the pawnbroker gets his money and his interest, it is all he originally bargained 
for in his dealing with the poor person, and it would be right that the overplus 
should be lodged for the owner in an available manner ; that the auctioneer 
should return to the inspector, within 10 days after each sale, an exact account 
of the goods sold, the date of the sale, the original entry, the sum lent, the 
interest due at the time of the sale, the total due, the amount produced by the 
sale and the overplus on each, with the amount of total overplus lodged ; that 
the auctioneer should give the pawner, upon application and payment of Id., a 
certificate entitling him to receive his overplus ; that in case the inspector does 
not reside in the town, the auctioneer should pay the overplus, upon a premium 
of Id. to the shilling, the same as pensioners’ bills are discounted; if the over- 
plus is not claimed within a certain time after the date of the sale, then it should 
be forfeited to the Load Fund Board or any other charitable board ; at present 
the overplus is forfeited if it is not claimed in three years, and the pawnbroker 
keeps it ; then pawnbrokers to produce their books upon demand before 
magistrates and inspectors ; pawnbrokers, upon gross breach of the statute, to 
be disqualified, and power of appeal given to the judge of assize, and his deci- 
sion to be final ; by that means, when pawnbrokers knew they were liable to 
lose their license, they would be more cautious to act honestly. Though there 
are very respectable men among them, there are some of them not so ; I think 
that, so far, what relates to the overplus is the principal thing. 

4,5?. Do you think there is any improvement required with respect to notice 
of sale to persons that have pawned goods ? — I think the notice of sale is a 
hardship, not only upon the pawnbrokers, but in some measure upon the poor 
people, because they are charged for them though not served. 

458. But if the notice of sale was given upon application, would not that prac- 
tically remove the objection ?— I am afraid it would not, because, if a dozen or 20 
persons come in, and their goods were, some of them, 15 months, and some 12 
months, and some 13 months, the pawnbroker may put down upon the back of 
the ticket that he would sell them upon the 21st of June, and he might not be 
enabled to sell a particular article, either from want of buyers, or some other 
want, upon the 21st of June ; and he might subject himself to penalties for what 
he did not intend to be an evasion of the statute. I think it would be a hardship 
upon the pawnbrokers. 

459. Mr. Hutton.'] Do you recommend, that, instead of these precautions, the 
pawnbroker should never receive any portion of the profits of the pawned goods, 
when sold, except as much as would cover his advance, and interest upon it. ? — 
And all expenses attending the sale of the pledge. 

460. And that the rest should be lodged in other hands? — Yes, for the benefit 
of the pawner. 

461. Mr. Roche.] As regards giving notice, might not the pawnbroker be em- 
barrassed by the habit of giving in fictitious names? — Yes, he might, and it 
would be a great relief to pawnbrokers, if the notice were confined to ringing a 
bell at his door, and putting up a bill, saying, that he was to have an auction 
upon a certain day of all pawns from No. 1 to No. 2,000, then a person would 
only have to inspect his ticket, and see whether his number came between No. 1 
and No. 2,000 ; if it was outside, there would be no danger of selling his pawn, 
and if it was inside, he would have to pay interest. 

462. What would be the interest, at your establishment, upon a loan of 20 s. 
for six months ? — It would be 2 s. 

0.88. 03 463- And 
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463. And according to the system in general offices, it would be, how much ? 

Two shillings and eight-pence. 

464. There the saving upon 21s. for six months would be, how much? Eight 

pence. ° 

465. You say that your establishment has been based upon the plan of the 
Paris one ? — Entirely. 

466. Is there more than one establishment upon the Mont de Pidtc system in 
Paris ? — Only one, there are not any private pawnbrokers in Paris. 

467. Is one competent to the business of an immense city ? — Yes ; the busi- 
ness of the poor is done by out-door agents, who receive payments from the 
persons and deposit them in the establishment. 

468. Mr. Corry.] In country parts of Ireland, are the sales usually attended by 

bona fide persons, or by a class called jobbers ? — In country parts of Ireland they 
are attended by bom fide purchasers. ' 

469. Mr. Hutton.'] Can you state the yearly income from the Mont de Pi6t6 
at Limerick? — At present we are making between 1,100 /. and 1,200/. a year. 

470. Mr. Corry.] Is that after payment of all expenses ? — No. 

47 1 • Mr. Roche.] To what extent of capital would your present machinery be 
sufficient? — I should calculate that the present staff would work a stock of 

472. Mr. Hutton . J Can you state the amount of your net yearly income ? In 

the first year of a concern like ours there can be nothing like profit, because the 
first month’s receipt was only 6 l. profit ; it is the same with every pawnbroker- 
we cannot till we have been 12 months at work have the machine in such motion 
as will show what profit the capital sum will pay. 



Mr. Archibald Douglas, called in ; and Examined. 

Mr .4. Douglas. 473. Chairman.] WHAT office do you hold at present? — That of inspector 
— and secretary to the Limerick Mont de Piete. 

474. How long have you held that office?— In the latter part of 1 835 I was 
requested by Mr. Barrington, as my time was not fully occupied, to organize the 
establishment generally, as the buildings were then approaching completion. 

475- What have you done to organize the establishment? — The first step I 
took was to collect funds, which was the most important tiling ; the first con- 
sideration was to advertise, through the public press, that debentures would be 
issued of the Limerick Mont de Pi6t6, bearing interest at six per cent, per annum, 
for all monies sought to be invested in its funds. 

476. What sum did you raise in that way ?— That call was responded to by 
about 2,500 l. being very speedily paid into the Provincial Bank of Ireland to the 
credit of the directors of the Mont de Piete. 

477. Was that paid in by speculators, or by persons who were anxious to 
promote the benevolent object which Mr. Barrington had in view ?— In some 
instances it was done by persons who were anxious to promote the benevolent 
object which Mr. Barrington had in view ; but, in most instances, it was done 
by persons who were desirous of deriving a better rate of interest for the 
money they had to spare, than they could get in other investments, namely, 
six per cent. 

478. What was the nature of the security given to them ? — The nature of the 
security was by debentures, which secured to the party lending money the 
repayment of the money out of the capital stock and funds of the establishment, 
a copy of which I lay before the Committee. 

[The Witness delivered in the same , which is as follows :] 

“No. , Mont de Piete, or Charitable Pawn Office ; £. at six per cent ; 

For the support of Barrington’s Hospital and City of Limerick Infirmary. 

ril ^. E . , Trustees of the Mont de Piete or 

Charitable Pawn Office for the support of Barrington’s Hospital and City of Limerick 
Infirmary, acknowledge to have received this day for the use of the said establishment, 
frora . of , the sum of 

. ; in consideration whereof we hereby, on behalf of said esta- 
blishment, undertake that the said principal sum of shall 

be repaid out of the capital stock, funds and property of the said establishment to the 

sai,d 
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said , his executors, administrators and assigns, at 

the expiration of calendar months, after notice in writing for that purpose shall have 

been served upon us the said Trustees of the said establishment for the time being, or left 
with our secretary at the office or usual place of business of this establishment ; and in 
the meantime that, out of the capital stock, funds and property aforesaid, interest on the 
said principal sum of at tire rate of six per centum per annum, 

shall be repaid to the said , his executors, administrators 

and assigns, by half-yearly payments on the day of 

and on the day of , until the said principal sum of 

shall be repaid : Provided always, that nothing herein 
contained shall have the effect of making us or any of us individually responsible in person 
or property for the payment of the said principal sum of 

and the interest due thereon, this present security being executed by us solely as such 
Trustees as aforesaid of the said establishment, and for the purpose of charging with the 
said principal sum and interest all and every the present and future property ot the said 
establishment. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto affixed our names and seals this 
day of in the year of our Lord 



J> Trustees. 

I 

Secretary.” 



479. Who is that signed by ? — 1 That debenture is signed merely as matter of 
form by three of the directors. 

480. Is Mr. Barrington’s name always attached, as one of the directors ?— Not 
always. 

481. The debenture bears, that the persons who sign the debenture are not 
personally liable for the interest, but that the interest is only recoverable from the 
profits derived in the institution ?— That meaning is borne clearly in the body of 
the debenture. 

482. Is 2, .500 l. the amount of the capital you have at present in the institution ? 
— By no means. 

483. From what other sources have you derived it ’—Subsequently to the 
period I mentioned, of public advertisements in the newspapers, and upon which 
advertisements appearing, 2,500 l. was paid into the Provincial Bank of Ireland, 
we have since that period received about 3,600 /. besides, also paid in to the credit 
of the directors of the Mont de Pi6tA 

484. For which debentures have been issued? — Yes, making in all the sum of 

6,100/. 

485. Does that money go partly in payment of the expenses of the building 
and fitting up of the establishment, or is it all laid out in loans?— It is all 
laid out in loans ; the intention is to lay the whole of that money out. The ex- 
penses, naturally, the first year of a concern, must be borne out of its capital, till 
a profit is realized. 

486. It is all laid out in loans and expenes ?— In loans and securities, and 
expenses ; it is not all laid out yet, but the money that has been drawn from the 
bank from this account has been expended in loans and expenses. 

487. Can you state what has been the expense of building and fitting up the 
establishment?— There are some of the accounts that have not been handed in 
to me by Mr. Barrington, in whose possession they are, hut as near as I have 
been able to collect the accounts and to ascertain, it has cost about 3,000/. or a 
little more. Mr. Barrington advanced that out of his private purse. 

488. Does the institution pay any rent to Mr. Barrington for the occupation 
of the premises ?— Not any ; Mr. Barrington will take debentures as soon as the 
exact amount that he has advanced can be ascertained. I shall then prepare 
debentures for him, for which he will receive interest till the establishment is 
able, out of its profits, to repay the principal sum he has lent to it. 

489. What should you say would be a fair charge for the ground-rent and 
rent of those premises, upon which 3,000/. has been expended in their erection 
and fitting up, calculating the rate at which house -rent is usually charged 
in Lim erick ? — About 200/. a year, I should think. 

490. Mr. Roche.] What quantity of ground do they occupy ?— A very small 

space ; it is a mere corner adjoining Barrington’s Hospital, comprising a super- 
ficial area of perhaps of 100 feet one way by 80 another. , 

0.88. d 4 49’- Chairman. ] 
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491. Chairman.] Are the storerooms sufficiently large? — By no means at 
present. 

492. If your business were doubled or quadrupled, you would have to build 
much larger storehouses than you have at present? — Very much greater. 

493. What would be the expense of the additional rent which that would 
bring upon the institution, supposing the amount of business should be quad- 
rupled ? — The experience we have now had of the Mont de Pitfte system, after 
having seen it in Paris, would enable us to construct stores, suitable for the 
purpose of preserving the goods pledged at the establishment, at an eighth part of 
the cost at which those of the present Mont de Piete have been constructed. 

494. What expense do you think would be required, taking into consideration 
the locality for erecting the necessary additional storerooms, supposing your 
business was largely increased ?— I should think that 350 Z. would build sufficient 
storeage, or from that to 400 l. supposing the business was quadrupled. 

49,5. Having raised this sum of money, what was the next step which you 
took in conducting the business of the establishment ? — I was directed by Mr 
Barrington, upon the sum of 2 , 500 1 . being declared lodged to the credit of the 
directors, to give notice of a public meeting to be held in the city of Limerick 
court-house, at which the Lord Bishop of Limerick presided, and at which 
meeting a board of direction was chosen to conduct the afliiirs of the establish- 
ment. This board consisted of the Lord Bishop of Limerick, the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Limerick, the two Members of Parliament for the city of Limerick, the 
mayor ex officio , the chief magistrate of police and 10 other gentlemen chosen 
from among the body of shareholders. 

496. What were their duties ?— They are considered the sole and exclusive 
managers of the institution. 

497. What share do they take in the management of it?— Their duty consists 
in coming one day in each week, Friday, or oftener if summoned by me for that 
purpose, to audit and examine the accounts of the establishment, to check the 
cash on hand, and examine the state of the stores. 

498. Do they really give much personal attention?— I am sorry to say that 

they do not, for their avocations in many instances prevent their doing so ■ but I 
should be much better satisfied if the board of direction were to meet remilarlv 
every Friday. 0 J 



499 - Do you suppose it is probable, in a joint stock company of that kind 
that you should get the gratuitous attendance of persons of that station, upon 
numerous occasions, if it was considered necessary for the institution ? — It is not 
generally the case I believe in establishments of that nature, unless the directors 
as in the case of the Provincial Bank of Ireland, are paid a small salary to insure 
then- attendance, and fined a moderate sum if they absent themselves. 

5 °, 0 ;. Mr ' Do y° u think you could permanently depend, for the carrying 

on o f tlus establishinent, upon that gratuitous board or any gratuitous board ?— 
I sliouid flunk it would be absolutely necessary to have a small salary payable to 
the directors whose duty it was to attend; at the same time no great evil has 
hitherto arisen from the irregular attendance of our committee 
5 °i. Is not it natural to expect, that when the benevolent excitement of the 
first establishment wears out, the attendance will be even more irregular than at 
present. It is not at all unlikely as human nature is constituted. 

502. G havnmn.} They appointed you as secretary of the institution, and the 
principal superintendence has since that period devolved upon yourself t— The 

uncom? s “P™ nt f ndence ™ d the general arrangement of the establishment 
unconnected with the pawnbroking. 

yo “ J ave , t]ie S“ d ? esa to hand in the rules of the institution ?- 
T ~® " a . co P y ot* 116 t* 8 w hich I prepared to lay before the Committee. 

A aSt . eed j* a of the board of directors ?— As revised by the 

— * barrister of 7 the 



[The Witness delivered in the same.] 

of tbe'inSl th Tt aeXt »H directed 5 ™ to take, to promote the objects 
of the institution ?-The next step I was directed to take was to endeavour to 

S , ° conduct ‘he pawnbroking, or practical details of the 

establishment, for which purpose I proceeded, in August 1836 , to Mallow, and 

pffered 
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offered the appointment to Mr. Haynes, by Mr. Barrington’s desire and that of 
the committee, who accepted of it, and was accordingly installed in his situation. 

506. Did you then go to Paris to inspect the proceedings of the Mont de 
Pi6te? — A very early meeting of the committee took place, immediately subse- 
quent to Mr. Haynes’s appointment, at which meeting it was directed that we 
should proceed to Paris to receive instruction at the Mont de Pidtc of that citv, 
in the manner of managing similar establishments on the continent. 

507. Have you nearly copied the French system in your establishment? — 
We have adhered to it very closely, altering it only in such parts as we conceived 
were not suited to the locality in which we were to operate. 

508. Can you specify what the alterations have been ? — It would be difficult 
to do so without a personal inspection. 

■509. For instance, do you charge the same rate of interest as the French 
establishment does? — No, our rate of interest is about 20 per cent., while that 
of France is 9 f . 

510. Do they charge for duplicates in Paris ? — They do not. 

511. Is 9 1 per cent, the full charge which is made to the poor man for inte- 
rest, and warehousing and duplicates and expenses of sale ? — The expenses of 
sale are a separate charge, the per cent, includes every thing else. 

5 1 2. What is the length of time which the goods are allowed to remain in 
pawn at Paris?— The same period as that of the pawnbrokers in Ireland, 12 
months. 

513. What is the amount of the sum which is lent in proportion to the value 
of the goods delivered in pledge at Paris ? — As nearly as possible that which 
Mr. Haynes has found it necessary to establish in the Mont de Pi6te at Limerick, 
namely, about one-third on soft goods or wearing-apparel, blankets and things 
of that description, and four-fifths on plate. 

514. When you say that one-third of the value is given on soft goods, do you 
mean the value which the goods may be of to the person who pawns, or the 
value which the goods may probably fetch at an auction ? — The value which 
Mr. Haynes the conductor, or his valuator, in whom he has confidence, considers 
they would fetch at an auction, if sold at the moment, or at any future period, 
without deterioration. 

5 i f). Do you know whether the goods are released very rapidly at the Mont 
de Piet6 at Paris, or whether they remain a long time in pawn usually ? — In a 
medium way, I think, much in the same way, I think, as our experience of the 
Limerick Mont de Pi6t6 has shown us to be the case in Limerick. 

5 1 6. Are there as many goods in Paris pawned in the morning and released 
at night as there are in your establishment at Limerick ? — In proportion, I 
should say more. 

517. Mr. Roche.] What are the circumstances that caused you to advance the 
rate of interest so greatly as from 9 £ per cent, charged in France to 20 P— In 
consequence of paying a much higher rate of interest for the money we bor- 
row, and also for the purpose of not reducing the rate of interest so much 
below the pawnbrokers as to do them a serious injury in the outset of our 
operations or to seem to do it. 

518. Do you think that hereafter you will be able to reduce the present rate ? 
— There appears no doubt whatever, that, if sufficient funds are placed at the 
disposal of the Mont de Pi6t£, we will be able to reduce the rate of interest to 
the poor, at the very maximum, to 15 per cent., and in all probability to from 
10 to 12. 

5 1 9. The profits of the Parisian Mont de Piet6 go to public charities ? — They 
do. In the commencement of 1837 , which was immediately subsequent to my 
visit to Paris, I received from Monsieur Lafitte, the director-general of the 
establishment there, a statement of the account he laid before the Council of 
State at that period, by which it appeared that the Paris Mont de Pi6t6 had at 
that period, to commence business, the sum of 1 , 800 , 000 1 . sterling; and at the 
close of the previous year, which was 1836 , immediately preceding the period 
I allude to, after paying all expenses, the Paris Mont de Pi£t£ handed over to 
the public charities of the city, a little more than 9 , 000 /. ; their expenses being 
at the enormous amount of 29,000 and odd pounds sterling, per annum. 

520. That 9 , 000 /., which they handed over to public charities, was the result 
of one year ? — It was. 

521. Mr. Young.] What rate of interest did they pay to people- who had lent 

°-88. a money 
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money to the establishment ?— The rate of interest fluctuates that is paid to the 
lenders of money to the Paris establishment ; it is settled by the Council of State 
at the commencement of each year; in 1836 the Council of State settled it 
according to the value of money in the market at 3 £ per cent. ; at the commence- 
ment of 1837 it was fixed at 4 per cent. ; and the rate of interest charged by 
the Mont de Pi6t£ fluctuates accordingly as they are obliged to pay more or less 
for the money they borrow. 

522. Do those three items, the sums paid over to charities, the amount of 
expenses and the interest absorb the total of profit ? — I should say not ; the Paris 
Mont de Pi£t6 is exceedingly rich, and they have set aside a large amount of 
funds, with which they have purchased buildings to a great extent/ the profits of 
which buildings go, besides the annual sum destined to charity, annually to the 
support of certain hospitals in Paris also. 

523. Mr. Roche.] Do not they keep a reserved fund?— They do. 

524. For the purpose of increasing the capital ?— Yes. 

525. Mr. Hutton.] Do they obtain money in the market by subscription to the 
Mont de Pi&£ on debentures, or in what way is it obtained ? — It is made known 
by the director-general of the Mont de Pi£t6 that he is in want of money, and 
he takes care to be well provided with a larger sum than it is likely lie will re- 
quire for the year. That money is borrowed upon a description of security or 
hote or bill called a billet au porteur. 

526. Like an Exchequer bill ? — Precisely so ; and any surplus that the direc- 

tor-general may find in his hands, not necessary for the business of the establish- 
ment, is lodged in the public treasury, thereby lightening the interest payable by 
the establishment. 1 J J 

527. Do you know whether those bills bear a premium as our Exchequer bills 
do ? — No ; I am not sure ; I believe they occasionally do. 

528. Do you know whether the persons lending the money are supposed to 

have government security for the money they advance ?— Certainly ; and they 
will naturally bear a premium in that way. Mr. Barrington has just reminded 
me that those debentures of the French Mont de Pi^te, in many instances, are 
bought like shares in the Royal Bank of France, and are considered as good a 
security. ° 



529. Mr. Lucas.] Are they in small or large sums?— Any sum that may be 
required from a small sum to a large sum. 

530- Mr- Hutton.'} How many depftts are there in Paris ?— There is one ge- 
nera head establishment m the Rue Blanc Manteau ; there is a Secoursalle, 
mbt Genmun; b u‘. d ? S tliat ’ there are 27 commissionaires or agents, who, 
f. ST r , ecelTe S° ods from Persons desirous of pledging them, 

at the Mont de Piet4, which goods are every morning brought to the head esta- 
bhshmentandre-vidued, when, if too much is found to have been advanced 
upon them the difference between that and what the Mont de Pidti consider 

Ww K at . the ". sk ° f , the commissionaire ; and, on the contrary, if he 
nas lent less, he receives the balance. J 



Ha I ing ™ de y° m ’ self conversant with the mode of transact- 

estabbsh f P ™ j y hen d ‘ d y ° U ° pen your establis hment at Limerick ?— The 
estaDlistiment opened for general business on the 13th of March 1837. 

_S 2 ' 'l hat P rofits bad accrued to the institution on the 13th of March 18381 
inv a s^o™i ret T I ii! ?hl t Ch 1 haTe prepared t0 Ia y be f°rc the Committee, contain- 
nteresHS H, 1 2“ transactl<ms ' * a PPears that 4661, had been received for 
the sJock^ was a sum of 4681. more, estimating 10 per cent, upon 

m^ounttv m a" S™’ W lu Cl1 T “ interest char S ed U P°“ ‘he Et °clb then 
rf 9341 fail ; “Pen that day, so that it would make altogether a sum 
™ Wa S 7 be r St already then received by the establishment. 
sum^nT^on ftegSr" ^ lvalue of the goods ? -Upon the 

—Yes’ Ml ' Hu “° n ^ 111611 tbat W0ldd S 1 ™ the gross profit of the establishment? 



. Ia ^ “ ot t0 be dcdccted from the 9341. the amount you have to pay 
for ren/ai^other ^pen^?— ^ sala^les, amoun t you paid 
andlvag^ waT ahout^OO 1 ?^° tb ° Se ltems amoml t to ? The sum paid for salaries 
537- Not including your own salary f-Not including my own salary, which, 

being 
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being a matter of minor importance, I arranged with Mr. Barrington, should be 
contingent on the prosperity of the establishment. 

538. When you say a matter of minor importance, how much attention do you 
give in the course of a week to the establishment ? — Every day for a certain 
period, as long as is necessary to inspect the arrangements going on connected 
with my duties. 

539. If a sufficient salary was given to the secretary, it would make a very 
considerable addition to the sum you have stated to have been paid? — Cer- 
tainly ; if the profits were competent to bear any charge, it would be fair that the 
secretary should be remunerated. 

540. Are there any other officers of the establishment in a similar situation ? — 
Not one. 

541. Are they all remunerated to the full amount of what they will be entitled 
to expect if the concern succeeds ? — They are not, because Mr. Haynes has 
drawm but part of his salary. 

542. Is he not entitled to a sum that would increase the 300 Z. paid for 
expenses very considerably ? — Certainly, when the establishment is fit to bear it. 

543. Can you form any estimate of the probable amount of expenses, salaries, 
&c. in future years ? — The salaries and all other expenses never, in this esta- 
blishment, can increase ; on the contrary, the profits, from what has been shown 
and may be shown, are certain to increase ; for instance, the first month of the 
establishment’s operations there was a receipt of 6 /., and in the month of April 
the sum received was 93 Z. odd. 

544. When you say the expenses cannot increase, you admit that they are not 
at present as high as it is reasonable to expect that they must be, inasmuch as 
many of the persons employed are not paid sufficient salaries ? — Only one person, 
as I have mentioned, myself, is not paid, and Mr. Haynes is not fully remune- 
rated for his services. 

545. Is there not also the releasing cashier, who is paid at a very low rate ? — 
The releasing cashier, being a very young man, if the establishment increases in 
prosperity, would, perhaps, get 30 Z. instead of 20 Z. in a year, or 10 /. or 12 Z. in 
advance. 

546. Mr. Lucas.'] What would the services of that young person be worth in 
any other establishment that he was fit for? — I should think from 30 Z. to 40 /. 
a year. 

547. Chairman.] Besides his board and lodging? — Besides his board and lodg- 
ing ; he lives just now in the house of Mr. Haynes. 

548. Do not you think that if the officers of the institution were sufficiently 
paid, the expenses, which you have stated at 300 Z. a year, would probably amount 
to at least double that? — I should think very likely ; but, even supposing that to 
be the case, I conceive the profit now making will pay all the expenses, leaving 
a profit to the hospital. 

549. What is the amount of interest paid on the debentures which you have 
hitherto raised ?— Three hundred and sixty pounds per annum ; the debentures 
now amount to 6,100/. 

550. You stated that you consider that 200 /. at least would be required for the 
rent of your present premises ? — About that. 

551. Mr. Roche.] Is that not rather a high estimate in that part of Limerick ? 

. — About six or seven per cent, for house property is the general estimate, 

552. Chairman.] What would be the amount of the taxes.? — I should think 
there would be no taxes, being a public establishment ; hitherto we have not 
been asked for any. 

553. Taking the salaries at 600 Z. and the interest on debentures at 360 /., 
and the rent at 200/., the expenses of the institution at present would amount to 
1 ,160 /. ? — About that, I should think. 

554. And the profits, which you estimate as having been made within the 
last year, amounted to 934 /. ?— That is the profit received, but there is 10 per 
cent, more than I mention upon the stock in hand ; I only estimate the amount 
of stock in hand at 10 per cent, when it should be 20, upon this ground, that, if 
the establishment had gone out of business, it must fairly be presumed, by 
Mr. Haynes’s experience, that the stock of 4 , 685 /. would have brought interest 
upon that amount at 10 per cent. ; if the establishment had gone out of business 

0,88. e 2 on 
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on its completing its first year, and if it remains in existence, there is 20 per cent.' 
to be realized upon it. 

555- That is after all but an estimated profit? — That is the estimated profit 
that would be made, provided it is released in the average time, judging from 
the books of the establishment as the business has gone on. 

556. Is not it possible for you to incur an actual loss ? — It is not at all 
likely. 

557. Is not it possible, supposing the goods do not fetch at auction the 
amount for which they have been pledged ’ — It is next to impossible, judging 
from the way in which the goods are taken out, and the rapidity with which they 
are released. The sum lent in one month was 1,380/. 7 s. 5 d., and the sum 
received was 1,31 7 1. 5s. 0\d. 

558. Calculating the profit upon the goods in store at present at 10 per cent, 
and adding that to the sum of 466 1. which has actually been received for interest 
upon advances in the last year’s operations, the two sums together amount only to 
934 /. ; whereas the fair expenses of the institution may be estimated at 1,160/., 
leaving the institution, by that calculation, in a considerable minus? — The 
amount of the difference now spoken of is, of course, drawn from the funds of the 
institution. 

559. If the amount of profit upon stock in hand should realize 20 per cent., 
then what profit would you have made in the course of the year ? — About 1 ,390 1!, 
thereby covering all expenses of every description. 

,560. And leaving how much to the credit of the hospital ? — Two hundred and 
forty pounds, which would have gone to the credit of the hospital. 

561. Mr. Roche.] Was your capital in that year as large as it is at present? 

No, it has increased gradually from the commencement of the establishment ; 
we started with a very small capital, with about 2,500 /. ; it has been progres- 
sively increasing ; but at the commencement the expenses were as heavy as they 
are now. 



562. Are you aware that the pawnbrokers consider that you are not fairly en- 
titled to calculate so large a profit as 20 per cent, upon the amount of your goods in 
hand; and also that they calculate that you will suffer some loss by the articles 
sold at auction not fetching so much, in certain instances, as the sums which you 
have lent upon them ?— I am quite aware that the pawnbrokers think so, and 
they make no hesitation in saying it. 

563. But you think that their statements to that effect are erroneous ? — I 
am almost certain, from the manner in which goods are released, and the very 
small quantity, if any, that remain in the stores, that there will no loss accrue 
upon the sales of the Mont dePi&e. 

564. Is not it probable that the things that remain in the stores are the worst 
articles, and those upon which it is most likely that loss will occur ?— No, there 
is an average description of articles remaining in store, and by no means a large 
amount of bad and a small amount of good property. 

565- Is not the interest which every individual has in redeeming his goods less 
m proportion to the deterioration which has occurred during the space of time 
which they have been in your possession ’—That is so certainly to a considerable 
extent; but a very large proportion of the property remaining in the stores of the 

imeiick Mont de Pi6t6 consists of plate on which there is no deterioration, being 
taken and valued by the ounce. 

566- Of the articles which were pawned in the first two months of the business 
of the establishment, are there many which remain in store ? — Very few. 

507- Mr. Ponsonby .] Has the auction ever taken place at the establishment ? 
— Not yet. r 



568. Chairman.] Even supposing that the valuators have been careful in always 
taking in goods at a sum considerably below the amount of their value, and 
supposing that the system of inspection has been sufficiently active up to the 
present period, do not you think, however, that it is likely that in future times 
the inspection maybe less active, and in a series of years that a great loss may 
be incurred’— I do not. 6 



, 5 6 9- Has it not always been found that it is difficult to obtain a sufficient 
degree of attention from hired servants in conducting a business of that sort, 
and that the self-interest of the proprietor is necessary to induce a proper amount 
-—Invariably ; I should conceive from the experience of human life that 
that has been the case. 



570. Then, 
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570. Then, do not you think that, in order to have a fair account of the losses 
incurred by an establishment of that kind, the estimate must be taken for an average 
number of years? — I should say that, provided that persons in charge of the depart- 
ments are equally careful with those now in charge of the departments of the Mont 
de Pidt6, that will not be the case. 

571. Are you aware that in the French Mont de Pi6t6 the valuators are 
obliged to refund to the institution any loss which may be experienced upon the 
sale of the goods ? — I am quite aware of that, and to lodge security to that 
effect. 

572. Does not that oblige the institution to pay them a very large amount of 
salary, much larger than that which you allow in your limited scale of salaries to 
your valuators ? — It does, to a certain extent. 

573. Then, if the institution was saved from loss by a similar regulation as 
that which exists at Paris, the expenses of your institution must necessarily be 
higher than they are at present ? — To a certain extent they must be increased ; 
but I conceive that one case would meet the other, and in that way that the 
advantage would balance the disadvantage. 

574. Mr. Lucas.] That is, that the risk, falling upon the agent instead of 
falling upon the establishment, would re-imburse the establishment for the addi- 
tional salary ? — Certainly. 

575. Chairman.] Has the capital employed been found sufficient for the pur- 
poses of your establishment ? — By no means. 

576. Is there any intention of increasing the capital ? — By every means within 
the power of the board of direction. 

577. Mr. Lacas.] What means are there that occur to you? — The fin din g of 
more money on the issue of debentures, and any other funds that can be 
obtained from loan funds or other sources. 

578. You have already given in one' of the debentures ; that is the invariable 
form upon which you borrow money ? — Yes. 

579. That debenture is the only security which the lenders to that fund have 
for the return of their money ? — The only one. 

580. Mr. Young.] Do the officers give security ?— They do. 

581. To what amount? — Mr. Haynes gives security to the amount of from 
800/. to 1,000/. ; it is not yet quite settled; and the under valuators are to give 
security, but the amount of that security is not yet settled by the board of direction. 

582. Chairman.] Is Mr. Haynes a debenture-holder? — He is, to small extent. 

583. To what extent? — He at present holds, I think, 260/. of debentures. 

584. Do you hold any debentures? — I do not at present. 

585. Do you think it is likely that you will be able to raise a large additional 
sum by debentures ? — I think we shall have some difficulty in doing it, unless we 
are assisted by some other means. Hitherto I have used no personal solicitation 
whatever in inducing people to invest money in the establishment. 

586. Do not you think that the inducement to invest money in the establish- 
ment is principally derived from the great reliance placed, in Limerick, upon 
Mr. Barrington’s name ? — In some measure it has been so ; but the principal 
part of the funds have, decidedly, been invested with a view of obtaining a 
better rate of interest than they can get anywhere else ; and something upon 
Mr. Barrington’s account, from his benevolent intentions and views. 

587. Mr. Lucas.] Do you think the prospects of the establishment are such 
as to induce careful persons to lend money upon those debentures?— I do, 
unquestionably. 

588. Chairman.] Uninfluenced by benevolent motives ? — Yes, and that is a 
very general opinion in Limerick. 

589. Then why do you think it unlikely that the funds should be largely 
increased ? — Because there is not much money to spare in Limerick for any 
purpose. 

590. Mr. Ponsonby.] Are the greatest part of the debentures in the hands of 
the inhabitants of Limerick ? — Yes. 

591. None from Dublin ? — There is a certain portion. 

592. Mr. Roche.] Have you got a loan of public money? — We got a loan of 
2,000/. from the fund raised to establish schools of industry in Munster and 
Connaught. 

593. Is that included in the 6,100/. ? — It is. 

594. Chairman.] Do you pay six per cent, for that ?— We do. 

°* 88 - b 3 595. What 
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595. What steps have you taken, in consequence of the deficiency of capita], 
to limit your advances ? — By directing the valuators only to lend money to such 
persons as came within the meaning of Mr. Barrington’s original intention to 
relieve; I mean, generally; particular cases of lending large sums occur in the 
institution ; but the synoptical statement now upon the table will show the 
Committee that six-sevenths of the business of the Limerick M ont de Pkt<$ is in 
loans under 5s. 

596. You do not lend any sums under 1 s.1 — Not any. 

597. By so limiting yourself to sums between Is. and 5s., have not you got 
the most profitable business which can be conducted upon that system of dome; 
business ? — I do not think we have. 

598. Are not sums below 5s. the sort of sums which are most likely to be 
rapidly released ? — They generally are. 

599. So that the capital is turned more frequently, and profit is derived more 
rapidly, upon that class of loans between 1 s. and 5 s. than it would be upon loans 
at a higher rate ? — That is the case, certainly. 

600. What is the number of pledges that have been taken in the course 
of 12 months in your establishment ?— In the course of the first year of its ope- 
rations about 92,000 pledges up to the end of December, and above 70,000 
released. 

601. What amount of money do you think could have been profitably lent 
by the establishment? — From 12,000/. to 15,000/., certainly. 

602. But that can only be a matter of estimated calculation? — Mr. Haynes 
has turned away, I suppose, six persons for three that he served. 

603. Did some also go away who found that the amount which you would 

lend upon the pledge was insufficient to induce them to part with it?— They 
said in some cases that it was insufficient for their object. y 

604. Can you state any facts which show that the saving to the poor, during 
the time that your establishment has been in operation, has been considerable?— 
Mr. Haynes is more in possession of the details than I am ; he has the tables 
and various calculations which he has made of the various days’ releasing. 

605. What advantages do you think have been derived by the establishment 

of the Mont de Pi6t£ beside the saving which it has made to the poor there ? 

A considerable amount of moral good, certainly, lias been effected in checking 
crime of various kinds, as all property that is not only ascertained but suspected 
to be stolen is instantly stopped until it can be ascertained whether it lias been 
honestly come by or not ; and the conductor, Mr. Haynes, has already stated to 
the Committee that he has transported two persons for bringing stolen property 
which was traced ; and imprisoned at least three times that number. 

606. Do you find that the class of people that frequent the Mont de Pkt6 

ate of a more prudent kind than those that go to the ordinary pawnbroking 
establishments ?— They are. b 

607. Who raise money for the purpose of obtaining a profit from it ?— For 
the purposes of carrying on industrious traffic, sometimes in the way of huck- 
stering, several instances of which have occurred. 

1 S^ 11 ^ ou state an y “ lstances that have come within your own know- 

ledge ?— One instance that occurs to me was that of a person who purchased a 
lash, or large basket of potatoes, for 65., which upon retailing realized him 14.?. 
m the space of a day and a half, in consequence of the rise and fluctuation of 



609. A person, who is inclined to be prudent and to make money, would be 
more likely to come to an establishment in which he had confidence, than to deal 
with pawnbrokers with whom persons are generally considered to be less secure 
m their dealings ? — Certainly. 

6l°. On the other hand, a person who is in distressed circumstances may 
perhaps he afraid of coming to an establishment where publicity to his necessities 
might be given, so that such a person would perhaps be more likely to go to a 
pawnbroker where the fact of his having required assistance might not becSme so 

fndTt'hL k sn 1 ™'ff F t’ ram0I Jv, h 0r - t T t J lere was aa im P re ™on of that kind, 
and it Irnd some effect upon the minds of respectable persons, who were neces- 
sitated to pledge goods ; but, latterly, after it was ascertained that the utmost 
secresy, and indeed additional secresy compared with that of the pawnbrokers was 
preserved in the transactions of the Mont de Pidtd, persons of all descriptions 
have come with perfect confidence to pledge goods at the establishment. 

6x1. Do 
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61 1 . Do you find that persons often come to pledge articles upon the Saturday Mr - A - Douglas. 
morning before the wages are paid, and redeem the article which they pledged 

in the morning at night ? — It is a constant weekly practice. 24 aj ' 1 3 * 

612. Is there a considerable saving to themselves by this, notwithstanding the 
interest they pay ? — Very considerable, in this way, that the price of potatoes in 
the early market would be probably a halfpenny to a penny a stone lower than they 
will be in the evening market, and to a necessitous person, who is obliged to have 
them for the maintenance of his family upon the Sunday, it is a great object to save 
this difference in price ; the same holds good of milk in about the same proportion. 

613. Potatoes and milk bear a much higher price in the evening than in 
the morning, when sold by retail ? — When sold by retail, generally speaking, 
they do. 

614- The publicity which has been given, and the fair dealing which is known 
to exist in your establishment, may also have induced; people to come from a greater 
distance in the country, who, not knowing the ways of the town, might have 
had an apprehension of going to a pawnbroker’s ? — That is very eminently the 
case ; people have come from 20 miles round from that consideration, combined 
with Mr. Barrington’s known character for benevolence and kindness to his 
townspeople. 

615. If the other pawnbrokers in Limerick were to reduce their rate of interest, 
what do you think would be the result of that to your establishment ? — I do not 
think it would affect it much. 

616. Do you think your debentures would sell equally well?— I think quite 
as well. 

617. Do not you suppose that you get a great deal of business, in consequence 
of your charging a lower rate of interest than the pawnbrokers do ?— We get 
a considerable amount of business ; but we also lose a vast amount of business by 
the manner in which the pawnbrokers conduct their business, by taking in 
pledges at the most illegal hours ; the Mont de Pi£te is prejudiced to the extent 
of half as much business as it would otherwise have upon that ground alone. 

I think that if the provisions of the law were fulfilled in requiring the pawn- 
brokers to keep the hours required by law for opening the places of business 
the Mont de Pi£td would have done half as much business again. 

618. Do you think it would be a great advantage, not only to your establish- 
ment, but to any pawnbroker that wishes to act according to law, if a more close 
system of inspection was devised, by which they should be made easily amenable 
to the enactments contained in the law?— I am quite of that opinion, and every 
pawnbroker, anxious to deal with honesty and propriety, will support' the prayer 
of any petition to the Legislature to that effect. 

619. Do you consider that your establishment is a regularly licensed establish- 
ment?— Quite so; our conductor, Mr. Haynes, who is the head of the pawn- 
broking establishment, is a licensed pawnbroker, and the establishment is 
also empowered to lend money upon property in the terms of the Act 6 Will. IV. 
called the Loan Fund Act for Ireland, which especially mentions a charitable 
pawn office. 

620. But the establishment is not registered in the marshal’s office in Dub- 
lin ?— It has not been, as far as I am aware : the rules have been registered with 
the Loan Fund Board, and certified by Mr. Hutton, the barrister. 



Mr. Andrew Carr, called in ; and Examined. 

621. Chairman.] WHERE do you lire ?- At Bagot-street, in the city of Mr AnirasCarr 

Dublin. 

622. Have you paid mucll attention to the mode in -which the pawnbrokinc 
business is transacted in Dublin? — I have. 

623. How long have you turned your attention to it ?— The last five years. 

624. Have you endeavoiired to get any alteration made in the law?— I have 
by application to several of the chief secretaries of Ireland, during that time. 

025. Have you pointed out to them the points in which you considered that 
the law was deficient to meet the cases of grievance which came within your 
knowledge ?— A great number of them, I have. 

626. What do you consider the greatest grievance of the system, as it is at 
present carried on in Dublin ?— I conceive the rate of interest to be the principal, 
and, secondly, the manner in which the auctions are held. 

°* 88 * M 627. Do 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




40 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



Mr. Andrew Carr. 



34 May 1838. 



627. Do you mean that the rate of interest allowed by law is too high, or that 
the pawnbrokers charge a higher sum than they are allowed by law ? — Both ; the 
rate of interest allowed by law, I conceive to be considerably too high, and that 
the pawnbrokers exact interest beyond that. 

628. Have you ever prosecuted any pawnbroker for charging a higher interest 
than that allowed by law ? — I have, in three cases. 

629. What was the name of the pawnbroker, and before what magistrate did 
you prosecute him ? — Before counsellor Cole, of Henry-street police office. 

630. Did you succeed in that prosecution ?— I did not ; I succeeded so far as 
to establish that he acted improperly, but could not inflict any penalty upon 
him, as there is none allowed by law ; this is a certificate I received at the time 
from counsellor Cole, who regretted his want of power to go further. 

\The Witness delivered in the same.] 

631. Is this written by Mr. Cole? — It is. 

632. Then the goods were given up upon payment of the legal interest, but 
no penalty was levied upon the pawnbroker for having exacted illegal interest ? — 
No penalty could be inflicted upon the pawnbroker, and nothing further was 
done ; my object was to try the question, whether they had a right to charge that 
extra sum or not, and I established that they had not the right, and that satis- 
fied me. 

633. Did you try to obtain the infliction of a penalty ? — No, I did not ; I was 
aware that there was no penalty, upon reading the Act ; but I wished for the 
magistrate to strike out some manner in which it could be suppressed. 

634. But, in point of fact, it never has been suppressed? — It never has ; they 
continue receiving the same to this day. 

635. Have you been in any pawnbroker’s shop in Dublin, and have you ob- 
served whether the table of interest is placed in a conspicuous part of the shop 
or not ? — I made it my business not only to inspect them, but also to inquire, 
and I never could observe one ; and, on inquiry, I was told by two pawnbrokers, 
that such things were never put up in any pawnbroker’s house in the city of 
Dublin. 

636. Do you know whether any pawnbrokers in Dublin sell spirits in contra- 
vention to the provisions of the Act? — I have heard that they do. 

637. ‘What pawnbrokers do you allude to? — A man of the name of Michael 
Nolan. I made inquiry at the Excise-office, and I found it exactly correspond 
with the information I got. 

638. Do you believe that he sells spirits in some other shop, or within the 
pawnbroking establishment ? — Not within the pawnbroking establishment, but at 
a distance of some streets from it. 

639. Have you also endeavoured to examine auctioneers’ books? — I have 
paid particular attention to them, and on examination I found it impossible to 
trace an article which has been sold by the pawnbrokers. I applied to him and 
I found that he marked in the book that it had been sold on such a day for 
such an amount. I wanted to ascertain then if the auctioneer’s book was cor- 
rect, but from the auctioneer’s book it is impossible to trace it, by any thing 
except the sum ; they have neither the number nor the name nor any particular 
description of the article entered in the auctioneer’s book, as they are directed to 
have by the Act of Parliament. 

640. You mean that the description of the article entered in the auctioneer’s 
book is not sufficient for you to identify it ?— Certainly not. 

641. They enter “abook,” “ a coat,” “ abed,” &c., but they do not enter 
what particular description of article it is ? — They do not enter any other descrip- 
tion of it. 

642. Nor do they enter the number marked upon the duplicate ?— No, nor 
the owner’s name, nor the person to whom sold. 

643- Have you attended sales frequently ?— Frequently. 

644. At what hours were the sales conducted ?— What the pawnbrokers and 
pawnbrokers auctioneers term “ rummage sales,” that is a mixture of a number of 
articles ; furniture, and what they term “ soft goods,” they in general commence 
about 12 or one o’clock, and continue sometimes till 10 at night. Books, and 
plate, and watches and diamonds are all invariably sold at night, not commencing 
tilf nine o’clock, or after. 

645. Are 
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645. Are they exhibited before they are put to the hammer ?— Not at all ; Mr. Andrea Carr. 

you never see them till the auctioneer presents them in his hand for sale. 

646. Are they cleaned so as to tempt persons to buy them, by showing them 24 May 1838. 
off to the best advantage ? — Quite the reverse ; the accumulation of dust and 

tarnish on them, during the time they are in pawn, is never wiped off, nor the 
least pains taken to enhance the value of them. 

647. Does there seem to be an understanding among the jobbers who frequent 
such sales, as to not bidding against one another ? — No one attends them except 
brokers, and the pawnbrokers themselves, who are also brokers, and it is very 
generally known in the city that the brokers will never give a price for any 
article except what they are quite satisfied that they will have a very considerable 
profit upon ; 1 have known articles to be purchased at pawnbrokers’ auctions ; 

I could name one that was sold for 1 1 . 19s., and it was sold a few days 
after at another public auction for 4 Z. 10s.; in another case, a picture that 
was purchased at a pawnbroker’s auction, for 1 s. 3 d. or 1 s. 4 d., sold a few days 
after for 1 l. at another public auction. 

648. The other public auction was held during the day-time? — Yes; the 
broker sold it at a profit, in consequence of its being properly exhibited to the 
public ; there is no fair exhibition to the public in the other case. 

649. Have you any other facts to state to the Committee?— Nothing else, 
except the manner in which those auctions are conducted ; the want of publicity 
to them ; they are scarcely ever advertised ; there is no posting except in the 
interior of the auction-room ; no crying or calling auction. 

650. Have you found it very difficult to get an account of goods, when you 
have inquired for them at pawn offices ? — I have found it almost impossible 
to get an account of them ; latterly it has been better, but formerly it was almost 
impossible to get an account of any goods that had been sold. 

651. But latterly they have been more willing? — More willing to accom- 
modate. 

652. Do you attribute that to the publicity which has latterly occurred as to 
the system ? — I do. 



Veneris, 25° die Mcdi, 1838. 
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Mr. John Young. 
Mr. Redington. 



LORD VISCOUNT CLEMENTS, in the Chair. 



Matthew Barrington, Esquire, called in ; and Examined. 

653. Chairman.'] I believe you- have taken a great deal of interest in the m. Barrington, 
public institutions of Limerick? — I have. ^ Esq. 

6 <U. And in those which relate to the relieving of the poor of that town? — I 

have . 25 May 1838. 

655. The number of poor in Limerick is very considerable, indeed, is it not? — 

Very large. 

656. I believe it was that which induced you to inquire into the way in which 
the present system of pawnbroking affected them, and to establish an institution 
at Limerick, called the Mont de Pi6t6, where pawnbroking is carried on upon terms 
more advantageous to the poor ?— It was. I had two objects in inquiring into the 
present system of pawnbroking ; I found that all the laws relating to pawnbrokers 
in Ireland were either evaded or totally inoperative ; and, secondly, I found it 
necessary to provide funds for the support of an hospital, in which I took an 
interest. 

6.5,7. I believe your family founded that hospital? — They did. 

658. At their own expense ? — Yes, solely. 

0.88. f ‘ 6o 9- That 
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659. That hospital was found to be a great benefit at the time the cholera 

raged?— Yes, there were a great many hundred people relieved there during the 
cholera. ° 

660. Did you intend that, if there were any profits derivable, through the trade 

of pawnbroking, from the poor, they should be expended for their benefit in the 
Barrington Hospital, after the manner in which the profits of pawnbrokers in the 
continental towns are expended in charitable purpose's ? — I did ; and I had another 
object in the establishment of the Mont de Pidtd, and that was to endeavour to 
correct by competition the system of the pawnbrokers, or at all events to bring 
it prominently before the public, which I had found neither writing nor publishing 
could effect. a 1 - 

661. Do yon find that you have obtained those objects in the establishment you 
have been the means of instituting ?— Yes ; I do find there is a prospect of profit 
arising from the Mont de Pifitd ; and that tile object lias become one of public 
interest; and that the laws relating to pawnbrokers are likely now to be amended. 

662. Do you find that the rate of interest charged to the poor in Limerick has 
been lowered by the ordinary pawnbrokers, in consequence of the competition the 
Mont de Pidtd has introduced r— I am not aware whether it has ; I have heard 
that it has ; I am not aware of it. 

663. Have you heard that, in consequence of the law being now better under- 

stood, there has been a more regular system of keeping books established by 
pawnbrokers, and that greater satisfaction has been given to the poor pledo-ers by 
the pawnbrokers in Limerick ? — I believe, since the publication of a pamphlet of 
mine three years ago, the pawnbrokers have been more cautious, and the respect- 
able pawnbrokers understand better the law applicable to their business now, than 
they did some years ago ; but I do not know that there lias been any general 
improvement. J h 

664 You think some regulations are still required to be enacted by law, to 
effect the improvement you consider necessary?— Yes, I do; the total repeal of the 
two Acts of I arhament affecting pawnbrokers in Ireland, the 26th and the 28th 
Leo. III. ; those are the only Acts affecting the pawnbrokers generally ; there are 
some clauses m Local Acts relating to Dublin; but I conceive it absolutely 
necessary to repeal all the laws relating to pawnbrokers, and to embody them 
the°poof Ct ’ aS " e f ° r t ie benefit of tbe res P ect able pawnbrokers as for that of 

«w 66 4 Pu y °“ co " s! f“ lhere , are an y reasons which render it particularly desir- 
whieV ’T™?" trade should be regulated by law different from those 
lot ? PP ° ther tradeS d ° ’ U k a trade that exclusively derives its 
profits from the necessities and distresses of the lowesl description of the people; 

I have gone through the returns which have been printed for the House of Com- 

“r h6 y rS yeSterday ’ and 1 «”<>. in Dungarvon, in 1837, the 
numherof pawns was 114,587, upon which the sum of 718/. 6a. 3d n lent, 

which would he an average of only 1 iff. a pledge. d 

none 6 !ft!?n?' OU , belieVe “ 10Se retul ns t0 be correct ?-My own impression is, that 
none or those returns are correct. J 1 

not rJlv vm’ m aS h T a5 any .escalation upon those returns is concerned, yon would 
noon y Th y a T” “H* 0 - 1 "™ ld n°H but, I had no other data to go 
in %er \ m must ° ltbw disavow lbose re turns or rely upon them; and 

office? who haf h °" S tbe . ne c e , ssl ‘y f oc an absolute revision of the law. The only 
fhS ram™ “y control of the pawnbrokers in Ireland is the marshal of Dublin ; 
areLe^ TsLw, £ If, 0 ? tbe " ace ssity for an alteration; if his returns 
tickets would he sv. l ig'htful state of the trade. In Dungarvon, the amount for 
fckets would be 477 1. upon the sum of 718 /. lent, and without any interest. 

wareL^Mttr'anH W °“' d b , e 4 V u WOrtb ° f labour in tak “g « those pledges, 
™U?S " d T Up J ieates and th *™g b the labour which 

occurs on releasing the goods r— I do not say that the ticket-mnnev if nro- 
perly regulated, is an unfair charge ; I think it may very fairly apply to the duty to 

are causes whkf wT’^fV” alte ™ g tha law is ' ‘hat shame and poverty 

respectable matTv^ilfn^ prc^e^ta^ therels a breach of thflaw^mp^^ 
l”ntt not e eoual T * P T CUte; P CTha P s tba 

magistrate^t 6 ^ S be W ° l " d '° Se in saeki "S -dress from the 

669. Therefore, 
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669. Therefore, as there are those obstacles to prosecuting a pawnbroker, there 
seems to you to be an additional reason why the law should endeavour to supply that 
defect, and why the trade should be regulated by means of some system either of 
license or of inspection ? — Of both. 

670. Will you have the goodness to state what you consider the most crying 
evil which affects the poor in the present defective state of the law ? — It would be 
very hard to select one ; the first injury to the poor is the illegal interest ; it is the 
common practice all through the country, with some exceptions, to charge 
interest on sums lent under is., besides id. for duplicate; I believe, in' 
Limerick, they do not charge interest under is.; in Dublin they do, though 
Dublin is more particularly under the cognizance of the police than the rest of 
Ireland ; in Dublin they charge a halfpenny for sums under 1 s. ; sometimes upon 
$d. or 4 d. or lod. they charge one halfpenny interest per month, although there is 
no charge allowed by law upon any sum that does not exceed 15. ; and though 
that may be considered a very small amount, yet, when you consider that the 
pawns taken in Dublin alone are 3,778,582, it is manifest it must amount to a 
considerable sum. 

671. Mr. Hutton .] That is the number of pawns ? — 'Yes ; and, according to the 
returns, there are at least half of them, or six out of 10 under 2 s. ; then it is clear 
that almost the whole, or the great mass of the pawning in Ireland, is by the very 
lowest description of the people ; they are not allowed by law to lend over 10/., 
but the greater mass is under 5 s.; I should say that the greatest grievance 
is the charge of interest for sums under 15.; the next grievance is the dupli- 
cates ; I think the great objection to the interest is, that it is charged upon 
pledges under 1 s. ; according to the Act of Parliament, the sums are exceeding 
1 s. and not exceeding 2 s., then the interest is charged on 1 s. as if it exceeded 15-., 
and on 2 s., as if it exceeded 2 s . ; they are not entitled to any interest for 15., or 
any sum under 1 s. 

672. Chairman .] Is the overcharge of interest universal or only general ; are 
there some pawnbrokers who do not make the overcharge? — I believe there are; 
I have understood it to be universal in Dublin ; I believe it is not so in Limerick, 
and I believe in other places, where it exceeds is., they do not charge one half- 
penny for the first month ; in Dublin they do not charge that halfpenny, but for 
the second month they do, and every succeeding month, which is equally illegal. 

673. At all events, if they do charge illegally, there seems to be no efficient 
means of obtaining redress? — There is no redress, except by bringing an action 
for the surplus against the pawnbroker, or a complaint before the magistrates ; 
and there was an instance at Cork, in which counsel gave an opinion there 
could be no redress against the pawnbroker, from the state of the Pawn- 
brokers’ Act. 

674. Will you state the particulars of that case ? — I do not know the particulars, 
but they can be got. 

675. What do you consider the other defects in the state of the law as to pawn- 
brokers ? — The kind of duplicate that is given is very bad ; such a thing as this — 
[exhibiting a duplicate ] — is easily lost. 

676. State the next point of objection to the present law ? — The Act directs 
that no goods shall be received from a washerwoman at any time, or plate with 
crests ; but those articles are very commonly received, without any inquiry as to 
whom they belong, also as table linen and articles of that kind, though the pawn- 
broker may detain any person he has a suspicion of, and he is indemnified by the 
Act if he makes a mistake ; but there are very few instances of people being 
detained. 

667. Do you conceive the mode of holding auctions is inefficient at present? — 
I do. The sale of spirits is another grievance ; pawnbrokers keep public houses 
in several instances, though the Act declares that no pawnbroker shall have a 
license who keeps a public house. There is an instance of a man having a license 
as a pawnbroker in his wife’s maiden name, he being her security, and himself 
keeping a public house. We have another case of a pawnbroker in a midland 
county keeping a pawn office in the town and a public house also ; the pawn office 
in his own name and the public house in his brother’s, all under the same roof., .In 
the English Act there is a clause against lending money to a drunkard ; there 
is no such restriction in the law of Ireland, but there are many most respectable men 
in the pawnbroking trade who would not do it. 1 allude to the trade generally, 
amongst whom the practice is common. 
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67S-9. Mr. Hutton .] Do you conceive that it would be advantageous to those 
who carry on the trade respectably to have such restrictions as would prevent that 
practice ? — Yes, no doubt of it. 

680. Mr. Tennent.] That clause in the English Act, does it refer to persons in a 
state of intoxication, or habitual drunkards? — It says, persons in a state of intoxica- 
tion ; it means persons going into the office drunk ; we have at the Mont de Pi£t<* 
refused invariably to take goods from persons in a state of intoxication, and we 
have prosecuted several and detained others till we sent for the police ; and the 
police officer at Limerick said, that the Mont de Pi6td was of the greatest use 
in detecting stolen goods. 

681. Chairman.] Do you rind that the mode of holding auctions is defective?-— 
Yes, no doubt of it, and the whole regulation is most absurd ; in Dublin, there is a 
monopoly of the pawnbrokers’ auctioneers. Before the year 1786, the first 
Pawning Act, the corporation of Dublin claimed the right of appointing auctioneers 
for the pawnbrokers; it appears that pawnbroking existed before there was any law 
to regulate the trade, and the corporation claimed the right of naming the auctioneers 
for the pawnbrokers ; they said that that duty belonged to the marshal and the 
sword-bearer; there was a compromise with the Government of that day, and they 
agreed that the Government should appoint two and the corporation should 
appoint two, and one of those officers has the regulation of all the rest of the 
pawnbrokers in Ireland, that is, the marshal in Dublin ; and the effect is 
this, that the marshal retained one auctioneer and the sword-bearer another, and 
the Government appoints two ; and I think it appears by the corporate inquiry 
what an enormous amount of income these auctioneers have, though the duty 
is performed by deputies. Then, with respect to the auctions in°the rest of 
Ireland, the law authorizes the grand juries of the several counties and cities in 
Ireland to appoint appraisers, but I believe there is not an instance of an appraiser 
in Ireland acting; I believe there are one or two instances of their being 
appointed; in the county of Cork the grand jury appointed an auctioneer, but the 
pawnbrokers did not choose to employ him, and would not send their goods to him. 

682. Mr. Hutton .] What do you conceive to be the duty of the appraiser in 
Ireland ?— He values goods after the forfeiture, and sells them ; that is the regu- 
lation of the Act 5 it was to secure a fair sale. 

683. Chairman .] Do you think that the appointment of auctioneers in Dub- 
hn has tended to insure a fair sale < — I think that the appointment of auctioneers 
in Dublin has tended to insure sales, but, from all I have heard, I cannot suppose 
that the sales are fair. 

684. Have the sales obtained any advantage for the poor man ? I believe 

scarcely in any instances is there any surplus for anybody; whether it is because 
they lend too much, or not returning the surplus, the poor get very little back in 
any part of Ireland. J 

« 68 ?'-.L Then J the em P lo J meilt of appraisers and auctioneers, in the way it has 
been hitherto done, you consider of no advantage whatever to the persons who have 
been unable to redeem their pledges?— Certainly not. 

686. Mr. Hutton.] Do you consider there is any difference between the 
appraiser in the country and the auctioneer in Dublin?— No, they are synonymous ; 
it is merely a name given them by the Act. I cannot conceive it fair that the 
auctioneer has an interest in what he is selling beyond a fair per centage; 1 con- 
ceive if a Master in Chancery has the power of giving credit for his own advan- 

. ,- at * “ ,d i" d “ al , wbo P urc hases an estate, there must be something unfair in 
whose 1 fi “ d tda ‘ 1 u au f? oneer P a ys read y m °ney to the pawnbroker, 

tW e ^ ds are ? en ! m t0 be sold ’ and S ives “edit to the brokers who purchase 
*7,1 S h° dS * s " r ?\ there “ ust be some understanding either with the pawnbroker 
ri i d „er7 er ’ and . ,heancl “" is not a bond fide sale of property belonging to a 

fisf rZ’jl ’a n parly transaction ; I believe that is not disputed, 

the now oh L- ’ o yon think there is, generally speaking, a loss or not to 
WoT” b ;° ke 7/° n - he - e ° T f , unredeemed pledges?— I believe from what I 
fo .ho of l t ° m f'”T ne l I c haVe made - that there ultimately is not a loss 
th e h sa! of ,^h r ’ f °“ gh th . ere ts a >°ss upon one article, he makes it up on 
fact t iTr h V fre ,f eMl J' ] understand, I cannot give evidence of the 

Sm aod o ■ b iT C “ J?T e v’ * e hab,t is this: s “PP<>se two articles are 
sold and one is sold upon which the sum of 6 s. is lent, and it sells for 4*-, 
the e i a loss to the pawnbroker of 2s.; another article, upon which los. is 
lent, sells for t 4 s. ; there is a gain of 4 s. ; and, in mating the gross Tot, it is only 

to 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON PAWNBROKERS (IRELAND). 



45 



to change the four to a seven upon the 6 s. article, and the 14 to 11 upon the 10 s. 
article, which then appears to have sold for 1 1 s., and it produces in the end the 
same gross amount upon the two articles. 

688. Mr. Hutton .] You conceive they take the average of losses and gains, and 
make up by one for what they lose upon the other ? — Yes, and that to the great 
injury of the poor man ; the poor man, who has got less upon his article, looses 
by it ; so that the habit of lending near the value is the greatest injury to the poor. 

689. And that could not take place if the auctioneer or pawnbroker was bound 
by proper regulations to return the overplus to the person pawning an article of a 
certain value, he receiving less upon it? — No. 

690. Chairman .] When you first began the Mont de Pi£td at Limerick, did 
you challenge the pawnbrokers to prove a loss on the sale of their forfeited 
pledges ? —Yes ; I called a public meeting at the court-house, and challenged the 
pawnbrokers to produce an instance of a surplus being given to a poor man, and 
there was no reply ; a great many pawnbrokers attended, and one man said he 
returned some money ; I said that the exception proved the rule. As to the 
notice in Dublin, I think that is perfectly useless ; I think it is a trouble to the 
pawnbroker, and quite useless. I speak of the kind of notices now given ; there is 
no notice in the country, and required only in Dublin when the party resides 
there, and the sum lent is over 4s., which is avoided by putting the residence out- 
side of Dublin, if the article is of the value of 4 s. or upwards. 

691. Mr. Beamish .] So as to evade the service of the notice ? — Yes. 

692. Chairman .] Do you conceive that it is desirable to improve the present 
system of licensing pawnbrokers? — Absolutely necessary ; at present almost any 
man can trade as a pawnbroker in Ireland ; there is no license whatever out of 
Dublin, and the license in Dublin is rather a police tax ; it was directed to be 
paid not so much as a regulation for the pawnbrokers as a source of revenue for 
the support of the police. Out of Dublin there is no license whatever. The course 
out of Dublin to obtain what is called a license for a pawnbroker is the passing 
of a bond, himself in 300 /., and three sureties in 100/. each ; a certificate of the 
lodging of that bond is sent to the marshal at Dublin, for which he is entitled to 
charge 55. ; and in one instance at Tandarageehe charged 10 guineas. 

693. Mr. Hutton .] Was it proved that the 10 guineas were paid to him ? — Yes, 
I have a letter from Mr. Porter yesterday, stating he was astonished at the charge 
which he had to pay of 10 guineas. I mention this to show there is not a single 
clause in the Acts relating to the pawnbrokers’ trade in which I cannot prove an 
evasion or violation ; and what is the effect ? In Belfast there are 47 pawnbrokers 
who never entered into any bond at all ; they give their certificate to the officer, 
and no bond has been entered into, as appears by the returns. 

694. Can you state any other cases? — Ennis 4, Kilrush 3, Lisburn 6, Tralee 5 ; 
in all, near 185, without bonds, as required by law. 

695. You have taken that from a comparison of what papers? — A comparison 
of the marshal’s return of the number of pawnbrokers, and from the clerks of the 
peace of the counties and town clerks in the cities or towns where the bonds are 
directed to be lodged. 

696. Mr. Tcnnent.] Do you attribute that to the laches on the part of the 
marshal, or to fraud of the parties ? — I attribute it to the total indifference on the 
part of the marshal, pawnbroker and town clerk and all, who think when the cer- 
tificate is sent to the marshal, all that is necessary is done. 

697. He sends, what? — The pawnbroker goes to the town clerk, and if he can 
satisfy him, so as co send to the marshal a certificate that the bonds are lodged, 
the marshal records him as a pawnbroker. 

698. Then, it is the fraud of the town clerk ? — To such an extent as 47, it must 
be evidently ignorance of the law ; it could not be intentional fraud ; there could 
be no such intent of fraud in the whole town ; it shows that was the habit, and 
that they did not think there was any thing more to do than to go to the town 
clerk and show him the person was respectable. 

699. Mr. Roche; ] In fact, the Act has fallen into disuetude? — Yes. 

700. Mr. Young.'] Does the town clerk receive any fee ? — He is entitled to a 
fee for lodging the bond ; but there is no regular fee. 

. 701. Chairman .] Are there any other omissions or evasions of the law you 
would wish to notice to the Committee ? — The effect of not taking out a license is, 
that if any one of those pawnbrokers who have not executed the bond is pro- 
secuted for a penalty, the magistrates cannot enforce it, as they are .not pawn- 
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brokers within the Act ; and even when the bonds are given, they are scarcely 
ever renewed. I have gone through the list, and I have found a variety of 
securities not renewed ; they are directed to be renewed, on death or failure of the 
sureties, but they are scarcely ever renewed ; the consequence of which is, there 
can be no recovery of the penalty ; it is not an annual lodging of the bond ; there 
is no annual license any where, except in Dublin ; it is a mere lodging of the bond 
and there is an end of it for ever. 

702. Mr. Beamish.'] It is binding as long as the sureties live? — Yes. 

703. Chairman.] In short, there is no machinery for rendering the bond avail- 
able as a check upon the pawnbroker ; and, if it was available, you do not think it 
would be a sufficient check 1 — Certainly ; there is another omission ; the rates of 
interest are not hung up in the office, and the hours of business commence much 
earlier than the law directs, and the doing business on Sunday. It is the greatest 
encouragement to robberies if the shop is open early in the morning; the goods 
stolen at night are disposed of easily in the morning; the law directs that the 
offices should not open early in the morning, so as to give notice to the pawn- 
brokers of the robbery ; that was one of the objects for which t the clause was 
brought in. 

704. It was in order to call public attention to those defects, and in order to 
procure, for the use of the poor, the benefits derived from their necessities, that 
you instituted the Mont de Piet6 at Limerick r — It was. 

705. Do you consider, under a well-regulated system, pawnbroking may be of 
itself an advantage to the necessitous ? — I consider a pawnbroker of the greatest 
use to the poor; I think those poor who cannot get security for loans have no 
other resource but the pawn office, unless they steal or commit crime. 

706. Also do you not consider that the poor man may have an urgent necessity 

for money, in a case where he may not have it in his power to wait lor the neces- 
sary formalities which are required by the loan funds now regularly established ? 

Yes; and it is of great advantage to labourers in purchasing provisions in the 
morning, and taking advantage of the early market, and re-paying the loan in the 
evening when they get their wages, and not dealing with the hucksters. 

707. Do you think that your establishment, having obtained the confidence of 
the people from your name being used iu connexion with it, has induced persons, 
who otherwise would not have ventured to enter a pawnbroker’s shop, to obtain 

the advantages whmh are derivable from procuring a small loan of money 3 I 

think that, if a Mont de Pi6te were established in Dublin or any other town, it 
would have equal business in Dublin, Cork or elsewhere ; my name has got some 
of the deposits, the people lodging their money in it from confidence in me ; I 
feel that so much, that though not bound by law to those who have debentures in it, 

1 feel a moral obligation that they should not lose by it, and it is on that account 
I did not increase the capital. 

th i Q i that fair „ wa y '? "’Well the business is transacted at the 
Mont de Pi£te, and the certainty of obtaining some account of their property when 

wr Ve °f CC T,” e ? a c, f 8 . ofpe f>" s ‘° to the establishment who would 
have been afraid to trust their goods with the pawnbrokers ?— No doubt of it ■ I 

will f° P h e r me t -f, r ? with the P erfect certaint J tba ‘ if there is a surplus they 
them property^ ^ W ‘ ^ “° aM ™ pt t0 defraud or cheat tbe[n in tha sale of 

on vmir “T ‘° ‘, hat establis >™t from a conviction founded 

ooened in n hv a f Wd ‘ ™ ndac ‘ ed i d ° y°u think, if an establishment was 
have 7 f“ lr t rmS ’ “c ?. lt , hout such advantages as a person like you 
conducted t Y*: r “f SUC , a " ?? abI !. Sl,IIlent 00uld be wel1 a " d advantageously 

thev know 'iw, T 5 ’ di!r C °, me there oa aoco “ nt . ba ‘ because 

they know theie is no personal interest in the manager in doing them an injury ■ 

from the surplus going to a public charity, they know that the manager can J hare 
no motive in doing them an injury, and though I have heard the witnesses sneaking 
kind y of me, I do not think that that has any thing to do with i^Toor Sf 
feel theie is no motive in doing them an injustice. ^ P P 

710. Chairman.] They also come in consequence of the rate of interest 
charged being much smaller than that before taken r-Yes ; but I am equaliv satis’ 
bed that, if the rate of interest was the same as the pawnbrokers’, we should have a 
doubhont.^ a the bUS “’ eSS Lune, ' lck if we had the capital to do it; I have no 
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711. Mr. J. Young. ] Do you not think it would be a great disadvantage in a M. Barrington, 
large town only to lead the small amounts in proportion to the value which you E *q- 

advance upon each article pledged? — I think that is a great advantage in lending 

to the poor; if you give too near the value, it ensures a forfeiture and sale ; the 25 May l838 ‘ 
article is scarcely worth redeeming, and the poor man is indifferent, and there is a 

forfeiture of it. It would be better to go to the broker and sell it, and purchase it 
again ; but to a man who really wants a loan, and intends to redeem, it is of very 
little consequence what the value of the article is, if he gets the sum he wants. 

712. That is, supposing he gets the sum he wants, which he does not always get ? 

— He does if he has a security. 

713. He must give treble the security for it in your case ? — Yes; and I think it 
may be desirable to increase the loan and give half the value ; but, as our object 
was to benefit the poor and not to make auy thing by it, we thought it better to 
encourage the legitimate and fair use of pawnbroking, rather than to encourage 
those persons who did not intend to redeem. 

714. We have evidence that a vast proportion of the articles remain in pawn 
but a very short time ; in that case, would it not be advantageous to the poor, and 
might you not, with safety to yourselves, lend one-half or two-thirds instead of one- 
third of the value ? — It is very probable that we would increase it ; there was no 
rule not to give more than one-third at first, but we thought it better to begin with 
that kind of business. 

715. You think you might increase it? — Yes. 

716. Mr. Hutton.~\ Would not such a mode of carrying on your business be a 
direct violation of the rule upon which it has been established ; I have always 
understood it was established upon the principle of lending a small proportion of 
the value, and charging a low rate of interest, having two objects in view, the 
security of the persons lending, and the benefit of the person borrowing ? — Yes. 

717. If you were to depart from that principle, you would be departing from 
the principle upon which it was established ? — It was not any fixed sum ; it was 
not one-third, but perfect security, and to that extent we would carry the loan ; 
but stating one-third was more a mode of coming at what we thought would be a 
security than any thing else ; but there was nothing fixed, except that no more 
should be lent than to leave no doubt of the security. 

718. Mr. Roche.'} If, in the course of experience, you find it expedient to 
increase your capital, there is nothing to preclude your lending a larger pro- 
portion ? — No, there was nothing that limits us to any precise sum. 

719. Mr./. Tb?.-;?"-.] Each article, when it is brought, is valued by an expe- 
rienced person? — Yes. 

720. You only lend one-third ? — Yes. 

721. Two-thirds of it would not expose you to much risk? — No, it would not. 

722. Mr. Beamish.] I understood you to say that, though you lent so small a 
sum upon a pledge, yet, nevertheless, the public would rather come to you than 
the pawmbrokers in the town? — Yes, any of the public that have an article upon 
which they can borrow the sum that they want. 

723. Chairman .] It is generally asserted by the pawnbrokers, that, if they were 
to diminish their advances to one-third of the value of the goods, they would 
save themselves from risk, but that they would lose their customers, as other 
pawnbrokers would advance a sum nearer to the value ; but it has been proved in 
your establishment, that if a diminished sum is offered, provided the interest 
charged is also lower than that charged by the pawnbrokers, a very large pro- 
portion of pledges will be offered on those terms by the poor and necessitous ? — 

Yes ; and 1 conceive that the giving near the value is injurious to the pawnbroker 
himself, for it leads to the very worst description of business, and to recklessness 
and perfect indifference on the part of the person who pawns. 

724. But still, if, in order to obtain a business, the rate of interest charged is 
the same by all pawnbrokers, each man will endeavour to give as near the value 
as possible ; and if a pawnbroker was to give a much smaller sum, in proportion to 
the value, than another pawnbroker, unless he reduced the rate of interest, as you 
do, he would lose his business ? — Yes, he would lose his business, whenever there 
was another establishment that would do it at a lower rate. 

725. Your establishment has proved, that, provided the rate of interest is 
lowered, there are a vast number of borrowers who will willingly pledge a some- 
what larger amouut of goods for the sum they require, in order to obtain-accom- 
modation at the lower rate of charge which your office imposes upon them ? — Yes; 
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726. Do you consider that your establishment can afford to do business without 
charging any price whatever for the duplicates ? — Yes, I do ; at the same time, I 
think that there ought to be a charge for duplicates. 

727. Do you conceive that the number of entries you make in your books 
and the price of the duplicate itself, the wages of the persons who examine, who 
value, who fold the goods and carry them up to the warehouse, who bring them 
down again, and who give them to the persons releasing the goods, do you con- 
ceive that all that process is fairly remunerated at the charge of one farthing, 
which is all you make for every individual transaction which is below 2 s. ? — I do 
not think it is fairly remunerated at so low a charge as one farthing, but the 
object we had in establishing it was, to bring the matter before the public by com- 
petition. 

728. Do you think that a pawnbroker, doing business on his own account, 
could go through all those processes and leave a profit to himself, provided the 
charge was only one farthing ? — Yes, I have proved it from the experience of what 
I have done. 

729. My question refers to those articles upon which you get a profit only of a 
farthing; do you think that they repay your establishment for the labour performed 
in compensation for that farthing? — No, certainly not; nor would it repay any 
pawnbroker if you confined the transactions to a farthing on the loan, because you 
would then have the whole weight of the establishment to pay, on the one side, and 
on the other, only transactions on which a farthing was paid. 

730. In all those transactions in which only one farthing is the profit, do you 
apprehend you incur a loss? — I consider that the labour incurred on the loan of 
1 s. 11 d., or upon a loan under -2 s., as not compensated by the farthing. 

731. Mr. TIutton.] Then do you not think that it would be a more just prin- 
ciple to charge a moderate sum for the ticket upon each article pawned, and to 
make the rate of interest correspondingly lower? — Most certainly I do ; I consider 
there is a duty performed for that ticket ; and it is a most valuable document for 
the poor man, and ought to be paid for, and let reduction be on the interest; I 
believe it is quite notorious that the charge for the ticket is sufficient to pay all 
the expenses of the establishment. 

732. The charge of what?— The charge of id . ; if we had made the charge of 
id. upon a ticket, it would have amounted, upon above 100,000 pawns, to above 
500 /. ; that would go very near paying the whole expense of the establishment. 

733. Mr. Roche.] It is that charge that remunerates the English pawnbroker for 
the sums he advances under 1 s. ?— There is no charge in England for the ticket till 
it comes to 5s. ; he charges interest under 5 s ., but no ticket. I would charge for 
the ticket and not charge interest till it came to a certain sum, and for a certain 
period ; but the law is very bad in Ireland now as to pawnbrokers ; it is an 
encouragement to a man never to redeem ; as he should, under 1 s., pay no interest, 
and having to pay for a ticket, it is not his interest to redeem. 

734* Your principle, as you have explained it, would lead you to this mode of 
conducting business, to charge in the first instance for the ticket, which sum so 
charged for the ticket should cover the interest up to a certain time, and to com- 
mence interest from that time at a moderate rate ?— Yes. 

. 735- Do you conceive that the mode which you have now mentioned of carry- 
mg on the business would practically remove some of the evils connected with it? 
Yes, I do. 

736. Chairman.] Would you have the goodness to state what are the remedies 
you would propose to the existing state of the law as affecting pawnbrokers ?— I 
would propose there should be an annual license with a necessary bond and quali- 
fication, to be ascertained by some tribunal, as in a license to a publican, in 
going before the quarter sessions or the police magistrate. 

737- We should like to have your opinion upon that subject ?— I would have 
the magistrates of the town or the quarter sessions ascertain the character of the 
person to get a pawnbrokers and auctioneer’s license, the same as the character 
of a person to get a spirit license is now ascertained in the first instance. 

73b. Would you prefer that to the appointment of a barrister, who should go 
through every province of Ireland at stated periods, and examine into the charges 
that had been made against the pawnbrokers, which had already been substantiated 
before the magistrates?- For the reason I have given before, I should say no 
pharge could be substantiated before a magistrate ; the barrister would go round 

as 
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as a judge, but who is the person to bring it before him ; for the two reasons, 
shame and poverty, there is no probability of any complaint coming before him. 

739. But some of the witnesses have also recommended that the penalties to be 
derived from the contravention of the statute should hereafter be given to the 
person convicting the pawnbroker, and that might induce a greater prosecution 
of offences before magistrates than has hitherto been seen, where the penalty is not 
given to the prosecutor ?— Yes, but there will not be the informer, unless there is 
a person to state that the offence was committed ; I should suggest, in addition to 
an annual license, with proper qualification, and a bond with proper regulations, 
that the pawnbroker should keep one book with the number of the article, name 
of the person, what the article was, the date on which pledged, the date of release, 
the date of sale, and how the surplus was disposed of, and that the auctioneer 
should give security, bond and qualification, and also take out an annual license ; 
that there should be no limit to the number of auctioneers, except license and 
qualification ; that he should keep a book of sales with the number of the 
duplicate, articles sold, amount of sale and the date; that the rate of interest 
should be regulated, and charge for duplicate ; that a time should be fixed for the 
sales after the forfeiture ; I would suggest a fixed time for the sale after the 
forfeiture. 

740. Which could not be changed either by the pawnbroker or the person 
pawning? — Yes, I think that a great advantage to both, that, within a certain 
period after the forfeiture, there should be a sale. 

741. Mr. Roclie.'] Not a sale of every individual article? — Unless redeemed or 
the interest paid, that he should sell within six months after forfeiture ; then he 
should have one sale within every six months. 

742. Two auctions in the year? — Yes, or one in the year; that would beat 
matter for consideration ; it is a loss to the poor man that his goods run on till 
the interest gets into arrear ; if there is a surplus it is for the benefit of the poor 
man ; and the moment the interest gets in arrear, it is the interest of the pawn- 
broker to get it back. 

743. Mr./. Young.] With the power of deferring the forfeiture? — Yes; I 
would have the sale by public notice, and with the numbers upon the things for 
sale corresponding with the number on the duplicate ; I would sell by numbers 
as in England, so that the poor man would know, as in England, without exposing 
his name, what the article sold for ; and if he went to the sale, he would be a 
check upon it ; it is not very probable that a great many would do so, but if he 
did, it would be a check. 

744. Chairman.] And the same number would be on the original duplicate? — 
Yes. 

745. And in the auctioneer’s book? — Yes. 

746. Mr. Beamish.] One uniform number to all? — Yes. 

7^7. Chairman.] You would wish the auctioneer to be licensed as well as the 
pawnbroker? — Yes, with qualification and security. 

748. By the same officer or court? — Yes; and I would appoint inspectors, 
either for circuits or provinces, to go periodically round, to inspect the pawn- 
brokers’ books and the auctioneers’ books, and see how the surplus was dis- 
posed of, to hear complaints and enforce penalties. 

749. Are there any other suggestions you wish to make ? — The license fund 
would amply repay the. inspectors ; there would be a fund raised for the payment 
of the inspectors, and a considerable surplus to be given to charities or public 
hospitals, or the loan funds of the country. 

750. Do you think it desirable to obtain a surplus from a trade, the profits of 
which you say are derived from the most necessitous of the community ? — I would 
make the license so as to prevent the present system of pawning by unlicensed 
persons ; it does not require that the license should be very considerable ; it 
would not be injurious to the poor, but for their benefit, paying a small sum 
for inspectors to watch the pawnbrokers, it is their interest to do it. 

751. But it would be desirable to have the surplus after paying for that 
inspection as small as possible? — Yes, and applicable to their own benefit again 
by distributing it amongst the charities in the neigbourhood. 

752. You do not mean to recommend a large surplus or any surplus derivable 
from the license over and above what is necessary to pay for the inspection of the 
trader — No, I have no doubt that the pawnbrokers in the large towns would be 

0.88, g willing 
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willing and anxious to pay a large license; but the effect of that would be to 
exclude all the minor class ; I would rather keep it moderate. 

753. Do you think that the effect of the license in Dublin has been to make the 
practice of the trade more favourable to the poor than in the country towns of Ire- 
land, or much less so ? — I think that to the pawnbrokers of Dublin, with the enormous 
fortunes many of them have made, it is a matter of indifference. 

754. The question related to the effect of the license ?— I cannot judge of that. 

755. Do you think that the trade in Dublin is carried on more usefully to the 

poor than in the country parts of Ireland ? — I cannot say that I think it is as usefully 
carried on as in the country parts of Ireland. y 

756. Is it not more useful to the poor in country towns, if the rate of interest 
is less than in Dublin ? — Yes, it is less in some parts. 

757. Then is it not more beneficial to the poor in those districts? — Yes. 

758. Notwithstanding the license in Dublin?— Yes ; there is another suggestion 
I would make of some importance, and that would be as to the disposaf of the 
surplus derived over and above the loan upon unredeemed pledges ; if possible 
I would prevent it going back to the pawnbroker; the pawnbroker ought merely 
to get his interest and to get the amount of the sum he lends ; if he gets that from 
the auctioneer, he has no right whatever to look to the surplus ; then the surplus 
should be given to the owner if he demands it within a certain period ; if he does 
not, I would give it to a charity, but I would never allow the surplus if possible to 
go back to the pawnbroker, and if no better means could be devised than to let 
him have it, I would put a heavy penalty upon him of 20 per cent, for the time 
he kept it after the demand of the poor man. 

759. Mr. Young.] Would, not that lead to the evil of which you complain, 
namely, the pawnbroker lending a much larger sum upon the pledge ? — It would 
induce him to lend less; he would not speculate upon the article ; the pawnbroker 
now, if he gives a high sum, takes the chance ; if he loses upon one lie gains upon 
another, and in that way makes up his loss ; I would prevent him having an 
inducement to give the utmost, by allowing him to have no interest in the surplus. 

760. Mr. Hutton.] Can you suggest any machinery by which the surplus can 
be disposed of m the way you suggest?— I would put a penalty upon pawnbroker 
or auctioneer; it would be better perhaps to leave the surplus in the hands of the 
auctioneer, and let him pay the pawnbroker the amount of principal and interest, 
to hold the balance to pay it to the poor man on demand, and after a period of 
three months , or six months expired, which would allow time for the demand, 
then to hand it over to public charities. 

761. Mr. Roche.] If the articles did not produce the sum which the pawnbroker 
had lent, you would let him sustain the loss for his indiscretion?— Certainly. 

762. Chairman.] Do you think it would he an advantage if the Government 
would consent to give up the auction duty upon forfeited pledges, and take a 
certain fixed sum leviable by way of license, in lieu of the duty which they have 
hitherto received ?-Indeed, I do ; I think that the duty, though it is not paid by the 
poor directly, it is incidentally paid by them; though lie does not pay it in the first 
instance, where he has to get a surplus, he gets less for the article; and I should 
pay out ot the amount of the licenses the expenses of the inspectors ; the great 
advantage of the inspector is, that the poor man will have some one to appeal to; 

I believe there is very little duty paid into the Crown, and it would be very dc- 
strable to get rid of it; I believe there is not one-tenth paid in that ought to be. 

703. Do you think that you could obtain from your managers a form of book 
such as you think ought to be kept by every pawnbroker and auctioneer?— 

I can and shall give it in. 

bee ? consultel1 frequently about the establishment of similar 
institutions to that you have established at Limerick ? I have. 

Trplfnti 9 Wh f/- y ° U , exp , ect 9Uch similar institutions will be established in 
Ireland ?— It is in contemplation at Belfast to establish one; in Cork another ; 
n Galway 1 beheve there is one at this moment about to be established; and 
there is one established m Tandaragee, which, I understand from a letter I have 
received is working very weh; it is in combination with a loan fund ; there is one 
m I buries and one in Youghal about to be established 

r.J 6 t ?° T “ nsid f Ufa will be useful in competition with the ordinary 
pawnbrokers. Yes, I think they will be useful in competition with them, and 
be the means of raising funds for charitable institutions. 

767. Do 
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767. Do you think that they will be able to realize a surplus profit? — Yes, I 
do ; I have made a calculation, not of what the expenses of our establishment are, 
but what they ought to be. Some persons in the establishment were put down 
without salaries. I have made a calculation of what the expenses ought to be, 
and will deliver it in. 



M. Barrington, 
Esq. 



25 May 1838. 



[The Witness delivered in the following Paper:'] 



Expenses. 


£. s. d. 


Income : 1837. 


Manager - - - - 


300 - - 


Income Cash - 


Seven Clerks and Runners, at 
20 1. per annum 


140 - - 


Average 15/. per cent, on 
stock of 4,461 /. - - 


Three Valuators, at 40/. per 
annum - - - - 


120 - - 


£. 

Deduct Interest on 5,000 /. 


Rent - 


100 - - 


Debentures at 6 /. per cent. 


Porter - 


15 - - 


£. 


Watchman - 


25 - - 


Deduct - - - 


Books and stationery - 

£. 


20 - - 
720 - - 


Surplus first year for\ - 
Hospital - -J *' 



£s 

466 


.. d. 


669 




1,135 




300 




835 

720 


“ - 


115 





In explanation of that account, I wish to say the rent of 100/. a year is no criterion 
of the rent; our Mont de Pi6t6 at Limerick cost me far exceeding what was 
necessary ; there are ornamental pillars round it, but a fair charge would be 
100/. a year; I find that a pawnbroker in Dublin, whose books I have looked 
over, gets a very good establishment for that ; and in the country it need not be 
more; I would observe, further, that in giving six per cent., I was offered most of 
the money at five ; but I thought it better to give six ; there was very nearly the 
first three months we were trading upon 1,000/., and, in the first six months, 2,000/., 
so that our capital was not 5,000/. ; I have gone through the books of a pawn- 
broker in Dublin, who commenced with a capital of 4,927/. sterling; his establish- 
ment consisted of rent, 50/., clerk, 150 /., three apprentices, for whom no salary 
was allowed, but allowing 55. a week, or 20/. a year, for their diet, was 60 /. a year ; 
his establishment was 260/., and his books 40/., which is 300/. a year; I instance 
that to show that an establishment like ours could work four times the capital ; 
with that capital of 4,927/., this man made a profit the first year, of 682/. ; the 
second year, 1821, he made 1,198/.; the year 1822 he made 1,370/.; and the 
year 1823 he made 1,407/.; and progressively on until he ended business in the 
seventh year, increasing every year ; and having to judge by that, I may rely upon 
a similar increase in our profit. 

768. Do you not think that the capital of a joint stock company must always 
be managed at a much greater expense than that of a private individual, as there 
must be a greater multiplicity of checks to prevent the servants of a joint-stock 
company from making away with the property of the concern, inasmuch as there 
is no such active superintendence given by the head of the establishment himself 
in his own person ? — I do ; and accordingly I have estimated more than double 
what it was in this private establishment. 

769. You have omitted to add anything for stationery? — I include that in 
the 100/. a year; the rent in Dublin is but 50/. for this establishment, and 
I know I could get the best establishment in Limerick for 60 /. or 70/. a year to 
carry on pawnbroking; I could get a very large store for 100/. a year; you can 
add 20/. a year for stationery; but this estimate of mine is double what this pawn- 
broker’s was, as it appears by his books in the room. 

770. Do you think three valuators, at 40/. a year, would be remunerated for 
the very onerous and confidential situation in which they are placed ? — The men 
who are there do not get so much, and they act very correctly. 

771. Do you think, for a course of years, you could expect that the most im- 
portant officers in the institution could be expected to serve for so low a rate of 
salary as that ? — I am informed that it is a fair payment ; I can only judge from 
what I am informed by the pawnbroker who manages it ; he says it is higher than 
the usual price paid; I find in Dublin that one clerk gets 150/. a year, but the 
whole business was confided to him. 

. q.88 . g 2 772. Mr. 
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772. Mr. Young.] With the services of the master himself? — Yes. 

773. His services are not mentioned, and they are most valuable r — Certainly ; 
but he has the profits. Our profits, the first six months, were but 6/., and the last 
month 93 1. 

774. Is there any thing else you wish to state to the Committee? — No. 



Mr. Robert Galbraith , called in ; and Examined. 

775. Chairman.] WHAT has been you employment? — As clerk to Mr. Eades. 

776. What was the nature of his employment? — As a pawnbroker. 

777. How many years were you in his employment? — Eight years. 

778. Where was it?— In Johnson’s- place, William-street, Dublin. 

77 9. Have you had a general acquaintance with the pawn broking trade ? 

Yes; I had the conducting of the establishment entirely. 

[A book was produced.] 



780. Was that book, that was handed in by Mr. Haynes yesterday, kept by you ? 
— Yes; this is it. 

781. Is it in your hand-writing? — Yes. 

782. Is that the releasing book used in your employer’s establishment ?— Yes, 

783. Does one column represent the sums re-paid by the borrowers, and the 
other the sums charged to them for interest and duplicate money ? — Yes. 

784. Was it your habit to charge interest for sums below is. by the direction of 
your employer ? — It is the general usage in Dublin. 

785. What is the general usage with respect to goods on which 2^. is advanced ? 
— A. charge was made of 2d., id. interest and id. for the ticket; whereas the Act 
specifies that, where the sum lent shall exceed is. and not exceed 2s., one half- 
penny. 

7S6. Do they consider that, on lending 2$. and giving a duplicate, they are 
entitled to charge as if the man ought to pay for the duplicate at the time ? — They 
put down 1 d. upon the duplicate, and charge a halfpenny interest on that. 

787. They charge a halfpenny interest on the 1 d. allowed for the duplicate? — 
Yes. 



788. And if the goods are released at the end of 12 months, there is a charge 
of 6 d. interest for the use of the duplicate ? — Yes. 

789. In the office in which you were employed, was the overplus ever returned 
to the persons whose goods have been sold at auction ?— Yes, frequently ; I fre- 
quently returned it. 

790. Did you know of any instances in which people were put off when they 
came to ask for the overplus ?— Yes ; I have known it frequently to occur. 

791. Upon what excuse was it? — Frequently the excuse was not having time, 
call again, and not having the sale-book, and so on. 

792* Were the books kept in such a way that it would be easy to ascertain 
whether an overplus was due to the purchaser or not?— In some instances it was 
easy and some instances it would not be easy; sometimes they were totted and 
amalgamated one with the other, good and bad. 

793. The articles were sometimes lumped together ?— Yes. 

, p 4 * S ® that il wo « ld b f difficult to ascertain whether each individual article 
had sold for more or less than the sum for which it was pledged? Yes. 

795- Were things often sold without their being sent to *the auction-room? — 
V ery frequently. 

796- Sold in the shop?— Yes ; not very general with us, but with others it was 
a very common practice. 

797- Was it ever the case in your shop ?— It has occurred 

onf'/ y mi f , ke t or n n?!j gen ? ? ~ U . p0n a person coming in and asking “ Have 
you such an article to sell ?” and we said, “Yes.” 6 

799. Provided the time was out?— Yes. 

800. Mr. Beamish.] Was it ever done when the time was not expired ?— No. 

801. Chairman.-] Were the goods often-put up and knocked down immediately 
to the pawnbroker, without any hand fide bidding having occnrred upon them ?- 
I have known some instances to occnr where some pawnbrokers have sent articles 
to the auction merely to pass them through it. 

802. Mr. Beamish.] Merely to go through the form of an auction ?— Yes. 

803. And 
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803. And pawnbrokers bought them in ? — Yes, and disposed of them to the best 
advantage they could afterwards. 

804. In those cases the parties who had pledged the goods had no means of 
knowing whether there was any surplus ? — They were regularly entered, but they 
had no means of knowing the profit the pawnbroker realized upon them. 

805. Chairman.'] Have you known people often complain that no notice had 
been given them that their goods were to be sold r — I have, very frequently. 

806. What was the answer made on those occasions ? — The answer generally 
made was to refer them to the marshal of Dublin ; that he had the service of the 
notices. 

807. Have you any case to mention about a jaunting-car that was sold before 
the time for releasing it had expired ? — I recollect a circumstance occurring at 
Henry-street police office ; the car was pledged for gl. and sold for 1 1 1 ., and the 
pawnbroker was summoned, the magistrates seeing it was so very glaring a case ; 
and it turned out that the pawnbroker bought the car himself; it was recommended 
to settle the matter, and I never heard any more of it. 

808. Do you know of cases in which pawnbrokers have received plate with 
crests and armorial bearings upon it? — Very frequently I have known it. 

809. Have you any particular instance to relate? — I have known several in- 
stances in which we were obliged to give them up before the magistrates ; in one 
instance we had a very large quantity of plate ; upwards of 300/. was lent upon it, 
and it was obliged to be given up. 

810. Which was taken in with a crest upon it ? — Yes; 350 /. was lent upon it, 
I recollect, by 10/. at a time ; they were plates and dishes. 

811. What was the extent of the capital in your employer’s business? — About 
5,000 1 . ; he never had more than that. 

812. How many clerks did he employ? — I was the principal one, and three 
boys (apprentices), they got nothing but their boarding and lodging. 

813. Was your master often in the shop himself? — Very seldom, except on 
Saturday and Monday ; very often he has not been there for a month together. 

S14. On the intervening days the business was principally left in your hands? 
— Solely. 

815. Has he gone out of business ? — Yes. 

816. Are you employed as a pawnbroker’s clerk at present? — No ; I have been 
for four years in another place, in George-street, in Dublin. 

[A hook was produced by the Witness.'] 

817. Is that the auction-book kept by you ? — Yes, it is ; there is the loss and 
gain put, and the average. 

818. I perceive here there is no number of the duplicate entered on the same 
line as the article sold ? — That frequently occurs through carelessness ; not from 
any particular neglect, but leaving it for the number of some other duplicate which 
they could not find. 

819. I see here three beds sold, only one of which has the number marked to 
it, though they sold for three very different prices ; how could you tell by a 
reference to this book which was the particular one which had been pledged by 
any individual pledger? — We should take it by chance, or take the nearest sum to it. 

820. There is one bed which sold for ll., the next to that sold for i /. 18J., 
would you think that your employer would be most likely to suppose that the 
person who called for the overplus was entitled to receive it upon the 1 L bed, or 
upon the 1/. 18s. bed? — I should say upon the 1 1 . bed, or the one nearest the 
sum lent. 

821. There is also no name entered here of the individual who pledged the 
article ; was it usual to omit the name of the individual in the auction book ?— I 
never knew the name to be entered, nor in any instance do auctioneers copy the 
number of the duplicate. 

822. I see here a number of articles which fetched a considerable overplus, but 
I do not see any mark as if the overplus had been repaid to the individual ; was it 
usual, when an overplus was obtained and paid, to mark it off in this book or not ? 
— Not usual ; but we always kept the ticket to preveut it coming back again. 

823. You did not check off the fact of the overplus having been returned in this 
book? — No; but we kept a small memorandum to keep the stock equal of sums 
returned, which was in general very small. 

824. Were those three beds to which I have alluded pledged in one ticket or 
separate ones ? — They were all separate. 

0.88. g 3 825. Mr. 
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Mr. R. Galbraith. 825. Mr. Beamish.] Can you, by a reference to that book, be certain they were 
so? — Yes, I can. 

25 May 1838. 826. Chairman.] I see here items of bellows, and immediately after that, two 

bellows, two ditto, two ditto, and three ditto ? — Those are lotted in together, merely 
to save time and trouble. 

827. Did they come from the same person?— They are all different pledges. 

828. Then, if a person called for a surplus, could you ascertain whether it was 
due ? — -The sum would be so very small, we would not give ourselves the trouble 
of looking for it. 

829. Mr. Beamish.] You would never return any thing upon such an article?— 
Upon such an article we hardly thought it worth while to keep any account. 

830. Chairman.] And if there is an overplus, the expenses of the sale, &c. 
would probably cover any profit that might be made upon the article? — We 
charge the interest up to the day of the sale, id. for looking over the book 
and the auctioneer’s commission. 

831. Suppose two articles, one sold for more than the sum lent, and the other 
less than the sum lent ; how do you manage ? — I have altered it, taking so much 
off one and putting it on to another. 

832. In point of fact there is no regular system by which the profits upon each 
individual article shall be distinguished when they are small in amount ? — None to 
my knowledge. 



Lunce, 28 ° die Mali, 1838 . 
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Mr. Emerson Tennent. 
Mr. Hutton. 

Mr. John Young. 

Mr. Ponsonby. 

Mr. Lucas. 



Mr. William Roche. 

Mr. Corry. 

Mr. Redington. 

Sir Montague Chapman. 



LORD VISCOUNT CLEMENTS, in the Chaib. 



Mr. Edward liman, called in; and Examined. 

Mr. E. H m . 833. Chairman ] ARE you a pawnbroker ?— I am a pawnbroker, at Limerick. 

28 M., ,8,8 rt, ; 34 ' r l 0U be , en de P ut f d . b y , the remainder of the trade in Limerick to speak 
M.y ,8 3 8. their segments, and to explain the nature of their business before this Com- 
imttee —Yes ; and I have been in the pawnbroking trade over 30 years 

835. Are you chairman of the association of pawnbrokers in Limerick ?— Yes ; 

law MR-, t J iat We ever - ? ad a m r tin S about “V tliin g of the kind ; when wc 
B ”“ g ' ” P ebtl0nln g tbe House for a change, we held a fei meetings 

to petition the honourable House against it, and requesting a hearing at the bar of 
the Mouse, and against the petition. ° 

836. Were you not originally a pawnbroker at Cork ? — I was. 

- ^ J ; f°V re ac S"™ tl ; d wi ‘ h the wa y m which the business is transacted 

for ovlr r “ T C o rk ? ~ In Limcrick ’ and at the I lived in Cork, 

8,8 pta 7 ‘ ’ 1 WaS ; 1 n 0 n0t , know what cban £ e ma y hove taken place since, 

riek or had J00T TTn a i ways conducted at one establishment at Lime- 
s’ kS? y I w0 H 1 had two for nine °r ten years. 

and^that oup ^ at I was not doing much business, 

men^ a^bZ^ I dro^ o”ne Wh “ M °”‘ da P “ 

It was The ° ne y °" ^ " P WaS in the "oigHWhood of the Mont de Pi&( 

Stick. ’ bUS “ eSS tIian ever 1 have done ™ee I have been at 

842. To what do you attribute that ?-There are a good many nawnbrokers got 

blrfthar 688 “ L ‘ merick SiDCe theM ° nt de P ^ d tS eS 

843. You 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON PAWNBROKERS (IRELAND). 55 

843. You have succeeded to the business which they had ? — In some respects. 

844. How many have left off business since the Mont de Pidt6 commenced ; how 
many were there in business before the Mont de Piete commenced, and how many 
since ? — Within these few years there were seven or eight, from that over ten 
got out of the business ; a good many failed in business in Limerick. 

845. How many are there in the trade at present ?— Seventeen or eighteen, I 
believe. 

846. Mr. Hutton.'] Were there 27 in it before the Mont de Pi6t6 commenced ?— 
Not exactly ; when they heard it was going to be commenced, sooner than remain 
at Limerick, some left for other towns. 

847. A short time before the Mont de Pietd commenced there were 27 pawn- 
brokers in Limerick ? — There were, and over it. 

848. Chairman.] Were the pawnbrokers who left Limerick in the larger class 
of business, or were they in a small way of business ? — In the smaller way of 
business. 

849. Has there been any reduction in the rate of charge made by pawn- 
brokers since the Mont de Pidtd opened r — I bear that some of them charge at the 
rate of the Montde Pi6t£, except the charge for duplicates ; I have not lowered my 
interest from the rate the Act of Parliament allows ; I never charged, for over 30 
years I am in business, any thing under a shilling, nor more than a halfpenny a 
month for 2 s., a penny for 4 s. and so on, according as the law now stands; nor 
does any one, to the best of my belief and opinion, in Limerick, charge more than 
the law allows. 

850. Do you consider the law allows the pawnbroker to charge for the dupli- 
cate, as if the price of it was a debt due by the pledger at the time that he received 
the loan, or do you consider that the charge is only to be made when he comes to 
redeem the article ? — We never charge until the article is redeemed. 

851. Are you aware that the pawnbrokers at Cork and in Dublin consider it legal 
to charge for a loan of 2s., as if 2s. Id. had been lent to the pawner, including 
thereby the charge of 1 d. for the duplicate, as if that was cash lent by the 
pawnbroker ?■ — I am sure it is illegal and wrong to do so. 

852. Are you aware the pawnbrokers in Cork consider otherwise ? — I am not; 
when I was there they did not charge it. 

853. When you were in business in Cork they did not charge it? — They did 
not, to my knowledge. 

854. Mr. Hutton.] Are you aware that, charging for that sum as if it was so 
much money paid, greatly increases the charge of interest ; for instance, supposing 
that you lent 2s. on an article, and by charging for the ticket, you make that 
2 s. \d., that you greatly increase the charge of interest on that sum ? — Yes ; it 
would be as much increased as if the sum lent had been originally 4s. ; the 
interest on any thing from 2 s. to 4 s. by the Act now is 1 d. 

855. Do you believe the Act is so worded as to admit of that charger — I think 
the Act is plain it should not be charged. 

856. You believe it has been charged frequently by the pawnbrokers in Dublin 
and Cork ? — From what I hear about it ; but I do not know it of my own knowledge. 

§ 57 - You believe that is so ? — I believe, from what I hear latterly, that it is so. 

858. Chairman.] To what do you attribute your continuing to do as much 
business as ever, notwithstanding the establishment of the Mont de Pi6t6? — To the 
general satisfaction I give the public, acting fairly and honestly in the business. 

859. Do you give them a larger sum on the pledge, in proportion to its value, 
than they would give at the Monte de Pi£te ? — Much larger. 

860. And do you conceive that that is a convenience to the poor man which 
counterbalances the increased charge which you make for interest ? — Yes, inasmuch 
as the poor person wanting to raise money need not bring as many articles or as 
much value to me or any pawnbroker in Limerick, as they need carry to the 
Montde PietA 

861. Do you believe that the effect of that is to induce them to leave their pro- 
perty with you a longer time, or, perhaps, to abandon it altogether, in a greater 
number of instances, than they are inclined to do in the Mont de Piete ? — I 
do ; when we have auctions, and when we sell, as we do, a good deal by private 
sale, for want of auctioneers being appointed, as the law directs, they often buy them 
in by auction and by private sale from us for less than we lend on them. 

862. But you think they release, at the Mont de Piet6 more rapidly than they 
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do with you r— ' They do, than they do with me, for they are in a very poor part 
of the town. I am in rather a wealthy, respectable part of the city. 

863. Do you or do you not think, that the small amount of money that is lent, 
in proportion to the value of the article, at the Mont do Piete, induces the people, 
from that consideration only, to redeem their goods more quickly than they do with 
you who advance a larger sum? — I think not; the reason, I think they get so 
much to do at the Mont de Pidtd, in preference to any of the other offices, is, that 
they do not charge for duplicates, and certainly also, that Mr. Barrington’s name 
is a great deal in its favour, for he is a man of an excellent character, in every way, 
in the city and county of Limerick. 

864. Do you consider it would be possible for pawnbrokers to continue in 
business if they did not charge for the duplicates ?— It was our opinion in Limerick 
before I came here, and among the pawnbrokers, that they could not carry on the 
business or support themselves if they did not charge for duplicates ; and from my 
own profits, which I can inform the Committee of, I do not think we could do 
business without it ; having very often a great deal of our money idle the six 
winter months, one-third at least of over 3 , 400 /. capital, I generally have over 
1 , 000 /. idle in October, November, December, January, February and March, 
six months. 

865. To what circumstance do you attribute the fact of your having more 
money idle during the winter months than during the summer months ? — Corn 
and pork and potatoes, and every thing of that kind, coming in in the latter end 
of September and October, the people release twice as much as they do in the 
summer ; in the summer there is more pledging and little releasing ; in the winter 
there is great releasing and little pledging. 

866. Do you think that that proves that the object of pawning in Limerick is 
principally for the purposes of buying food, and not for the purpose of dissipating 
the money so obtained? — I do not think any person in the trade in Limerick takes 
auy thing from any one whom they see in any way inclined to dissipation, or 
wishing or knowing it would be disposed of for dissipation ; it is for food they 
pawn; for buying different articles, and for paying their rents weekly, which they 
frequently do. 

867. Mr. Hutton.] Do you mean to say that pawning in general in Limerick 
takes place for the purpose of spending the money in obtaining actual necessaries, 
and not for the purpose of drinking? — Certainly. 

868. Chairman.] What is the number of duplicates you give out in the course 
of the year ? — About 600 a week. 

869. What is your profit upon duplicates alone in the course of a year? — In 
any goods that are redeemed I am paid for the duplicates ; but for the unredeemed 
goods that we sell by auction and by private sale, I do not think we ever receive 
the amount, either in the shape of interest or profit, from the duplicates. 

870. How many pledges are there released from you in the course of the year? 
— I do not know exactly. 

871. Can you tell that by reference to your books? — Yes, I think about one- 
tenth ; from that to one-twelfth in numbers, but not in value. 

872. Without reference to the proportions, can you inform the Committee the 
numbers ? — I think there are about 2,600 out of 31,200 which are left. 

873. Can you state, by reference to your books, the precise number that were 
redeemed from you in the course of the last year ? — 1 could, but it would take 
time. 

874. Hand in such a statement ? — It is as follows. 

[ The Witness delivered in the same.] 

875. I see, by the return which was sent from the marshal of Dublin, that 
there were 18,705 tickets given out by you last year, and only a sum of 1,337 /. 
lent upon them ; is that a correct return? — I do not think it is ; it may be that 
from one office that was given, and that the office in English Town. 

876. This return is for the year ending December 1837 ; could that be so?— I 
was always asked by the deputy town clerk for 1 /. 10 s. every year for returns; 
and I often asked him, “Shall I send them ?’’ and he said, it was unnecessary; 
that it was only a matter of form. But latterly, the present gentleman in the 
office, Mr. Butler, wrote for the returns. I was not there when the returns were 
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given, and one of the clerks gave them ; and I do not know whether lie gave them 
correctly or otherwise. 

S77. Had you the office in English Town in 1837 ? — 1 stopped taking in in 
English Town the 20th March 1837. The last article taken in was the 20th 
March 1837. 

878. Then you did not certify the return yourself, and do not believe it to be 
correct? — I did not, and I do not think it is correct ; I have the books here, and 
can make out a correct one. 

870. Did all the Limerick pawnbrokers pay the same sum, 1/. 10$.? — They 
did, to mv knowledge, during all my time in Limerick, now over 24 years. 

880. Were any of them precise or particular in the correctness of the returns so 
sent up ? — I believe they never sent up any at all until within these two years, and 
they were never asked to send them up, according to my recollection. The gen- 
tleman before the one in office now did not ask for any ; and it is only within this 
couple of years that I heard they were inquired for by Mr. Butler. 

881. Mr. Hutto//.] Who was the gentleman to whom you allude before 
Mr. Butler ? — Mr. Stanley. 

882. Chairman.] Have the goodness to look at that return for the city of Lime- 
rick, and state if, from your knowledge of the business of the parties mentioned 
there, you think any reliance whatever can be placed upon the correctness of the 
returns [/ landing to the Witness the Returns sent to the House of Commons by 
the Marshal of the city of Dublin] ? — With regard to some of them, they may be 
correct ; but with respect to the greater number, certainly not. 

883. Mr. W. Roche.] For what year are those returns ? — One thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-seven. 

884. What caused the returns to be made then, whereas heretofore you were 
not in the habit of making returns ? — We were always asked for the money for 
sending them, but we were told by the deputy town clerk it was unnecessary. 

885. Why are the returns made in this instance? — This is the first time they 
were desired to be sent, to my knowledge. 

886. Chairman.] Did you ever ask the late deputy town clerk whether you 
ought to send returns or not? — I told him frequently that he ought not tobe 
charging us 1 1 . 10$. without sending up the returns ; and that it was no trouble 
for us to do so, and that it was enough for him to charge as the law directed, 
namely, 1 s. a month for sending up the returns ; and he said that it was no matter, 
that we should pay 30$. 

887. What induced you to pay the 30$. whereas the law only compelled you 
to pay 12$.? — Seeing that they all paid, and he telling me that they all paid, 
and not thinking it worth my while to dispute or wrangle about it. 

888. Were you afraid of his taking some advantage of you if you resisted the 
demand ? — He might have done so, for the Act is so very severe against pawn- 
brokers, in some respects. 

889. When you opened your second shop, did you enter into fresh securities ? 
—No. 

890. Were you called upon to pay a second fee to the marshal ? — I was, by 
this same Pat Toovey, the deputy town clerk, and I would not pay it. 

891. Is Toovey the agent of the Dublin marshal? — He was; he brought us 
the receipts of the Dublin marshal ; it did not say how much money was received 
in the receipts, but only “ Received the fees.’’ 

892. Mr. Iiutton.] Do you mean that he never specified what amount you 
paid him ? — No. 

893. Mr. JV. Roche.] He is now dead, is he not? — Yes, a few years back ; there 
is another deputy appointed now, and we have also paid him 30s. 

894. Mr. Hutton.] You entered into security ; are the persons still living who 
were security for you ? — There is one living and two dead ; it is so long since I 
took out a license that I did not know until I saw the printed book here who the 
securities were, and I find, on looking over it, that one of them only is alive, and 
the other two are dead. 

895. Did the city marshal, or his agent in Limerick, ever call on you to inquire 
whether your securities were living or dead, or whether they were solvent or 
insolvent? — Never; at one of our meetings, after Mr. Barrington’s petition, Mr. 
Edward Costello, the deputy town clerk, told us that he had a letter from Mr. 
Butler, requesting that we would enter into securities, and that any person 
coming new into the business would conform to the law, and take out licenses. 

0.88. 11 896. How 



Mr. E. Homan. 



28 May 1838. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Mr. E. Homan. 



28 May 1838. 



58 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

896. How long ago is that?— I believe about three months ago. 

897. That was the first application you had on the subject? —Yes, about 
any thing of that kind. At the time I told Mr. Costello to let me know who my 
securities were, if any of them were dead, that I had forgotten their names, but I 
would do what was necessary. 

898. Chairman. He could not give them to you ?— He said, if he could he 
would let me know, that he would look over the book, that he did not know or 
recollect them ; he has not since let me know ; nor did I know who they were 
until I looked over the printed book here. 

899. Have the goodness to produce to the Committee the book, by which there 
appears the sums you charged for interest on releasing the articles pledged with 
you ? — Yes. 

[The Witness hands in his Boole.'] 

900. What space of time does this book represent your transactions ?— From 
November 1835 to May 1837, of my shop in English Town, and from May the 
8th 1837 to September 1837, of my shop in William-street, where I at present 
carry on my business. The first column represents the number of duplicates, the 
second column the money lent, and the last the interest and price of duplicates 
received. 

901. Then there is no column describing the nature of the article redeemed? 
— No; but the number of the duplicate, when sought for in the day-book, will 
state what the article is. 

902. I see here, money lent, 2 s., and \hd. charged for interest ; for how long 
is that ? — A month. 

903. Here is an item of 10s. for which 3 \d. is charged for a month ?— ' That 
is 2 \d. and 1 d. the ticket. 

904. Is that your usual charge ? — Yes. 

905. Do you conceive more than that is contrary to law? — No doubt of it, I 
am sure it is. 

906. Mr. Hutton.] Do you think it a fair principle to increase the price of the 
ticket in proportion to the sum lent ; is there not the same trouble in making out 
a ticket for the article of the value of 20s. as for an article of the value of Is. ? 
— There is. 

907. Why should the ticket be charged at a higher rate for the larger sum 
than a smaller sum ? — I do not think it ought to be. 

908. Chairman .] Do you at present charge more? — I do; I charge 2 d. for 
the duplicate of any thing over 10s., and 4 d. for the duplicate of any sum lent 
over 40 s. 

909. Mr. Roche.] Is that conformable to the law? — Yes. 

910. Are those your original books of entries ? — Yes. 

91 1. Chairman.] You think it is an unnecessary charge? — I think it is. 

912. Do you think it possible any pawnbroker could make a profit on sums 
from Is. to Is. lid. if he only got one fartbing profit; do you think that would 
repay him the trouble he incurs in taking in the article?— I do not think it would. 

913. Mr. Hutton.] You mentioned, in your former evidence, that you believed 
the pawnbrokers in Limerick were very careful not to lend money to persons 
except for the relief of their necessities ? — Certainly. 

91 4- Do you happen to know any pawnbroker in Limerick who is engaged in 
the sale of spirits ? — Not at present. 

915. Has there been? — There has been, 

916. How many? — One that I recollect, to my knowledge, a man of the 
name of Edward Brown. 

917. Only one? — One that I recollect, or know. 

918. Is there any that you know of engaged in a whiskey distillery ?— There 
is one whom I know, who is clerk to Steel and Brown ; a Mr. Stewart, a Scotch 
gentleman. 

919. You know one who is engaged in a distillery ? — Yes. 

920. And one who was engaged in the sale of spirits ?— Yes, but is not now. 

921. Do you know of any other? — No. 

922. Mr. Young .] What means can a pawnbroker have of ascertaining what 
the pawner intended to do with the money ? — No more than if we see any symptoms 
of dissipation, or, from knowing them, we think that is the object, we do not lend 
the money, 

923. What 
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923. What you mean is this : if a person comes in to pawn an article, who is 
drunk, you do not lend to that person ? — Certainly not. 

924. You cannot tell what becomes of the money afterwards ?— No ; but to the 
best of my belief they do not pawn much, if any, for the purpose of drinking, in 
Limerick. 

925. Chairman.'] How long do you keep goods that are pawned with you? — 
I never sold any articles since I became a pawnbroker, of soft goods, that were 
not in over a year and a half. 

926. And if articles are in pledge with you for 12 months, do you find that 
they are frequently redeemed by the owners after that time ? — Frequently, it 
will appear by the book, at 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 months. 

927. Do you charge interest for the whole of that time ? — Some persons when 
they come I meet them ; perhaps they come with other articles ; I tell them to 
pay me 12 months’ interest, and I will give them the articles; I should be glad 
to give others on receiving six month’s interest ; I often put an advertisement in 
the Limerick papers that I would give the goods for auction to poor distressed 
widows for the money lent, on their bringing a ticket from a clergyman of any 
persuasion to that effect, for a month before my auction. 

928. Do you think it would be a hardship to limit the interest recoverable by 
the pawnbrokers to the term, whatever it may be, which they announce to the 
pawner as being the time over which they will not keep the goods ; that is to 
say, if the pawnbroker announces on his ticket that he will sell the goods at the 
end of the 12 months or six months, as the case may be, that he should be 
limited in his charge of interest to that number of months, even although the 
goods should be longer in his stores? — In a little memorandum I took for amend- 
ment in the law, I say that pawnbrokers should not charge for more than 15 
months, if they wish to keep them any longer. 

929. Do you think it would be a hardship, if they were limited so that they 
should not charge interest for more than 12 months, and allowed to keep the 
goods longer?— I think 15 would be a better time; I think it is a hardship to 
sell any thing in less than 12 months ; but I do not think it would be a hardship 
to limit the receipt of interest to 12 months. 

930. How long do you keep hard goods and plate ? — I never sold any article 
of plate that was not in over two years. 

931. Have you found the owners often redeem between the space of 12 and 
24 months after they have been in pawn? — I have, and after three or four years. 

932. What number of months’ interest do you charge in those cases?— I 
charge, if they do not say against it, the full amount, and if they say the article 
is not worth it, and ask for it for less, I give it them on as reasonable terms as 
I think I can get for them, sooner than dispose of them in any other way. 

933. You often make a deduction of the full amount of interest which is due 
to you by the law ? — Frequently. 

934. Mr. Hutton .] That is, in other words, you get as much as you can for 
them ? — We lend more generally on the goods than we can get for them ; (there 
are so many in the business that we are obliged,) the average we make, is that 
we lend as much as they are worth, taking back what we are to pay to the 
auctioneer for what he sells, which is about Is. 6 d. to 1 s. 8 d. in the pound. 

935. Mr. William Roche.] Have you any standing proportion that you lend on 
articles ; a third or fourth, or what ? — I have, and so have other persons in the 
business ; they say so to me. 

936. What is the average proportion ? — The average proportion that we lend 
is as much on them as we think we can get on them after 12 months. 

937. What is that proportion of the supposed value? — The entire value, all to 
about Is. 6 d. or 1 5. 8 d. in the pound ; that is what we think we gan get for them 
at the time of the sale. 

938. Mr. Young.] You lend as much upon them as you think they would 
fetch at the auction? — Yes, with the exception of Is. 6 d . in the pound advanced. 

939. Chairman.] Do you consider the' charges made in the books produced by 
Mr. Haynes as the interest books of a Dublin pawnbroker, are a great imposition, 
and a heavy charge on the poorest class of borrowers ? — I never heard of such an 
unreasonable charge until the book was produced ; I think it is unjust and un- 
reasonable. 

940. Do you find that the persons who have reduced their rate of interest to 
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that which is taken at the Mont de Piet6 have got much business by that ? 

They certainly have. 

941. Have they been obliged to make their advances smaller, in proportion to 
the value of the goods which they take in, than you do ? — I think not; the 
Mont de Pi6te gets a great deal more to do on account of not charging for the 
duplicates. 

942. Mr. Hutton.] I wish to ask, do you know a person of the name of Joyst, 
a pawnbroker, in Limerick ? — I do. 

943. Is lie not engaged in the sale of spirits ? — He is in the grocery business 
and 1 believe lie does sell spirits ; I do not know it. 

944. Is there any person of the name of Slattery, acting as a pawnbroker at 
Limerick ? — There is. 

945. How many years has he been in business ? — About two years, since the 
death of his mother-in-law, Mrs. Lynch ; he is carrying on business without a 
license, I believe. 

946. Chairman.'] Did the marshal get the 30 s. which you say you and the other 
pawnbrokers at Limerick pay annually, or did he divide that with the town clerk, 
and if so, in what proportion ? — The town clerk told me that he received himself 
10s., and that he forwarded 1 1 . to the marshal. 

947. When goods are not redeemed after a certain space of time, how do you 
sell them? — Two or three months before the time I send out bills of appraise* 
ment to any of the persons who can be found, and any that cannot, if over 4$. 
is lent, we have the bills pasted up in the streets where they say they live. 

948. The bills of what ? — Of appraisement. 

949. What is the bill of appraisement ?--It says, that if the goods remain any 
longer unredeemed, after 14 days’ notice, they will be sold. 

950. Are they invariably brought to public auction after that notice at the time 
specified ? — They are. 

95* - Does the notice specify the particular day on which the auction will take 
place ? — No. 

952. Do you mean to say that no single article which is included in that notice 
is ever sold by you by private contract without sending it to auction? — We first 
send them to auction, and we are some days obliged to come home from the 
auction-room not being able to sell 21 . worth of goods, and we then sell them to 
the best advantage we can in the offices, after keeping an account of the number, 
and what they sell for. 

953* Have the goodness to show me a book in which that account is so kept? 
—This is one ; [ producing the same] one end of this book contains an account of 
the goods sold by auction, and at the other end, it contains an account of those 
sold by private sale, except some articles that we might forget, or that the labels 
might fall off, and we should not know what they were. 

954. I see this book begins in May 1833, and concludes in June 1834, and it 
contains about 64 pages ; is that the whole of your transaction for upwards of one 
year: — Yes. 

. 955- Is ft possible that all the articles which were not released should be entered 
m so small a space as that? — Yes ; that and on the other part of what is sold by 
private sale ; there are a great number sold by private sale on the other part. 

950. Were these articles sold by private sale brought to public auction or not? 

lhe most part of them were carried to the auction-room, tried to be sold, and 
as we could not sell them, we afterwards sold them by private sale ; our sales are 
very bad in Limerick ; and we had not an auctioneer, as appointed by law, in 
Limerick, to sell our goods. 

957- Mr. Hutton.] Do persons frequently come, after their goods have been 
sold,, to claim any surplus ?— Sometimes, but not often ; they often come before 
he time of sale ; and if they think them of value, they sell them themselves. 

958. bell them to whom ?— To anybody ; but we never buy them. 

959. Chairman] I see there are several articles in this book handed in by you, 
to which a name is attached; were not those articles sold by private contract, 
though they are inserted in that part of the book which you say represents the 
sales by auction ? No, not one of them ; every article in that part of the book was 
sold by auction. 

960. I do not see in this book any articles on which up to the amount of 1 1 - 
has been lent; what becomes of such articles ?— It is the small valued articles 
that they leave ; they seldom leave any articles that are large and of. value. 

961. Gould 
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gC 1 . Could not that fact be equally well accounted for by your not bringing 
those large and valuable articles to auction, and selling them by private sale in 
your shop ? — We sell them indiscriminately, high or low, according as they are. 

962. In point of fact, there is not an entry in this book of any articles upon 
which as much as 1 /. has been lent? — There may or may not, for what I know. 

963. With the exception of the entry of one silver watch, 1 /. 10 &\ 2 d., which 
seems to have been inserted subsequently to the other entries, is there any otner 
which amounts to 1 1 . or even near that sum ? — I believe there is not. 

964. Mr. Hutton.'] Have the goodness to state whether, in point of fact, things 
are or are not brought to auction exactly as you please ?— They are as the pawn- 
brokers please. 

965. If you please to do so, you may sell any goods of which the time has 
elapsed without bringing them to public auction ? — We do. 

966. Have you ever sold plate by public auction? — Very little. 

967. Have you ever done so ? — I have, often. 

968. How is it there is not a single entry on your book of such a transaction, 
with the exception of one silver watch? — In that book before you, nor in this 
which I hold in my hand, there is not ; but in former years I have sold a great 
deal of plate by auction. 

969. Have you any book representing such sales? — I have not with me; I 
have plate at present, and indeed all the plate deposited with me within these 
three, four or five years, I have yet unsold. 

970. And the interest has accumulated to such a degree that the sum lent 
upon it and the interest added amounts to a much larger sum than the intrinsic 
value of the articles? — In general. 

971. Then, in point of fact, those articles, from having been kept so long, may 
be considered at present as your property ? — I have kept a great deal of them by the 
consent and wish of the owners, they saying they would redeem them. 

972. But they saying they would redeem them, provided you made your 
accustomed deduction of the rate of interest ? — I never refused any of them making 
some deduction when requested so to do. 

973 - ^ you pleased to charge the full amount of interest, you would be enabled 
to charge a great deal more than the articles were worth ? — Some of them. 

974 - Then, surely, these articles are completely in your power? — I have always 
tried to get as much interest from the owners when they required me to keep 
them by me as I could ; but I have forgiven them a great deal, sooner than 
sell them. 

975. Mr. William Roche.] Have you ever had, at the termination of the year, 
during your establishment, any surplus that you would return if you knew the 
parties ? — I often do return ; there are not many come, but any one that ever did, 
I gave them every satisfaction in my power, to return them everything of surplus, 
produced by auction or otherwise. 

976. Is the impression on your mind, although you were not able accurately to 
describe it, that you have been able seldom to lend 1 1 . upon any article, but that 
it was generally under it? — A great number under; but a great many 51 ., 10 /., 
15 /., 20 /,, 40 /. and 50 /. ; but not so much within these few years as we used 
before ; very little in comparison. 

977. To what do you ascribe that? — I ascribe it to the persons who were 
obliged to pawn them, or to sell them. 

978. Chairman.] How many instances could you quote in the course of a year 
in which you have given back any surplus to the pawner? — Immediately after a 
fortnight’s auction, such a one as I had last month, there were about from 10 to 
15 or 20 came, and I gave it to them,, if there was any thing coming to them. 

979. How many instances can you state in which you have done so in the 
course of one year ? — Not, I suppose, 50 in a year ever come. 

980. Have 20 ever come? — They have. 

981. Have 20 received the surplus ?— Over 40 or 50 a year ; many come to ask 
for a surplus, but of these there is not half that any thing is coming to. 

982. Have half-a-dozen in the course of a year ever obtained any surplus from 
you ?- — Yes, and more than two dozen, on an average. 

983. About two dozen persons have received the surplus out of 6,000 persons 
whose goods have been left in your office? — About that. 

984. Do you mean to say that there have not been more than two dozen articles 
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Mr. E. Homan, sold in which some overplus has not been obtained by you ? — There has been 
— ■ • - ■ some overplus received, but in very few instances. 

28 May 1838. 985. Has not the overplus been received more frequently in the larger class of 

articles than in that very small class of pledges which you have sent to public 
auction? — Yes. 

986. In those instances it has been impossible to ascertain how much of that 
overplus is fairly due to you for the trouble of retailing the article in your shop, 
and how much is fairly due to the pawner ? — We keep an account of what is sold* 
by private sale, and we keep an account of what is sold by auction, and what is lent 
and what it brings; we keep an account of things sold by private sale in one way 
and by auction in the other. 

987. Where is that book? — It is the one I showed before. 

988. That book does not contain nearly 6,000 cases, and, therefore, you cannot 
say that contains the whole transactions of one year 1 — I believe that both sides 
of this book would contain about that much, the auction part and the private 
sale part taken together. 

989. This book would appear to contain, from casting it up, the disposal of 
about 3,072 articles only ; how do you account for the disposal of the remaining 
3,000 ?— I do not. think I have done as much in business during that time of the 
year 1833, or nearly as much, as I do now. 

990. This book, containing the entry of private sales, contains only articles 
which are valued under 5 s. ? — I believe so. 

991. But it does not contain the sum for which the goods were pledged ? — No. 

992. How, therefore, could you, by possibility, know what sum to give back 
as overplus if the person to whom the goods had formerly belonged were to 
demand them ? — They bring the duplicate ; we have only to refer from the number 
of the duplicate to the number of the private sale or auction-book, and it tells at 
once what it sold for. 

993- Might you not as well admit at once that this book does not contain the 
whole of your transactions, when there is no such thing in the sale-book as an 
article which sells for as much as a pound at the public auctions, and very few in 
the private sale account which sells for 5$. ?— We may sell some things which are 
not at all in that book. 

994* Then, in fact, this book is no check whatever, in order to enable the 
pledger, if he distrust you, to prove what has become of the article which was 
once his property ?— Not for more than is entered in that book. 

995. And you have kept no other book for the year 1834 ?— Yes, I did, the 
day-book. 

996. But no other book of sales ? — In the column next to the number of sales in 
the day-book, we see what it sells for in the private sale, and in a great many 
numbers in this book I can exhibit that to the Committee. 

997 • ^here is no distinct account by which it can be proved at once what has 
become of the article, after the time of releasing it has expired?— There is; here 
is a book winch is the day-book, and by reference to that book it mentions at the 
number, sold for so much, which is not mentioned in the auction- book or the 
private sale book. 

99^- That entry seems to appear in a few cases, and for very unimportant sums ; 
will you show any important sums there ?-I do not know that I can ; I did not 
keep the books ; my clerks kept the books, and I cannot follow out the numbers 
^suy ; from the way the Act of Parliament is at present, I do not think that any 
e pawnbroking business could carry on the business in a better or fairer 
way than I have done. 



..Jxwi 1 ! any ,? he 4, u P, on y° u f » r ha ™g “‘ered the price in this boot at 
.1 • 6 ai [j 1C K e rea , y ^ se ^ • N° check on me in the world for mentioning 
any thing sold by pnvate sale, if 1 were bad enough to do what is wrong. 

, ! Y uld , a ”y P™ on ““tag to look after his pawn sold ever think of 

L the\uodoUo e ottfw?stw y it aUCtl ° n ? ~ Alwa y s ; he S enerall y asks for !t ’ 01 

cm.. 01 *' f S my la T co “Pf n “g y°“ to show your day-book when a person 
comes to look for an article sold by auction ?— There is. 

1002. Mr Hutton.} You have mentioned that in some cases you have been 

called upon for a surplus ? — Yes. 3 

1003. When you have been called upon for the surplus, and the article is sold 
by private sale, what charge do you make to a person for commission upon that 

sale ; 
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sale ; for instance, suppose I come and demand a surplus, and my pledge had 
been sold by you by private sale, do you not think yourself authorized to make to 
me the same charge as if it was sold by auction ? — I never charge them any thing, 
either upon a sale by auction or by private sale; but I show them what it sold for, 
and charge them only the interest ; the duplicate which they bring with them tells 
the time it has been in. 

1004. Do you not charge any thing for the sale of the article? — Never, 

1005. There is permission to do so under the Act, is there not? — There is. 

1006. But you never have made that charge? — No ; and the reason I did not 
is, that we never had an auctioneer, according to law, for the purpose of selling 
goods in Limerick, during my recollection. 

1007. Did you not hear Mr. Haynes here assert that the collector of Limerick 
has stated that there never was any return made for auction duty or articles sold 
by pawnbrokers? — We pay the auctioneer, and we never inquire further into it; 
the collector has never inquired of me whether I paid the auctioneer or not ; it is 
the auctioneer’s duty to pay the excise duty, and none of the excise people called 
on me to know whether I paid or not. 

1008. Upon the goods which were sold by auction the auctioneer would have 
a duty to pay, would he not ? — He would ; but I do not know whether he pays it 
or not. 

1009. You believe that goods have been sold by auctioneers in Limerick to a 
considerable amount for pawnbrokers? — Yes, and not the duty returned for it, to 
the best of my belief. 

1010. You believe the auctioneers have not returned those sales to the excise? 
— I believe the greater part is not returned to the excise ; but some is returned. 

1011. Chairman .] Is not this the real state of the case, that when the time for 
redeeming the goods has once expired, both the pawnbroker and the public con- 
sider that they are the pawnbroker’s property ? — O, no ; the people know the 
law as well as the pawnbroker, I think, in general, and they know what to pay; 
they are so used to the business, that they know the charge as well as we do. 

1012. Do you not consider when the time for releasing the goods is expired, 
that they are the pawnbroker’s property ; and is not that generally so considered ? 
— Why, really they are the property of the pawnbroker, for none of them hardly 
ever come for an overplus, and there is very little or none ever coming to them, 
because we give them more than we generally sell them for. 

1013. Mr. Redington.'] Does the absence of surplus proceed from the goods 
being detained until the charge amounts to the full value, or from their being sold 
under the value? — We sell them for less than we lend on them, frequently. 

1014. Chairman.'] Are the sales conducted at night, or during the day-time? — 
During the day-time ; we never had a sale at night. 

1015. You have stated your capital employed in the trade was about 3,000 /. ; 
what profit have you upon that ? — The profit, as cast up weekly by the interest- 
book, is, at the most, from 500/. to 600/. a year for duplicates and interest, and 
from that is to be deducted all expenses. 

1016. The expenses of house-rent, taxes and servants? — Yes. 

1017. How much do they come to ? — About 150/. a year. 

ioi 8. That leaves you a profit of how much? — Why, I suppose from about 
400/. to 450/. 

1019. About 15 per cent, on your capital ? — Yes, about that, on account of not 
being able to sink a good deal of it for the winter half years. 

1020. What do you think should be the amendments of the law in this respect? 
— I have taken down, with a few more pawnbrokers, the heads of what we think 
would be a great improvement upon the law relative to pawnbrokers. 

1021. Will you state what it is ? — I will ; and I beg to add, it contains the 
opinions of others as well as myself ; it is as follows : — “ The hours of business to 
be prolonged from nine o’clock in the morning to five o’clock in the winter half- 
year, and from nine o’clock in the morning to seven in the evening during the 
summer half-year. Pawnbrokers should not be allowed to sell any article less 
than 12 months, and not to be allowed to charge more than 15 months, although 
they might remain in his possession a much longer time. Sales ought to be adver- 
tized and posted on the pawnbroker’s window one month previous to sale. Pawn- 
brokers to be at liberty to employ any auctioneer they please, provided they are 
licensed, and qualified by giving sufficient security, agreeable to the present exist- 
ing laws relative to the pawnbroking trade. Pawnbrokers should all pay an annual 
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license, and give sufficient security, and be disqualified for any improper conduct 
on the third offence, with right to appeal to the sessions or assizes. Duplicates to 
be at least four inches square. Penalties against pawnbrokers not to be less than 
40 s. or more than 10 /., one-half to informer, the other to some charitable institu- 
tion. Pawnbrokers to return overplus to owners, if any, it demanded within one 
year after the time of sale, in case the money lent be 5 s. or over. Duplicates not to 
exceed the price or charge of 1 d., no matter what amount may be lent. The pre- 
sent.iuterest not to be lowered on account of the great trouble and expense attendant 
on the receiving in pawn and re-delivering pledges; the goods pawned, in general 
do not average the amount of 2 s. each. Pawnbrokers to be allowed to take goods in 
pawn, by way of exchange, on Saturday night until nine o’clock. Pawnbrokers to 
be allowed to lend sums above 10 /. to one person at one time at a lower rate of 
interest, such as the honourable Committee may think fit. All pawns on which a 
sum of less than 5s. shall be lent, and remain unredeemed for 12 months, to become 
the sole property of the pawnbroker, and not to be liable to be brought to any 
account by the original owner.” 

1022. Mr. William Roc/ic.] You stated your annual profits to be about GOO/. ? 
— About 450/., after payment of all expenses. 

1023. It appears you dispose of about 2G,000 tickets in the year; that would 
be 108/. 6s. 8 d. at Id., and add to that 2 d. and Ad.., it would make a sum 
approaching to about 150/. a year ; can you make only of your capital the remain- 
300/. a year? — Not more, to the best of my belief and opinion. 

1024* You include the price of the pawn-tickets in the G00/. ? — Yes. 

1025. Chairman .] You state, in this recommendation of yours, that you think 
“ the interest ought not to be lowered, on account of the great trouble and expense 
of the attendance in taking in goods in pawn, re-delivering them to the owner •” 
but the charge which you make of 1 d. per duplicate, compensates you for that 
trouble ? — We are perfectly satisfied with the rate of interest, taking it as it is 
but if there is an annual license, which we are satisfied with, we do not think we 
could pay that if the interest was made in any way lower than it is. 

1026. Supposing you receive 150/. per annum for your duplicate money, and 

expend 150/. in the labour of the office, do you not think the rate of interest 
might safely be lowered and that the trouble and expense which you allude to 
need not be taken into account? — There are a great many that do not take in 
half as much as I do, and very few do more in the business, except the Mont dc 
Pi6t6, than I do. . 

1027. Those who do take in as many as you do receive a.s much money as you 
do for duplicates — Yes; if the Committee thought it better to lower the 
interest to the scale of the Mont de Pi£t6 at present, and not mind the licenses, 
we should have no objection. 

1028. What amount of license do you think ought to be charged ?— Why, 
leaving every thing as the law stands, as to the rate of duplicates and interest, 
except that of having no duplicates at. more than It/., I think, from 25/. to 30/. 
m Limerick, and 50/. in Cork, would be as much as persons could afford to pay. 

1029. Mr. Hutton .] Why would you make it more in Cork than Limerick? — 
Cork is more than twice the size of Limerick. 

1 030. Chairman .] 1 ou think, if no charge is made for licenses, that the inter- 
est may fairly be reduced by law ?— Yes to the rate of 20 per cent, in place 



• 1 1 ° 3 V J Mr - ^F iam R° c i‘ e -1 Allow me to ask you whether you think the prin- 
° ♦ 9 ° ■ a license from pawnbrokers would be judicious or just, or 

not - i think it would be more judicious and just, and better, than to lower the 
as ' he ought & ^ ^ pawnbroker to act properly and correctly, 

. 1?32. Mr. Huttm.l There are two persons retained in the list of pawnbrokers 
in Lrmeriok who, it is said, have died some time ago ; one is William Joynt, the 
other Timothy Brunton ; is that the fact ?-WiUiam Joynt died four or five years 
ago, I believe, and Timothy Brunton died three or four.years ago. J 

rick ?— WiUiam Roche Is there not a widow J °y n b -a. pawnbroker, at Lime- 
1034. Is she carrying on the business r — Yes. 

. 1035. Both the widows carry on the business r-Yes, both widows carry on 
the business in the same name. J 

* 1036. And 
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1036. And without any fresh license ? — Yes, I believe so, as it appears from 
the printed account. 

1037. Mr. Hutton .] Do you see any objection to having- the interest chargeable 
inserted on the duplicate, and the penalty and circumstances under which the sale 
will be made inserted on it, as information to the person pawning the goods ? — 
Not the least ; any information can be given ought to be given to the public. 

1038. Do not you think that that would be a good means of informing the 
persons pawning their goods as to the circumstances under which they would be 
sold, and the sums they would have to pay ? — It mentions, at the bottom of all 
duplicates, that the property is to be redeemed in 12 months, or sold. 

1039. There is no notice on the duplicate of the charge to be made? — No, 
there is not ; but it would be very troublesome to do that ; there are in some 
offices, in large characters, the rates of interest, from 1 s. to 10/., and in a con- 
spicuous place, as the law directs at present. 

1040. If it was marked at the back of the duplicate, a person when lie goes 
home could consult with his friends about it? — Yes. 

1041 . In your shop, a person coming in to pawn cannot stop and look up and 
examine this writing? — It is seldom or ever they look at it. 

1042. It would be much more generally known if it was marked on the back 
of the duplicate? — Yes. 

Mr. Hugh M'Call, called in ; and Examined. 

1043. Chairman.'] ARE you a pawnbroker?^— Yes. 

1044. Where do you reside ?— Lisburn. 

1045. Are you well acquainted with the trade in the north of Ireland ? — I am. 

1046. How long have you been in the trade yourself? — Since the commence- 
ment of 1828 ; but I have known the business since 1817, and all its workings. 

1047. Were you always engaged in business at Lisburn, or have you been in 
other towns? — In 1817, I was occasionally with my uncle, in Belfast, who was in 
the trade ; I was not engaged myself until 1828. 

1048. Are you desirous of seeing the trade put under a better system of regu- 
lation than it at present is? — I am. 

1049. Do you feel that there is a stigma on the trade at present, which is 
unfair to persons who wish to comply with the provisions of the law at present? 
— There is a great stigma attached to it. 

1050. And you would wish to see the trade put on such a footing as would re- 
move the imputations which are at present placed upon it? — Precisely so. 

1051. What do you think are the evils arising from the present state of the 
law?— The primary evil is the way in which licenses are granted, or what are 
called licenses. 

1052. Do you think it would be better if a more efficient system of licensing 
was introduced ? — Yes, I am certain of it. 

1053. Do you think improper persons get into the business at present? — I 
think many get into it that otherwise would not have got into it, if an efficient 
system of granting licenses had been pursued hitherto. 

1054. Do you consider that it is at present conducted by persons who intend 
to make a profit by the sale of clothes, which are left a certain length of time in 
their possession, and as second-hand salesmen, rather than their profit as bond fide 
pawnbrokers ? — There are persons in the trade who sell old clothes, as well as 
being in the pawnbroking business. 

1055. And who look more to the profit derivable from that branch of the 
business, than from that which they derive from pawnbroking?— I am not 
aware of that. 

1056. A great deal of their capital is sunk in unredeemed goods which they 
retail by sale? — A great deal. 

1057. May not that occasion great risk of the goods, when sold promiscuously, 
being sold before the time for redemption has elapsed ? — I would not suppose 
that it would ; in the case of being sold too soon, there could have been no 
regular arrangement of sale under such circumstances. 

1058. Do you consider the irregularity creates some distrust and inconveni- 
ence to the poor? — I would suppose so. 

1059. Do you think it would be possible to inforce such a regular accourit of 
the proceedings, as to make it plain to every person, upon' inquiry, whether the 
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Mr. Hugh M'Call. goods had been bond Jide brought to public auction, and how much they fetched 
~ at such sale by auction? — I would. 

28 May 1838. 1060. At present there are no regular sale-books kept? — There are regular 

sale-books generally kept in Belfast ; but in many country towns there is no'such 
thing. 

1061. Do you think the sale-books which are kept in Belfast include every 
article which is pledged and not redeemed, or only such articles as have been 
sent to the auction ? — In some cases I think the books are kept regular, and in 
many other cases not. 

1062. You would wish to see such a system as would inforce the regularity 
of the sale-book in every case ? — I would ; and that is the opinion of many others 
in the trade, both in Belfast and Lisburn. 

1063. You think that a systematic mode of insuring the keeping of that 
account would give great satisfaction to the public ? — It would. 

1 064. When a pawnbroker expects to make profit on the sale of certain articles 
by retail in his shop, is it not a very strong presumption that he will rather 
avoid letting them be put up to auction in such a way as to insure publicity to 
that auction ? — It is so ; and that is contrary to the spirit of the Act. 

1065. Do you think it would be practicable to prevent pawnbrokers from 
engaging in retail trade ? — It would, generally speaking. 

1066. Do the pawnbrokers in the north of Ireland sell much by retail in their 
shops ? — A number of them do ; the respectable part of them in Belfast do not. 

1067. They confine their profits more to the advantages which may be derived 
by turning their capital more quickly, and making profit solely by the pawnbroking 
part of the transaction ? — By the releasing, (the pawnbroker’s profits are by the re- 
leasing,) that is, by the goods being taken out by the owner, and the interest paid. 

1068. What do you think ought to entitle a person to a license as a pawnbroker? 
— His proving his eligibility to be a pawnbroker, first, by showing how much 
property he had, and next, by giving regular securities. 

1069. It that was once done, I presume you think it would be sufficient that he 
should prove he had complied with the regulations as to hours, sales, rates of 
interest, posting the same in the shop, and giving proper notices of auctions ; that 
compliance with those regulations would be sufficient to insure him a continuance 
of his license ? — Yes, just so. 

1070. What advantage do you contemplate from inquiring into his property 
before he commences business l — Persons who commence on small property, or with 
small capital, would be more liable to extort greater interest of the poor than a person 
with capital; because if a person commences business with 200 /. or 300/. upon 
the pawnbroking business, it is almost impossible for him to make such a sum as 
would keep himself and his family ; and yet there are many in Belfast who have 
not more than 200 /. 

1071. How do they make their profit ? — I can form no notion. 

1072. Are your rates of charge the same at Lisburn and Belfast as those 
which are allowed by law?— 1 The rate of interest at Lisburn has been, for 15 or 
lo years, considerably lower, 

1073. What is the rate of interest in Lisburn? — On what sum? 

1074. Can you prepare a table containing the rate of charge made in Lisburn ? 

— I can. 6 

i°75- 1)0 al l the pawnbrokers in Lisburn charge the same rate of interest?— 
lney do not; some charge a little more on certain sums. 

1076. Do any of them charge more than a halfpenny interest on 2 s. advanced ? 
— JNo, 1 have never heard of it. 

a h^fpenny^mde° 'tf° U C ^ ar ^ e ^ 0r duplicates ? — A penny for any thing over l£., 

1078. Do you consider a halfpenny sufficient to repay for the trouble you are 

conside^fttoo Uttle? P ’ “ storin S ‘he article and in giving it back ?-I 

dJfu'V’ 3 ' it ?-I cannot help it; it has got the custom ; one 

does it, and another follows the example. 6 

1 o8 °. Mr. Lucas.] If you were to charge 1 d. others would be found who would 
charge a halfpenny r — Yes.j 

1081. And you would be obliged to reduce?— Yes. 

1082. Chairman.] On what principle do you charge Id. for a duplicate on 
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an article over Is., when only a halfpenny is charged on precisely the same 
trouble, on taking in an article below 1 s. r — I cannot account for it, only that it 
has become customary to do so. J 

1083. Do those pawnbrokers, who charge a higher rate of interest than you 

charge the same sum for the duplicate ?— Just the same. 3 * 

1084. What is the longest time the greater number of pledges remain in your 
hand ? — I have a great number on my hands four years. 

1085. How soon are the great majority of your pledges released? — Jn 12 
months. 

1086. Are they released in a week or 10 days ?—' The majority in four weeks ; 
they are released more seldom in Lisburn than Belfast, inasmuch as we do a great 
deal of business with country people. 

1087. Articles under 2s. 6d., how soon are they usually released ?— Generally 
speaking, from four weeks to three months. 

1088. Under 2$. 6d. ? — Yes. 

1089. So that your capital is not turned so rapidly in Lisburn as it would be 
in Belfast? — No, not more than half as rapidly. 

1090. Then you do not get as much duplicate-money, in proportion, in Lisburn 

as they do at Belfast ? — O, no, not near as much ; the business at Lisburn is 
a surer but not so profitable a business, and there are fewer articles ultimately left 
for sale. J 

1091. Do you lend as near the value of the article at Lisburn as vou do at 

Belfast?— We do. * 

1092. Do you consider that the money which you receive for duplicates con- 
stitutes the larger proportion of your profit, or the money received for interest? — 
It constitutes about one-third of my profit. 

1093. Which?— /Hie money received for duplicates constitutes one-third, or, 
probably, a fourth of my profit. 

1094. Whereas, on a smaller amount of capital in Belfast, it would constitute a 
much larger proportion of the profit?— It would, I should suppose. 

1095. On the other hand, the labour attending the business would be greater? 
— Twice as much. 

1096. Do you think that the interest charged by the Mont de Piete at Limerick 
would be sufficient to enable you to carry on business, provided the duplicate- 
money was charged by you? — It would ; they charge as much for interest as I do. 

1097. At the Mont de Piete?— Yes, they do. 

1098. Do you make any charge for the broken sum of one farthing, in Lis- 
burn? tor 1 s. we charge a farthing a month, and no interest until it is two 
months in. 

1099. Are farthings charged by you ?— I never charge a farthing, and I never 
get any thing for a farthing. 

1 1 00. Do you deduct when a farthing occurs in the sum total ?— I throw it off. 

1101. But you calculate by the farthing for so many months, although you do 
not charge the odd farthing, and give that up ? — Exactly. 

1 102. Do you consider the scale which you charge is, in some respects, more 
advantageous to the pledger, than the scale which is charged in England? — « 

I think it is equally so ; in many cases it is more advantageous to the pledger. 

1103. Mention some cases, in which the sum charged in England is greater 
than that which you would charge at Lisburn ? — A case occurred, in which I 
pawned my watch for 2 1. in London ; I paid 2 d. on pawning it for the ticket, and 
I called the next day and was charged 8 d. more; which was 8 d. more than I 
should have charged myself, and 8 d. mote than the law would have allowed in 
Ireland. 

1104. In Ireland no charge is allowed unless the article is five days in pledge? 

■ — Unless it is three days in pledge. 

1105. Cnn you speak to any other instance in which the law is more favour- 
able to the pledger at Lisburn than in England? — It is generally supposed that 
m England no charge is made for duplicates ; I got a book pawned On Saturday 
morning for 6d., and released it in a few hours, and they charged 6\d. ; the half- 
penny must have been for the duplicate, because they could not have charged 
interest for four hours ; or, at least, they could not, according to law. 

n 06. Mr. Hutton .] Do not you think in that case in which you pawned the 
book for 6d., and released it in a few hours afterwards, that the pawnbroker ought 
to have some remuneration for the trouble of passing it through his books ? — Cer- 

°- 88 - 12 tainly ; 
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tainly ; I make tlie observation to show that the charge is equally the same in 
Ireland as in England, although they say the charge is much lower here. 

1107. Chairman.'] That is to say, higher than what you charge at Lisburn; 
not higher than what is generally charged in other parts of Ireland ? — The case 
of 6fd. on the book is exactly what I should have charged in Ireland. 

1 108. You admit your charges are lower at Lisburn than they are generally in 
other parts of Ireland ? — Lower than any other place I have known in the north 
of Ireland ; that is in consequence of the competition. 

1109. Can you inform the Committee what the rate of interest usually charged 
in country places is in Ireland, where no pawnbrokers are established ? — I can. 

1 no. Do so ? — A woman some time since called on me, stating that she had left 
a gown in a grocer’s shop for 1 within a few miles of Lisburn, and when she 
went to release it she saw the servant-girl belonging to the proprietor of the 
concern wearing it ; she asked for it, and offered to pay 1 s., and something 
like three times the interest I should have charged, although she had got goods 
for the amount; they would not give it to her; it was only after I sent a letter to 
the local magistrates, when the person was forced to give it up, that she could get 
-it at all; it is a common, occurrence for country-people to take in pawns. 

mi. Although not licensed? — Yes, and in towns too. 

1112. Have you ever served as juror in any cases in which usurious interest was 
charged by different parties? — I have. 

1113. Can you state the particulars of any of them ? — I have served when pro- 
missory notes were being sued for, and where the plaintiff came forward to prove 
the value given for it ; in one case I recollect 25 s. a cwt. was charged for meal, 
and on reference to the current price of the article at that time it was only 16 ,?. ; 
the time given in the promissory note was for six or seven months ; this was 12 
months after the transaction had occurred, that it was sued for. 

1114. In that instance the party who borrowed at that usurious rate did not 
subject himself to the inconvenience of parting with any of his property during 
the intervening six months? — Certainly not. 

1115. However, from your knowledge of the country parts of Ireland, are you 
sure usurious interest is charged ? — Yes, it prevails to an extent that is scarcely 
known ; the system of borrowing. 

1116. Can you state any other instance in Scotland where a system of usury 
is carried on which is very onerous to the poor? — -There is a species of trade car- 
ried on in the suburbs of Glasgow, where the weaving is carried on, and where the 
owners of shops evade the law by purchasing articles from persons who want 
money, merely nominally purchasing, and at the end of the week they charge a 
penny for each shilling ; they charge by the week, and if the person who leaves 
or sells the article does not release it in a fortnight, it is sold. 

1117. But the persons having nominally sold the goods are completely in the 
power of the shopkeepers with whom they deal ?— Precisely. 

1 n 8. And if they are poor and friendless, they are subject to great exactions 
in consequence? — ihe shop-keeper can do as he pleases towards them. 

mg. Do you think a system of properly licensed pawnbroking is of material 
advantage to the poor ? — Yes, of the greatest advantage when it is carried on 
uprightly. 

1120. Do you think that it would be possible for a pawnbroker to write upon 
the duplicate of a forfeited pledge (when it is presented to him by the pledger 
for that purpose) the precise day on which the sale of the goods will occur ? — It 
would, and it would totally obviate the necessity of serving the notices, and it 
would create a certainty on the part of the pledger; his goods would be sold if he 
did not release them at that time. 

1121. Can you say what improvements might be made in the form of dupli- 
cate, which the pawnbroker would be required by law to give? — Here is an 
improved form which I beg to hand in ; where the sum to be charged per 
month would be stated, so that the pledger would know before he left home how 
much he would have to pay ; next the precise day of sale would be stated, so 
that the pledger could if he wished attend to see that all was fair, and get the 
overplus, if any remained ; the following is the form 1 would beg to recommend : 
“No. 1 , 284 , Hugh M'Call, Pawnbroker, Bow-street, Lisburn; this 24 th day 
ol May 1838 ; lent \l.2s.2d. to Henry Johnston on a silver watch and seal; 
interest on the above sum will be charged at the rate of {5k d.) per calendar 
month ; and if the said watch be not redeemed in nine months from this dale, 

it 
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it will be sold by public auction at the sale room, (No. 16 Castle-street in this ^ 
town), on the day of 183 , at 12 o’clock in the morning. s 

By applying- at the pawn-office the pledger can, at the expiration of the time ^ May 1838. 
allowed by law, ascertain the precise day of sale so that he may attend.” 

1122. Do you think, practically speaking, the pledger at present ever expects 
to o-et any overplus after sale, if the goods are not previously redeemed by him? 

— He does often ; the pledger calls on me often for the overplus. 

1123. Have you your book here in which the amount of sums received on 
sales is entered ? — I have not ; I have my day-book, but I can bring my sale- 
book another day. 

1124. Have you a releasing-book r — We do not keep a release-book ; it is only 
in cases where strangers are employed in an office that pawnbrokers keep a 
release book ; and it is not required by law. 

1 1 25. How can you ascertain the amount of profit which you have made in the 
course of the week, if you do not keep a releasing-book ? — I will explain ; this 
book which I now have handed in is my day-book, in which I enter all pawns, 
with the name of the pledger, See., the sum lent, and at the bottom of each day 
is entered the sum I have made by profit. 

1126. But there is no record of the individual transactions, so as to be able to 
check, if the case is inquired into before the magistrates, how much you have 
charged as profit to any one individual who may release his goods? — No, there 
is not; we destroy the tickets each night as they come in, lest they should again 
get into the hands of the people, and then we should be accountable for the value 
of the articles. 

1127. Do you not think it would be desirable you should have a record of the 
sum you have charged to each individual, in order to account to the proper au- 
thorities, in case the pawners should bring a complaint against you for overcharge 
of interest? — I do not see how it would be necessary ; I do not see it would be 
in any way efficient, as far as the pledger would be concerned. 

] 128. As you have no record of the individual transaction, you only arrive at 
the total by casting up the money in your hands? — Casting up the money? 

1 1 29. Y es ; entering it at the bottom of your day’s transactions ? — In the ticket, 
according to the plan I have proposed, the persons would be aware of the sum to 
be charged before they came to the pawnbroker’s. 

1 130. If you are taking in goods and advancing money on pawns at the same 
time, how can you be sure that the money which you have set down here at the 
end of the day, as money received, is the correct sum ? — I keep one side of my 
drawer to put in the interest, and by casting up the tickets at night as they come 
in, I can cast up the money received. 

1131. Does not that render you liable to great frauds on the part of the persons 
whom you employ to take your money for you ? — I do not employ anybody ; if I 
did I would have a release-book. 

1132. I thought you said you employed a clerk? — I did, some four or five 
years ago. 

1 133. Were you not liable to great frauds from the person you then employed? 

— I was. 

1134. Did you incur any losses by him ? — Yes, in the year 1831 I lost 75 l. 

1135. Which has induced you to discontinue keeping a person ? — Yes. 

1136. Why did you not bring your sale-book? — In fact, I was so hurried, I 
could not find it. 

1137. What amount of overplus have you ever paid back in the course of one 
year to persons pledging ? — I cannot say exactly ; but our sales are very trifling, 
inasmuch, as I have said before, as our dealings are principally with country people, 
and they are more likely to redeem their goods, although they let them remain 
longer in pawn than persons in the town. 

1138. Where do your sales take place ? — In Belfast. 

1 139. How many miles is that from Lisburn? — Six miles and a half. 

1140. The persons who pledge with you have no opportunity of attending 
your sales where they occur at Belfast ? — No, they have not ; when we sell in 
Lisburn we have found such a great loss that we are forced to go down to Bel- 
fast ; I did sell for many years at Lisburn, but found such a great loss, that I 
was forced to go to Belfast in consequence of the system not being kept up of 
sales at Lisburn ; if the system was kept up at Lisburn, they would sell as well 
as at Belfast, but the buyers have discontinued, not expecting such sale. 

0.88. 13 1141* The 
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1141. The persons who pledge goods do not attend the sales to try and pro- 
mote the articles fetching the best price, and they consider them, when once for- 
feited, as being your private property ? — No, they always consider that their pro- 
perty is in them, although they may be sold, because they will come back for the 
overplus. 

1142. But still it is so rarely the overplus is realized, that they seldom inquire 
for it ? — V ery seldom ; not often. 

1143. To what do you attribute the fact of there being so rarely an overplus ? 

The giving so much upon the goods ; lending so much in proportion to their 
value. 

1144. The competition among the different pawnbrokers at Lisburn tends to 
induce each man to lend a higher amount than his neighbour rather than diminish 
his charges ? — Precisely so ; I have known a woman to purchase articles of me 
and pawn them at a profit at another pawnbroker’s. 

1145. Purchase articles in your shop, by retail, do you mean?— Yes; and I 
am certain persons have purchased articles at other places, and pawned them with 
me; it is impossible to be always on ones guard with these people. In Belfast, I 
suppose, there are 80 families live in that way, by purchasing the articles at pawn- 
brokers’ sales, and going about and pawning them at a profit. 

1146. You think the trade could still be carried on if private sales were pre- 
vented in the shops of the pawnbrokers, and if they were compelled to bring every 
single article pledged with them to auction? — There are articles it would be almost 
impossible to sell by auction ; for instance, shoes, irons, hardware, and things of 
that sort ; it would be more for the benefit of the pawner, that they were sold by 
retail in the pawn-office; that is, the articles under 2s., as the great expense 
incurred by another takes away the overplus that might arise ; the only thing 
against that is, there would be no check on the pawnbroker. 

1147. You think articles on which more than 2s. 6 d. has been lent may fairly 
be brought to auction? — Yes ; I think they should all be brought to auction. 

1148. If a pawnbroker is allowed to sell any one article at his shop, is it not 
probable that he will also sell, others ? — O, no ; not if a fine was instituted, 
allowing one-half to the informer ; besides it would be the auctioneer’s duty to 
look after that, and he would not allow it. 

1149. Do you think that the law might enforce any reduction in the present 
rate of charges ? I think that if there was a license put on each pawnbroker, 
that there could be very little reduction made of the present rate of interest. 

115°. If the license should only insure some inspection of his mode of trans- 
acting business, and should not put any tax upon him, do you think a reduction 
might be made in the rate of charges ? — There might be a slight reduction ; but 
I suppose it would be more to the advantage of the poor that there should be a 
license, as it would make the business more respectable. 

1151. Supposing the Legislature did not think fit to impose any license tax, 
what reduction might be made in the rate of charges ?— On various small sums ; 

I should be prepared to give in a rate another time ; 1 am not particularly pre- 
pared at present. 

1152. Do you know of an instance in which an overcharge has been made by 

ishonest persons, who have been sent by others to pledge articles for them, and 

those overcharges have been attributed to the pawnbrokers, whereas it has in 
reality been made by the messenger ?— Very often ; I have found it out myself in 
many cases ; when respectable people are forced to raise money in this way, they 
generally send an individual to the pawnbroker’s ; I have known a case where 
is - bct - more ““ the pawnbrokers charged was attempted to be charged by the 
messenger, which, of course, was attributed to the pawnbroker. 

middfe^ class f^ ^ < ^ aSS T ersons w ^° usually pawn goods wiih you? — The 

1 154 Do you find that the very poorest of all do not pawn ?— No, they do not, 
not with me, nor with any others that I know of, in general. 

\ 155 : ^ re an 7 P ers °P s w ho move in what would be supposed to be a superior 
rank of life induced to pawn property ?— Yes ; it is of them, the respectable 
classes, I calculate to make a profit, and not by the poor. 

1 156. Are the charges which are at present made in the sales by auctioneers 
very heavy ? — They are very heavy. 

1 1'57. Do they take a great item of your profits from you ? — Yes, they swallow 
up all the profits, generally. 

1158. Which 
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1158. Which is another reason, is it not, for disinclining pawnbrokers to send 
their goods to auctioneers ? — Precisely. 

1159. To what do you attribute the high rate of charges which they make? — 
What is called the King’s duty comes very heavy. 

1 160. And does the fact of the licensed auctioneer’s having a monopoly by 
law induce him to charge higher for the use of his services than you could pro- 
cure them from other auctioneers ? — I am not aware ; I never tried to get any 
other auctioneer than a licensed one ; the charge would be greatly lowered were 
the duty done away with. 

1 161. Is the duty paid by the auctioneer to the Government, do you suppose? 
— I am not aware; I should suppose that it was in some cases ; if an auctioneer 
keeps a regular book he must pay the duty, because he is liable to be in- 
spected. 

1162. Do you always return the number of the articles as it is entered on the 
duplicate to the auctioneer, so as that he should call it out at the same time that 
he puts up the article to sale? — Yes, I put the number precisely the same as it is 
on the duplicate; he enters the number in his own book, (sometimes the pawn- 
broker does not enter the number, but only the name) the article, the date of pawn- 
ing, the date of the sale, the sum received and the sum that it sold for. 

1 163. Have you the rate of interest posted up in your shop ? — I have. 

] 164. How long have you had it so posted ? — Ever since I was in business. 

1165. Are you aware that there are some pawnbrokers who do not comply with 
that regulation of the trade ? — I am. 

ii 66. What do you think would be a fair length of time to keep goods which 
have been pledged and not redeemed ? — There are certain descriptions of goods 
which could not be kept with safety to the owner and to the pawner more than six 
or eight months ; for instance, hardware, shoes, leather, &c., as they decrease so 
much in value. 

1167. Would you make the limit of time which the goods should be kept 
depend upon the description of article, or on the amount of the sum that has 
been paid upon them? — In these cases to which I have just referred, upon the 
description of the article. 

1168. Would it not be difficult to define them by law ? — It would not. 

1169. What do you think is the longest time that it would be necessary to 
keep goods which are not redeemed ? — Fifteen months ; I think it would be much 
better for the poor if goods were sold at 15 months. 

1170. If the poor are noticed that goods are to be sold in a shorter time, do 
you not think it would be fair to prevent the pawnbroker charging interest after 
that time ? — Yes, I think it would ; if the pawnbroker gives notice to the pledger 
that he will sell on such a day, if lie does not then sell, that he should get no 
interest for any time he may hold after that. 

1171. Or rather, if he gives notice the goods are not to be kept longer than, say, 
six months, that he should not be entitled to charge interest after six months ? — • 
Y es, if his not having a sale arises from his own negligence. 

1172. You would not expect that a poor man should be compelled to prove 
negligence upon the part of the pawnbroker, would you ? — I would not say that 
any goods should be limited to be sold so short a time as six months ; I would 
rather say eight months for that class of goods to which I have referred. 

1173. Is it not usual at present to sell goods at six months ? — Not that I have 
heard of. 

1 1 74. Is it not usual to give notice on the ticket they will be sold at six 
months? — It is quite usual, but that notice is merely a nominal notice, and is 
never put into practice. 

1175. Would it not be better, that whatever notice of sale is put on the ticket 
should be strictly complied with r — It would, much better. 

1176. Is not the only way of enforcing that, to prevent the pawnbroker from 
charging interest after the time on which he notices to the pledger that he will 
sell the goods ? — Yes, that would be the perfect way to enforce such an enactment. 

1177. Do you think it would be practicable for him also to give written infor- 
mation to the pledger, on the back of his duplicate, when and where the goods 
were sold by auction, after the time of redemption has elapsed, in order that he 
might ascertain from the auctioneer what was the sum for which the article sold ? 
— Yes, it would. 

0.88. 1 4 1178. You 
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Mr. Hugh M'Call. 1 1 78. You see no difficulty in that?— No ; the present system tells where the 
auctioneer lives, where it is to be had, and the day ; but then it is not efficient. 

1179. If the pledger was entitled to demand from the pawnbroker the precise 
day and place of the sale, that would insure efficiency in the system? — It would • 
and it would insure attendance on the part of the pledger, if he thought the article 
was worth locking after; sometimes they think it is not worth looking after. 

1180. You have heard the evidence given upon the Mont de Piete, at Limerick • 
do you think the charges which are made there are such as can by possibility re- 
munerate the pawnbroker? — The general charges would not ; but, as regards the 
interest, it is not more than I charge myself. 

1181. In what items do you think the probable losses of the Mont do Pidl6 has 
been underrated ? — They have only proved their profits are 400 some odd pounds 
in 1 2 months ; they have laid on a certain per ccntage on the goods in pawn, but 
that is quite unusual in business of all kinds ; because when the business is to he 
stopped, it would require all the profit that they have laid on, to give out the 
goods to the owners, because they would have to keep up the entire official staff 
and they would be making nothing in the meantime. 

1182. When you take stock, you do not credit yourself with as high a rate of 
profit as Mr. Douglas has done, for the quantity of goods in store?— When I take 
stock, I put down the money that is lent on the ticket, no matter how long the 
goods have been in pawn, and without charging any interest. 

1183. Y ou do not calculate any profit on the articles which are in store ? — No. 

1184. Do you consider the labour of giving them out, and the loss derived 
on the sale ot them if they are not redeemed, swallows up the profit on the interest 
which is expected upon them?— It would ; I was offered in Belfast 1,000/. worth 
of goods for the money lent on them, and I would not take them. 

1185. If they are making upwards of 90/. a month at the Mont dc Pi£ffi on a 
capital of 5,000/., do you think that will remunerate them ? — With all that, I 
would not calculate anything of profit on the goods in pawn. 

1186. But the interest-book shows an actual profit of 90/. a month at present 

on the goods, from their being redeemed ? — To keep up the present staff it would 
require all the profit that they might calculate on at present, to get the money lent 
on them. & J 

1187. You think that keeping up their present staff, their rent and expenses 

attending the establishment, that 90/. a month on a capital of 5,000/., is not more 
than will realize a small amount of profit? — It would not do were they to quit the 
business ; that is the way to calculate a property ; if they were to quit the 
business, they would not have half the amount, deducting the expenses of giving 
out the stcok on hand'. & 0 

1188. But they do not intend to quit the business ?— But suppose they were; 
they have valued their property at 460/. more than it is really worth. 

n 69. Did you enter into a bond as security when commencing business as a 
pawnbroker —I did not; for some years after the bonds were not perfected. 

n?°. Where were they lodged ; with the treasurer of the countv of Antrim ?- 
res, m 1833 or 1S34. 

1191 They are not in the return which has been laid on the table of the 
Home by the treasurer of Antrim?-My bonds were lodged with the late town 
1 . ? elfas *’ and f do not thlnk ‘here is one of the various bonds lodged with 
him that have been taken out of the hands of his executors. 

,J' 9 ^ You . ? d g ed them w >* ‘he town clerk ; were you not bound by law to 
SJS ±3 W , ^? k treas " r “ ofthe of Antrim ?_I am not aware of that ; 

mav 8 r™btt plan ‘f s' at i 0f lod S in g the bonds of security with the town clerk; he 
may remit them il he pleases. 

with l ?L^r COnSider ? hatthe check which is im P° se d by the present law 
Teffi S if rJT r *“•,"* 18 t Cimt 0ne ' “t ?— If it was acted on, it 

M nT k O T r ? T y 1 " Stead of nomi,lal security was taken, 
nresent momen t 0 !? ’ is given, nor is it ascertainable at the 

died ThTthe h ° Se c “ stod y.y° ur b “ n ds may be?— When Mr. Ferguson 
of th’ehtr! hn? h ' S v SUCh a dis a™nged state, I do not believe one 

of the bonds that were lodged with him have been delivered np ; whether from the 
negligence of the present town clerk or not, I am not aware 
„n 1195 i-V eem , yOUrday ' do . ok ’ in Au S ust 1837, a pair of boots entered, and 

dLlioI? C n h /°t ent , a , sum of , IOa ' 2d ' • does that 2 d- include the price of the 
dupluate or not, or did you advance 10s. 2A?-I lent 10s. Id. on the boots. 

1196. The 
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1196. The 1 d. you charged was for the duplicate? — We do not get the Mr. Hugh M‘Cdl. 

price of the duplicate at the time of the pledge, as they do in England. 

1197. Here there is 10s. 2d. entered ; if you lent only 10$. Id. what is the 28 May 1838. 
meaning of that? — One penny for 10*. or Id. for the duplicate ; and that may 

have been for some article that is released ; there is often some article released by 
putting in another. 

1198. That shows how desirable it would be to have a separate book for your 
releasing transactions, as by this it cannot be ascertained how it is that this 2d. 
has been charged; is not that so? — I did not keep a releasing-book since I 
managed the business myself. 

1199. Whenever 10*. is lent, there seems to be an entry of 10*. 2d. here?— 

There are many cases where I put down 10*. 2d. because the law will allow it; 
the law allows 2d. for 10*. 

1 200. Does it allow you should take the 2 d. out at the time you lend the money ? 

— No, there is no such thing in the Act. 

1201. Here, in three instances in one page, it appears there is an entry of 
10*. 2d. although you advanced 10*. on the article ? — The law allows 2d. on 10*. 

1202. But 2d. only when the goods are released, not to be charged at the time 
that you lend the money ? — I do not charge it at the time. 

1 203. Then why do you enter it at the time ? — I charge nothing at the time ; I 
put it down to be paid when the article is released. 

1204. You put it down at the time as if it was lent? — Yes. 

1205. What is the interest you charge on 10 s! 2d. ?— For a week I just charge 
10s. 3d., that is 1 d. interest ; the law would allow us to charge 2 id. on that 
for a week. 

1206. Whenever you lend a sum amounting to 10*., you charge the borrower 
as if you had advanced him 10 *. 2 d. ? — Just put down 10 *. 2 d. in the book or 
the ticket, but we charge interest only for 1 0 *. 

1207. I see here a great many entries of 7 d., 7 d., 7 d . ; do you suppose the 
sum lent by you on each of those cases was precisely 7 d. ? — It was just 6 d. 

1 208. And you put down 7 d. ? — Yes, and never charge more than 65 d., unless 
the article has been in more than six months. 

1209. When you enter 7 d., do you mean to say that you give back the article 
for 6f d. ?■ — I do. 

1210. Although you have entered 7 d. in the book ? — Yes, 7 d. in the book and 
in the ticket. 

1211. Mr. Rcdington.'] Does not that make a confusion between your day-book 
and cash-book ? — I have no cash-book ; there is none kept by pawnbrokers who do 
their own business ; in looking over the ticket at night, we charge a halfpenny. 

1212. What is the advantage of putting down the wrong sum ? — Because the 
law allows 1 d. for all duplicates under 10*. 

1213. What is the advantage of putting down a different sum from what you 
receive ? — I just do it to keep the book regular. 

1214. Mr. Hutton.'] Then your book is not an account of what you receive 
but what the law' allows ? — Yes. 

1215. According to your account of that, book, which, as you say yourself, is 
different from the real transactions, it would be impossible for any person, by 
means of that book, without this explanation from you, to know how your business 
was transacted ? — A person could not understand such a transaction as the 7 d. to 
which I have just referred without that. 

1216. Having been brought up to the business, do you think that is a satisfac- 
tory way to keep the books of a pawnbroker? — It is quite satisfactory to myself, 
because it is the usual course for pawnbrokers to put down 1 d. on all duplicates 
up to 10*., and 2d. on all duplicates above it. 

1217. Chairman .] Does any single transaction here represent the real bond 
fide sum advanced by you, or is there always Id. or 2d. additional entered 
here as if it had been lent to the pledger, which represents only the value of the 
duplicate which you gave them ? — That is so in every case ; in every case there 
is entered in that book just what the law allows. 

1218. Or rather what you conceive the law allows? — Yes, rather what I con- 
ceive ; my taking for that is optional with myself ; it is a 7 d. article. 

°-88. k 1219. There 
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Mr. Hugh M‘ Call. 121 9 . There is an entry of 2s., which you have charged 2s. Id. ? Yes. 

1220. How much is the interest which you demand for that?— A halfpenny a 

28 May 1838. month. ^ 

1221. Is not that precisely what the law allows ; could you charge more than 

that by law? — I could not charge more when I only lent 2 s. ; I never charge any 
thing but for the sum lent. 0 ^ 

1222. You charge 2s. -£</. ? — Two shillings, and a penny for the duplicate 

and a halfpenny a month for every month it is in after that. ’ 

1223. You are not allowed by law to charge more than a halfpenny a month 
lor 2s. ? — No, neither do I. 

1224. You do not charge less than you are allowed by law?— I do not charge 

less in that case. ° 



1225. By entering 2 *. 1 d. in this book, it would appear as if you had lent a 
larger sum than 2 s., in which case you would be allowed by law to charge 1 d. • 
in fact you have only lent 2 s . ; so that you are chargiug the full amount of what 
is allowed by law? — I can recover nothing by law but the halfpenny a month for 
that ; it is the usual course of proceeding. 

1226. And you never receive less than a halfpenny a month? — No. 

1227. In point of fact, you do not make any deduction from that which is 
allowed by law?— No, not in that case. 

1228. Mr. Redington.] Are you aware the Act binds you to enter, in a fair 
and regular manner, the article you receive and the sum of money vou advance 
upon it? — Yes ; and so I have there. 



1229. Chairman .] You say you have put down Id. when only Qd. was ad- 
vanced ? — That is Id. for the duplicate. 

1230. Does the law allow you to do that?— It would be a hard case upon a 
poor person if we took 1 d. from 6d., and only gave them 5d. in their hand. 

1231. Are you entitled bylaw to take that Id. from the poor person? Yes 

otherwise how could I be paid for the duplicate. 

1 232. Is there any section in the Act by which you are entitled to be paid for 
the duplicate, except where the goods are released ?— Then I must put it down 
in the ticket, if not, I should forget it ; if I lend dil., and the person comes at 
the end of three or four months, I would charge the Od. that was in the 
duplicate. 



1233. Why should you forget that you are entitled to receive I d. for the 
duplicate at that time ; is it likely that people should forget that they are entitled 
to a certain profit ?— It would be contrary to the usual course of proceeding. 

1234. Would it not be conformable to law, although it may be contrary to the 
usual course of proceeding ?— Not that I have ever known, 

—Yes 5 ' Mr " HmUo "1 Have y°" ever P aid ™y fee to the marshal of Dublin? 



1236. What fee ? — One pound a year. 

1237. Did you transmit that to him to Dublin ?— I did. 

S ave f°“ P aid a ?y thin s eIse at °ne payment ?— Never to him. 

January H °" °° g * S ° “ SmCe y ° U paid tbat ?— Yearly ; we pay it in 

1240. You pay yearly in January 11. to the marshal of Dublin?— Yes, the 
lees on our returns. 

1241. Have you a receipt which specifies what that is for ? — I have not. 
lady 43 ' HaVe ^ tnmsmitted retl,ms t0 the marshal of Dublin ?-Regu- 

efKtlrrtw7e R r nS ° f tW 0f m0neyUnt ’ “ d ‘he number 

-Yet 4 ' ^ Whm y ° U transmitted tbat < y°“ transmitted 20s. along with it? 

oro'vemenf f"* S i°" WOuld wish m ake as to the im- 

provement that might be made in the present system of transacting the 
pawnbroking . trade ? Yes ; particularly that of -having a new f”m of lutli- 
cate, and haying the rate of interest plainly painted in each office so that each 
pledger would see the rate of interest which he should be charged - a B «at 

Tc 1 ?f there* with that particularise of the 

Act, if there was a fine instituted for the neglect of it, and the person in- 
forming would have a certain.sum, say 11 . or^lOr., it umuld be Vg™a“ Id- 

vantage 
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vantage to the poor, because they could by no means be cheated when they Mr. Hvgk M'Call. 

could see the amount to be charged for interest and duplicate placed up in the 

pawnbroker’s office. 28 May 1838. 

1246. Did you pay 51 . to the clerk of the Crown at Belfast for a certifi- 
cate when your security was lodged with him ? — I do not recollect what I 
paid; I think it was about 8/. 



Martis, 29" die Maii, 1838. 



MEMBERS PRESENT: 



Mr. Beamish 

Mr. Emerson Tennent. 

Mr. Corry. 

Mr. Hutton. 

Mr. Roche. 



Mr. Redington. 

Mr. Lucas. 

Captain Meynell. 

Sir William Somerville. 



LORD VISCOUNT CLEMENTS, in the Chair. 



Mr. Arthur Aikin , called in ; and Examined. 

1247. Chairman .] YOU are a pawnbroker, I believe, in Belfast? — I am. Mr . Arthur Aikin. 

1 248. Have you been long in business ? — I think about 22 or 23 years. * 

1249. Have you been deputed by the trade at Belfast to represent their senti- a 9 May 1838. 
ments before this Committee ? — I have. 

1250. Was there a difference in the trade as to who should speak their senti- 
ments ? — There was. 

1251. But the majority of them, you conceive, wished that you should come 
over here ? — The difference between them was about a license ; they differed 
about a license being put upon the trade ; the one party was for a license and the 
other was not for it. 

1252. You mean, that one party was anxious that a sum of money should be 
paid annually for a license, and the other party wished that that license should 
be granted without any charge? — They did. 

1253. What was the object of that part of the trade which desired to see an 
annual sum paid for a license? — There has a bad impression gone about of the 
trade with regard to stolen articles and different things in that way ; and those that 
objected to the license we considered were the persons who acted badly for the 
trade. 

1254. What was your object in wishing the trade to be subject to a payment 
annually on taking out a license? — We considered that the- auction duty was to 
be done away with ; that it would be in lieu of the duty, and to pay the inspectors. 

1255. What sum do you think the trade of Belfast could afford to pay for 
each license? — We were thinking about 50/. a year. 

1 2.56. Do you think any mode of annual inspection, which should enforce a 
proper system of keeping accounts of goods that are paw ned, would be beneficial 
to the public and not injurious to the trade? — I think it would. 

1257. Such a system as would enable any magistrate or any person pawning 
goods to trace precisely what has become of his goods, from the period of pawning 
to the period of forfeit and sale ? — Y es, that does exist at present under the present 
Act ; it can be very easily done under the present Act. 

1258. But do you think that the books kept by the smaller pawnbrokers are 
kept in such a way as would enable a person to ascertain in every instance what 
had become of the articles that were pledged by him? — I do think they are not. 

12 59- Your books are so kept, but other persons in the trade are not so par- 
ticular as to the way of keeping their books f — I think, with the greater part. of 
the trade, the books are kept pretty fairly, but with some they are not kept well. 

1 260. Do you think that any persons in the trade charge a higher rate pf interest 
than you do ? — I have heard complaints made of their charging a higher rate of 
interest, but I have no opportunity of knowing whether they do or not. 
o-88, k 2 1261. Will 
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1261. Will you have the goodness to show the Committee the books which you 
are in the habit of keeping? — 

[The Witness produced the books.'] 

1262. This is your day-book; the first column is the number of the duplicate, 
the next is the name of the party, the third is the residence, the fourth is the 
description of goods, and the fifth column contains the sum which you lend upon 
the article ? — Exactly so. 

1263. I see in this entry, where 2$. has been lent, that you mark down 2 s. 1 d . ; 
is hat the universal custom in Belfast ? — It is. 

1264. Do you consider that legal ? — We always do that. 

1265. Do you always charge the price which you intend the borrower to pay 
for the duplicate as if it was cash lent to him ? — Yes. 

1266. You must be aware, of course, that the inserting that penny, as if it were 
money lent, gives you an opportunity of charging 6d. additional at the end of the 
year, provided bis goods are not released at the end of 12 months ? — We never do 
any thing of the kind ; we charge only one halfpenny a month. 

1267. You charge one halfpenny a month for 2s. ? — Exactly. 

1 268. Though you are entitled, by law, to charge double that sum when 2 j.l d. 
has been lent? — No, we are not ; we never consider ourselves entitled to any such 
thing, and we do not do it. 

1269. Mr. Tennent.] Do you speak of your own trade?— I speak of the general 
part of the trade in the town ; 1 have heard it said that some have charged upon 
it, but it is not the general rule of the trade. 

1270. Mr. Hutton.] But when the sum of 2 s. 1 d. lent is entered in your books, 
you are, by law, entitled to charge double what you would charge if only 2 s. was 
entered in your book : — I do not think we are. 

1271. Chairman.] When the pawner accounts with you for the interest, at the 
end of one month, what charge do you make him for a loan of 2 s. ? — T wo shillings 
and three halfpence. 

1272. Being lrf. for the duplicate, and a halfpenny for the interest ? — Yes. 

1 273-4. If he has paid for the duplicate at the time of pawning the article, why 
do you charge him again ? — It is not the custom, in Belfast, to pay for the dupli- 
cate at the time of pawning ; we never have any money taken at the time of 
pawning. 

1275-6, Mr. Roche.] Does the insertion of that penny, in addition to the 2$., lead 
to any increase of interest by making it exceed the 2s. advanced ? — I have heard 
people say that it does. 

1277. You do not, yourself, take any advantage of it ? —I do not. 

1278. Chairman.] Will you produce your releasing-book, to prove to the Com- 
mittee that you charge only in the way you mention ? — I have no releasing- 
book. 

1279. How do you transact your business without a releasing-book ? — We have 
none but my own family doing the business, and we have no occasion for a 
releasing-book for ourselves. 

1280. You charge what you consider fair, but make no entry, in order to prove 
to the magistrates that that is all you receive ? — No, we keep no releasing-book, 
nor ever did ; and I do not think any in the town keep a releasing-book. 

1281. How is it possible to prove, before any of the authorities, the sum that 
you charge for interest? — We never came before the authorities on any such 
question, for we always charge all that is regular. 

1282. Supposing you were to charge more than the legal rate of interest, you 
admit that there is no way of checking you in that charge? — No, I think not. 

1283. Supposing the ticket is lost, how can you satisfy a poor person that his 
goods are released ?-^-We look for the article,' and get it for them, if it be not 
released upon the ticket. 

1284. If you have no releasing-books to show that the article has been already 
released by somebody else, how can you prove to him that the goods have been 
given up by you ?— We keep the month’s tickets together, and we examine the. 
tickets when parties apply. 

1285. Are the tickets filed in such a way as to enable you to ascertain, for the 
poor persons, when and how their goods were released ?— They are ; they are all 
put upon a file. 

. ‘ ' 1286, ,You 
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1286. You do not destroy the tickets at the end of the day, in order to prevent 

to possibility of their being purloined and the goods demanded again? No, we 

do not do any thing of the kind. 

12S7. Do you keep a sale-book to show what becomes of the articles which 
have been forfeited ? — I do. 

1288. Will you have the goodness to produce it to the Committee? — 

[The Witness produced the same.'] 

12S9. Is this sale-book kept by you? — It is kept by the auctioneer. 

1290. Do you keep one yourself? — No. 

1291. Then how can you inform any party who comes for information to your 
house, respecting the sale of the goods, when and how they were disposed” of ? 
— We always sell the goods when they have been 12 or 13 months in. 

1292. But how can you inform any party who comes to your house the precise 
way in which their goods were disposed of, and the amount for which they 
were sold ? — They may refer to the auctioneer’s book. 

1293. They cannot obtain that information from any document that you keep 
in your house? — We know by the month’s tickets when the goods are taken 
to sell. 

1294. How can you tell how much they fetched at the sale? — That book tells. 

1295. Then you mean to say, that you refer the pawner to the auctioneer for 
further information upon the subject? — We do. 

1296. Do you never sell any articles in your own house, without first sending 
them to the auction-room? — We never do. 

1297. Do you ever buy goods in at the auction? — Very rarely. 

1298. Do you sell any goods whatever by retail in your shop? — Some odd 
goods, if we are obliged to buy in some articles that we cannot get sold, but 
very few. 

1299. What class of articles are they; are they principally the better des- 
cription of articles or an inferior description ? — They are the more inferior 
description. 

1300. Up to what amount of value, generally ? — Such as women’s gowns and 
coats, and different articles which we are obliged to buy in. 

1301. Up to what amount of value? — There may be some articles not more 
than Is. 6 d. value, and some as high as Is. 6 d. 

1302. From 1$. 6 d. to 7$. 6 d. ? — Yes. 

1303. Do you agree with the recommendations that have been made by Mr. 
Homan for the improvement of the trade ? — Some of them I would aoree with, 
and some I would not ; I would not allow the trader the liberty of selling the 
articles as he pleases in the way he mentioned yesterday. 

1304. Do you think it is better for all the parties that the trader should be 
obliged always to take the goods to auction ? — I do. 

1305. Do you think there would be any difficulty in his keeping a proper 
book to inform the customer what became of those goods at auction ? — I think it 
is only right. 

1306. Do you think it is possible for you to give notice to any person, iii' 
writing on his duplicate, of the day on which any article forfeited will be sent to 
sale ? — I think it would be only right ; there is the form of the notice we always 
send [producing the same.] 

1307. Mr. Hutton.] With reference to this book which you have given in, I 
observe in every case in which 10$. has been lent, there is a charge put down 
in the column of 10$. 2 d. ; is the 2 d. for the duplicate? — It is. 

1308. Are you aware that by the Act you have no right to charge more than 
1 d. for the duplicate ? — I was not till I heard it in this Committee-room. 

1309. Would it not be your duty, or the duty of any body conducting this 
business, to understand what price you have a right to charge, and what you have 
not? — I always considered we were legally entitled to 2 d. for a ticket upon 10 $. 

13 ,0 * It appears here that you have uniformly charged 2 d. for 10$. ? — Yes. 

1311. And 4d. for 2/.? — Yes. 

1312. Instead of 2 d. ? — No, 4 d. is allowed upon 21 . 

13 1 3* Twopence, if above 10 $. and not more than 40$. ? — -Yes. 

1 3H* So that there appear to be a great number of overcharges in this book? 
-—If it is an overcharge, it is all right ; we all do it. 

1 3 1 .5- How do you make it right? — We charge 2 d. for the 10$. arid 4 'd. for 
the 40 $. 

°-88. K3 .1316. Chairman.] 



Mr. Arthur Atkin. 



29 May 3 838. 
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1316. Chairman .] That is to say, it is the general custom of the trade, and you 
conceive it is authorized by law ? — Y es. 

1317. Mr. Lucas.] It is a charge which you regularly make, not according to 
your fancy, but according to what you consider to be right ? — Yes, regularly ; we 
always make it. 

1318. The same to everybody according to the amount? — Yes. 

1319. Mr. Hutton.] You say you keep no book but a day-book ; if a person 
comes to claim a surplus, you refer him to the auctioneer ; do you think that it is 
right, when a person claims a surplus for an article left with you in pawn, that 
you should give him the trouble of going to another place and searching another 
person’s books, when the law requires you to keep books to satisfy him ? — lie has 
not far to go; but the books are always kept with the auctioneer. 

1320. Answer the question put to you; do you think it right that you should 
send this man to another house to make inquiries, when the law states that you 
should be able to satisfy him yourself? — It is the custom of the trade there. 

1321. In point of fact, do many persons come to obtain a surplus ? — They do, 

indeed. * 

1322. How many pawnbrokers are there in Belfast? — Forty-six or 4-7. 

1323. Then this auctioneer has to keep an account of the sales of all those 
pawnbrokers ? — No, he has not; he has only to keep an account of the sales of 
those that he sells for. 

1 324. How many does he sell for ? — I cannot tell ; I should think for the 
greater part of them. 

1325. You are aware that it must be more difficult for him to find out the 
entry and satisfy a person who has pledged articles with you than it would be for 
you to do it ?— His clerk gets 1 d. for every examination. 

1326. Mr . Redington.] Are you aware that the law obliges you to keep a 
sale-book? — lam; but we consider that the book which is kept there is quite 
sufficient. 

1327. Mr. Tennent.] What return does the auctioneer make of his sale? He 

just adds up the book at night, and whatever the sale comes to I n-et the money 
from him. & J 

1328. Does he not furnish you with a return of the articles sold and the 
prices ? — Yes. 

1329. Would you not, in the event of the pawner calling upon you for infor- 

mation, refer to that and satisfy them ?— That is merely an account of the amount 
of things the auctioneer has sold; he takes his fees and the duty, and pays me the 
remainder. J 

1330- When an article has been disposed of so as to leave a surplus upon the 
money originally lent upon it, what is the proceeding of the auctioneer in that 
case ?— When they come with a ticket to me or to the office, if they are told that 
the article is sold, they go to Mr. Devlin’s office, and his clerk can count up the 
interest as well as we can. 1 

1 33»- Does Mr. Devlin give them a certificate of the amount ?— He writes 011 
the back ot the ticket if any overplus is coming, and it is paid directly. 

J33 2 - Chairman.] In how many cases have you paid overplus — Very often • 

I have no sales that I do not pay overplus. 

3 333-_ What proportion in the course of a year? — I suppose we may have from 
tour to six sales in a year. 

1.334- What proportion of the goods at the sales yield an overplus ?— The good 
articles will always yield an overplus, such as plate and watches. 

1 335- What proportion in number?— Not very many. 

1336. Mr. Tennent.] You do not find that overplus claimed in every instance? 
-**JN 0 ; sometimes it is not. 

1337. What proportion do the instances in which it is claimed bear to those in 
which it IS not ?— Ihe greater part is claimed, but sometimes it is not. 

1338- Sir W Smterville.] If it is not claimed, do you make any effort to find 
out the person? — No. 

1339- Mr TermenQ You say there are 46 or 47 pawnbrokers in Belfast : are 

you aware of the necessity of their entering into a bond with sureties for an 
obedience to the law, and depositing that with a public officer ; are you likewise 
aware that, in a vast majority of instances at Belfast, that has not been complied 
with by pawnbrokers ? — Yes. r 

1340. Have you yourself complied with that?— I have. 

1341. fiaVo 
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134K Have you then deposited a bond in conformity with the law ? — I have. 

1342. Do you remember how many bonds were deposited upon that occasion? 
—Four. 

1343- Oue entered into by yourself, and one by each of the three sureties ' r 
were each of those four bonds on a separate stamp ? — They were ; at least I think so. 

1 344- Hoes the law require that, are you aware ? — I am not aware of the law 
of the case. 

J 345- Are y° u aware that the greater number of pawnbrokers in Belfast have 
evaded this law, and have not deposited this bond as required ? — I think some of 
them have not deposited the bond. 

1346. Can you account for the system under which this has occurred? — 
It arose from the negligence of the town clerk ; he gets the money, and one hears 
no more of it. 

1 347- Uo you mean that the town clerk merely receives the fees for the bond 
and fails to see it perfected ? — The town clerk gives in an order at the back, and 
he writes to Mr. Butler and gets some surety for him, and the party just begins 
his business, and there are no more bonds or any thing else ; the fees are paid. 

1348. Mr. Roche.'] What proportion of the supposed value are you in the 
habit of advancing upon articles ? — Sometimes we lend over the value. 

1 349- Upon what principle ; are you not liable to lose upon that ? — We are, but 
we lend very high upon them, because there are so many in the trade. 

1 35°- Nir. Beamish.] What duty do you pay upon the bond? — I think it was 
10?. that I paid. 

1351. What are you bound by law to pay ? — Not any thing amounting to that; 
I think 41. 5s. is the cost it should be. 

1352. Mr. Tennent.] Was that 10/. for costs? — For filling the bond. 

1 353- Are you aware whether it has been the habit to fill those bonds after the 
duty has been so paid ? — I do not think any have been filled regularly in the last 
four or five years. 

*354- Though a charge has been made for the filling of that bond? — Yes; 
but in some instances there is more than that charged. 

J 355 • Mr Lucas.] Does the town clerk receive the fee ? — He does. 

1356. Sir W. Somerville.] He receives this fee without ever filling up the bond ? 
— He does. 

1 3 5 7 - Mr. Tennent.] Do you conceive, if that bond were properly enforced, it 
would have a considerable effect in regulating the trade, and producing a confor- 
mity with the law ? — I do think it would. 

*358. Is it your opinion that the irregularity, which had crept into the trade, 
had arisen from a laxity in the dealer, and from those bonds not being filled up ? 
— I do think it arises from that. 

1 359- Why do you think so? — I knew a man that was in the pawnbroking 
business at Belfast, and he sold off all the things that he had, and went out of the 
country. 

1360. Was that man named Hill? — Yes. 

1361. Chairman.] What was the value of the goods? — I do not know; I know 
that he sold them off ; there was a good stock. 

1362. Were there 500 /. worth ?— I cannot say that. 

1363. Is there any penalty against a man doing that? — There is, if it could be 
enforced, I believe. 

1364. Mr. Tennent. Do you think that any disadvantageous consequences arise 
from the present unrestricted hours at which pawnbrokers are permitted to keep 
their houses open ? — I do think, above all things, they ought to be obliged to keep 
their hours. 

1365. What evils do you conceive to arise from the present system? — For 

instance, if there is any thing stolen, the greater part are taken at night, and if a 
pawnbroker has his place open at half-past six or seven in the morning, before 
people are up or able to look after them, the things are pawned ; but if they were not 
to open their houses till nine, they might have notice given them, and the things 
might be got back. i 

1366. And would the same objection hold to keeping them open at unseasonable 
hours at night?— Yes. 

1367. Do you conceive that the pawnbrokers themselves would make any 
serious opposition to the limitation of the hours ? — The magistrates, at one time, 
complained ; but they could not succeed. 

0.88. k 4 1368. Are 



Mr. Arthur Atkin. 



29 May 1838. 
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Mr. Arthur Aikin. 1368, Are you aware of any pawnbrokers’ offices being kept in connexion with 

public houses ? — There are a great many of them. 

29 May 1838. 1369. Who hold two licenses ?— Some hold three licenses ; there are two pawn- 

brokers’ shops and a public-house besides, owned by the same person. 

1370. Mr. Beamish .] You said that you gave sureties when you entered into your 

bond ?— I did. J 

1371. What were their names ?— My father was one; William Aikin and old 
John Miller, of Barry-street, and my father-in-law, James Foster. 

1372. Mr. Hutton.] How many of those sureties are living? — They are all three 
living. 

1373. Mr. Tennent.] Are you aware whether any night sales are at present 
permitted in Belfast, by auctioneers ? — There are. 

1374. Is that contrary to the provisions of the law? — It is. 

*375- Chairman .] Does the auctioneer whom you employ ever sell any goods 
by night ? — He does not. 6 

1376. Mr. Reding ton.] What is his name ? — Devlin. 

1377. Mr. Tennent.] Within what time, after the expiration of the period 
within which goods would be redeemable, do you generally sell them ? — We hold 
goods over for a year ; and it is the rule generally in Belfast. 

1378. Chairman .] If you hold them for more than a year, and the goods are 
redeemed by the pawner, do you charge interest for only 12 months ?— We charge 
interest up to whatever time they are taken up. 

1379. If notice is given to the pawners that the goods will be retained for only 
12 months, do not you think it would be fair that the pawnbroker should be 
limited to 12 months’ interest upon the loan? — I think it would be well ; I do not 
think it is a good job to hold them over. 

1380. Then you would not think it a hardship if no interest was chargeable 
arter 12 months, so as to give the pawnbroker an inducement to sell goods oil' 
at a certain time ? — I think if no interest was charged after 12 months, there 
would be no doubt of the goods being sold. 

1381. Which would be better for both parties ? — Yes. 

1382. Mr. Tennent.] Is it the custom in Belfast, generally, to sell the goods 
deposited with the pawnbroker in the town, or to sell them at a distance from the. 
town r — We always sell them in the town. 

1383. Does that practice prevail in the country r— The greater part of them 

sell them in the town. b 1 

1384. Have yon never yourself sent goods to a distance to ho sold ? -Some- 
times I did take goods to Lisburn. 

138.5. Was it after having failed to sell them in Belfast?— It was a good many 
years ago. 0 J 

t • ‘n 86 '- it . the same au , etioneer who accompanied the goods from Belfast to 

WaS ?°»/n hl! auc !‘ on f r > but who has since gone to 

America, of the name of Mahoney ; but he was regularly appointed. 

' ?, 8 ?; In * e evant ° f the P ar fy wll <> Pawned those goods wishing to trace them, 
would it not have been extremely inconvenient to follow them to Lisburn?— The 
goods were sold the same as at Belfast. 

1388. Where? — At Lisburn. 

Bel&sg,o\is house! 1 * '"T"*"* t0 ^‘^mP-The ^ came home to 
'2 0, 1[ was *c Be . lfaat auctioneer who sold them at Lisburn ?— Yes. 

with the r.° f the tiCiet that Sive aS a du P Hcatp 

[The Witness produced one .] 

is a’londo 1 ! A iT 3 ' 1 " ?¥” which are S iven in London ?— That 

a London ticket, and that is my ticket {producing the same], 

1393- Though this is smaller, the material of which it is composed being card, 
seems to be much stronger and less liable to be worn out than yours?— It is 
stionger ; but any of them will wear for a year and more. ^ 

more^and 5 vonT!’^' 1 T ^ y ° U paii I0/ ' f ° r a bond . and many paid 
more and yon were asked what you were bound by law to pay, and you !aid 

41. 5 s. , have you ever referred to the clause to see what it was ?— No * 

take-out satl f e , d ‘° P 3 ? wIlat was demanded r— Yes, and ail that go to 

take out a license pay what they are asked. 6 

1396. rt 
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1396. It appears, by reference to the 39th section, that 6 s. 8 d. is all that they 
are entitled to for filling in the bond, and the stamp is then about 10s. ; so that 
by reference to the law they have only a right to charge you 16s. 8d.r — I think it 
is more than 1 6s. 8 d . ; the system of granting licenses has been very irreo-ular. 

1307. Sir TV. Somerville.] What is the amount of the stamp? — I do not 

know. 

1398. Mr. Redington .] You stated that some pawnbrokers in Belfast have like- 
wise spirit licenses ; have you known a penalty levied against them for having 
spirit licenses as well as pawn licenses ? — I never knew such a case. 

Mr. James Welsh , called in ; and Examined. 

1399. Chairman.] ARE you a pawnbroker in Galway ? — I am. 

1400. How long have you been in the trade ? — Nearly 1 1 years. 

1401. What amount of capital have you in the trade? — I dare say at present 
about 1,700/. 

1402. Were you deputed by the other pawnbrokers in Galway to speak their 
sentiments before this Committee ? — Yes. 

1403. How many pawnbrokers are there in Galway ?— There are eight on the 
returns, and there are nine doing business ; there is one not on the returns. 

1404. Are the pawnbrokers in Galway willing that the trade should be subject 
to regulations, in order to compel every individual of the trade to comply with the 
provisions of the existing law? — I think so. 

1405. Are they anxious that there should be a license renewable upon good 
conduct, and which could be refused in case any contravention of the law was 
practised? — We were not aware of what alterations would be made when I left, 
but 1 dare say they would ; the generality of them would comply with the license ; 
the most respectable portion of them. 

1406. Would they be desirous that there should be a sum paid for that license, 
or that it should be given gratuitously? — I think they would rather have it 
paid for. 

1407. To what amount would they wish the tax to be raised ? — I think, accord- 
ing to the population of Galway, about 20/. 

1408. Which should be in lieu of the duty at present paid upon auctions? — 
We have nothing to do with the duty; the auctioneer always pays that duty, 
according to the amount sold at auction. 

1409. But your goods fetch less in proportion to the amount of duty which is 
paid upon them? — I do not find it on my sales ; I cannot grumble at the sales. 

1410. Do you also wish that the pawnbrokers should be compelled to keep the 
hours required by law? — Yes. 

1411. Have you ever known of articles taken in at Galway beyond the legal 
hours r— Yes, and 1 have known of several of the pawnbrokers being summoned to 
the magistrates’ office at different times for taking before and after hours. 

1412. Do the pawnbrokers who have done so still carry on business? — 
They do. 

1413. Do you find it a great hardship upon you, who are inclined to comply 
with the provisions of the law in that respect ? — I do find it a great hardship ; 
they have summoned some of the parties, and got them fined for keeping irregular 
hours. 

1414. Do you keep a table of interest hung up in your shop? — I do, and a 
large sheet attached to that, in large printed letters, signifying to the public that 
if there is an overplus after the sale, they are entitled to it ; and to come there 
with their tickets. 

1415. How long has that notice been put up there? — I believe for nearly five 
years. 

1416. Do you find, practically speaking, that they often come to look for the 
overplus ? — They do. 

1417. Do you think that all the pawnbrokers in Galway are equally ready to 
pay over the overplus to the pawner in case his goods fetch an overplus ? — I am 
not aware ; I have heard some of the public grumble and say that they con- 
sidered that their goods ought to have brought more than the money they bor- 
rowed upon them. 

1418. Do you ever sell any goods on your own premises? — Always on my 
own premises. 

°-88. l 14^9. Is 
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1419. Is the auction always carried on on your own premises ? — Yes, in the 
office I do business in. 

1420. Who is the auctioneer? — A man of the name of Michael Mangen. 

1421. Is he in your employment? — No. 

1422. Does he keep no sale-room of his own ? — He keeps no sale-room. 

1423. Does he keep a book in his own office with an account of the sales he 
has effected upon your premises? — He takes a copy of the sale made in the office 
with him, for which he pays duty, as he informs me, to the excise ; the excise are 
very sharp in Galway, and in many instances they send a man to see what the 
amount of the sale comes to ; they are afraid that the auctioneer would deny pay- 
ing the whole of the duty ; they refer to our sale-books after the sale is done. J 

1424. Mr. Redington] Do you keep a sale-book as well as the auctioneer? 
— Yes. 

1425. Chairman .] Is the sale-book that is kept by the auctioneer often referred 
to by the person who has pawned goods, after they have been forfeited ?— Yes, 
many times ; in one instance I have known a person, that is in the case of a 
ring, about 12 months back; the person who pawned it came to inquire for 
it, and the person whom it was pawned with said it was sold ; he required to 
see the sale-book, and it appeared to be sold on it ; and the woman referred to the 
auctioneer, and he said he sold no such thing at the auction ; so that the conse- 
quence was, that the pawnbroker was summoned to the magistrates’ office, and 
obliged to pay the amount of what the ring cost, the money which she swore to. 

142b. Mr. Hullo?/.] It was falsely entered in the sale-book ? — Yes. 

1427. 1 Chairman.] Does that individual still continue to exercise the trade of a 
pawnbroker ?— Yes. 

1428. Notwithstanding his having been so convicted ? — Yes. 

1 f 2 9 ‘ i?.° y° u S* ve an y not ‘p e of those sales to the individuals who pawn the 
goods .—We make as much noise as we can by the bellman, a fortnight or a month 
before the sale. 

1430. Would you have any objection to give notice in writing to the individuals 
who might apply to you by informing them, on the back of the duplicate, the day 
on which the sale would be effected ? — I would not ; but I think it would not take 
any effect, particularly m Galway. 

M 3 1 ■ You think the parties would not apply to you ? — I think not ; we give 
sufficient notice by the bellman that there will be a sale on such a day subsequent 
to the time that he rings ; and on the day of the sale we send him about, and 

carTof the sale.™ Sh °"' d *»• and “ 

leasUtoXbefo™ biUlKg00dSin y ° Ur sho P whid ‘ are *»' •*»*-* d °. at 

ore « L,!!' 1 * 1 a p,aca [ d ? r N ° ’ ,lle F ood ? , han ging up. and the labels on them, 
tell flnoth ° °n 'a pers0 . 11 w 10 v ' s >ts the office, and one neighbour may 

tell another that there mil be a sale of the things forfeited on such a day 

snot Withe r f r iS made ymi for tI,e P UK hase °f those goods on the 
spot without the auction, do you ever sell them ?— Never. 6 

At what time in the day is the sale held?— In the day- 
time, generally commencing about 12 o’clock in the day 

the ?efe« ofmrsai D ° *** Se " Wdl usually? - 1 ha ™ *» occasion to say 
the’ average? J °“ generally realize an over P 1,ls 011 the sale r-Most generally, upon 
mated vaW h ebr 0U ”a°I TP d ° yOU usually !end in Proportion to the esti- 

red Br d they are not 

sold 1! 'the end o 'T ‘°a y ° U t0 , redcem articles before they are 

the article? I do m ° n S> d ° y0U cdar g e 16 or 17 months’ interest upon 

1 442. Does not that usually amount to very nearly the full value of the article ’ 
-In some cases it amounts to as much as is lent on the article 

enabled to D sTl U hr™od !k mT lTy ° u limit , ed ‘° 12 months’ interest, and were 
enabled to sell the goods at the end of 12 months, that that would be fairer both 

for 
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for the pawner and the broker ? — I would not like to be compelled to sell anv 
thing in less than 15 months, to give three months above the 12 for the neonle to 
release their things. 1 “ 

1444. Would you like to be compelled to give them up at any time at which 
they chose to demand them before sale, upon payment of 12 months’ intpn»«f 
only? — I should like to be confined to 15. 

1445. Mr. Hutton.'] Why do you mention 15 months as the particular time 
you would prefer ? — To give three months time to the pawner. 

1446. Is there not a particular season of the year at which you take in more 
goods in pawn than at another ? — Yes, there is. 

1447. What season? — The summer season; from this to the latter end of 
September. 

1448. Do you not conceive that it would be more advantageous to you to sell 

the goods in the spring than at that time ? — I do not know ; I never remarked anv 
thing of that. J 

J449- Is there not a certain portion of the year when persons, havino- goods to 
sell, get a higher price ? — Yes. 

1450. Then, would it not be most for the advantage of persons holding Hie 
goods that they should sell them at that period ?— I cannot answer that, because 
if we keep the goods for 18 or 20 months, persons are anxious to get their o- 0 ods • 
they will do any thing rather than forfeit their things, particularly blanketing’ 
and so on. 5 ’ 



Mr. James Welsh. 
■29 May 1838. 



1451. Chairman.'] You heard the evidence of Mr. Homan, do you agree with 

him as to the amendments which he suggested in the law? — I do; I°was with 
him when they were writing down, and I approved of every thing contained 
m it. . - 0 

1452. Will you have the goodness to show the books which you keep ? 

[The Witness produced the books.] 

, 453- Do you keep a day-book ? — Yes. 

1 454. A releasing-book ? — No releasing-book. 

l 455- When you lend 2$. upon an article, what do you set down in your day- 
book as the sum lent ?— That is the sum lent. J 

1456. Y ou enter 2*'. and not 2 s. Id. ? — No, never. 

1457. What interest do you charge upon that?— One halfpenny per month. 

1458. Mr. Hutton.] How does it appear by this book the manner in which you 
get paid for your ticket, and the interest ; this book merely shows the description 
of article, the name of the person, and the sum lent to that person; it does 
not show bow you get reimbursed for the sum you advance ?— Each day’s 
releasing, that is, when the ticket comes in in the course of the day, from the 
time of opening the office in the morning till closing at seven o’clock, the clerk 
goes to the ticket-book and takes a ticket and puts R. D. to each. 

1 459- % the way in which these books are kept your clerk may charge, for 
any thing you know, three times the amount that he lias any right to take ?— He 
never takes money at all ; I am always over the business, or some branch of mv 
own family. J 

1460. But your books show nothing as to the amount you have received ?— No 
they do not. 

1461. Chairman.] When you enter 2s. or 3s., do you pay that precise sum, or 
do you deduct the price of the duplicate at that time?— I pay that precise sum. 

1462. And do not deduct the price of the duplicate ?— I do not make any charge, 

till the duplicate comes in to release the article. ’ 

1463. Then, you consider that entering 2s. Id. when you only advance 2s. 
would be illegal?— I think so, in the way that I read the Act of Parliament ; 
because the Act of Parliament says any thing over 2s. and not exceeding 4s.’ 
and the money lent is to be put upon the face of the ticket. 

1464- Do the parties pay for the duplicate in cash at the time of pawning ?— 
■No, they do not, only when releasing. 

1465. What were your profits for the last year ?— I never keep an account, 
because I know what profits I have are safely taken care of, having no person to 
take out or receive but my own family. 

1466. Will you have the goodness to show the Committee your sale-book ? — 

[The Witness produced his sale-book.] 

2 1467. Is 
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1467. Is this book kept by yourself or by the auctioneer r — It is kept by myself, 
and a copy is taken of that book at each sale by the auctioneer. 

1468. Mr. Beamish.'] By this book it appears that 7s. was lent upon an article 
that has sold for 14s., and you returned 3s. 4*/., that will be equal to 10s. Ad . ; 
the difference, then, must have been the charges upon it ; how do you make out 
those? — It is headed there, the articles belonging to the month that were sold, 
and you can see what date that is, and you will find that reckoning 2d. a month 
will make the charge. 

1469. But you have no column showing how the charge is made? — I think 
that shows it clearly enough. 

1470. Mr. Button .] You made a certain return to the marshal of Dublin of 
the business done by you ; have you seen that return in the account sent in by the 
marshal? — I did not take much notice about it; we were never particular about 
it ; we thought it a mere matter of form. 

1471. The marshal applied to you for a return, and you sent him a return? — I 
sent ln'm a sort of return which appears on the returns, but I do not think it is 
correct ; I know that I lent more money than appears upon the face of the book. 

1472. Then, according to your own account, you sent him an incorrect return ? 
— Yes ; the boy asked me if he was to go through the day-book, and I said, “ You 
will have to go over each month and make out each month I enclosed a return 
and paid the postage, for there was a notice “ No letters received at this office 
but post paid.” 

1473. Mr. Beamish.] What do your bonds cost you? — I believe 51. or 51. 10s., 
the paying the fees and the expense. 

1474. Did you make any particular inquiry as to what you were bound by 
law to pay ?— I did not ; I left it to the town clerk ; he told me the price of the 
bonds and his charges upon filling them. 

J475. And you paid him, in fact, whatever he demanded? — I would not; I 
would scrutinize if I thought he was charging too much. 

1476. How could you know that, unless you inquired ? — I inquired in Limerick, 
and I was asked 10 guineas for what I got in Galway for 51. or 51. 10 s. 

1477. Can you state 10 years ago what number of pawnbrokers there were? — 
Not more that four, I believe. 

1478. Then within the last 10 years they have increased 100 per cent. ? —Yes. 

1479. Mr. Redhigton] Is notone of your sureties a pawnbroker? — No, he is not. 

1480. Is not Murray your surety? — Yes, but Timothy Murray is my surety; 
he is not a pawnbroker. 

1481. Chairman .] Did you keep a day-book similar to this before the year at 
which this commences ? — \ es, I did ; that commences on the 6th of December 
1837. 

1482. Did you keep a similar book the year before? — It always goes in 
succession. 

1483- Have you always omitted to enter the residence of the party pawning, 
as I see you have done invariably in this book ? — I have, for these six or seven 
years, for this reason : if I asked “ Where do you live ; in what part of the 
town ?’ they would say, “ What is it to you ?” as if they were afraid of having 
the police sent to them, so that I got tired of asking them the question ; in fact, 
hey used to be so displeased, that I thought it unnecessary to be asking. 

1484. Mr. Redvngton .] Are you aware of any pawnbrokers in Galway that 
have spirit licenses ?— None. 

1485. Chairman .] I see you have lent 15 l. upon a gold watch and chain; do 
you frequently lend over the sum of 10 1. ?— Not very often. 

1486. You are not restrained by the terms of the law in that respect? — No, I 
would run the risk ; I know very well that 1 could not charge more than six per 
cent, over 10?. 

1487. But, practically, you have never known that restriction enforced against 
you ?— Never ; I believe it is embodied in that paper of Mr. Homan’s, that we 
require to be allowed to lend larger sums than 10 l. 

1488. Are there any other observations which you wish to make? — No, none. 

Mr. William Long , called in ; and Examined. 

3489. Chairman."] ARE you a pawnbroker ?— Yes. 

1490. Where ? — In Cork. 

1491. How long have you been in the trade ? — I think about 16 years. 

1492. All 
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1492. All the time at Cork?— Not a pawnbroker all the time at Cork; it is Mr. William Long. 

about 16 years since I commenced at Cove. 

1493. Are you chairman of the pawnbrokers’ society in Cork?— Yes. 29 May 1838. 

1494. What was that society formed for? — I cannot say what it was formed 
for, but on this occasion we thoughtit necessary to meet; but there is a committee 
which keeps us within the regularity of hours particularly. 

1495. What other irregularity do they endeavour to prevent besides that of 
hours ? — They do not interfere particularly with any thing else ; they generally 
reprove any thing they may see wrong, but we have had no occasion to do so ; 
if there were any thing wrong, they are ready to do so. 

1496. How many pawnbrokers are there at Cork? — I think there are 40 to 45 
following the business. 

1497. Mr. Redington.] Do they all belong to that society? — They do, more 
or less ; there are some more attentive in their attendance than others. 

1498. Chairman.] Were you deputed by the pawnbrokers to state their senti- 
ments before the Committee? — Yes. 

1499. Do you approve of the recommendations which were handed in by 
Mr. Homan, of Limerick, for the alteration of the regulations of the trade? — Not 
fully. 

1500. In what particulars do you disagree with him? — If I saw the regulations 
ao - ain, I should be more exact in pointing them out. There is one thing in it 
which I recollect 1 objected to, that of having goods sold at a certain time, whe- 
ther the pawner wished it or not, and the pawnbroker was allowed to charge 
interest for a Certain period only ; whereas I think that, on the written request of 
the pawner, they ought to be kept back. 

1501. In case that written request is not put in, you see no harm in the pawn- 
broker being compelled to limit his interest to that number of months which he 
promises to keep the goods ? — Certainly, there is no harm in it ; the only thing 
is this, that it compels the pawnbroker to bring the goods to sale at a certain 
time. 

1 502. It will only compel pawnbrokers to bring the goods to sale in case 
the pawner does not give in a written notice requesting him to keep them 
longer, and in case he finds it more profitable to sell the goods than to keep 
them without charging interest for them?— It may be more profitable under 
circumstances for him to sell them, but a certain class of goods must meet their 
own seasons ; it would be impossible to sell heavy goods at this season, or light 
goods in the winter season ; a muslin gown would sell very badly in a December 
day, and this would be a bad time to bring blankets to sale ; you must meet the 
season with the description of goods you bring in. 

1 503. But if you give notice that you will sell the goods at the end of a certain 
number of months, is it not a great hardship, if, for your own convenience you keep 
them longer in order to have a better sale, that the pawner should be charged 
interest for that which is only done for your benefit? — Yes, it may in some 
instances, but it is an indulgence of which I never heard a complaint; quite the 
reverse ; I always found the public grateful for keeping over their goods- 

1504. In case there is an overplus coming to the pawner, do you think that 
he would feel grateful for having double the amount of interest charged him as 
his deduction from that overplus ? — I think that if he considered it an advantage 
to have his goods sold, he would request to have them sold, and then he would 
have an opportunity of receiving any overplus coming to him. 

1505. Is not this the practical operation of the trade at Cork, that the person 
who pawns goods never expects to realize any overplus upon them after the sale? 

— No, it is not. 

1506. What number of cases have you heard of in which an overplus has 
been obtained by the pawner ? — A great many ; very frequently ; it is a general 
practice. 

1507. Can you show any book in which you have entered the number of 
times in which the overplus has been paid by you to the pawner? — I do not 
know that I can, but 1 believe I may show articles in the sale-book that did 
bring an overplus. 

1508. Will you have the goodness to produce your books? — 

[The Witness produced the same.] 

0.88. L3 1509. Are 
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1509. Are these your day-book, your release-book and your sale-book? — 
Yes. 

1510. Will you describe your day-book ?— The first column is the number of 
the ticket ; the second column, the lot in which the goods are placed ; the third, 
the name and residence of the party pledging ; the fourth is the amount ad- 
vanced; and the fifth is the description of the article. 

1511. When you lend a sum of 2s., 3s. or 5s., do you exactly enter here 2s., 
3 s. or 5 s. ; and do you ask, from the party pledging, payment of the duplicate 
at the time of pledging? — We do not; that is the actual sum advanced. 

1512. I see here 2 s. 1 d. in one instance advanced to Catherine Graham ; did 
you advance actually 2s. Id., or was it 2s., and 1 d. for the duplicate? — 
Two shillings and one penny were actually advanced ; every amount is entered 
as the actual amount advanced. 

1513. Do you think that she was aware that the advance of one additional 
penny would oblige her to double the interest per month ? — I do not know 
whether she was aware of it, but it is very likely that that sum of money was a 
release of some other article, that she gave that ticket to release another pledge. 

1514. What amount do you enter upon the ticket when you enter 2 s. hero? 
— Two shillings and one penny. 

1515. Do you calculate the interest upon the ticket or upon the charge in this 
book ?— It is quite immaterial ; we charge the calculation upon the ticket. 

1516. Then you charge the calculation at the rate of 1 d. per month for 2 s.? 
— Yes. 

1517. Mr. Hutton. ] Then, in point of fact, this book is not a copy of the entry 
made on the duplicate which you give? — It is, exactly ; only the amount of charge 
for the duplicate is added on the duplicate. 

1518. The amount of the duplicate is put on the ticket, and interest is charged 
on a sum specified in the ticket different from the sum specified in this book ? — 
Different by the amount of the duplicate. 

1519. The amount of that duplicate being Id., has frequently the effect of 
doubling the charge of interest to the person pawning? — Not frequently. 

1520. Sometimes? — Not at any time. 

1521. In this case the sum lent is 2 s., if you were to calculate one month’s 
interest as upon this entry, it would be one halfpenny ?-— It would be 1 d. 

1522. The Act says a halfpenny, does it not? — But the Act was passed in 
English currency, and the advance in English currency raised it above the stipu- 
lated sum. 

1523. Is not the interest on English currency charged in English currency? 
— Yes. 



J 5 2 4- m, n< * ^‘ e interest on Irish currency is charged in Irish currency ?— Yes. 

1525* Therefore the relative proportion of one to the other is exactly the same 
whether English or Irish? — ^es, but the Act was passed in Irish currency, 
and the advance of English currency raised it above the stipulated amount. 

1520. Chai 7 'man.~\ What used you to charge before the currency was changed? 
— Always the same. 

1 527. When 10,. is lent, what sum do you put upon the ticket?-- -Ten shil- 
lings and twopence. 

1528. Are you not aware that by law the sum lent must exceed 10,. before 
the charge of 2 d. for the duplicate becomes legal?— The sum does exceed it 
when the duplicate is given. 

1529. Mr. Beamish .] Do you conceive that at the time of giving the duplicate 
you are entitled to add the amount of that ?-There is no question of it ; we have 
bad legal opinion upon it more than once, and it was always the same. 

Or rather, did the legal opinion intimate to you that the 
difficulty of getting the penalty under the existing state of the law was such, that 
you could charge what you pleased with impunity ?-By no means; quite the 



1531- Can you produce to the Committee the case and the opinion upon it, 
and inform the Committee the name of the lawyer who gave that opinion ?- 
I believe it is Mr. M'Carty. ^ 

1532. Is that gentleman dead?— He is. 

J 533- Do you charge any thing for loans of sums under 1 ,. No 
1 534 A penny for the duplicate ?-I charge only 1 d . ; many offices in Cork 
but one halfpenny for the duplicate. 

>535. Mr. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON PAWNBROKERS (IRELAND). 87 

1535. Mr. Hullon.] As the trouble of making out a duplicate for 10 s. and Jlr. W ilium 
5 s. is exactly the same, do you see any reason for making a double charge for a “77 — ~ 
duplicate for the higher sum ? — The trouble of making out a duplicate is exactly 39 ay 1 3 • 
the same ; but, when the amount of property is greater, it requires more trouble 

in storing, and it is for the labour of storing and of making it out that the higher 
sum is charged. 

1536. You are paid for that trouble by the high interest you get upon that 
sum, and the larger the sum the greater the amount of interest? — The less the 
amount of interest. 

1 537. The less proportionally to the amount, but the actual sum is greater? — Yes. 

1538. Therefore, as the charge is made for the trouble of storing and of w riting 
out the ticket, do you not conceive that it would be a more just plan to have 
one uniform price for all tickets? — No, I do not. 

1 .53*). Chairman.] Will you have the goodness to show the Committee your 
sale books ? — 

[ The Witness produced the same.] 

1540. How long has this sale-book been kept ? — One auction. 

1541. Did you ever keep a sale-book before ? — Yes, I have brought the other 
with me that you may refer from one to the other. - 

1542. You never enter here the name of the person whose goods are sold? — 

No, we never do ; we merely enter the number, the article, the amount lent and 
sold for. 

1543. What was the result of the sales entered in this book? — The articles 
upon which 117/. 17.?. lli</. had been advanced by me were sold as entered in 
this sale book for 104/. 2 s. lid. without charging expenses or interest or ticket 
money ; I lost 13/. 15s. 0 \d. on the first advance of that sale. 

1 544. Besides the amount of labour which you had incurred by that trans- 
action? — Yes, besides the expense of auction and the tickets and every other 
expense, I was short of the principal. 

1545. Will you have the goodness to produce your former auction book ? — 

[ The Witness produced the same.] 

1 546. Will you have the goodness to show the Committee any instance in 
which you incurred a loss upon the goods sold before the date of the other book ? 

— I have no sale in which I had actual losses but the last two sales; I had no 
loss upon any sale for these five years except these last two sales ; that is if 1 do 
not add the expenses ; but if the expenses are deducted from the amount received, 

1 think it would then leave a loss. 

1547. And if the interest and ticket money were also added, there would be a 
considerable additional loss? — It would not go any thing near it ; I never saw 
an auction that would pay me as long as 1 have been in business. 

1548. Mr. Hutton.] And if you returned the surplus in the individual cases 
where a surplus was received, your loss would, of course, have been still greater ? 

— And it is still greater than it appears here, for I have returned the surplus in 
some cases. 

1549. Chairman.] But, generally speaking, you set the profit that is gained 
upon one set of articles against the loss which is sustained by you upon others, 
and, to a certain degree, as the overplus is not always claimed, the balance 
is more in favour of the sale than it otherwise would be?- — That is only 
when the surplus is not claimed ; but there is no instance of it being claimed that 
it is not returned. 

1 550. But it is very frequently not claimed ? — It is very frequently not claimed, 
particularly in small amounts, but in large amounts it is seldom left unlooked for. 

1551. We cannot see any entry of plate in these sale-books by auction; how 
do you sell your plate ? — Every article pledged in the book is either sold by auc- 
tion and appears in this book, or is in store ; there is no one article comes into the 
office that is not entered in the sale-book, or it is in stock. 

1552. Mr. Beamish.] Every thing pledged with you appears in this book ? — Yes. 

1553. Chairman.] Is it the same auctioneer who sells the plate and the soft 
goods?— No. 

1554. How then can you maintain that they are all entered in one book ?— -The 
person who sells the plate gives a bill for it when they are small articles ; it is the 
same auctioneer who sells them as the other goods ; but when they are large, the 
auctioneer gives a bill, and it is transferred from his bill to the book. 

0.8S. l 4 1555- But 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Mr. William Long. 
2Q May 1838. 



88 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



1555- But I cannot see that entry in your book ; will you have the goodness 
to show it to me ?— Here is a sale of watches [the Witness pointed out the same], 

1556. But as the names of the individuals to whom the watches belong are 
not entered, how can we ascertain by looking at this book that the numbers upon 
the watches may not have been changed, so as to prevent the owners from iden- 
tifying the articles and obtaining any overplus upon them ? — I will show you that- 
the owner gets a duplicate from the day-book, with the number and amount ; the 
number and amount in the ticket correspond with the advance-book, and conse- 
quently he has only to refer to the other to see that it is right. 

1557. But in case the number w'as changed from one watch to another, how 

could he ascertain, as there is no description of the watch, that his watch was the 
one that sold for a higher price ? — I think if we were to change the numbers on 
the watches then we may deceive them ; but I am not in the habit of doing so 
and never knew or heard of an instance. ’ 

1558- Do you ever sell articles by retail in your shop? — We do sell articles 
by retail in the shop, such as hats and shoes and boots ; those are the only articles of 
soft goods ; there are plenty of them left from the auction for sale. 

1 559* B ut do you not often sell articles in your shop which you do not send to 
auction ? — Only of the description I speak of. 

1560. Mr. Beamish .] Do all the pawnbrokers in Cork enter into a bond accord- 
ing to the Act?— Yes, every one, I believe. 

1561. What amount do they pay to the town clerk for the bond?— Some have 
paid more and some less. 

1562. What amount did you pay?— Seven pounds for each. 

1563. Chairman.] Has anybody asked you to subscribe money to defray any 

opposition to the inquiry before this Committee?— I do not think it was with the 
view of affording any opposition to it ; Mr. Butler wrote to me for the purpose of 
defraying expenses, but he did not mention his intention of affording it any 
opposition. 0 J 



1564. Mr. Hutton.] What expenses?— His expenses of coining here, and pay- 
ing counsel, if he should think it necessary. 

1565. Chairman.] Can you produce the letter?— Not now, I cannot. 

1566. Did you show it to the pawnbrokers in Cork ?— I did. 

1567. Did you send any money ?— I did not. 

1568. Will you state the substance of the letter?— The substance of the letter 
was that this inquiry was to take place, and as he would have to come over, and 
would be under expenses, and perhaps might be under the necessity of calling in 
expenseif ent ’ ^ eXpected the P awnb rokers would assist him in defraying his 

1569. What advantage did he state that he would be to the pawnbrokers that 
hould induce them to defray Ins expenses ?-Nothing more than that he would 

ln '5 exertions to do so; that he had some interest, and ho would use his best 
interest and exertion to do so. 



157°. To do what?-To do the best he could for the pawnbrokers, 
do not thtaMbe; P aT br ° km UUWilling tha ' !nqui1 ^ Sh0uld “ ? - N ° • 1 
* 5 re . they d ?, sir ? ns t0 , see the tra(ie properly regulated ’—They would be 

‘ S “ ‘V , bUt 1 they T re Uneas - V lest th “® m 'g ht be a »y hostile or 
unfavourable inquiry take place ; that it might be a partial thing. 

Tlnbiin w Mr ' ^, re not you of opinion that if the fee of the marshal of 

he blne^lTtb eqU f ! m oonsequence of this Committee, it would 
be beneficial to the pawnbrokers ?-I am of opinion that lie is of no use at all. 
1J74- How much have you paid him ?_1 have paid him 12s. a year 

1575. Have you not paid him more than that ?-— No. 3 

1576. Have you entered into security ? —Yes 

pa, t578. 7 Tf“ tr nty and two in the ci * : 

abou^S m l£“e^ ’« ^ " 1S22 ’ ‘ he ^ 

1580. On what occasions; why should you have repeated that payment ?_ My 

es h CorlTTh “sc' 6 TT * h ,r W ? “ C ° Ve: my se ““ d l«was for bS 
. Cork ’ tho !eoond office tIlat 1 0 P ea ed in conjunction with my brother; 

lie 
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he withdrew himself, and when it became entirely my own property, I then Mr. William Long. 

thought it necessary not to carry on the business in the joint license, for fear I 

should be doing any thing illegal. «9 May 1838. 

1581. Chairman.'] Did you ever send any returns to the marshal ? — Never but 
one. 

1582. But you have to pay him 12 $. every year, as if he received the returns 
from you ? — Y es. 

1583. On what occasion did you send that return? — On the occasion of this 
inquiry coming forward. 

1584. That was the first return that you sent him, though you have been in 
business 16 years ? — Yes. 

1585. How much capital have you in the business? — About 5 , 000 /. ; I keep 
continually employed 5 , 000 /. 

1586. How many pawns do you take in the week? — About 1,300 or 1,400 at 
both offices ; 600 or 700 at each. 

1587. After paying house-rent and taxes, and assistants, how much profit do 
you calculate that you have upon your capital ? — I do not exactly know ; I made 
returns, and I have not brought them with me ; it makes me something over 
9 per cent., not 9 £. 

1588. How much do your house-rent and taxes and assistants amount to ? — 

About 360 /. a year, for the two establishments in Cork. 

1589. How much do you pay the auctioneer for selling your goods? — The 
auctioneer gets 6 s. to 8s. a day for his trouble. 

1590. Whether the goods sold amount to more or less ? — Yes. 

1591. In what class of life is he ; is he as respectable as the auctioneers who 
sell goods of other descriptions ? — He does sell goods of other descriptions. 

' 1592. But, generally speaking, are the auctioneers employed by the pawn- 
brokers the superior class of auctioneers or not? — They are not the superior 
class of auctioneers in their circumstances, but there are many of them in my 
mind of as good character and as well-conducted in society as any other class ; 
they may not be in as good circumstances, or in as good grade, but they are 
fully as high in reputation. 

1 593. In what way are they employed the rest of their time ? — In conducting 
furniture and other auctions. 

1594. Are any of them pawnbrokers’ clerks? — There are one or two that were 
pawnbrokers’ clerks j but I consider them the lowest grade of those. 

1595. Have any of them been prosecuted lately? — Yes, I believe there have 
been some. 

1596. What for? — I believe for the non-payment of duty. 

1597. Do they keep sale-rooms themselves, or do you pay the expenses attend- 
ing the sale? — One of them keeps a sale-room himself, and in general we take 
our own sale-room. 

1598. Are they a class of persons whom you would consider would be eligible as 
a check over you, in case you wished to retain any overplus that was derived from 
the sale' of the goods made by them ? — I think there are many among them that, 
if they were in that employment, would do it justly j that is not their situation at 
present ; they have no part in it ; they have nothing to do with our returning or 
not returning any overplus. 

1599. they keep a book of the sales which they make for the inspection of 
the pawners? —No, they do not; they take our book to copy from it to make 
returns to the Custom-house when our day’s sale is finished ; they will come to 
the book, and they will perhaps take it home, if we allow it, or, if not, we sit. down 
and copy it off for them, to make returns to the Custom-house ; but they are no 
check upon us. 

1600. Do you think that it would be a great advantage if the auction-duty was 
done away with, and a license fee paid instead ? — 1 do think it would be a great 
advantage. 

1601. What amount of license do you think the Cork pawnbrokers would 
be inclined to pay ? — It would be very difficult for me to say ; they are very 
chequered in circumstances ; but I think the Government, who would receive the 
amount, would be the best judges to fix the amount of the license; perhaps 40 /. 
or 50 1 . 

0.88. m 1602. Are 
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1602. Are some of the pawnbrokers in Cork very hostile to the idea of being 
obliged to pay for a license? — I consider some would be; those of low circum- 
stances would not be willing to pay a heavy license. 

1603. y°u think the more respectable members of the trade would wish to 
see a license of from 40 /. to 50 /. required by law? — Yes, I do ; but it would be 
only on the principle of having the auction duty done away that they would agree 
to it, and on no other principle ; if the auction-duty was done away with it would 
be a great means of inducing them to keep their books more regularly, and parti- 
cularly their sale-books, and it would be a great means of their selling every thing 
indiscriminately by auction, rather than having the auction expenses, the duty 
and the auctioneer. 

1604. What length of time do you think that goods ought to be kept before 
they are sold by auction ? — I think goods may be classed in three classes ; first 
shoes or hats, any thing leather or edge-tools ; those are articles that a small 
amount is lent upon, and are perishable ; I think those ought to be sold in six or 
seven months. The other class of articles, such as soft goods, coats, and other 
wearables, have a right to be kept 12 months at least; and I think plate, which is 
not perishable, ought to be kept 15 . 

1605. Do you think that the interest should be allowed to run beyond the 
time at which the goods are noticed to be sold? — I think there ought to be 
interest allowed to run for a month or two after, so as to afford the pawnbroker an 
opportunity of making a better market. 

1606. Is there any thing else which you would wish to state with reference to 
the subject of this inquiry? — Yes; it has been stated in the first day’s evidence 
that the sales were not regularly conducted by auction in some parts of the 
country; as far as my knowledge goes, I think I have a right to contradict it; the 
auction-sale is and has been conducted in Cove, Middleton, Bandon and Clona- 
kilty ; and auctioneers attend from Cork for the purpose. 

1607. But do you think that all the goods that are pawned and forfeited are 
regularly sold at those auctions ?— That I have no idea of ; but I know that the 
auctioneers do attend, and auctions are held there ; and, as far as regards Cove, I 
think they have been conducted in the same way there as in Cork, and, I believe, 
in Middleton. 

1608. Mr. Beamish.] Are you aware whether the grand jury ever appointed 
a person as appraiser under the Act ? — Yes, four. 

1609. Were they employed by the pawnbrokers ? — No. 

1610. Why not ?— The Act of Parliament places the power in the grand jury 

of appointing auctioneers in anyplace where they were not before exercised ; they 
misconstrued the Act and appointed auctioneers for Cork ; we showed that there 
was a previous exercise of auctioneers in Cork before the passing of the Act; we 
produced a license of Mr. Evans, an auctioneer, and we hold now, in the pawn- 
brokers’ chest, his license. r 

1611. This is in reference to Cork city? — Yes. 

1612. It does not apply to the county towns ?— It does not, but to places where 
there was no auctioneer appointed before the passing of the Act. 

1613. The grand jury appointed those appraisers for the purpose of acting in 
the county towns? — No, in the city ; the city grand jury appointed. 



Jovis, 31 ° die Maxi , 1838 . 
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1614. Chairman.'] ARE you the auctioneer appointed by the county of 
Antrim ? — I am one of them. J 

. l6l 5 - Pawnbrokers' pledges that have been forfeited in the 

town of Belfast? — I do. 

ifiiff. Is 
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1616. Is there any other person acting as auctioneer for the pawnbrokers in 
Belfast ? — There are three more appointed, but only myself and another get the 
principal business. 

1617. Who are the others? — One called Todd, and one called John Byrne and 
John Moore. 

1618. What is your rate of per centage and charges? — I was the first person 
appointed to the situation in the county of Antrim, except that there was a man 
appointed previous to me who did not answer the end, and he went to America ; 
there was a difficulty about employing us at all ; but we agreed to lessen. the rate 
of usual fees, and take five per cent, on the sales. 

1619. Does that five per cent, include all charges for advertising, warehousing, 
entry in books, &c. ? — No ; the other persons, I believe, charge the pawnbrokers 
with room-rent for the day they sell. 

1620. The question applies to your own charges? — It includes all, except 
there will be 1 s. a day for the bellman, and Is. 6 d. for the porter, which would 
be about 2 s. 6 d. a day. 

1621. Are those sums paid extra by the pawnbroker? — They are. 

1622. Have the goodness to produce the books which you have kept containing 
an account of your pawnbrokers’ sales ? — I will. 

[The Witness produced the same.'] 

1623. I see here that you omit occasionally to put down either the number of 
the duplicate, or the name of the party pledging ; how do you account for that ? 
— I think some of them might be goods that were at former sales, and then the 
pawnbroker purchasing them in on that first sale, they come back without any 
ticket to be sold ; and in some cases the tickets fall off the pledge previously to 
their coming to us at all ; they come to us without any ticket, and we cannot 
frame tickets ourselves for them. 

1624. Do people come often to obtain an account of the sale, and ascertain 
whether any sum is due to them as overplus? — Frequently. 

1625. Does that occur once a week, do you suppose ?— Perhaps two or three 
times a day ; the office is always open for the examination of the books. 

1626. How do you do in cases where there is no name or number entered by 
you r -Suppose a month’s goods will be sold in a certain sale ; May’s goods are 
commonly sold that time twelvemonth ; if an article is sold in May— for instance, 
a gown— and there is no number, the other numbers, of course, will appear’ 
and then if there is a blank number, that must be for the gown j if it was 478, 
or any given number in the column, if that appears blank, it must be the gown of 
the person who produces the ticket. 

1627. Here are two frocks in one place, and in another place two cloaks, with- 
out any pawnbroker’s name or duplicate, entered close together ; how can you 
distinguish which is which in that case ?— Those must have been purchased in at 
former sales, and brought back to be sold at this sale. 

1628. Do you put up a notice in your warerooms, to the pawners, to inform 
them that they can obtain any overplus that arises on the sale of their goods, by 
an application to you ? — I have never done so. 

1629. Should you be afraid you would lose the pawnbrokers’ custom if you gave 
notice to that effect? It has never been acted on ; but I conceive it would be a 
prudent course to adopt ; it has never been acted on in the town, and I could not 
exactly say what effect it would have. 

1630. Mr. Jdutton.] As far as your own immediate interest was concerned, if 
you had done that, do not you think you would have become less popular with the 
pawnbrokers as an auctioneer? — Very likely. 

1631. Mr. Terment.] How long have you been appointed auctioneer? — I was 
appointed in 1826. 

1632. What was the mode of appointment, and by whom were you appointed? 
—By the grand jury of Antrim. 

1633- /Do you enter into any bonds? — Yes, four bonds, and I lodged my 
bonds with the treasurer of the countv. 

1634. You say, in order to obtain your appointment as auctioneer, you con- 
sented to lower the fees; what were the ordinary fees ? — I believe the fees are 
stated in the Act of the 26th of George III., and I think they are 1 s. 6 d. on 
sums below 20 s. and Is. 4 d. on sums above that. 

°.88. m 2 1635. Am 
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1635. Am I to understand tiie fees you receive are less tl.an those to whirl, 

you are entitled by the statute ?— Considerably less. cn 

1636. You say there was a difficulty about your appointment, had you not onn 

sented to take that less; by whom was that difficulty made ? — By the nawn" 
brokers ; the pawnbrokers did not at first know the nature of it ; and thev L5 
not employ us regularly. J U1Q 

1637. Mr. Hutton.] Did the pawnbrokers sell the goods themselves instead of 
having auctioneers?— Previously to this they did. 

1638. Mr .Tewimt.] With regard to the lowering of your fees, was that amatter 
ot negotiation between you and the grand jury, or you and the pawnbrokers J— 
Between the pawnbrokers and me ; they said it was too much ; they said thev 
could not afford to pay it, and we made a compromise as to the fees- I said I 
that SeC * S ™ t *' e P ° Und w °“* d P a T me ’ an< * tba y were content to take it at 

1639. Chairman . ] What sum do you think per article would give you an eoual 
of°that° ^ Wh ‘ Ch y ° U get P “ Ce “ 1 ' ?_ 14 ' V °' lld be difficult *° form a " Climate 

1 640. The expense is charged to the pawner per article, is it not I— No • when 
the pawner comes to me I charge them five per cent, that I receive on the sums 
and I put it on the back of the ticket ; I wish to explain this ; I first put on the’ 
back ofthe duplicate produced by the pawner; for instance, a silver watch, lent 

s. Zd; the 2 a. is for the ticket; that might have been pawned in May 1837 
Md sdd in May 1838 ,- the interest would he 2 s. 6 d., and the expenses of the 
sale on that would be 1 s. 3d.; take the watch as selling for 1 l. 5 s • the ex- 
pense and interest added together would make it 13 s. lid., leaving the’overplus 

tickei ’ that is a ™» 

u 3A as the expense of tlie sale? - A sui - 

at vfnr t W °T| d be 46 eipense of the sale on an article Which fetched 5 s. 

at your auction ! — 1 hreepence. 

Dawner "or S “Vs" cbar S e Tba * « a H i that is all we charge to the 
pawner, or perhaps 3 \d. b 

areWW “ ‘f" avera g e am T oant P ar afticle which the goods fetch, which 

article 8 y °“ a “ Sl ' PP0Se they In « bt a ™' a ge about 2s - 6 an 

s,™!ti Then y i“ r a T age cW 6 e t0 the pawner is perhaps only H d.?-I pre- 
400 lots of° mud !q aS ‘j at j , n0t more tban about 1 <*■ ; we sell some days 300 or 

- — 

Xr»,2r 

, 1047. Bven although the article should only be worth 1 ? ’ Ye* • if tW* 

-I htve he°arf not mk ° ther auctloneers are et I aa l>y particular in that respect ? 

perl 49 and 'iSriS’U 0 ? "T T- hen a l0 ‘ ° f articIes aie P a ™ed by the same 
Eth^lot” vJ J / ‘® e duplicate, you sell those articles separately, and 

t fiK n M Zu } CW J kT ‘° the book t0 sbow tbat - 

may be numbefs ntn , W b ta ‘ ls . motlTe a ™>ng for individual sales?— There 
may be numbers of purchasers in the room who would buy one gown who would 

togeAL OT “ Ig ' ° De C ° at ’ Wh ° W ° 8ld b “ y a ooTU alhawi 

the 1 oiner Tb lVeS- witb tl,em s , ep f ate! X. for *e benefit of the purchaser and for 

tTkeUo Lch on such » d WaS and ‘ ba d a y; I write on the back of the 

regtdar°amount of fef * ** 4 ‘ f “ * “ W, ‘ h 1 do «* — th« the 

1653. When 
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1 6.53. When you say the regular amount of fees, do you mean the regular amount 
that is paid to you, or the regular amount that is chargeable by law ? — The 
regular amount that is paid to me. 

1 654. Mr. Tennent.] How many days in the week have you your sales generally ? 
— Commonly about four; Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 

1655. D° they take place in the public market? — No, in a sale-room in Smith- 
field. 

1 656. Adjoining the public market ? — Immediately adjoining the public market. 

1657. What system have you for giving publicity to your sales? — I have a 
blank form of auction bill, and when a pawnbroker applies to me, previous to the 
sale, I always fill them up, and send two, at least, to his own house, one of which 
he places in the inside of the office, and the other on the window, and turned out 
in that way ; I wafer two at least, and put them on my own sale-room window, 
and I cause them to be put about at the market-house and other public places. 

1658. Do you advertise in the Belfast paper ? — Frequently ; if the sales are of 
any importance, we do. 

1659. Do y° u gi ve any notice to the individuals who are pawners ? — Yes ; by 
a blank form of notice, stating that, at the instance of Mr. Aikin, or any one pawn- 
broker, they are requested to redeem the goods herein mentioned, 14 days after the 
date then specified, otherwise the goods will be sold by auction, at my sale-room, 
No. 10, Smithfield, if not sooner redeemed, or the interest paid ; and if they do 
not attend to that notice, the day of sale is sent to them in one of these public 
auction forms. 

1660. After this posting the sale proceeds, in the usual form of an auction? — 
Yes. 

1661. And you indorse the amount on the back of the ticket, specifying the over- 
plus to be received by the pawner? — The goods are brought to my sale-room, and 
the pawnbroker always attends, and there is a large platform ; the goods are not 
seen before, but I stand and exhibit the goods to the public ; there is a large plat- 
form for persons to stand on each side, and there is a centre space where the 
porter goes round and shows the goods ; those goods are sold to the highest bidder, 
the pawnbroker attending and taking an account of the amount of the sale. 

1662. Have you known any instance in which the surplus, after being indorsed 
on the certificate as you state, has been refused to be refunded by the pawn- 
brokers ? — O, no, they would be summoned immediately and brought before a 
magistrate and fined if they did so. 

1663. Mr. Hutton.'] Have the persons proposing to purchase these goods any 
opportunity of inspecting them before the moment of the sale ? — No, not a great 
opportunity ; we sometimes let persons in if they are wanting a good coat, or the 
like of that, to try it on ; but that is not generally the case. 

1664. Are the goods generally brushed and cleaned and prepared for sale? — 
Mr. Aikin commonly brushes his goods, and some of the rest, because they are 
better clothes, more valuable than the rest of the things ; but the goods that are 
brought are chiefly general wearing apparel and linen, so that brushing would 
make no improvement to them. 

1665. Mr. Tennent.] Is the account of sales generally made out by yourself, or 
by the clerk ? — My own clerk attends. 

1666. Is it done under your own superintendence? — Certainly, every night; 
the credit and the amount of sale must form the amount of what is sold. 

1667. Mr. Roche.] Do you sell on credit ? — Yes ; some of the goods are sold to 
dealers, and the accounts are made up every night. 

1668. Those whom you have perfect confidence in their solvency? — Yes. 

1669. These people are called jobbers, generally; are they in the habit of 
almost uniformly attending those sales ? — They are ; but now they pay all 
ready money. The goods are altogether sold for ready monev at present. 

1670. Mr. Tennent.] Within what hours are your sales generally held? — In my 
sale-room the hours of selling are from 11 in the morning till four or five in the 
evening ; we cannot get on longer. 

1671. Have you ever held sales of pawnbrokers’ goods by night? — I do not do 
so ; I have not had three sales by night since my appointment ; the other man 
sells almost every evening. He holds night sales. 

1672. Who do you mean by the other man ? — Byrne. 

m 3 1673. Mr. 
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1673. Mr. Roche.] What amount of sales does your book represent you to make 
in a year in point of money ? — I have never added it up. 

1674. Mr. Corry.] Is the auction duty included in your charge of five per cent, 
or is that paid in addition? — The purchasers pay the duty to me; the auction 
duty is a charge on the purchaser. 

1675. That is in addition to the five per cent.? — Yes. 

1676. Mr. Tcnnent .] You do not indorse the amount of duty on the ticket?— 
No. 

1677. If not indorsed on the ticket, how do you recover it? — Recover what? 

1678. The amount of the duty? — It is paid by the purchaser. If a person 
purchases an article at 4 s. they pay 4 s. 2d. for it. When the dealer buys 3 /. 
worth, it is marked 31. 2s. 6d. at the bottom of the account for the duty. 

1(379. Mr. Roche.] Do you hand that duty as well as the other account of the 
sale to the pawnbroker? — I retain the amount of duty myself. 

1680. Do you account with the proper officer for that? — We must; we have 
very heavy bail in for that. 

1681. Mr. Hutton.] Do you give security to the Excise for the punctual pay- 
ment of the duty which you receive from the purchasers of articles ? — Yes. 

1682. Are you obliged to make regular returns to the Excise? — Yes, and I do, 
every sitting-day. 

1683. Mr. Roche.] Do the owners frequently or rarely come to purchase their 
own articles ? — I have seen them do so ; 1 have known them purchase their articles 
cheaper than what they were originally pawned at. 

1684. Mr. Corry.] You said, just now, 3d. was all you charged for an article 
which sold at 5s. ; you said “ that is all I charge the pawner you now say you 
charge, in addition, the auction duty to the purchaser ? — Yes. 

1 685. Are those the only charges ? — That is all that comes off the pawner. 

1686. Mr. Tennent.] From what you know of the general system of auction 
sales of pawnbrokers’ goods, as practised by yourself and others, is there any 
material improvement you could suggest in the proceeding of such sales? — Yes, 
1 think there might be ; perhaps it would be better to read my views on the 
subject : I consider an auctioneer, or seller of pawns, should be a person acquainted 
with the pawnbroking business ; I consider another auctioneer would sell pawns 
very imperfectly, because he would not be acquainted with the value of the various 
articles which would be submitted to him for sale, and, consequently, great losses 
would ensue to the pawner ; and I think he should take out a general license like 
any other auctioneer. 

1687. Your object for that is, that a pawnbroker has a more minute knowledge 
of the value of small articles than a general auctioneer ?— Yes, of course ; the 
auctioneer should enter into heavy sureties for the just performance of his duties ; 
to keep an office for the registry of all pawns sold by him ; and to give, at certain 
hours each day, a just and true account of all goods he sold, on payment of Id., 
by any person producing any ticket or any duplicate. 

1688. Is there any charge at present? — There is Id. 

1689. What in reference to the smallest article ; an article that has been sold 
but tor 1 s. Yes ; and there should be a penalty for refusing to show the books. 

.. 1 b 9 0 - As that Id. each duplicate ? — For each duplicate. 

1691. If, in the case put to you before, of a number of articles being pawned 
“ ™? s , ame lot ’ would y° u charge b ut 1 d. for investigating the entire lot ?— Only 
Id. it there were 500 articles; if there was but one ticket we are bound to look 
them out and see what they sold for. 

1692. Proceed with your suggestions ? — I think it would be well that a person 
oi character and good recommendation should fill a situation of this kind ; he 
snould have a sale-room in an eligible situation for the sale of the goods, 
lhe sale should be conducted at proper hours in the day-time, and to be adver- 
tised the same as other auctions ; for instance, if there is a sale of furniture taking 
place, we stave to give it all the publicity possible, aud those sales ought to be 
advertised in the same manner; to enumerate each article accurately, that is, to 
enumerate and sell each article in the manner I have described 

1693. Chairman.] Do you mean in the list which you keep to give an accurat e 
description of each article ? — \ es, the same as I have previously shown ; I shoul d 
think It imperative 011 the pawnbroker, in the case of a watch beinw pawned, to say, 
sliver, gold or brass watch, as may be offered, adding the maker’s name and number 
—thus : silver hunting watch; Barr, Dublin ; number 7,386 that would be the 

inside 
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inside number of the watch ; should be entered in the pawnbroker’s book, and 
entered the same on the ticket, and when I am selling the watch, the watch ought to 
be opened, and the number put in my book with the number of the ticket. If 
the article be plate, with the name or crest on, add a description of the crest, or 
the initials marked on the plate ; and if watch or plate be blank, mark “ blank” 
accordingly in the book “ blank watch “ silver spoons,” “ blank silver spoons;” 
the time of the sale of goods to be regulated ; the time they will be kept; and I 
consider it would be wise to make it imperative on the pawnbroker to sell at the 
time prescribed by law. 

1694. Mr . Co?ry.] On what ground do you make that recommendation? — 
When the articles are kept two long, the amount of interest absorbs any overplus 
that might come to the pawner. 

1695. Mr. Tennent.} Do you not conceive also a pawner, anxious to redeem an 
article, might lose patience in watching the period of its sale when that might be 
prolonged to an indefinite period ? — No doubt of it. I will state another circum- 
stance. There is a law in Scotland whereby the pawner has the right of, 1 think 
they call it “ cautioning,” the pawnbroker by coming with the ticket, and paying 
1 d. at the end of the twelvemonth, before a witness ; if he does that, the pawn- 
broker is entitled to keep it three additional months longer. The pawner pays 
the interest for the 15 months, when it is redeemed. 

1 696. Have you been in the habit of selling goods pawned at Belfast, at any 
distance from Belfast? — I have; I have sold goods for a man from Antrim and 
Carrickfergus. 

1697. The goods have been removed from Belfast to Antrim and Carrickfer- 
g us ? — No; they were removed from Carrickfergus and Antrim into Belfast, and 
sold at Belfast. 

lfigS. Did you find any inconvenience arising to pawners who would be anxious 
to purchase their own goods at the sale in following them ? — Of course they 
would find great inconvenience ; but the pawnbrokers told me it was in conse- 
quence of the difficulty of obtaining money in the country that they brought them 
to Belfast, as they could not. sell them there to the same advantage. 

1699. Mr. Hutton.\ Did 1 understand you right, that you had sold goods 
which were pawned at Belfast, in Lisburn ? — No ; I have sold goods that were 
pawned in Lisburn and Carrickfergus, at Belfast. 

1700. You have never sold goods that were pawned at Belfast, at Lisburn? — 
No; but it was formerly the practice to bring them out of the town and sell 
them ; there have been goods sold at Lisburn and Ballymena, which were 
pawned at Belfast. 

1701. On what ground could that be done ? — On the very same ground that is 
now given for selling them at Belfast; at that time there was a difficulty of selling 
goods at Belfast ; there were not regular sale-rooms established, and they did 
not know then the nature of the thing so well as they do now ; there are country 
dealers who come in now from various parts of the country, and purchase goods 
largely. 

1702. Mr. Temient.] Does it often occur that complaints are made of the low 
prices obtained for unredeemed pledges ; have the owmers complained of the small 
sums obtained for them ? — I have no doubt they might complain ; but the goods 
are sold to a very fair value. 

1 7 ° 3 - I no not ask this question with reference to casting blame on you ; might 
it not be that goods were sold at an improper season from your place, when they 
were not likely to bring the fair value ? — I have not known it the case. 

1704. Do you think that plate goods, and mathematical instruments, and other 
property of that kind, should be sold on a day different from the ordinary goods ? 
‘•--Yes, I think they should ; I have known books selling better at night than any 
other time. 

^705. Are you an auctioneer for other goods, besides pawnbrokers’ pledges ? 
— Yes. 

1^706. What is the amount you charge on the sale of other goods? — Five per 

1 7 ° 7 * The same as those which you charge to the pawnbroker? — Yes: the 
same. 

1708. .Do you not consider the labour which you give is greater in selling all 
those small articles? — Considerably ; and, if I dare offer an opinion, I must say I 
think we are not getting sufficient remuneration for our trouble, although, perhaps, 
0.88. m 4 it 
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it might be thought I was speaking for myself by saying so ; I think it would be 
better to give the auctioneer a certain sum, and for him to do all that is necessary • 
to provide the sale-room, pay the porters, and the clerk, and auction bills - it 
would be to bis own interest in that case to advertise them as widely as possible 
to procure purchasers ; but I think it would be an improvement if the auctioneer 
was to provide all, and to be paid a certain sum for his services. 

1709. Mr. Hutton .] Do you know whether pawnbrokers take in goods on 
Sundays? — I have heard it stated, and I believe it to be true. 

1710. Do you know of any instance where an article stolen on Saturday had 
been found in the pawnbroker’s on Sunday ? — Yes, the article was found early on 
Monday morning, and I believe it was stolen after 12 on Saturday night ; this 
pawnbroker also sold spirits, I was told. 

1711. Chairman .] Are there many pawnbrokers who also keep houses for the 
sale of spirits in Belfast ? — I believe there are three or four. 

1712. Mr. Hutton.'] Do you know whether pawnbrokers keep their ware- 
houses open until 11 or 12 o’clock at night, frequently ?— I have seen pawn- 
brokers, particularly one in my neighbourhood, keep open until 12 and one 
o’clock at night ; they keep open their houses with the gas burning. 

1713. Chairman .] Is there a pawnbroker at Belfast at present who was impri- 
soned for six months in Carrickfergus gaol for refusing to give up a stolen coat 
that had been pawned with him ? — A case of that kind occurred ; but the party is 
at present out of business ; he was a man I had formerly done business with. 

1714. Is there not a man at present in business who has two shops open at the 
present moment, who was once in gaol for acting in contravention to the law re- 
lating to pawnbrokers ? — I cannot say exactly ; it might be so, but I do not 
know it. 



1715. What is the lowest sum that is usually lent by pawnbrokers in Belfast? 
— I have heard it stated, and believe it, that they lend as low as 2\ d. and 2d. 

1716. And are those articles, if forfeited, sent to the auction-room ? — They are 

indeed. J ’ 

17^7- Bo you think there are no articles ever sold by private contract by the 
Belfast pawnbrokers without being sent to a sale-room ?— -I am certain there are 
numbers of them so sold. 

1718. Have the pawnbrokers ever been prosecuted for selling by retail with- 
out bringing the goods to public auction ? — The usual mode is by summons 
before a magistrate ; when they cannot produce an account of the sale, they 
either settle with the party in that way, or produce another article equivalent in 
value, and thus make up the matter. 

. 1 7 1 9- Supposing they had sold the goods after the time has elapsed for redeem- 
ing them by private sale, and not public auction, has that infraction of the law 
been ever prosecuted to your knowledge ?— It has; the first auctioneer and 
myselt who were appointed instituted a prosecution, and fined a man in 100/. 
on different tickets that he had illegally sold ; the consequence was, he retired 
irom business and ran away. 

1720. Mr. Hutton. ] Are you aware of frequent prosecutions against pawn- 
rokers for the infraction of the law ? — I know of many cases that have been pro- 
secuted ; the parties summoned before the magistrates, I mean. 

1721. And of fines having been levied upon them?— No doubt of it; it is an 
occurrence, I suppose, of every day in the police-offices. 

1722. I do not mean to inquire whether the owners of the goods have proceeded 
or e recovery of their articles, but whether there have been prosecutions against 

the pawnbrokers for irregularities by persons who are not interested in the goods? 
^I h r e ,rff 0Wn ^ a r br0kerS , to , ha , ve been P ros ecuted at the sessions, and other- 

wise, for different infractions of the law. 

1723. Chairman.] | Are the pawnbrokers, who have been frequently prosecuted, 

still in the busing are ’ num bers of them that have been prosecuted are 

i 1 ^ een prosecuted and convicted ? — No, they have not been convicted ; they 
have not been convicted before a jury; they have been fined by the magistrates, and 
continue in business, but I know of no case where a pawnbroker lias been con- 
victed by a jury and suffered imprisonment who is in business at present, 

1725. Are there any suggestions which you should wish to make ? — If the law 
n ' ^‘‘.™P era L tlTC ° n pawnbroker to sell at a given time, and he would not 

sell, f think he should receive no interest after that date; and returns, I think, should 

be 
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be made to the local inspector, a person to be appointed under the new law ; and 
the auctioneers should be strictly accountable for their acts, not only for* their 
own acts, but the acts of their clerks or assistants, and the assistants to be sworn. 
I never sell by an assistant ; I sell by myself ; but I know there are persons who 
appoint assistants, and they might as well appoint common coal porters to sell. 

Mr. William Frederick Bentley , called in ; and Examined. 

1726. Chairman .] HAVE you looked into your examination, which was taken 
by the Irish Municipal Inquiry Commissioners in 1833 ? — I have. 

1727. Have you any remark to make upon it?— No change has taken place 
since in any of the circumstances. If I were again examined by them, or any 
other party, I should give the same answer to the same questions. 

1728. Do you wish to make any explanation of any of the answers that appear 
there ? — If any answer requires explanation, I should be happy to give it. 

1729. Are you still the deputy of the marshal of the city of Dublin, and act 
under him as auctioneer for forfeited pledges ? — Yes. 

1730. How long have you held that office ? — Between 25 and 30 years. 

1731. Were you a pawnbroker before that?— I was, for 10 or 12 years ; I was 
a licensed pawnbroker in the year 1795 . 

1732. Then you are fully acquainted with the way in which the business is 
transacted in Dublin? — No man is better acquainted with it ; I have been in 
connexion with them ever since 1795 , either as a pawnbroker or auctioneer. 

1733. Are you a general auctioneer as well as auctioneer for pawnbrokers ?— 
I am a licensed general auctioneer ; but I have not laid myself out for that pur- 
pose much ; I have sold for the Commissariat Department ; but I have had very 
few other than pawnbrokers’ sales. 

1734. What is the per centage you charge in other sales ?— Five per cent, is 
the common charge for other sales ; and the necessary expenses, such as porters, 
advertisements, and handbills and clerks; that is the custom. 

1 735 - What charge do you make at pawnbrokers’ sales ? — The charge laid 
down in the Act of Parliament is Is. 8 d. in the pound for all goods sold under 
20 s . ; 1 s. 4>d. in the pound for all goods sold between 20 s. and 40 s., and five 
per cent, for all goods sold above 40 s., or any one pawn sold above 40 s. 

1736. Do you make any charge, in selling forfeited pledges, for porters and 
handbills, &c. &c.?— No. 

1 737 - What addition does the charge for porters and handbills make generally 
to the rate of five per cent., which is charged in ordinary sales? — Do you allude 
to an outsale, or furniture sale, and not connected with pawnbroking ? 

1 738. Yes? — We should be allowed in Dublin 7 s. for the clerk. 

1 739 - The question has reference to the per centage ; does it amount to one 
per cent, r — That would depend on the amount of the sale ; if the sale be big or 
little, the expense is the same for porters, advertisements and clerks. 

1740. Do you issue the notices to the owners of unredeemed goods which the 
marshal is required to issue ? — That is not my department ; I have not to serve 
any notices to the owners except by public advertisement, handbills and so on. 

1 741 . Do you consider those notices are of any use ? — I do not consider them 
of any use, because there are so many fictitious names and fictitious addresses, 
that it is not one time in ten, if it were ever so regularly attended to by the person 
serving them, that the parties would get them. 

1742. Do you still continue to carry on your sales at night as you did in 
1833 ? — Yes ; the pawnbrokers think it to their advantage to sell smaller things 
at night, and books, plate and watches ; the people who keep shops in the 
jewellery and watch way cannot think it worth their while to leave their business 
in the course of the day when there is a chance of selling their own goods, and 
coming out and purchasing at the sales ; but they come when there is no chance 
of selling their goods at home. 

1743. Do you still continue to pay the same sum for your deputation from the 
city marshal, as you did in 1833 ?— The same.; 3 /. a week. 

1744 - Do you not pay more how than you did then ? — I have paid more ; but 
I discontinued it for the last six weeks. 

l 745‘ How much used you to pay? — Six pounds a week; my appointment is 
under the hands and seals of the marshal and sword-bearer, at 3 /. a week for 
their natural lives, or while they remain in office. 

°-88- n 1746. What 
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M T.JV. T. Bentley. 1746- What induced you to pay 6/. a week for a certain length of time?— 

During the inquiry of the Municipal Commissioners there was one of the common 

31 May 1838. council of the city of Dublin who made a complaint, at a meeting of the corpora- 
tion that I was present at, that my profit appeared, from my two sale-rooms, to be 
about 1,800 1 . a year, and I told him that was my gross profit; he insisted how- 
ever, it was the net ; he said, “ I think it is immoral and iniquitous that the 
deputy should make so much more than the principal “But,” said I, “I have a 
large capital invested ; I have about 4,000 /. engaged in the business ; I have had 
40 years’ experience and acquaintance with the pawnbrokers’ business, and if the 
principal was an auctioneer he would not get any thing to sell, for they would 
not trust him, and he would not have gained the confidence of the pawnbrokers • 
am I to give up all that long experience and acquaintance and influence that I 
have had with the trade to the principal, because he is principal ?” on which this 
gentleman replied, “You had better make some private arrangement with him or 
I will make it for you, or you will soon be out of office this conversation took 
place with a man of the name of Hynes, a common councillor of Dublin, and he said 
“ Only that you are a common councilman yourself, I would not speak to you on the' 
subject at all on that I said, “ Then let it be so the Municipal Bill was then 
before this House ; I thought, as it was generally thought in Dublin, that it would 
pass at the time, or in the course of two or three months at furthest, and, therefore 
I imagined it was better rather than have a blow-up in the corporation or else- 
where, or my having a law suit with my principals, who were poor, to ao-ree to 
give them 3 /. a week additional, until I saw that Bill pass; I therefore asked 
them to dinner at a tavern, and we came to that agreement, that I was to give 6 /. 
a week instead of 3/. but which I have discontinued paying for the last six or 
seven weeks. 



1 747- Has this inquiry had any influence in inducing you to exact fairer terms 
from Mr. Butler?— I have not attempted to exact any terms from either of them • 
it is only what their deed binds them to. ’ 

1748. Do you believe the institution of this inquiry has had any influence upon 

themm inducing them to agree to leave you in the possession of the office for 3/. a 
week .—The sword-bearer has been threatening to bring me before the Commons 
House every week ever since to have that 61 . weekly kept up ; I told him to do so 
and I would have answered them such questions, in such a manner, as I thought 
ht, when any of them might ask me questions ; however he has not done any 
thing since in the matter. J 

1749. Your being a member of the common council seems to have been a 
check on the exactions of these two city officers ? — I am sure it has 

t ' t a - ,P ld you % “ ember ° f common council for the purpose of 

keeping them in check ?— I became member of the common council under the 
if' ‘f ° f ^ S“jeam Green, in the lifetime of the late marshal, of the name of 

fhat hid ™ S m “-T v* l C a I ’ arSh j a V - ad made usc of some of ‘he public money 
that had come into his hands, and being anxious to replace it, he applied to me 

Ind which e / r0I f CfT' \ ye V f 1 ‘ J V fi6i a yeal ' Which 1 hedTc, pay him, 
and which I lefused to do ; but I told him to try elsewhere to sell it • in the 

“fundfhem rfr nig he Said he could not sell it, and as he coild not 
he said that f f ? * e P r °P er 1 u “ rter > whence he had taken it improperly, 

I daw if Ld h if T my , a PP 01 “ tment lf 1 dilJ "Ot bey the 100 1 . a yea£ and 
1 did buy it, and, from the advice of counsel as to what was fair between us I 
gave him 500 L for that 1007. a year, and after the lapse of some yearThe wrote 

w^onlvdoneT 8 that the deeds which were signed relative tothat purchase 
was only done to cover usury, and that I was then repaid : and if I did not 

“ *■ -5 

. Dlc l he venture to do that? — No ; I laid a case then before Mr Ser- 

betwemus 11 ’ hCflf f™ St! ^ 8 and sll °™g him ‘he deeds which were 

between us , he satd to me, “ Why, he is a pauper i and although you have his 
teLn^-YfmTo 1 ^ Wh d at T rem o d / ° an y ° U taVe «**"* a paupers" 

“ C l was iorTC" S “ T l eu “ fid E* ^1*° “* y ° a ‘ fr “ d °" T 

to take out your freedom, get into some ^ 

council, and, ,f you are once in the common council, I am very well satisfied v 2 
will never hear a word from Mr. Stanley again on the subject.” I took his advke 
accordingly, and I never did hear a word more upon the subject. 

1752. After 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




99 



ON PAWNBROKERS (IRELAND). 

1752 . After you had paid him the 500/. for 100/. out of the 156/. a year Mr. W. F. Bentley. 

which you had to pay him, did you continue to pay him the remaining 11. 

a week? — Yes, the balance, having purchased from him the 2/. a week •, but he 3* May 1838. 
sold that 1 /. a week to a lady very shortly after that, and I paid that 1 1 a week 
to the lady ; I had about 20 per cent, or something better for that 500/., but then 
I had to cover the insurance for his life; and I became my own insurer at first, 
but 1 afterwards did insure his life for 1,000/., and when he died I was paid. 

J 753- When Mr. Butler became marshal, did he agree with you at once for 
3/. a week?- -He wanted money in hand ; he wanted 1,000/. in hand, as well as 
my memory serves me; I would not give it, but I said, “ Let me continue as I am 
until you try if you can get a better market, and when you can, I will discontinue 
or meet you on terms. I went on for two or three months before we agreed, and 
came to a final arrangement ; I gave him then 75/. in hand, and the 3/. a week. 

’754- If you were perfectly aware that he could not get anybody who would 
be ready to give him more than 3/. a week for the office you held, how was 
it you were induced to give 61. a week in your subsequent arrangement? — 

Because I thought it would be for a very short period, and I did not want to have 
any row kicked up in the corporation about it. After Hynes threatened this 
should take place, I understood it was intended he should get the marshal sus- 
pended, and another put in his place for a short time, and that I should be then 
put out of my appointment. 

. 1 755 • You expected that Butler would resign his office for a short time, by con- 
trivance with the corporation, and you would be in that manner displaced? 

Yes, and put to the expense of a law-suit. 

1756. And after you had been displaced, Butler would be again re-appointed? 

That was my feeling ; thinking the Municipal Bill would pass in a few months, 

I thought it was not worth my while to run any risk about it, 

1 757- You wished the matter should not get published, I presume?— I did. 

1758. Have you any bill transactions with Butler at present?— He came to me 
some six or nine months ago, and he said he was in great distress and hard run ; 
and it would save him a great deal of law cost if I would accept a bill of 200/! 
for him at a certain date. I said, “ You know your money would not come to that 
in that time.” “ Well,” he said, “ I cannot get cash for it; I will give my own 
bill three months longer for the balance, SO/, or 90/.” He did prevail on me, and 
I did accept the bill of 200/. I had accepted a bill for him on a former occasion 
for 200/. which I paid myself out of the weekly amount; he gave me the weekly 
receipts; they were not more than half of them due when I paid the 100/.; but 
as they came due I kept the receipts, as I shall now. 

1 759* D° pawnbrokers consider they have an advantage in dealing with 
you from your connexion with the city marshal?— I should think not on this 
account. 

i"6cu Are they not to a certain degree in his power, by means of his charges 
for serving the notices for obtaining returns from them, and generally by his 
influence with the corporation? — I conceive not ; I think be is rather under a com- 
pliment to them, as they pay him beforehand ; they are not in his power at all, 
as it strikes me. 

1761. Mr. Hutton.] Could not the city marshal give the pawnbrokers a great 
deal of trouble in their returns if they were to quarrel with him ? — I do not con* 
ceive he could ; because it is very little trouble to them to give returns if he 
demanded them. They have no advantage by concealing their returns, that I can 
imagine. 

1762. Then how do you account for the fact of their paying him more than 
they are entitled to do by law? — They do not pay him near as much as they are 
bound to do by law. They pay him in advance ; his necessities call on him to 
make a contract with them to give 41. or 5/. or 61. a year, and a few of them who 
do not do much business do not give him as much as 61., and they give him the year 
in advance, when as to many of them it is known their payments would come to 
20/. or 30/. if they paid him all. He made the proposition to them himself, and 
they were in the habit of paying Stanley 5/. and since paid Butler 61. 

1763. Do you not find you get more business, however, from your connexion 
with the corporation officers than the other auctioneers ? — No, I do not ; the 
great majority of pawnbrokers who sell with me are of different politics to the 
marshal and members of the corporation generally; they are mostly Roman 
catholics that deal with me and give me the preference of their business. 

°- 88 * N 2 1764. Do 
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Mr. IV. F. Bentley. 1764. Do the other auctioners sell at the same hours that you do? — Yes. 

17 6,5. And have they the same arrangement with the pawnbrokers with respect 
31 May 1838. to paying the money obtained for their goods in advance before it is received 
from the dealers ? — Yes, every one alike in that respect ; we should not have a 
market for the goods if we did not sell them on credit ; there arc twenty persons 
as purchasers of pawned goods to one in the trade who would not be in it 
otherwise. 

1766. Then the principal purchasers at those sales arc brokers? — They are • 
two-thirds. 

1767. And brokers who could not deal if they did not receive credit? — A great 
number of them. 

1768. If you had to pay no rent to the city marshal for your office as his 
deputy, could you not afford to lower the commission which you charge to the 
pawnbrokers ?— Certainly. 

1769. What objection would there be to any licensed auctioneer sellino- f or 
pawnbrokers, provided he kept proper regulations with respect to the book of 
sale ? — There could be no objection that I see. 

1770. Do you act at the auction yourself, or do you leave the business to your 
assistant ? — 1 sell occasionally, my son sells, and other assistants. 

1771. What security do you take from your assistants that they should make 
proper entries in the books of sales ? — I never knew of any security being given 
by the clerk for making proper entries ; the day the sale is had, generally 
the pawnbroker and a clerk of his are there ; his clerk enters them down as they 
are sold ; the master examines the value of them ; going out to see, he gets the 
value of them at the hammer ; my clerk puts them down as well as his clerk and 
at the end of the sale, his clerk and my clerk check one another’s books ; they 
begin 3 s. 4 <d. and 14 s. 6 d. and so on ; and then when all the items a«ree the 
total of course must follow to agree. 

1772. And is your book always kept open for the inspection of the public whose 
goods have been sold ? — Certainly ; no one ever applied yet that we were not 
ready to communicate with and show them what the articles sold for ; I suppose 
half-a-dozen do not apply in the course of the year ; not one a month, at all 
events. 



1773. And are your books kept in such a way as that you can readily ascertain 

what the article sold for ?— Yes ; we put the articles down as they appear to be, 
a coat or a cloak or a petticoat or trowsers or waistcoat ; if it is a watch, we put 
down the maker’s name and number engraved thereon; and if it is a book, we put 
the name of the book down, Travels or a Bible, or whatever it may be. ’ 1 

1774. Is the number of the duplicate and the name of the original proprietor 
entered in your sale- book?— No, I never knew it to be done. 



1775 - Do you ever find the owner of property attend to bid at the auction?— 
I have heard that the owners have sometimes bought them cheaper than they 
could release them ; I have heard so, 1 do not know of my own knowledge • I do 
not doubt it might be the fact as a solitary instance now and then 

1776. Do pawnbrokers often buy in themselves ?— No, they do not ; they never 
seem inclined to buy in any thing they can avoid. J 

1777- Is the sum for which the goods were pledged marked upon the ticket?— 
Marked on the ticket ; that is, pinned or tied to the pawned article. 

1 778. Is there much competition for an article after biddings have reached the 
amount for which the goods were pledged ?-That is no criterion ; there is com- 
petition from the time it is put up until it is sold ; as fair competition as ever was 
in this world at any sale. 

,, 1 7 ? 9 -. Do J ou recei ' e a»y instructions from the pawnbrokers to buy them in if 
he biddings do not amount to the sum specified ’-They are always on the spot 
themselves to bid, and the public know they bid, and they are not dissatisfied at 
it ; but m private sales of furniture, or other goods, if the owner bids, the public 
are dissatisfied, and walk away in general, and they will not bid ■ but it has been 
so long the custom as to pawnbrokers, and it is known so well that they seek to 
get the value of the goods, that the public do not find fault, nor do the buyers, 
who Mr Lmdley has been pleased to call jobbers, it being the first time I ever 
heard that appellation given them. 

tySo. A re the goods exhibited or cleaned before they are put up to sale i- 
I he goods are exhibited when put up to sale, but not before. 



1781. Are 
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1781. Are there many pawnbrokers at Dublin who sell some of their goods bv 
private sale, without sending them to an auction at all ? — There are. & J 

1782. Do you mean that they sell articles in their shop without sending them 
to your auction?— I believe they do'; some of them do; some do not. 

1783. Do you take any steps to insure their sending them to public sale? 

No, I do not know any legal steps I could take, not being interested in the goods 
themselves ; not being the owner of them ; I do not see that any one could take 
steps except the owners. 

1784. Did you ever hear of the owners taking steps against the pawnbrokers for 
selling by private sale? — In some few instances they have been summoned for not 
giving satisfactoiy accounts of them, and they either give them an article as o-ood 
as their own, or pay them for it ; I never knew any of them be fined for not selling 
them at auction, or selling them contrary to the letter of the law. 

1785. Are you careful in always commencing your sales at the hour specified 
in your advertisement? — There may not be customers come to the minute, but until 
we see fair competition in the field we do not begin to sell ; it may be half an 
hour or an hour elapses, but we are always at our posts, and the goods are there ; 
we do not like to begin to sell until we know we have opposition buyers there 
to give a fair price. 

1786. Mr. Hutton .] How do you manage with respect to the Crown duty, do 
you collect it from the purchasers of the goods ? — Yes. 

1787. The purchaser of each article at the sale pays you the Crown duty ? Yes. 

1788. What Crown duty has been usually paid in by you in amount?—! 
cannot charge my memory ; it is on the face of the Excise-books, and on the face 
of the marshal’s return here, I suppose ; I furnish the marshal with a return of 
what I have sold in each month ; I should say about 2,000/. a month ; that is, the 
duty may be taken upon 2,000/. a month ; perhaps it may be more. 

1789. Do you make a duplicate return to the Excise, and pay the duty to the 
Excise on that return ? — Yes. 

1790. Have you your sale-books with you?— I have a sample; I produce this 
as one of the auction sale-books. 

1 79 1 - I think you mentioned on one occasion at the corporate inquiry you had 
800/. a year out of one auction room? — I said 1,S00/. a year out of the two • 
1,000 /. one, aud 800/. the other, that is the gross. 

1 79 2 - Chairman.'] Your net profits do not amount to so much as that? — No. 

1793- Have you ever read the Act of Parliament which describes the duties 
of the persons selling goods?— I recollect by the2Gth of George III. that where 
there was an appraiser, it was the law of the land ; then the pawnbrokers were 
bound to give the names of the owners, and a list of them; but when the 28th of 
George 111. came into operation, the appraiser was done away with, and the pawn- 
broker ceased to give the names to the auctioneer. 

1 794- How could you ascertain the amount for which the goods, of which these 

are a duplicate, sold for at your auction by reference to your book ? [ Producing a 
pawnbroker s duplicate of an article sold by the Witness, and which was as follows : 
“ T. Fannin, Pawnbroker. Number 69,945. 59, Marlborough-street, four 

doors from Britain-street. Lent, 11th February 1836, to Mooney, 25, Talbot- 
street, 1 /. 5 s. 2d. on a remnant of silk and a white bustle, to be redeemed in six 
months or sold.”] — I tell the party producing it to get the pawnbroker to mark at 
the back of the duplicate the day it was sold, and what it sold for, and then they 
afterwards bring it ; I look over my book to see if I had a gown, for instance, 
sold at 13 s. Id. ; I would show them that, and if they were not satisfied with that, 
I would go down to the pawnbrokers and compare my book with their book, item 
by item, and to see that the proper number of this duplicate was opposite the 
article that sold for the sum named on the back of it ; in all my experience of 25 
years I never knew an instance where the owner was not perfectly satisfied with 
the account I gave of it, either before a magistrate or elsewhere, and I am' posi - 
tively sure that they never experienced the least inconvenience or loss ; but I do 
think it would be more correct if I had the numbers down as well as the pawn- 
brokers, and I shall adopt that course in future. 

1 795- I s it not the case that, generally speaking, your object is to keep such a 
book as shall be satisfactory as a record of the transaction between you and the 
pawnbrokers, or between you and the Excise, but that the party pledging is not 
expected to make any inquiry into the matter? — The law allows the parties to make 
inquiry, but very few inquiries are ever made. 

°- 88, n 3 1796. So 
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1796. So that you do not consider it worth while to make preparation for a 
contingency which so rarely occurs, as that of a person coming to obtain informa- 
tion on the subject from you ? — Ido not think it absolutely necessary, because 
I can from that book, and comparing it with that same day’s sale in the pawn- 
broker’s book, take care that the pawner shall not be defrauded of a farthino- 
because I would see by the pawnbroker’s book whether it was right by mine. 

1797. If three or four coats were sold on the same day for different sums 
coming from the same pawnbroker, and there was a dispute between him and the 
pawners as to the identity of the article, your book affords the pawner no means 
of ascertaining what his individual property fetched? — If the number of his 
duplicate is opposite the article that sold for a certain sum he alleges he o-ot fo r 
it, of course we could have no other proof in the world, if the pawnbroker chooses 
to be a rogue and puts a wrong number opposite it ; if the article sells for 20s. 
and he puts a number opposite it which sells for 15 a 1 ., neither auctioneer nor any 
one else could check him. 

1 798. If the pawnbroker is a rogue, your book does not afford any means of 
checking his roguery ? — No ; and 1 cannot prevent him being a rogue if he was 
inclined; I cannot prevent it by any way. 

1799. Mr. Hutton .] You mentioned yourself, just now, that if you had in- 
serted the number in your book it would be a much more complete check on their 
proceedings? — Yes; but after the day of sale he could alter the number, or 
become a rogue if he was inclined. 

1800. Will you look at this docket of sale, which is the docket of the sale of 
the articles for which you furnished the duplicate ? — 

[The docket was handed in , and was as follows :] 

Sale on the 5th of September 1887. 

s. d. £. s. d. 

Article, remnants of silk - - - ---117 — 

Commission on 1 1. - - - - - - 1 4 

Ditto on 17 s. - - - - - -15 

2 0 

Interest for 19 months - - - - - 10 3 J 

Duplicate - - - - - - - - 2 

-_j;$ 2 J 

i in 2 !, 

Loss to Pawnbroker - - - - _ . -12 A 

22 May 1838.” 

I never furnished this. 

1 boi . \ ou see that account ; do you think that such an account as that ought to 
be furnished by the pawnbrokers to the pawner of the goods ? — No, there is an 
overcharge here on the 1/. 17 s.; instead of being charged as it is here at ] .t. 4 d. 
in the pound on 17s., commission, it is charged for the 17s., at the rate of Is. 8 d. 
in the pound, which is an overcharge. 

1802. The charge should have been made on 1/. 17 a. in one sum, instead of 
that being divided into separate sums, to enable the pawnbroker to charge a higher 
rate of commission ? — Yes, and he was cheating the owner by so doing; the 
auctioneer did not charge in that way to him; he charged him on 1/ 1 7s., 
Is. Ad. in the pound, the 19 months’ interest being charged ; there is an instance of 
the evil complained of by the other witnesses, that if they had only liberty to 
charge 12 or 1A months, there would be something more coming to the owner. 

1803. Chairman .] Do the articles bought in by the pawnbrokers, whose 
goods you sell pay the Queen’s duty ?— Every one ; any article that does not 
come to as much money as the pawnbroker wishes, if it happens not to bring as 
much as he thinks it ought to bring, he takes it home ; but if we enter it as sold, 
we charge him the fees and the duty; but if we do not enter it, he takes it home, 
and it. comes another day. 

1 804. Then articles are frequently put up to sell, and the pawnbroker buys 

them without their being entered in your sale book ?— No ; I do not consider they 
are bought, because we do not enter them ; but that occurrence does not frequently 
happen. n 

1805. What method, do you think, could be devised of giving notice to the 

pawner more satisfactory than that which is at present required by law ? I take 

it, the notice of the lime the pawnbroker has liberty to sell, should be in the 
duplicate ; the holder of that duplicate should look to that day coming round, the 

same 
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same as a man would for his bill of exchange ; if he passes away a bill at six 
months or nine months, he knows what time that is coming round ; so with the 
duplicate ; if the duplicate were to say, “ This is to be sold in six months ” the 
onus lies on the holder to watch it ; I say, these sales should be advertised in 
newspapers, hand-bills posted, and particularly on the pawnbroker’s window, that 
the goods pawned from such a month to such a month would be sold at such a 
time ; that, I conceive, would be a sufficient and proper notice to the owner. 

1806. As goods might be sold at a loss, if they were not properly classified, 
and as it would be impossible to say how they should be classified, at the end of 
12 months, previously to the sale, do you think it would be practicable to specify 
the particular day upon which the goods should be sold at so remote a period ?— 
It think it would, at the time they advertise them ; they could tell then the day 
they intended to sell them ; they cannot tell, the day they are pawned, what day 
they will be sold. 

1807. But, after they are forfeited, do you think they might be required to tell 

the day on which they were to be sold ?— Yes, and they could tell without any 
inconvenience. J 

1808. By writing a notice on the duplicate on demand? — If the party brings 
the duplicate they could ; they are in the habit of engaging with me their days in 
the year IS38 for the year 18311 as their sale days ; we have a small book, with 
every day in the year written down, lined, and the day of the month, from January 
to January ; the pawnbroker takes the book and writes his name opposite the day 
m which he wishes to sell in 1839 ; that he does in 1838; then he knows the days 
he is to sell ; when the time comes round that the goods are forfeited, he could 
readily tell the buyer, or he could readily placard on the window, that he would 
sell on such a day, and such a day, goods pawned at such a time ; there could be 
no inconvenience in that, and he could readily give the notice. 

1 809. Do you think, if that notice was given in that form, that the pawner 
would be more able to attend the sale, and see that the transaction was a fair one 
between him and the pawnbroker ? — I do think so. 

1810. From your knowledge of the trade, can you inform the Committee what 
interest it is customary to charge on advances of 2 s., in Dublin ?— It is the custom 
in Dublin to charge upon any sum from 2s. to 4s., Id. 

1811. But when the precise sum of 2s. is lent, what interest do they charge? 
— 1 hey charge Id a month. 

1812. Do they not enter 2s. 1 d., as if the pawner had pawned for the price of 
the dubheate, and so charge interest for a sum as above 2 s. ?— They charge for 
2s., and always have, as long as I. have known the trade, which is 40 years^ ille- 
gally, certainly, in that particular ; for 2s. and 4s., and 6s., 8s. and 10s., they have 
always been in the habit of charging 2d. for the duplicate for 10s. lent when they 
ought to charge but a Id. ; for 10s. lOcZ., they are entitled to charge 2d. for the 
ticket ; but they have been in the habit of charging that for 10s. 

1813. L)o they charge interest also for sums below Is.? — They do after the 
first month ; some charge a farthing after the first month, and some charge a half- 
penny, and that in sums under 1 s. 

1814. What do you think would be the effect of reducing the rate of interest 
to the real and legal charge ; do you think the pawnbrokers would be compelled 
to advance a smaller amount on the goods? — I think the real and legal charge 
that they might now make would compensate them very well, without making 
axiy alteration in what they would lend on the articles offered for pawn; and I 
think they would be perfectly satisfied with that, although they have been in the 
habit of charging more. 

1815. Can you state what is the amount of the proportion between the profit 
which they derive on their ticket-money, and the profit which they derive from 
interest ? I believe the proportion which they receive from the ticket-money ex- 
ceeds the proportion of the interest, in proportion as the pawns are so many under 
2s., that is in Dublin. 

1816. Are the goods released very rapidly? — I think there is about one-tenth 
ot them left for sale, and about one-twentieth in value left. 

1817. Do you think that the pawnbroker loses on the goods that are left for 
sale, °r not ? I think it is the worst part of his trade, and they do lose in general. 

1018. Do you think he suffers an actual loss of the principal, or only the loss 
ot his profit on such articles ? — I think pawnbrokers in general do not get their 
principal ; some do get more. 

°' 88, N4 1819. Do 
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Mr.JV.F. Bentley. 1 8i 9. Do you think the average profits of pawnbrokers are very much higher 

than those of other trades in Dublin ? — I think them much less in proportion to 

31 May 1838. the capital they have engaged in such trade ; I think the average gross profit in 
Dublin is about 9004 a piece, one with the other; some more, some less - one 
house, I believe, makes 2 , 600 /., and there are three houses which make about 
4 , 000 /. a year, and they belong to one man. 

1820. F^ur thousand pounds each? — No, the three houses together - in the 
house that makes 2 , 600 /. a year there is about 16 , 000 /. sunk. 

1821. Do those houses do the larger class of business ; or do they lend upon 
the smaller description of pledges ? — Both ; they take every pledge that is offered 
the same as any other house. 

1822. Do they sell much by retail in their shops? — One of them makes it his 
trade to sell by retail ; and he makes up new coats, waistcoats and trowsers and 
boots and shoes, and sells them in his shop, and any goods that he buys in at his 
own auction he sells there also. 



1823. Generally speaking, is their capital invested more largely in loans, or in 
goods which they have purchased in at auctions ? — More largely considerably 
in loans out upon pledges ; except that one house I have mentioned, I suppose 
there is no one house that has goods bought in at auctions that may exceed 20/. 

,1824. Do you think it would be considered a hardship by the trade to prevent 
them from selling goods by retail in their shops ? — I do not think it would ; there 
is an angry feeling held by people who do sell second-hand clothes with those 
pawnbrokers who do sell by retail, and they have refused latterly to buy from that 
one house in particular, which is the only house laid out for those things. 

1825. If the law did not allow the pawnbroker to charge any interest on pawns 
after the expiration of the time which he has printed on the duplicate as the time 
of forfeiture, do you think that would be beneficial ?— It would be beneficial to 
the owner, and would be no great hardship to the pawnbroker, at least, if you 
give him a month or two law, because he cannot sell exactly to a day. 

1826. Do not some articles deteriorate in value much, after having been a cer- 
tain number of months in a pawnbroker’s store?— Hats and bonnets and working 
tools do ; nothing else in general, except when they keep them too long ; blankets 
or woollen goods may get the moth in them. 

1 827. Is it not for the advantage of all parties that goods below a certain value 
should be sold as soon as possible ?— They should be sold as near the time the 
contract is made between the pawnbroker and pawner as possible. 

1828. Mr. Young.] The beneficial effect of their not charging interest after the 
tune mentioned m the duplicate would be, that the article should be brought to 
sale speedily ?— It would be better so to do, and not to have the money lying idle. 

1829. Are there any other recommendations which you could give to the Com- 
mittee as to the improvement of the trade?— Mr. Homan, Mr. Welsh and me, the 

has handed iif ^ ** ^ purpose of arran ff in ff that paper which Mr. Homan 



1830. Chairman .] Have you ever heard that it has been the practice of country 

dealers to purchase goods from the pawnbrokers in Dublin without bringing them 
to public auction?— I have heard and believe it to be the case. ” 

183 1 . Is that carried on to any large extent?— I have heard them say that 
they buy from 5 /. worth to 50 /. worth at a t ime. 

1832. Without an auction?— Without an auction ; there are only three or four, 

or nve m the trade that practise that. J 



Mr. Arthur Aikin, again called in; and Examined. 

"• „fk 8 A 3 ,'- Ohmman^ HAD you any communication with the marshal of the city 
of Dublin m March la, t, about the fees which he demanded from you for returns?- 
X es, he called on me for the returns and the fees. 

in the 3 end D ‘ d y °“ reS ‘ St payment of those fees I did. at first ; but I paid him 

> 835 - he summon you before the magistrates r— He did. 

183 3. What was the decision of the magistrates on the subject r— The marshal 
said he would fine me for not making the returns and paying the fees; I said I 
would not give him any ; that I had paid him too much, I thought; I was deter- 
mmed to stop, and pay him no more. One magistrate could come to no decision. 
Then there was a bench of six magistrates ; they examined the Act, and they said 

tbev 
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they could not find any place where they thought it in their power to exact a 
fine of me. They said they would lay the case before the Lord Chancellor, to see 
if they could fine me. I never heard any more about it ; but after that I did give 
him the returns and fees both. 

1837. Did he make any inquiry or investigation of your books, to see if they 
were correct ? — He never asked any thing about the books. 

1838. Did he ask you for any subscriptions from the trade in Belfast to watch 
over the proceedings of this Committee ? — He wanted me to call a meeting of the 
trade, and to get money to carry his father’s expenses over here, to watch the pro- 
ceedings of this Committee. 

1839. What did the trade do? — They would not give any money. 

1840. Is there any person in the trade at present at Belfast who is imprisoned 
for refusing to give up a coat that had been stolen ? — There is. 

1841. To what gaol was he committed? — To Carrickfergus. 

1842. While he was in gaol, did his business go on as usual? — Always 
went on. 

1843. Notwithstanding his conviction ? — Yes. 

1844. Has he since opened a second shop ? — He has. 

1 845. Has there been any attempt made to prevent him continuing the busi- 
nes ? — Never. 

1846. Do you not think such a circumstance as that must tend to throw some 
discredit on the trade of which you are a member ? — I think it does, greatly. 

1 847. Do you think the trade would wish that persons, who had been con- 
victed of taking in stolen goods, should be prevented from continuing in the 
business ? — They would, the general part of them. 

Mr. Thomas Shields, called in ; and Examined. 

1 848. Chairman .] ARE you a pawnbroker at Belfast ? — Yes. 

1 849. How long have you been in business ? — One year and three months. 

1850. In what business were you before you entered into that trade ? — I was a 
public and private teacher. 

1851. What sum did your fees amount to on entering into business ? — Ten 
guineas. 

1852. What did they consist of? — I gave nine guineas to Mr. Clarke, the town 
clerk, for perfecting the deeds or bonds, and he called on me for another guinea 
to send my papers to Dublin to get them registered, as I supposed. 

1 853. Did you resist that payment, and were you aware that G 5. 8 d. is all that the 
law allows for his trouble in preparing the bonds? — No, I was not aware of that ; 
and had he asked me double the sum, I should have given it ; I did not think he 
would have asked for any thing but what was law. 

1854. Did you see the bonds or stamps before you paid for them? — I did not; 

I got them a few days after I paid for them. 

1855. Can you account for the reason why your name does not appear in the 
return which has been forwarded to this House, as having lodged security with 
the town clerk? — I do not know the reason of it. 

1856. Did you pay your fees to the marshal also? — I was not in the office the 
last payment that he received ; but my son paid it, and gave the returns. 

1857. Did you make that payment upon commencing trade, before there were 
any returns to make? — I have been a year and three months in the business, and 
he has received 2 1. from me ; 1 1. when I received the papers, and 1 1. since ; that 
was about last March ; that is the second pound. 

1858. He has received 21., and you have not yet been 24 months in the busi- 
ness ? — No ; only one year and three months, so that it appears to me the money 
was paid in advance. 

1859. Do the pawnbrokers in Belfast keep the hours which are required by 
law ? — I do not think they do. 

1 860. Is it a great injury to you in your business, that other houses should 
remain open after you consider yourself compelled to shut yours r — Undoubtedly, 
it is so. 

1861. What do you think would be practicable as an improvement in the trade 
of pawnbroking ? — I think I have been anticipated in that by others who have 
stated what occurred to them with respect to a license ; a regular appointment of 
hours, and other improvements that have been mentioned to the- Committee. 

• 0.88. o 1862. Do 
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1862. Do you wish that the licenses should be paid for by the pawnbroker or 
no t? — I wish they should be paid. 

j 863. What amount do you conceive ought to be charged for a license? — In a 
respectable town, such as I live in, I think 50 1 . a year ; not more. 

1864. What beneficial object do you think would be attained by that taxation ? 
— In the first place, I think it would make it more respectable, and likely to make 
men act more properly, for fear they should be put out of the business after 
paying such a sum ; but when there is nothing paid by the pawnbroker, and no 
particular notice made with respect to the propriety or impropriety of his actions, 
he is more liable to make mistakes if he is not a proper character. 

1865. Should you have any objection to giving notice to the pawner, on the 
production of his duplicate, of the day you would proceed to sell any goods which 
had been forfeited by him? — I have listened particularly to questions of that 
kind since I have had the honour of being in this room, and there is one idea that 
has occurred to me this day, in consequence of a great many persons who send 
articles to the pawn office who do not give in their proper names ; some do not 
wish it to be known that they are under the necessity to pawn ; consequently, 
they will not give in their own but some fictitious name, and, on that account, it 
would be difficult to give a notice ; therefore some general plan, it appears to 
me, would be much better. 

1866. Supposing the pawner were to produce his duplicate, whether the name 
thereon were fictitious or not, do you think there would be any difficulty in obliging 
the pawnbroker to write on the back of the duplicate the day on which the sale 
by auction would occur ?— I think all proper men in the trade woi^ld do it with 
great cheerfulness. 



Mr. Cornelius Sullivan, called in; and Examined. 

1867. Chairman .] ARE you a pawnbroker at Cork ? — I am. 

1868. Have you been along time in the trade? — Going on 10 years. 

1869. Will you have the goodness to give the Committee any explanation in 
your power with respect to the charge that is ordinarily made by the trade in 
Cork, where it is the practice to enter 2 s. Id. in every article where 2 s. only lias 
been advanced, and which enables you thereby to obtain an advanced rate of 
interest? — I conceive that when the pawner takes out of my shop 2s., that I 
actually lend 2s. 1 d . ; for this reason, that I conceive I am entitled to the Id. for 
the ticket at the time of the transaction. I conceive it is quite distinct from the 
interest, because it is fixed and defined, —not so the interest ; the interest could 
not be fixed and defined, because the loan is for an unlimited period. We find in 
other cases, in the Charitable Small Loan Society, where the time is fixed and 
defined, the rate of interest is immediately deducted at the lending. For instance, 
if a person borrows 1/., there is 6 d. deducted from the pound, because it is a 
fixed rate. It is the same with respect to a bill, as to the discount, because there 
is a fixed time and a fixed amount. When I look at the Act of Parliament, I find, 
after reciting the table of interest, that it then goes on to say what the pawnbroker 
has a right to do, to enter in a book ; when he does enter it in a book, he is to give 
a ticket of such entry, and the words particularly are, “ for such ticket lie shall 
receive one penny.” That I think implies at the time of the ticket being given, 
that he is entitled to it; not surely at the time when the pawnbroker returns that 
ticket to him. I think it is at the time when he goes away, and not at the end of 
an unlimited period. The poor people in Cork are very shrewd ; and I think if 
we were acting wrong, that we should have been set right long since. 

1870. Mr. Young.] Your argument is not that the payment of the ticket is 
analogous to discount on the bill, but it is analogous to the payment of the stamp 
on which the bill is drawn ?— It is something like that. 

1871. Chairman.] The effect of charging for the duplicate at the time when 
you give it, instead of charging for, it when the pawner comes to release his 
pledge, is this, that if the article valued 2s. is left in pledge for one year, the 
additional interest which you charge him with amounts to the sum of 6 d. ; do 
youthmk that is fair ?— It has that effect, and the pawner is quite aware of it, and 
I think it is fair when the pawner is quite aware of it. If the pawner asked me 
ior Is. 1 Id. instead of 2s., I would lend it him as cheerfully as 1 would the 2s. 

1872. Are 
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1872. Are you aware that pawners are more frequently in want of 2 s. than 
Is. lid. ? — I am not aware of it. 

1873. How many loans do you make of 1 s. lid. in the course of the year? — A 
great many. 

1874. Do you not make five times as many of the sums amounting to 2s. ?— I 
should think not. 

1875. Can you produce your books to this Committee ? — I cannot. 

1876. You have no means at hand of proving that fact ?— No, not by my books. 

1877. Do you enter in your book 2s. or 2s. Id. ?— Two shillings, when I give 
the pawner 2 s. 

1878. But you enter on the duplicate 2s. 1 d. ? — Two shillings and a penny. 

1879. You charge interest on that penny? — I charge interest on the 2s. Id.; 
I conceive I am giving him 2s. 1 d. ; the Id. he would have a right to give me 
out of the 2s., if he returned me 1 d. out of the 2s. 

1880. Do you charge 1 d. also, in addition to the interest, when he comes to 
redeem his goods at the end of 12 months ? — Yes, I do; I charge him 2 s., as 
appears on the face of the book, in addition to the 1 d. a month for the time the 
pawn is in ; I charge him 1 d. for the ticket, which appears on the face of the ticket. 

1881. Mr. Young.] You enter in the book 2 s.? — Yes. 

1 882. You enter in the duplicate 2 s. 1 d.l — Yes. 

1883. What interest do you charge on that?— A penny a month, in addition to 
the 2s. 1 d., which appears on the face of the ticket. 

] 884. You charge interest as for a sum over 2 s. ? — Yes. 

1 885. Chairman .] You charge \d. a month interest upon the charge of 1 d. for 
the duplicate ? — Yes, I do, because I conceive it brings it over 2 s. 

1886. Are you aware that that charge is not made in Limerick and some of the 
other towns in Ireland ? — I have heard that to be the case. 

1887. Can you see any reason why you should not be limited in that respect? 
— Certainly we ought when it is clearly shown to us, if it be shown clearly we 
are doing wrong. 

1 8S8. You would not make the charge if other persons in the trade in Cork did 
not do so likewise ? — I would not. 

1889. Have you seen the amendments which Mr. Homan has proposed in the 
state of the law respecting your trade? — I have. 

1890. Do you concur in them? — In many of them, I do ; and in the principal. 

1891. In which do you not concur ? — I think that the lower description of 
pledges ought to be forfeited at the end of a certain time ; for instance, any sum 
on which not more than 2s. has been lent. 

1892. Without going through the auction-room ?— Yes. 

1893. Do you think that no interest should be charged after the goods have 
been more than 15 months in pawn? — I do ; and the reason why I think so is, 
that there ought to be some definite or fixed period put to the transaction, because 
by the present Act I believe we are not bound to sell at all. 

1894. Do you think it would be desirable that a pawnbroker who has been con- 
victed of wilfully acting in opposition to the law should be refused a license ? — 
I do. 

1 895. And that they should be compelled all to keep the same hours ? — 
Certainly. 

1896. Are the pawnbrokers anxious for such alteration in the law as will tend 
to make the trade more respectable than it is at present, and to remove the stigma 
that has been placed on it? — The pawnbrokers in Cork are most anxious. 

1 897. Are there any pawnbrokers in Cork who have been accused of receiving 
stolen goods ? — I am not aware of that. 

1898. Are they usually vigilant in stopping persons who are suspected of 
pledging goods which are stolen ? — Very much so ; I conceive they are a species 
of police in Cork for the prevention of robberies. 

1899. Have mapy persons been convicted on their evidence? — Almost every 
Thursday some conviction or other is had through the means of pawnbrokers; 

I could adduce many instances myself of convicting persons, in proof of what I 
have stated, that we are very vigilant in Cork. 

1900. Mr. Beamish .] Did those prosecutions originate with the pawnbrokers 
themselves, or were they called in as evidence ? — They originated yvith the pawn? 
brokers themselves. 

.0.88. o 2 1901. Chairman-'] 
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Cornelius Sullivan. 
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1901. Chairman.'] Have you always sent up in the year the returns of your 
business to the marshal of the city of Dublin ? — Never more than once. 

31 May 1838. 1902. Have you always paid him the fee that is required? — Yes, I have. 

1903. How much ? — Twelve shillings a year. 

1904. He did not trouble you for the returns, provided you sent him the fee? 

He did not ; but I believe, although I am not sure, that I paid him a larger sum 
at one period than 12$. a year. 

1905. Has he received a certificate of your bonds having been duly registered 
with the town clerk ? — He has. 

1906. Were those bonds duly entered into by you from the first commencement 
of your entering into the trade ? — They were, previous to my paying the fees. 

1907. W as marshal aware of that ?— I did not receive the marshal’s cer- 
tificate until last year ; I arranged with the deputy town clerk to procure the cer- 
tificate for me ; he promised to do so, but in the meantime he died — a Mr. Busted • 
it remained over until the marshal inquired of me if I had got his certificate ; I 
showed him the one I had, and I procured his instead. 

1908. You were carrying on business some years without having received the 
marshal’s certificate ? — Y es. 

1909. And nobody hindered you from pursuing the trade notwithstanding? 

■ — No. 

1910. Mr. j Beamish.] Were there many others in Cork similarly circumstanced ? 
— I believe there were many. 

1911. Do you charge in Cork for stop-tickets ?— No ; neither do I charge for 

notices, although I have served many of them; I believe very few in Cork 
charge for the notice or the stop-ticket; and, in fact, I am not aware that any one 
does it. 3 

1912. Mr. Carry.] Is it generally the custom in Cork to serve notices of sale? 
—It is partially the custom, not generally; in fact, I conceive it is unnecessary. 

1913. Chairman.] How do you sell the plate which is forfeited at your office? 
"7 ^ ' ve * P ar ^ the town where there is not a large proportion of plate 
with m 1 ^ ^ ^ eXtreme part ° f ifc » tliere is not a great quantity pledged 

1 9 J 4 - When there is any plate pledged with you, do you send it to the auction- 
room 1 have never called an auction of plate ; I have let it lie by so long and 
never touched it until it was in my possession three or four years. 

1915. Have you never sold any by private contract?— I have sold it by private 

contract. J 1 

1916. Have you sold many other articles that have been forfeited with you, by 

private contract?— Very few. 3 3 

1917. Sometimes you do so?— I have sold shoes, and, in fact, rubbish of that 

description. ’ 

1918. You never sell plate in any other manner ?— No, I do not. 

1919. Are the pawners often in the habit of coming to you to get any amount 
of overplus that may be due to them after the sale of their goods?— They have, 

haV - 6 i retUrne / ? alwa y s ; and 1 have “ ma °y instances, when I 
" n ™ e , of , tie r , e » ldence ° f *<= pawner, and found an overplus, sent for that 
person and returned it. r ’ 

of dure? T A a . ™ n° re V I n SU . PP0S , e ’ J a J S a matter ° f feelin S wi * you .than a matter 
^tetoug"^ 1 1 d,d ^ ~ U ‘ ""feeling; I con- 

vidcd 2 vn„ A r the . re mean ? ° { . enalllill g the pawner to enforce that right, pro- 
Xow rAr Se y t° admit >‘?-When they present a ticket I am bound to 
artMe auchon-book and to show them an account of the sale of the 

Sucha Che j koayou as would prevent the possibility of 
L Laid nre g ^ f 7 ■“ so T dls P osed ?-I do not think it is such a check 
“ ™ r prei I ent . me; f oi 'instance, I may make a false entry, and for that very 
reason I conceive it would be most desirable to have the onus taken off the pawn- 

Sha! 1 hf^wb^s* 0 haV n S ° me *¥ party who would receive the overplus, 
Wno ht? f n saytothe pawner who produces Iiis ticket! “I 

oveiC iTtherel^d ‘ PeIMB f ° r k- *0 



1923 . 



You 
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1923. You Would approve of the overplus being left in the hands of the auc- Mr. 

tioneer ? — Certainly, if the auctioneer was solvent enough. Cornelius Huliivan. 

1 924. Have you any other suggestion you can make for the improvement of the ~ ~ 

trade ?— I am not aware at present ; in fast there has been so much said about it 31 May l8sB ’ 

that I am not aware that I have any thing to suggest. 

1925. What is the charge that the auctioneer makes to you for selling forfeited 
pledges ? — The manner in which I pay my auctioneer is 8 s. a day for his services 
and the room ; I also pay a clerk, an assistant and a bellman. 

1 926. And what charge do you make to any individual who looks for the over- 
plus, as a commission on the sale? — I have charged 1 d. to the Is. on the sum 
obtained, which, I conceive, to be about the amount of expense of the sale. 

1927. But that charge is purely optional with you ; it may be more or less ? — 

I believe so ; I am not quite sure ; but merely to show it is more the interest of 
the pawnbroker to have an article released than sold ; I would state that, at a 
recent auction of mine, there was a coat sold on which I lent 16 s . ; this coat sold 
for J 1 s. 10 d., and the very next day after it was sold the owner produced the 
ticket ; I remembered the person who had bought the coat at the auction ; I went 
to the quay, that being where the dealer resided ; I got back the coat from the 
person who bought it, by giving 2 s. for his profit, and the pawner paid me 
for it ; on the whole transaction, after giving 2 s. to the buyer, it left me a profit of 
7 s. 2 \d. “ 

1928. How many months had that been in pledge? — Thirteen months; the 
releasing the coat would be 1/. Is. 0 \d . ; it sold for 11s. 10 d., and I paid 2s., 
which made it 13 s. 10 r/., and deduct that from 1 /. Is. 0 \d. it leaves me 7 s. 2 \d. 
profit, with the exception of the expense of the sale. 

1929. Mr. Young. ] With regard to the overplus of articles sold at auction, and 
which is not returned, does it make any considerable item in your profit? — I do not 
think I have ever pocketed 51 . in that way. 

1930. In your whole life? — In the whole 10 years I have been in the trade. 

1931. You stated you sold a good many articles by private sale, not by auction? 

— Not many articles, and those of the worst description. 

1932. You mentioned plate; what is the overplus on that? — I conceive I have 
hardly had any overplus on plate, on account of keeping it so long. 

1 933 * Then you count the interest on that? — Certainly. 

1934. Mr. Beamish.'} Are the pawnbrokers of Cork in the habit of buying in? 

— They are sometimes, to enable them to sell again. 

193 5 - Are they much in the habit of withdrawing goods when they do not 
conceive a sufficient sum is offered for them by the public? — They are, fre- 
quently. 

1936. Do they sell those goods in their shop afterwards, or do they bring them 
forward at a subsequent period for sale ? — They sometimes do sell them in their 
shops, and frequently bring them back to another auction ; at the end of the auc- 
tion I have frequently had 501 . worth of what we call deposits, the purchaser 
paying 1.9. as a deposit, and buying, perhaps, 31 . or 4 /. worth ; we have been fre- 
quently obliged at the end of three or four months, at our next auctions, to bring 
these parcels again to the hammer, and re-sell them. 

1 937 - That is in consequence of the parties purchasing at the auction not ful- 
filling their bargain ? — Yes. 

1938. My question was, whether the pawnbroker himself bought in the goods, 
or rather withdrew the goods from the sale, and subsequently sold them in his 
shop ? — He frequently buys them ; I know in any case if I conceive an article is 
not bringing its value, I buy it in, and I conceive it is sold, because it is entered in 
the auction-book. 

. 2 939 - Mr. Young.} At which do articles generally sell to greater profit; at 
private sale or at the auction ? — I conceive they sell better by private sale. 

1940. Much ? — I should think much better ; some articles. 
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Jovis, 7 ° die Jumi, 1838 . 



MEMBERS PRESENT : 



Mr. Hutton. Mr. Lucas. 

Mr. Corry. Mr. Reddington, 

Mr. William Roche. Mr. Ponsonby. 



LORD VISCOUNT CLEMENTS, in the Chair. 



Mr. Thomas Charles Flaxman, called in ; and Examined. 



Mr . T. C. Flaxman. 1941. Chairman .] PRAY are you clerk of the Excise district of Mallow? — 

— ; Y es. 

7 Juno 1838. 1942. How long have you been in the employment of the Excise? — About 40 

years. 

1943. How many years have you been in the Excise district of Mallow ? — Nearly 
eight. 

1944. Pray what is the rate of Excise duty upon auctions ?— Upon plate and 
farming stock sixpence per pound ; upon all the rest 10 d. 

1945. There is no exception in favour of the pawnbrokers’ auctions? — None. 

1946. Do you consider the duty payable by pawnbrokers’ auctioneers is regu- 
larly paid up ?— I do not. 

1947. Do you conceive that it is probable that all the goods which are forfeited 
to the pawnbrokers in your district are brought to auction ? — I should think not all, 
some are sold by private hand. 

1948. Then you think that the revenue is defrauded in two ways, first by not 
selling the goods by auction, and secondly by not entering those which are sold ?— 
I do. 

1949. Where do you reside ? — Fermoy. 

1950. Do you find the auction duty is more regularly paid there ?— t do. 

1951. Is that in consequence probably of your personal inspection of the way 
in which matters are going on?— No, lam not aware of that; some of the 
auctioneers are more honest than others. 

1952. You have an exact list of all the auctioneers, as they are obliged to be 
licensed by the Excise?— I have. 

1953. Do you suppose that many people exercise the trade of auctioneers with- 

out taking out any license ?— There are several who have been discovered lately in 
the Mallow district. J 



J 954 - Do they sell goods for pawnbrokers ? — No, 

1955 - Pray do you inspect the books which the auctioneers keep ?— Sometimes 
1 demand a sight of them, then they are brought. 

1956. Do you find they are entered in such a way as would enable the owner 
of the goods to obtain a surplus, if any arose upon the sale of their goods ?— No ; 
I should think not, because the number of the ticket is not down, nor when 
pawned ; there is only the lot and what it is sold for. 

• }*$!'?*• re Am ati0 ^ r 0ar ? ?! , Exdse re( * uire ever y auctioneer to send 
into the Excise Office a detailed list of all the articles sold ?-That is what the law 
requires. 

195&, Specifying the sum which each lot fetched P — It does 

1959. Is that regularly complied with?— In Mallow collection it is 

1960. Is that usually done in the other districts ?— It is not in all the districts. 

Excfse ““ a ' ICt “ meerS ' ^ ° f «" 

1962. Could you inform us whether a detailed list is usually given in ?-For 
Mallow collection it is, but I cannot speak to other collections, I have not examined 
them. 



1963. Is 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON PAWNBROKERS (IRELAND). m 

1 963. Is there not a record kept of the auctioneers’ returns to the Excise Office 
here ? — Y es. 

1 964. And have you reason to suppose that they are or not regularly given in ? 

I should think they are not given in. 

1965. Do you think it would be possible for the auctioneers to return a precise 
account of all the lots that are sold in sales, containing so many small lots as there 
are in pawnbrokers’ sales ? — In small towns they might, but in a large sale, such as 
that in Dublin, it would be very troublesome and very inconvenient. 

? 1966. Could you show us the form of return that has been sent in to the 
Excise Office from Dublin? — I can. 

\The forms were handed in to the Committee.— Vide Appendix.] 

1967. I find here a number of lots are entered, lumped together, and the amount 
for which they are sold ? — The number of lots is not there, only the amount for 
each lot sold. 

1968. Do you suppose that is the way in which they are usually returned to 
the Excise Office by the auctioneers who are appointed for pawnbrokers’ sales in 
Dublin ? — I believe it is. 

1969. Do you think it would be practicable or desirable that a more strict 

system should be enforced by the Excise?— I think it would ; without that they 
never will be able to collect all the duty. J 

1970. Do you think that it would be possible to enforce a system by which every 
shirt, shift or pair of shoes should be separately entered, and an extensive inquiry 
caused by the Excise to find out whether this was correct or not ?— It would be a 
vast deal of trouble, and would cause a great additional expense; there must be 
an additional number of Excise officers. 

197 1 . Do you think such a small sum as would be levied by that would repay 
the great additional trouble and expense that would be occasioned ?— I cannot 
speak to that. 

1 97 2 - flow many towns does the Excise district of Mallow comprehend? — 
Eleven. 

1 073 - Name them? — Charleville, Cloyne, Buttivant, Bruff, Fermoy, Kanturk 
Mallow, Kilfinnan, Mitchelstown, Middleton, Youghal. 

J 974 - Li those 11 towns there are 22 pawnbrokers, and the amount advanced 
by them, if the return presented to The House was correct, would be 35,452 1 . 3 s. 9 d. 
for the last year; what was the amount of auction duty? — Forty pounds one 
shilling and sixpence. 

1975. How many separate auctions of pledges were there in Mallow during the 
last year, and what was the amount of the auction duty that was paid in ?— For 
Charleville, four sales, duty 3/. 5s. ; Fermoy, six sales, duty 19/. 13$. 3d . ; Kanturk, 
three sales, duty 95. 4c?. ; Kilfinnan, one sale, duty 8 s. 6d . ; Mitchelstown, three 
sales, duty 61 . gs. gd . ; Mallow, six sales, duty 9 s. 2 id.; Middleton, one sale, 
duty 5$. 6d . ; Youghal, seven sales, duty gl. os. 11 id.; Cloyne, Bruff and But- 
tivant, no sale has taken place. 

1 976. There is a pawnbroker at Cloyne who is returned by the marshal of the 
city of Dublin, to have lent 989/. on 8,529 pledges, has there been any auction 
duty paid by him ? — There has been no pawnbroker’s sale that duty has been paid 
for held at Cloyne. 

1 977 - Do you suppose there have been sales upon which you have not received 
duty ? — I am not aware, except of those three places ; the other place, I should 
think, they have settled all the sales. 

1978. As there is a pawnbroker in Cloyne, Bruff and Buttivant, how do you 
suppose the sales of those places were carried on ?— I cannot say ; I was not aware 
there were pawnbrokers in those places ; I shall make it my business to ascertain 
when I get home. 

1 979- What do you suppose would be the proper remuneration for auctioneers 
or attending those sales specially ? — I believe the usual allowance now is five per 
cent., besides expenses. 

1 980. Mr. Corn/.] Would it be more or less than the duty you state, to have 
been collected ?-^It would be more than the duty collected. 

°‘ 88 * 04 198.. Can 
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1981. Can you form an opinion upon the whole, whether the duty collected by 
these auctions would fairly remunerate any auctioneer for doing the duty?— I 
should think not. 

1982. Mr. William Roche.'} Do you mean by that, the auctioneer’s fees are barely 
sufficient to remunerate his personal labour ?— I think not ; they attend all the day. 

1983. In consequence of your idea of the insufficiency of these auction fees to 
remunerate the auctioneers and the revenue office, would you be of opinion it would 
be more advisable to impose a license upon the pawnbrokers instead of raisins 
money by auction duty ? — I should certainly recommend that, though it would not 
bring in so much money to the revenue. 

1984. Chairman .] How much does the revenue derive from the sales of pawn- 
brokers’ goods 1 — I cannot tell the amount of the pawnbrokers altogether ; the 
whole duty on auctions for the last ten years has not averaged 11,000/. a year. 

1985. How much does it amount to in your own district? — I cannot imme- 
diately say; I suppose not more than 200/. or 300/. a year. 

1986. Does the 200/. include sales generally, or only those derived from the 
sale of forfeited pawnbrokers’ pledges ? — That includes every description of sale, 
pawnbrokers’ goods and others. 

1987. The amount received from the sale of pawnbrokers’ goods only was 40/ 
— About 40/. 15. 6 d. 

1988. Do you not think licenses might be levied on the pawnbrokers, which 
would be as profitable to the revenue as the duty raised at present in your district r 
— Yes, I do. 

1989. Mr. Hutton .] Do you conceive there would be a probability of that 

leading to considerable fraud by other persons, not pawnbrokers, sending in goods 
as if they were pawnbrokers’ goods, which being sold, would, of course, be exempt 
from license; do you apprehend fraud arising from that circumstance? — It might 
be, but I think it is hardly likely. b 

1990. Do you think that difficulty could not be obviated by imposing the 
obligation of an oath or a penalty on pawnbrokers, to sell none but such goods as 
had been pledged to themselves ?— An oath would be better than a penalty • for 
they would pay more attention to that. The auctioneers formerly used to make 
oaths, but now they make a declaration ; but if they make a false declaration, they 
are subject to a penalty of 100/., and my opinion is, they don’t mind running that 
risk, which they would not do if the oath was enforced. 

1991. Mr. William Roche.] Does the Excise take any steps to ascertain that the 
auctioneers do make a fair and full return ’-Very seldom ; the officers of the Excise 
have other business to attend to. 

1992. Chairman .] In all those sales, was the 6 d. duty lor plate anil the duty 
1 ,h P °J“n °” 0t n er artic i es ' entered, or were they all put in 

together for the Mallow collection?— There was no plate sold. ’ 

the??4io T ues d “ ty WaS PaW 35 X ° d ’ iB 46 P °" nd ? - There ™ ™ Plate in any of 

DOy °“ s “PP° setbe P late »«» all “W by private contract ?— I should 
mink there was scarcely any plate pawned. 

prirate comract Ver ^ “ Pa ™ d ™ S S ° ld by private ““tract r— Was sold by 

attacfvo?r i »tle,or y , in ,r h ' Ch a P. a ™ broker ’ 5 auction was conducted at Bristol 
was a nalhrS I the . s y stem f— Yea ; when I was stationed at Bristol, there 
Tsale • anfe,™ Yr °. T* g enerall y t0 bl » e a fresh auctioneer every time he had 
it was ’nawned Erf „ K <h “ k W “? S ° ld ’ aS s00n as il "»<*ed the price for w hich 
de of hTm riv l perba e a . the dut y' a P™ ““d to be engaged to stand along 

"£p^ 

or le 9 n 9 . 7 ;hem d ,o he s„ S mit g00( ! S aft f ,l ' ards b J P ri ™e sale in his shop ?_Either that, 
or sent them to some other place for sale, I cannot say which. 

privfte -ieta y T diStrict in Ire]a “ d > saI > t“ a “y goods by 

Care 1, sold h P d ° ”<* know ; I cannot speak to that f I dare say 
there are some sold by private contract ; I should suppose there are, 



1999 ' 



Do 
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1999. Do you keep the amount of duty derivable from pawnbrokers’ sales and 
that derivable from the other sales, separate ? — No ; I have got the amount of each 
pawnbroker’s sale, and every date entered in my ledger, the same as it stands in 
the paper from which I have quoted ; but without seeing the account I could not 
tell whether they were pawnbrokers’ goods or not, but as soon as I saw' the 
auctioneer’s account, I could tell whether they were pawnbrokers’ goods or not, 
from the circumstance of the articles being so much smaller ; and sometimes it is 
headed, “ Sale by auction on such a day, such a place, pawnbrokers’ goods ; ” that 
is not always the case, but I saw it was the case in several of those. 

2000. No other auctions are held for goods of such small value as those which 
are sold by pawnbrokers ? — No. 

2001. Mr. Hutton .] Have you formed any plan in your own mind for conduct- 
ing the business of the Excise, so as to avoid those frauds and errors which you 
say have occurred, as to the auctioneers’ duty that have not been paid ? — There is 
no other way of checking it, unless an officer was specially employed to attend 
every sale, and that would be attended with great expense to the revenue. They 
have orders from the Board of Excise to attend when they can as a check, and as 
often as they can, but I am afraid it is not much attended to. 

2002. Mr. William Roche.'] Are you of opinion the recovery of the full and 
fair return of the duty which the attendance of a revenue officer would enforce 
upon the auctioneers, would not be equivalent to the expense of the attendance 
of that officer ? — No, I do not think it would. 

Mr. John Judkin Butler , called in ; and Examined. 

2003. Chairman.] ARE you marshal of the city of Dublin? — Yes. 

2004. How long have you held that office? — Since September 1831. 

2005. Have you read the minutes of your evidence taken before the Irish 
Municipal Inquiry Commissioners? — Yes. 

2006. And also their report, relating to the duties of your office, as referring to 
your connexion with the Irish pawnbrokers? — I have read my own evidence, but 
I did not read the report to-day. 

2007. Have you read the report ? — Yes. 

2008. Have you any explanation to make to the Committee, with respect to 
any thing contained in your evidence, or in that report ? — With regard to the sum 
that is received for the license ! was not aware of how that occurred at the time. 
It is simply this, that under the late Recorder, my predecessor in office, Mr. Stanley, 
took an opinion of the sum that the marshal was entitled to for granting a license, 
and his opinion was, there was 5 s. for registering the pawnbroker and 5 s. for 
each of the securities, making 1 l. 

2009. Is it under that opinion you are in the habit of charging 1 l. for regis- 
tering every pawnbroker’s license ? — Yes. 

2010. Is the lawyer’s opinion, to which you allude, now extant? — T am not 
certain. Young Mr. Stanley, son of the late marshal, upon getting the office, I 
employed him as my clerk at first. I have an impression upon my mind that 
I have it at home, but I am not exactly certain; I know he gave it to me; and 
I can write for it, if you please. 

20U. I see by your evidence you have occasionally received the sum of two 
guineas for a license ; under what impression did you charge that sum ? — I never 
made any demand ; the two guineas I allude to was from a gentleman, I forget 
his name, who collected the fees at Limerick at the time of Mr. Stanley’s death. 

2012. Have you never received two guineas since for any pawnbroker’s license? 

• — Never. 

2013. Do you employ the town clerks in the several towns in Ireland as your 
agents, to receive the fees that are due to you, and to give pawnbrokers’ licenses ? 
— I have no recollection of having employed any town clerk, excepting, I think, 
Mr. Jenkins, of Youghal, who was kind enough to assist me ; but, beyond that, I 
have no recollection of ever having employed any of them ; they generally remit 
it to me upon sending the return. 

2014. It is not by your authority or your connivance that the sums have been 
paid which have been stated in evidence to be considerably larger than that which 
the Act allows? — I never made any demand; all those fees were established 
before I got the office, and had been for many years. 
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2015. It has been stated in evidence that the sum of 10/. has been paid for 
these certificates, for which no authority appears in the Act? — I never got 10/. 
for a certificate ; the highest sum I ever got was that which I have already stated 
to the Municipal Commissioners, and that in a very few instances upon mv first 
coming into office. 

2016. Are you aware that Mr. Porter, of Tanderagee, within the last few weeks 
has paid to your office 10 guineas for a pawnbroker’s license? — I can explain 
that: Mr. Porter, wishing to establish his pawnbroking establishment, sent 10 
guineas for the purpose of purchasing stamps, getting the bonds executed, and 
the fee of the treasurer ; all I got for it was 1 1 . My son, who acts as my clerk, 
filled the bonds, and did all that. 

2017. The fee for filling the bond, under the Act, seems to be 6a-. 8 d. ; how 
much did your son receive for that duty ? — I got 1 /., and he managed the 
remainder. 

2018. Is it under a similar arrangement that, in other cases, so large a sum has 
been paid by the pawnbrokers for the granting of these licenses ? — I do not know 
any thing of that. 

2019. Who sends you the certificates, is it the pawnbroker, the county treasurer 
or the town clerk ? — The county treasurer, if for a county ; and the town clerk, if for 
a borough or city. 

2020. But by the returns which have been forwarded to the House of Commons, 
it appears that a great number of pawnbrokers send you returns without having 
entered into the security, or received a certificate from the treasurer or town clerk; 
how do you account for having received their fees for returns without their having 
previously obtained a certificate of having lodged the required securities ? — I never 
received returns from any one who is not registered in my book. 

202/. Do you mark on the certificate that it has been registered, and then return 
it, or do you issue any new instrument to the parties ? — Upon receiving the certifi- 
cate, I grant the license, entering the name of the pawnbroker and the securities, 
which I return, either to the town clerk, from whom it may come, or to the pawn- 
broker ; whoever it comes from I return it; it is generally the pawnbroker; when 
they obtain the certificate they send it to me. 

2022. We do not see, by the return of the treasurer and town clerk, that all 
these pawnbrokers have ever received any certificate from them ; how do you 
account for that ? — Since I have been in office, I have never granted a license 
without a certificate ; the books will show that. 

2023. Have all the pawnbrokers named in your return to Parliament given the 
requisite securities? — Yes, as I mentioned before, every return that I have made 
is from my book, where they are registered, and the names of their securities. 

2024. Have you ever inquired into the existence of their securities ?— I have, in 
some instances ; for instance, I sent my son to the city of Cork last year, and we 
found a great number of the securities were dead, and we got a great number of 
them to take out new securities, according to the Act of Parliament. 

2025. What was the fee they paid you upon that occasion? — Upon my word, I 
do not exactly know. 

2026. Was it 10 J. or 1 1 . ?— If it was any thing it was 1 /. ; I told the Committee 
before, I never received more, except in one instance, at the commencement, of two 
guineas for the certificate. 

2037. In case there was only one security to be renewed, should you think it 
nght, under the opinion you have taken, to charge 1 1 . for that ?— Certainly not, if 
there was only one ; for instance, if a life dropped, on the renewal of that life, I 
only charged the §s. 

2028. Was Cork the only place relative to which you took the precaution to 

ascertain whether any similar irregularity occurred ?— Cork was the principal 
place. r r 

2029. Have you got any book containing an account of your son’s transactions ? 

No, except the registry, which shows his exertions in getting the pawnbrokers to 

give the new securities ; they had been very much neglected. 

2030. Produce the registry ? — - 



[The Registry Book was produced.] 

2031. Mr. Redclingtm .] What time did your son go to Cork ?— September 



2032. Chairman .] 
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2032. Chairman.'] Was there anew license granted to the persons entered in Mr. /. J. Butler. 

this page P-r-They were not originally entered by me, but all those securities were 

revised and corrected. 7 June 1838. 

2033. Mr. Redding Ion.] At the date you mention there? — Yes. 

2034. Chairman.] All the persons entered there got new licenses, and took out 
new certificates ? — I am sure a great number of them did. 

2035- And paid a guinea upon each transaction? — No, fts. on each security; 
that was the utmost; no persons are more up to what the fees are, than they are in 
Cork. 

2036. Mr. Rexldington.] Can you mention the names of any pawnbrokers in 
Cork who had licenses prior to 1837? — ^ ane Bennet appears to be registered in 
1S31. 

2037. Did she get a new license in September 1837? — She got a new certifi- 
cate ; John Weir, Harmer Ellis and Francis Lamb. 

2038. In those cases where you have entered no security, did those persons 
carry on the business? — Those who appear without securities are persons who 
were licensed before I got the office. 

2039. Chairman .] At Cork do you require the parties to lodge the securities 
with the town clerk before you grant the certificate ? — Certainly. 

2040. By the return which has been sent to the House of Commons by the town 
clerk of Cork, it appears there are only 24 pawnbrokers who took out new cer- 
tificates, or altered their certificates in 1837; whereas in the return sent to the 
House of Commons by you, we find there are 44 names entered as having been regis- 
tered in the year 1837; how do you account for the fact that you have granted 
certificates to 44 persons, although the town clerk has not received the securities of 
more than 24 ? — I am sure there were certificates granted to no other persons but 
that portion that was necessary to make them get new certificates, and by reference 
to the books you will find where the old securities are ; of some, of course there 
was no certificate necessary on that occasion. 

2041. But by the return you will see you have entered them as having taken 
out certificates in 1837 to the number of 44, although the town clerk does not 
acknowledge more than 24? — You will find by reference that those others were 
previously registered ; their securities had been previously entered. 

2042. I refer solely to those whom you have mentioned as having taken out fresh 
certificates in 1S37? — I am sure there were no more taken out. 

2043. Did you, or did you not, grant new certificates to the 44 persons named 
by you in your return to the House of Commons as having been registered in the 
year 1 837 ? — I can only answer in this wav, that the 24 certificates were new cer- 
tificates taken out, and in the others I supposed the certificates were granted on 
the old securities. 

2044. Then the return which you made to the House of Commons, you sup- 
pose was incorrect? — Certainly not, because they were all in my books. 

2045. You returned 44 names as having been registered by you in 1837, were 
they so registered or not ? — The new ones were registered, and the others were the 
old ones ; that made the difference ; there was that number of pawnbrokers regis- 
tered and in business in Cork, and all their securities entered ; some of the securities 
of the 24 were dead. 

2046. You entered them all as having been re-registered, though in point of fact 
you did not require that formality ? — No, it was rather to make the books regular 
that it was done than any thing else. 

2047. Did you receive fees from 44 or 24 ? — I am sure only from 24. 

• 2048. Have you any entry in your book which will show that ? — I have not ; 

I think if my son were produced, he would give the Committee every satisfaction 
as to the correctness of what I am endeavouring to state. 

2049. Mr. Hutton..] Is your son your deputy ? — He assists me, and transacts all 
the weighty business for me. 

2050. Is that book kept in his hand-writing ? — Yes. 

2051. You say you have only received the regular fees from each of these 
persons, but as those fees were paid to your son, and as it appears from the state- 
ment we have had before, that your son received 10 guineas, when you only 
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received 20$., may he not have charged in the same proportion for all the entries 
in that book ?— I am sure he did not ; he would be able to give you every satis- 
faction that he did that which was correct. 

2052. Can you produce to this Committee any given book connected with the 

fees received by your son as your deputy, or by yourself, connected with this 
department of the pawnbrokers?— Yes, I believe I have a book in which every 
shilling is entered, but it is not here. . 

2053. In what employment is your son?— He is serving his time in an attorney’s 
office. 

2054. What age is he? — About 22. 

2055. Was it he that filled Mr. Porter’s bonds?— Yes; the stamps alone 
were 4/. 

2056. Did Mr. Porter write to you to know what the expense of the bonds and 
registering the certificate would be, and did you answer him, 10/. would be required 
for that purpose? — Yes, about 10/. would do it. 

2057. You received that 10/. in the first instance ?— Yes ; but I only re- 
tained 1/. 

2058. How many pawnbrokers’ certificates have you registered since your 
appointment as marshal? — By going over the book I can, by the dates, tell exactly. 

2059. Will you have the goodness to do so by to-morrow ? — I will. 

2060. Mr. Reddington .] In each of those cases where you were not registering 
new pawnbrokers, but merely correcting an old register, where one of the securities 
was dead, did you require fresh certificates from the town clerk ?— Every one that 
was registered ; I do not say they were all registered. 

2061. You entered your office in 1832 ; how does it happen, according to that 
book, there does not seem to be any renewal of securities, or any attention paid 
to this department till 1837 ? — It was upon finding they were so irregular, and not 
getting any satisfaction, that I sent down my son to inquire into the matter. 

2062. It does not appear that any thing was done, in reference to that branch 
of your department, from 1832 to 1837? — No, not in Cork. 

2063. Chairman .] By the 41st section of the Pawnbrokers’ Act, pawnbrokers 
are desired to send you a monthly account or abstract of the number of sums lent 
and the gross amount thereof, which is to be made out on oath ; have you got the 
original returns here? — Yes. [ They were handed in.] 

2064. Are those returns on oath ? — No, I do not believe they are. 

2065. Did you ever get any return before 1836 and 1837? — Yes; they were 
not in the habit of sending them, but by perseverance I. have got nearly all to 
make returns. 

20 66. Are these all you have received? — Yes. 

2067. Do you receive the returns monthly, or yearly? — Yearly. 

2068. Do you receive two or more years at a time ? — One year at a time. 

2069. The 42d section of the Act requires each pawnbroker to transmit the 
return within the next succeeding month after the preceding month is closed, under 
the penalty of forty shillings; did you ever call for or receive returns monthly? — 
I never called for them. 

2070. Did you prosecute any pawnbrokers who neglected to send them in ? — 
I did not ; it was an established rule in the office ; in fact there had been no 
return since the Union to Parliament. 

2071. Did you ever present them to Parliament ? — Never, until called upon on 
the present occasion. 

2072. Are you aware that the Act of Parliament desires they shall be returned 
annually to Parliament? — Yes, I am aware that was the original intention, but I 
acted under the idea, that as my predecessor had not done it it was quite sufficient 
to have them ready when a special order was made by the House of Commons. 

2073. Did you send a special requisition to the pawnbrokers to send a return, as 
it was ordered by Parliament ? — Some of them which had not sent them in I wrote 
to have them sent up with as little delay as possible ; but there were very few 
that sent them in in time; it generally took from January to March before I got 
them all in. 

2074. Did you cause any inquiry to be made, as to whether they were accurate 
or not ? — No, I did not. 

2075. The Act of Parliament allows ] s. to the marshal for receiving such 
returns; it has been stated in evidence that 1/. is the usual fee; how do you 
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account for that?— The country pawnbrokers generally send i/. ; but Cork and 
Dublin give me 125., and a good many of them send only 12 s. 

2076. Did you ever demand more than 125. ? — Never. 

2077. Under what impression do you suppose they give you 8 s. additional? — 
It is very hard for me to answer that question ; they were all perfectly well aware 
of the regulations of the Act ; it was quite optional." 

2078. But by the Act ot Parliament, 1 s. for each return only is allowed, and 
you have received 1 2 5. for only one return ; is not that the case ?— Yes, as the 
case may be, 1 2 s. or 1 that is one return, which comprises an account of the 
whole 12 months. By reference to one of these you will see the whole thing; they 
are sent at the end of the year. 

2 ° 79 ’ They do not send 12 returns, but only one return ?- — Only one return. It 
was with great difficulty that I could at first get them to comply with the Act, but 
by degrees they came forward. 

2080. In how many cases since your appointment have you received the monthly 
or yearly fee, without receiving any returns whatever ? — In very few instances. 
When I first commenced they were not called upon, nor had there been any exer- 
tion made to get returns ; invariably whenever they sent to me I called for the 
returns ; I did my very best to obtain them. 

2081. In those cases where you did not get the returns, did you get the fee ? — I 
did, in the commencement of my career. 

2082. Who collected your fees for you in the country ? — In Cork there was 
Mr. Macdonald, in Limerick Mr. Costello, and in Belfast the late Mr. Ferguson; 
in the small towns they remitted themselves. 

2083. What was the poundage you allowed to those people who collected the 
returns for you? — I think Mr. Macdonald charged me 25 per cent.; and there was 
a Mr. Irwin collected for me in Waterford ; he is a pawnbroker, he charged me 
1 l. for collecting. 

2084. One pound annually ? — Yes. 

2085. How many did he collect for 1 L ? — I think there were 22 or 23 in 
Waterford. 

2086. Do you suppose that he or the other persons whom you employed exacted 
any fee from the pawnbrokers, in addition for their trouble?— 1 understand that 
Mr. Costello of Limerick does. 

2087. How much does he charge? — I heard he charged 304’. 

2088. Of which he only transmits 204. to you ? — Yes. 

2089. Have you ever received 304. yourself in any case? — Never. 

2090. By the 41st section, we find an abstract is to be made of the returns* 
and they are all to be entered in the registry. Have you done that? — This is 
exactly the way I have kept the returns that I have received. 

2091. You have not entered them in any registry ?— No, I had them filed. 

2092. Did you ever inquire of your collectors whether the pawnbrokers signed 
the document containing the returns themselves, or whether they entrusted it to a 
clerk? — I never asked the question; but I am under the impression that they 
always signed it themselves ; at least I always received them on that understanding. 

2093. Did you examine whether they were likely to be an exact account of their 
transactions ? — I had no way of examining them ; I did it as far as I was capable 
of doing it. 

2094. By the return you have furnished to the House of Commons, I find that 
at Dungannon John Slatterie has issued 114,587 tickets or duplicates upon a like 
number of pawning transactions ; and that the sum lent on that number of dupli- 
cates is only 718 l. 6 s. 8 d., which would average a sum of 1 \d. lent upon each 
pledge; have you made any inquiry as to the reason of such a palpable incorrect- 
ness in his return ? — No, I have not ; the only thing I have is those returns. 

2095. In Cashel we find that William Edward’s transactions have been 2,501 in 
number, and that the amount lent on them is 38/. only, which would give an average 
of 3 d. for each pledge ; can you account for that evident inaccuracy ? — That man 
was only a few months in business ; his return is only for a few months. 

2096. That will not account for the great inaccuracy which he has shown on the 
face of this return ? — I cannot account for it. 

2097. There are other cases of 2 J d. and 4 Id. appearing to be the average 
sums lent from Harmer and Adair; can you account for those ? — No. 
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2098. Can you account for any similar inaccuracy ? — No, the return that I 
furnished to the House of Commons was from the returns I received from the 
country. 

2099. Do you consider that the connexion of the office of marshal with the 
pawnbrokers in Ireland was intended to act as a useful check and supervision of 
the trade, or was it intended to obtain an income for a necessary corporation 
officer? — I am sure it was intended as a necessary check upon the trade ; I have 
endeavoured to follow that as far as it was in my power. 

2100. Do you think the provisions of the law are useful as they stand at 
present as a check upon the trade ? — Indeed I do. 

2101. How far do you consider the duties of your office act as a check on the 
trade in country towns ? — I consider it a check in this way : having registered with 
me their securities, in the event of any irregularity or fraud being committed, the 
persons who suffer can through me find out who are the securities to look to for 
remuneration, if it is not to be got from the pawnbroker. 

2102. What check do you think these monthly returns are upon the trade? — I 
consider those monthly returns merely as a document to be furnished to Par- 
liament, when required to give any information upon it, I do not know of what other 
use they are. 

2103. Have they ever been referred to by any of the public officers in Ireland ? 
— Never. 



2104. With reference to the securities, how can you suppose the securities, as 
entered in your book, are correct, if you never inquired into the state of the 
pawnbrokers in the city of Cork, from 1 832 to 1 837 ? — I took the securities 
from the certificate of the town clerk ; it is upon that authority, and my beiug 
satisfied of the solvency of the securities, that I register; that completely lies 
with them. 

2105. Could not the parties injured ascertain the fact of the securities having 
been entered into as easily from the town clerk as from you ? — Of course. 



21 06. In point of fact, the duties, as far as they relate to pawnbrokers in 
country towns, do not in your opinion act as a check upon the trade ? — Nothing 
more than in the way I have already mentioned. 

2107. Is there any penalty on your omitting to inquire into the solvency or 
existence of the securities? — No ; as I have already mentioned to the Committee, 
the town clerk or the county treasurer are the responsible persons for that. 

2108. Mr. Reddingtoti . ] What risk does the pawnbroker incur if he carries on 
business when the security is either dead or left the country ?— He is subject to a 
penalty. 

2109. Might he not have been carrying on the trade for five years from 1832 
to 1837, as far as your knowledge goes ? — I do not think he could ; for as far as’ it 
was possible for me to make inquiry into the matter, I did; that could only be 
done by the connivance of the town clerks. 

2110. Chairman .] With reference to the city of Dublin, in what wav do you 
consider your office acts as a check on the pawnbrokers ? — I think with regard to 
serving notices of the sale of forfeited pledges, it is a very great check between 
pawnbrokers and the public, and a security to both parties.' The pawnbroker 
sends me a list of the articles as to which the time is up, and then I send notices 
to the persons who have pawned, that it is necessary for them either to redeem 
them or pay the interest, or otherwise they are forfeited. 

2111. Do you serve the notices regularly ?— Every notice I receive from the 
pawnbroker is regularly served ; I keep a man on purpose. 

21 1 2. What is the name of the person who serves those notices ?— Jennings. 

2113. What do you pay him ?— Ten shillings a week. 

2114. What means have you of ascertaining that he really serves the notices ?- 
In no other way than that I have great confidence in him, and there never have 
been any complaints made : if when once I received those notices, I should 
neglect to have them served, and the amount of the articles are served without a 
notice, I am then subject to the amount of the goods; therefore it was naturally 
my anxiety and duty to pay great atteution to that department. 

2 11 Were you ever P r »secuted for the non-performance of that duty ''—Never: 

, ?" 6 ' r W ° U 1 an .f f Ion be easi, y found a g aiast y°“ for non-performance of that 
duty '—Certainly ; if there was any loss I should be obliged to pay it. 
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•2117- If the person whom you employed were to destroy all the notices, how m.J J Butler 
could you detect that he had not served them ? — If any accident occurred I should ‘ 
very soon know; the pawnbroker would say he sent a list to the marshal, and I 7 June 1838. 

must be able to prove that I served them, or run the risk of not having served them. 

2118. Have you any book in which you enter the notices ? — I file them ; they 
are on a long sheet of paper ; the name of the pawner, the sum lent, the article, 
and his residence. 

2119. You copy this list out into separate notices? — Into separate notices. 

2120. And preserve the list? — And preserve the list. 

2121. Have you got the file of notices? — It is not here. 

2122. You cannot produce them ? — They would be very large. 

2123. You cannot produce them ? — Certainly, I can produce them. 

2124. Have you any means of ascertaining whether the pawnbrokers really 
send you an account of all the goods which are forfeited to them ? — No, I have 
no jurisdiction in that way, but I think, for their own interest, they are very anxious 
to send me the notices to serve. 

2125. As far as the pawnbroker is concerned, if he wishes to elude the serving 
of the notices, your office affords no means of checking him in the evasion of his 
duty? — Certainly not; I have no private connexion with their business. 

2126. Do you receive the. sum of threepence for each of these notices? — I 
compromise it with them ; the great body of them give me so much a year for 
serving the notices. 

2127. How much a year ? — Some 3/. and the highest 61 . 

2128. If they pay that fee, and send you no notices whatever, do you object to 
their proceeding in that manner? — My whole object has been, whenever they agree 
to settle in that kind of way, invariably to recommend them, and to call upon 
them to supply me with the notices ; and I have told them it was a protection 
both to them and myself to have the notices served ; I have left nothing undone to 
get them to do it ; that sum would not half pay if they were to pay for them all 
as they sent them in ; it would come to a large sum in the year. 

2129. In point of fact, do not some of them pay the fee without sending you 
notices? — There are one or two who serve very few notices, and some immense 
quantities. 

2130. Point out to the Committee how your office can be considered as a check 
upon them, in case they do not choose to serve notices upon the parties whose 
goods have been forfeited ? — The only check is what I have already stated to the 
Committee; that in the event of any irregularity being committed, by applying to 
me, I may be able to say whether they have given me notice to serve ; and if they 
have not, then the persons who pledged their goods can at once come down upon 
the pawnbroker ; my evidence is quite sufficient to assure them a full remuneration 
to the amount of their property. 

2131. Has that check ever taken effect in any single case? — Yes, it has, in a 
very large case. 

2132. State that case? — Mr. Parks, I believe it was for more than 100/., 
omitted to serve the notice; and, upon my proving before the magistrate that he 
had not sent me the notice to serve, he was obliged to pay and settle with the per- 
son whose property he had sold without giving notice. 

21 33. Did you receive any remuneration for giving that evidence before the 
magistrate? — None. 

2 1 34. Can you state any other case in which you have been useful in detecting 
the omission of pawnbrokers ?— -No, I do not know that any other instance has 
occurred. 

2135. Do you enter in a book the fact of the persons to whom the notice is 
left having left their lodgings, and not having been found ? — No. 

2136. Are you paid in advance yearly, or more than one year, by any of the 
pawnbrokers? — Only yearly. 

2137. Can you state any other way in which you consider your office acts as a 
check on the pawnbrokers ? — That is the only way that strikes me. 

2138. Do you consider the monopoly which you exercise as auctioneer of 
forfeited pledges to be useful to the public, or do you consider it merely as a 
perquisite attached to your office ? — I consider it useful to the public. 

2139. In what way? — As a fair mode of disposing of property ; the sale-fooms 
are in a very conspicuous place, at least the one that I am connected with, in Bride’s 
parish, opposite the church; the sales are all open, and it is a very large sale-room. 

0.88. p 4 2140. Do 
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2140. Do you consider it would be an advantage to the public or to the pawn- 
brokers, that they should be able to send to other auctioneers besides you ?- It 
would give them greater facility, I suppose, in disposing of their property. 

2141. Which would? — I think it would be better for the pawnbroker, if he had 
the liberty of sending them where he pleased ; I do not see how it would benefit 
the public, or the creatures who are more interested in the matter. 

2142. If the pawnbrokers’ pledges were sold at a cheaper rate by the auctioneer, 
would not that be a benefit to the persons who deal with the pawnbrokers ? — Do 
you mean the purchasers or the unfortunate persons whose property is sold ? 

2143. The pawners? — Less expense in selling must be better, because there will 
be a greater chance of there being an overplus. 

2144. Do you know any instance in which any overplus has been obtained 
from the auctioneer employed by you ? — No, I cannot say I do. 

2145. Did you ever inquire into the way in which the auctioneer employed by 
you transacts his business, as between the pawnbrokers and the public, and 
whether he is careful in entering the sales in such a way as to give publicity to 
the fact of an overplus having arisen, which is payable to the pledgers? — Not 
beyond attending occasionally, looking on at the disposal of the goods; since I 
have been in office, I never heard the slightest complaint against Mr. Bentley. 

2146. It is stated in the report of the Commissioners for inquiring into the Municipal 
Corporations, that “the appointees of the office, by the system of farming them to the 
assistants, reduced them to places of sinecure emolument to themselves, abandoning 
all attention to the conduct of an establishment which, if it be permitted at all 
upon the present exclusive system, ought to be watched with vigilance for the pro- 
tection of the poorer classes of society do you consider your having the appoint- 
ment of the auctioneer of forfeited pledges in any other light than as an advantage 
of sinecure emolument to yourself? — It has always been a practice in the office, at 
least my predecessor, and, I believe, who ever was before him, to farm it out. 

2147. Do you consider it in any other light than as a sinecure? — I have had 
nothing to do with it beyond going to the sales ; and having such confidence in 
Mr. Bentle.y, I did not think it necessary for me to interfere beyond that; but 
certainly if any thing went wrong I am the person who would suffer. 

2148. Mr. Reddington.~\ Do you consider the income you derive from it, con- 
sidering the risk you run and the trouble you take, is extravagant r — I do not con- 
sider it extravagant, compared with what are the profits of the office of my deputy. 

2149. What is your bargain with your deputy-auctioneer, Mr. Bentley ? — He 
pays me 6/. per week. 

2150. He stated here the other day that he paid you but 3/.? — Three pounds 
was the original agreement, but at a meeting of the corporation, they conceived it 
rather extraordinary that the deputy had a large income and the principal a small 
one; and we had another bargain, and Mr. Bentley allowed me 61 . per week. 

2151. Mr. Bentley, your assistant, runs some risk and incurs much trouble ; 
whereas, by the evidence you have given, you have divested yourself of both risk 
and trouble in the affair ?— I have no great trouble, indeed, except what I choose 
to impose on myself ; the thing is all done by Mr. Bentley ; there is no disguising 
the fact, it always has been the practice of the office, long before I got it. 

2152. Can you increase or diminish the weekly payments from Mr. Bentley to 
any amount you please ? — I might decrease it, but I have not the power of taking 
more. 

2153. How did you manage to increase it to 61 . ?— I mentioned before, it was 

the act of the corporation, not mine ; they conceived that the deputy having so 
large an income, that I did not get what they conceived a fair proportion, and we 
then made an agreement between ourselves, and Mr. Bentley agreed to give me 
61 . a week. 0 0 

2154. Was not your agreement with Mr. Bentley to give your deputation of the 
office for 3/. a week during your continuance in office? — That was my agreement. 

2155. How would he be compellable to pay 6Z. a week ?~I cannot account for 

tc/it he paid ir not by my asking ’ if fortune fel1 in wa y> 1 would not ob J ect 

2156- Was not this the case, that you intended to resign your office in case 
Mr. Bentley had resisted, and to get him turned out of his deputation by your 

successor ? 
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successor -—Certainly not ; I could not have acted in that way to Mr Bentlev - I M r , n „ 
made the agreement with him ; nobody would ever submit to such a thine- as that ''' 

nor was it ever proposed. ° ’ . „ ' 

tn • . 7 June 1838. 

2157. Do you consider your ofhce m the light of an annual office, or are vou to 

be marshal of the city of Dublin for lifer— I consider it is for life; there has 
never been an instance of any person being removed, except for bad conduct and 
no instance of bad conduct has ever occurred ; if any Member of the House not up 
and demanded a ballot, of course they have the power of putting it. 0 K 

2158. You are removable at the pleasure of the corporation in any year ’ Thev 

might outvote me. J 

2159. Practically speaking, they do not exercise that right ?— They do not • 
the original charter gave the office of marshal for life, and some of my predecessor 
were elected for life ; I consider myself so. 

2160. Mr. Hutton.] You are not, in point of fact, elected fordife : your appoint- 

ment was made subject to ballot every year?— I don’t say subject to the ballot 
but they had the power of the ballot. 1 ’ 

2161 . Was that under the new regulation made previous to your appointment ? 

— lhat was the way that my predecessor held the office, and he held it for manv 
years. * 

2162. Mr. Rcddington.'] Cannot you tell, by reference to your books at any 

time, the number of pawnbrokers in business in Ireland ?— Yes; those very returns 
would answer that question. J 

2163. Could you, from your own books, be able to do that ? Yes. 

2164. I-Iow long is it since you first began to send this form of return ?— Three 
or four years ; I found it necessary to do that, as it was great inducement for the 
pawnbrokers to do, for ignorance prevented a great number doing it; but since the 
adoption of that plan, I find the returns sent more regularly. 

2165. Was not the first circular sent in 1836 ?— I was in the habit of sending a 
circular, requesting they would make returns from the commencement of my office. 

216C. Still you can only produce returns for the two last years ?— Yes there 
are returns for every year. ’ 

2167. Not in those forms ?— That was an act of my own, by way of inducing 

them to become regular and saving trouble. & 

2168. I see the following sentence in the circular sent by you to the pawn- 
brokers in Ireland : “ I have now to impress upon you, that a perseverance in the 
same strict line ol duty is the surest method of continuing to the trade the benefits 
resulting from the present form of legislation.” ' You therefore conceive that the 
trade would be interested in preserving the present form of legislation ?•— Yes the 
great inducement I had in writing that letter was to enforce the returns. 

2169. Do you consider it equally beneficial as regards the public ? — I think it is 
a very good regulation ; the only thing that might be improved, is some little 
alteration in the rate of interest. 

2170. That is the only improvement you are prepared to suggest ?— That is the 
only improvement that I can see. 

2171. Mr. Hutton.] You mentioned, you thought those returns were a great 
check in the case of country pawnbrokers ; we have it in evidence before us, that ' 
this person, who alleges he signs this return, has been dead for many years before 

.the date of the return ?— If it is so, it is an imposition that has been practised on 
me ; but I am not cognizant of the fact. 

2172. Chairman .] You stated in your examination before the Municipal Cor- 
poration Commissioners in December 1 833, that you were preparing a return to 
Parliament, agreeably to the statute ; why did you neglect to send that in ? — I was 
collecting them in that kind of way ; subsequently I found the thing had never been 
practised since the Union, and I was given to understand it would be quite suffi- 
cient if I was prepared to furnish them when called upon by Parliament; that waS 
the impression under which I acted. 

2173. Might you not as well admit at once that you conceive that the duties of 
your office, as relating to the pawnbrokers, were more for the purpose of giving 
you a certain income as an officer of the corporation, than as giving information 
either to Parliament or to the public, of the trade of pawnbrokers ? — I cannot admit 

0<88 - Q that; 
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Mr. J. J. Butler, that ; I think I prove it, because I was enabled now to furnish the information 
required by Parliament. 

7 une 1838. 2174. Mr. Ponsonby.] Has not a great deal of the information you furnished 

been found not to be strictly correct? — Not that I am aware of. 

2175. I don’t mean that it is your fault, but that you have been imposed upon 
by some of the returns ? — The question which was put to me by saying that the 
individual who signed that was dead, that was an imposition practised on me. 

2176. As you had no means to detect that, you cannot say but that many of the 
other returns are equally fallacious ? — I cannot admit that generally, because we 
have had a particular investigation of almost all the towns in Ireland. 

2177. Have you any means of ascertaining the truth of the returns that are 
made to you ? — Nothing more than from what come from the pawnbrokers. 

2178. Mr. Corn/.] Do you consider that, under the Act of Parliament, you are 
called upon to inquire into the accurateness of the returns ? — No, I never con- 
sidered that ; the only way I could inquire into that, is by going down to the spot 
and making them produce their books. 

2179. Your duty is merely to register their returns ? — Yes. 

2180. Chairman .] What are your other duties as city marshal? — I execute all 
executions under the process of attachment ; for instance, when goods are seized 
under the city process, they are deposited with me as marshal, and if the parties 
do not settle the business within 21 days they are then run to execution, and upon 
receiving the execution (the same way as the sheriff), I proceed to sell. 

2181. Are you a state officer of the lord mayor ? — Yes. 

2182. Then you conceive, probably, your duties altogether may not he overpaid, 
although your duties as far as they relate to the trade of pawnbrokers maybe so ? — 
I hope the Committee will not ask me to admit I have been overpaid ; I am 
very well paid ; I have got the office as it is. 

2183* Was there any threat held out against Mr. Bentley by a person of the name 
of Hines, that if Mr. Bentley would not increase the weekly rent to you that cer- 
tain measures would be taken against him ? — There was a meeting of the corpora- 
tion, and Mr. Hines took a very active part ; but I don’t exactly recollect that there 
was any threat, but it was a recommendation that we should arrange the matter 
between ourselves; with regard to that I was no party to the matter, because having, 
as I said before, made my agreement with Mr. Bentley, I conceived myself bound 
by it. 

2184. Did you take no part in preventing his interfering between you and 
Mr. Bentley ? — I had no power, because I had no voice in the corporation ; when 
I was appointed to the office, I had no vote. 

2185. Did you make any exertion to prevent Mr. Ilinc’s from acting in this 
manner ? — No, I did not interfere in it publicly. 

2186. How do you account tor Mr. Hines interfering between you and your 
deputy ; it seems to be an affair between you and your deputy, and in no way 
connected with the corporation ; how do you account for that interference ? — 
What led to it, I believe, was, the report of 'the municipal inquiry, with regard to 

. the large amount of Mr. Bentley’s emoluments ; then the meeting of the corporation 
conceived, as I have already stated, that he ought to pay me and Mr. Finley 100 l 
more a year. 

2187. Mr. Ponsonby .] Do you mean the Committee to understand that the 
weekly sum paid by Bentley is fixed by the corporation, and not matter of private 
agreement .— It is a private agreement, as I have already stated ; when this inter- 
ference took place, they left the matter to be arranged between ourselves. 

2188. What object could the corporation .have in interfering between you and 
Mr. Bentley r— I cannot say, except that they conceived I did not get a sum 
equivalent to the profits of the office. 

2189. Was it not in consequence of any representation of yours to them?— 
Certainly not. 

2190. As far as you were concerned, you were ready to leave it at the old 
rate of payment? — Certainly, as I have already said, I made a bargain which I 
could not depart from. 

2191. Was 
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2191. Was Hines any friend of yours ? — Quite the reverse; we had not spoken 
for many years ; I can assure you it was not an act of friendship on his part ; I am 
not honoured with his regard or his good opinion. 

2192. Chairman."] You name, in the general return of Irish pawnbrokers, 
several persons who do not state the sums lent by them during 1837 ; have they 
paid you the usual fee? — Some have not even paid or sent in the return. 

2193. You name in the general return of Irish pawnbrokers several persons who 
did not state the sums lent by them during 1 837 ; have they paid you the usual 
fee?— I dare say the greater number of them have. 

21 94. Why did they not send the return then ? — I cannot account for it ; I wrote 
to them ; I did every thing in my power to get them. 

2195. They sent you the fee, but not the return? — I am sure they did. 

2196. Have you any power under the Act of compelling the return? — Yes, I 
think I have the power. 

2197. Have you prosecuted them for not complying with the Act? — No, I 
never did. 

2198. Mr. Hutton .] Your attention was called by the Municipal Commissioners 
in that inquiry, in 1 833 especially, to the lawful fees which you are allowed by Act 
of Parliament, but notwithstanding that you seem to have continued to take more 
than those fees? — They have been regularly sent to me in the way I got the office, 
without my interfering. 

2199. Notwithstanding the recommendation of the Commissioners not to take 
more ? — I never demanded more; it was the established custom for many years. 

2200. Do you recollect any circumstances that occurred with respect to Mr. 
Brophy at Dublin, a pawnbroker, having been made liable to the owner of for- 
feited goods, who had not received notice of the intended sale of his property, 
although Mr. Brophy alleged that he had given you notices to serve ? — 1 have no 
recollection of any such thing, because if I had done that, if there had been any 
loss, I would have had to have paid it. 

2201. Chairman.] After Mr. Hines had made some allusion in the private 
committee of the corporation of Dublin to the rent which Mr. Bentley paid, you 
being insufficient, did you engage with Mr. Bentley in any bill transactions which 
induced you to give up all chance of any increase to your monthly rent? — Cer- 
tainly not; Mr. Bentley has on one or two occasions, when I wanted an advance, 
accepted a bill for me, and stopped the receipts to meet it, hut never under any 
other motive than my having asked him to oblige me, and he has obliged me. 

2202. How long did he continue to pay you 61 . a week after Mr. Ilines’s 
interference? — I am paid up to this moment, by bis having accepted a bill for me ; 
the bill will not be due until September. 

2203. You are paid up at the rate of 6/. a week? — Yes. 

2204. Shall you continue to take 61 . a week from Mr. Bentley? — Certainly. 

2205. After the bill becomes due ? — Yes, I think so. 

2206. After the bill transaction is concluded ? — I do not think he will refuse it 
to me. 

2207. Was the agreement entered into between you and Bentley made at a 
dinner after Mr. Hines had spoken to the corporation about the insufficiency of 
the rent he paid you ? — Mr. Bentley invited me to dine, and also Mr. Finley, who 
was the other officer of the sale-room ; it was there I made the arrangement. 

2208. And that arrangement holds good still ? — It has held good up to this 
moment, notwithstanding the accommodation 1 have lately received from Bentley ; 
I beg leave to explain that those bills were merely an advance; I drew on 
Mr. Bentley for what sum I might want, and I allowed him to hold back the 
weekly payments to meet the bill ; but there was neither increase or decrease in the 
thing, good, bad or indifferent. 

2209. Though you considered your private agreement for 3^. sacred, yet you 
continue to receive 61 . a week? — So long as he pays it to me. 

2210. Do you think that he will continue to pay you 61 . a week, after your 
declaration here that you consider yourself bound by your private agreement to ask 
him for only 3/. a week ? — I considered myself bound at the time for 3/. ; it was not 
my asking to increase it, but now having it increased, it remains so. 

0.88^ q 2 2211. Mr, 
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221 1. Mr. Ponsonby.] Is Mr. Bentley’s office recognised by the corporation? — 
It is under an Act of Parliament that I appoint Mr. Bentley. 

2212. Does Mr. Bentley hold an office under the corporation, or does he merely 
hold a private appointment under you ? — I consider him my deputy. 

2213. He is your officer? — Yes. 

2214. His salary would be according to your pleasure? — Exactly. 

2215. Then the corporation has nothing whatever to do with his salary ? — It is 
recognised that I have the power to appoint a deputy, and I have appointed 
Mr. Bentley as my deputy ; he holds it by the same tenure as I do ; so long as I 
hold the office, he does. 

2216. He holding an office under you, has had his emolument fixed by the 
corporation ? — His emolument is casual ; it depends upon the amount of sales. 
The power that is given me to appoint him is derived from the corporation. 

2217. You did not appoint Mr. Bentley by any right which is in the corpora- 
tion of Dublin, but under the Act of Parliament? — Under the Act of Parliament. 

2218. Then, so far as he is your deputy, he is only your deputy under the Act, 
not under the corporation? — I conceive, as I hold under the corporation, he is still 
my deputy under my appointment by the corporation ; he is a member of the 
common council also. 

2219. He is not appointed by the corporation ? — No. 

2220. But by you, as deriving your power under a special Act of Parliament? 
— Yes, exactly so; which, of course, is conferred on me by the corporation. 

2221. What is the name of the sword-bearer? — William Henry Finley. 

2222. Has not Mr. Bentley discontinued paying him 61 . a week for the last six 
weeks ; does he not only pay him 3/. ? — That is all he pays him ; and Mr. Bentley 
threatens to do the same with me; I do not know whether he .will or not. 

2223. Mr. Ponsonby.] When Mr. Bentley was appointed by you, was it on the 
understanding he was to hold the office as long as you did? — Yes ; Mr. Bentley 
had been so long in the office, and had always conducted it so well, that I was 
recommended to appoint him ; and I found him most correct and most honourable 
in every transaction. 

2224. You did not consider the corporation had any thing to do with the 
appointment ? — I had full power to do it ; they left it to myself to make wlmt 
private agreement with him I thought proper. 

2225. Chairman.] Did you try, some time after the appointment, to get some 
other person to hold the office, and did you find there was no other person who was 
willing to give you a larger sum than that which Bentley offered ? — I never 
asked any individual, because having previously known Mr. Bentley, I conceived 
I could not be in safer hands. 

2226. Mr. Hutton.] Did you write a letter, in January last, to Mr. Long of 
Cork, a pawnbroker there ? — Yes. 

2227. Is that the letter? — It is. 

■[The following Letter was then put in.] 

Dear Sir, Dublin, 19 January 1838. 

I am in receipt of the 16th instant, relative to the attack about to be made on the pawn- 
brokers of Ireland by the petition of Mr. Barrington, presented to Parliament by Lord 
Clements, calling for an inquiry into the system to which I was quite alive, and you have 
only anticipated my intention of addressing the members of the trade on this very important 
subject ; as I am quite aware that any alteration in the present mode of conducting the 
business will not be of use to the interest of the. public, but will be fatally destructive to the 
pawnbrokers of Ireland. Under all the circumstances of the case, I am determined to use 
any exertion in my power to protect them ; and as my interest is also concerned, I have 
determined to proceed to London, on the 6th of next month, for our mutual benefit ; and to 
have a person to watch the movements of those who are seeking to establish alterations 
uncalled for, is absolutely necessary : I therefore offer my best services, and will, at all 
times, attend to any communication from the trade ; and, on my arrival there, will forward 
you my address, together with all the information I can by possibility obtain. I have my 
reason to expect I will be able to procure the support of many influential Members of Par- 
liament, both in the Upper and Lower House, who, I trust, will endeavour to see justice done 
to all parties. My residence in London will be attended with expense, and as I may have 

pccasion 
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occasion to consult professional men, I expect that every pawnbroker in Ireland will con- Mr J J But! 
tribute to enable me to be placed in a position to meet any difficulty that may arise. 

Requesting your reply, believe me, my dear Sir, very truly yours, * Jime ig g 

J dim Judldn Butler. 

P.S — My son, who had the pleasure of so recently seeing you in Cork, has left town for 
Belfast, to call a meeting of the trade on the subject I have written on ; when he returns he 
will have great pleasure in furnishing you with the list of the members of the trade you 
require. J 

William Long, Esq. J. J. B. 

(Addressed, in haste, Mr. William Long, Mallow-lane, Cork.) 



2228. Among those persons to whom new licenses were granted in Cork, the 
first two, Jane Bennett and Henry Bible, they are entered in the list as if they had 
given new securities ; the names of the securities are the same as the former ones ; 
have you charged them for the register of new securities ?— Certainly not ; I am 
sure I did not; it was my son transacted it, and I am confident he did not’do any 
such thing. Twenty-four was the only ones that were annually registered. 

2229. Mr. Reddington.] You cannot make any distinction from this book, between 
those that have paid for registering and those that have not ? — Except so far as 
where the new security corresponds with the old. 

2230. It is only surmise, on your part, that persons have not paid for bein® 

re-registered ? — I am confident they have not. ® 

2231. Mr. Hutton.'] Why do you require those persons to have new certificates, 
when the securities are the same as they had been before, and their certificates, of 
course, had been in existence previous to this time? — I really cannot answer that 
question more than as I said before, it was to make the book regular; they 
were probably registered by the late marshal. 

2232. Then it appears, though their securities were in existence and regular, 
that a fresh fee was demanded for them ?— No fresh fee was demanded, that I 
know of. 

2233. In some cases, the name of the third security is not entered in those 
which have been re-registered ; can you account for that ?— No, I cannot. 

2234. There is a fresh date of license put to these, as if they had been re- 
licensed, when it appears the former securities and former licenses were in 
existence; that is a point I want to have accounted for?— As far as 1 can account 
for them, I will ; I am sure no fee was demanded for bringing them forward • I 
will produce my son, who transacted the business, and I dare say he will be able 
to bear me out in my opinion on the subject. 

2235. Then why make a fresh entry, as if they were re-registered, if that were 
not the case ?— To make the book regular. 

223d. Ihe statement you now make, does it agree with the statement made in 
your book ?— There are only 24 of the town clerks ; all I can say is, the only parties 
that re-registered are those returned from the town clerk. 

2237. Then why not bring forward, in your book, the date of the old license?— 
It is in the other part of the book. 

2238. But in this ? — I cannot account for that. 

2239. This book is headed, “ Revised and Corrected the 20th September 1837 
there appears to be no revisal or correction of several of the persons under that 
head ; how can you reconcile that ? — I reconcile it thus : there was no certificate 
taken out for them, because they were previously registered in the town clerk’s 
office in Cork and in my books. 

2240. Then why enter it here P— I cannot tell ; my son did it for me. 

2241. Mr. Reddington.] You cannot speak with certainty, not having been there, 
and not having transacted the business yourself? — I think it is strong corroborative 
proof, by the return of 24, by the town clerk being registered. 



0.88. 
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Veneris, 8° die Junii, 183 S. 



MEMBERS PRESENT : 

Mr. Young. I Sir William Somerville. 

Mr. Roche. Mr. Corry. 

Mr. Hutton. I Mr. Beamish. 

LORD VISCOUNT CLEMENTS, in the Chair. 



Mr. John Judkin Butler, called in ; and Examined. 



2242. Chairman.] YOU stated yesterday, that except in one case where two 
guineas were paid, you never took more than one guinea from any pawnbroker in 
Ireland ; do you adhere to that statement?— I do not recollect having got more ; 
there might have been 30s. got in one or two cases, but beyond that for a license it 
never went higher. 

2243. I am alluding to the monthly returns ? — I have in one or two instances 
got 30 s. from some. 

2244. In the return you received in 1837 from Francis Gray, a pawnbroker at 
Market-hill, there is a memorandum in Gray’s hand-writing, stating that with the 

return he encloses 1 /. 5s. as your fee; are there many such instances as that? 

Very few ; as I said before, I never made a demand ; it was a regulation they 
made themselves. 0 J 

2245. Here is a return from Anne Brunton Ennis, in which a bank order for 
1 1 . 10 s. was sent you ; did you receive the money ? — I did. 

2246. For a return for which only 12 5. is allowed bv law?— That is the regula- 
tion they made among themselves, and that is the way it was when I got the oliice. 

2247. That is the regulation the pawnbrokers made among themselves? — Yes- 
it was what my predecessor was in the habit of getting ; I never made a demand. ’ 

2248. Have you any document to prove that was the regulation they made 

among themselves ?— I have no documents to prove it, but I have always under- 
stood it to be the case. J 



2249. -Ur Roche.] Is it not strange they should make an arrangement to their 
own disadvantage, to increase their own expenses r-There was not one bat what 
was aware ot what the Act mentioned. 

2250. Sir William Somerville.] Yon were .aware of what theAct mentioned?— Yes, 

... 225 ’-, ( r. an y°“ inform the Committee the precise number of persons who made 
this regulation, and those who did not adhere to it ?— I cannot, but there are very 
few ; in fact, all I can say on the point is, as I said before, it was the way my pre, 
decessor was paid ; I never made any demand beyond demanding my fees, and 
thev sent those sums. 0 J 



n ^ 252 ; Chairman.] I” *e list of pawnbrokers for 1836 and 1837, you return 
Deboiah Ann Roe at Ballinasloe, but, from the return of the county treasurer, 
no security seems to have been lodged for Deborah Roe ?_It is Iod-ed fo 
.La ward Roe. n 



reelsfer'o?” "a , auth , ont / d,d 7 °“ P Ia « the name of Deborah Roe on the 
Zt r , ^ nbr0ke ?- 1 an ! “ 0t r re ’ 1 sho “ ,d like 10 refer t° the hooks, as 
Xol\ T Z L y 1 Can T ab0Ut *• [The Witnm “> the Resister 

JJook . J 1 do not see any such name. 5 

i8?6 54 'r^!i er nnP mt0 l, ttieb00k!— she seem s registered here, 1 6th March 
1836. I can only say here is entered Ann Deborah Roe, and here are her secu- 

J.™ P oslti?e , *at 1 [received them, and I am positive I have 
the certificate on which I granted it at home. r 

2255. That is to say, you received the fees, but did not inquire whether the 
treasurer had given the certificate or not?— I am sure I got the certificate other- 
wise I would not have given the license. “ 9 

2256- By the return sent in from Mr. John O’Hara, treasurer of the county of 

Galway, 
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Galway, it appears that Edward Roe is the only person whose securities are 
lodged with him [Handing the return to the Witness ] ? — Are the securities men- 
tioned here? 

2257. Yes? — In my book Edward Roe appears as one of the securities for 
Deborah Roe. 

2258. Are you aware that Edward Roe has since become a publican, and that 
Deborah Roe’s name has been put into the register, for the purpose of avoiding the 
penalty upon a pawnbroker acting as a publican ? — I know nothing at all about it, 
and I never heard ; I can write for this certificate, and set this matter right ; they 
may have imposed on me, hut this would not have appeared on the register if I had 
not received a certificate to that effect. 

22 59 ' 0 ° the back of Deborah Roe’s return there is marked “ fee, one guinea ; 
arrears of fees, a guinea;” did you receive two guineas from her? — If it is there, 
of course I did ; one for the license, one for the returns. 

2260. It is not marked for license but for return ?— It says on this, “ for license.” 

2261. Sir William Somerville .] Is that the legal fee for a license ?— One pound 
is the fee. 



2262. Chairman.'] The county treasurer reports the sureties of Edward Roe to 
he Timothy Murray, Patrick Hughes and William Kenny ; but in your book, 
Patrick Hughes is omitted, and Edward lloe is inserted as a surety ; what authority 
had you to register Edward Roe as one of the sureties for his wife?— On the 
authority that I received. 

2263. That authority is derived from the county treasurer? — Then I must of 
course have been imposed upon. 

2264. Mr. Young.] You did not think it necessary to make inquiry? — I always 
grant the license on receiving the town clerk or county treasurer’s certificate. 

2265. Chairman .] The Act of Parliament requires the pawnbroker residing 
in the town, to lodge his bonds with the town clerk, and if in the country, with the 
county treasurer, and to produce from one or the other of those officers certificates 
to you ; would you consider yourself warranted to register a pawnbroker who 
lodged his bonds not with the town clerk or with the county treasurer, but with 
some other officer? — I never have received an instance of the kind, and never 
heard an instance of the kind. 

22G6. Have you not, within the last few weeks, registered three pawnbrokers 
in Newry on the certificate of the bonds being lodged with the seneschal of that 
town ?— ' Yes; in getting the seneschal’s certificate to that effect; Mr. Glenny is 
the officer who always now transacts that business for the town of Newry. 

2267. I thought you said you required it invariably from the treasurer or the 
town clerk ? — I should have said as the case may be ; the seneschal is the officer 
who always acts in Newry for that purpose. 

2268. Is there not a town clerk at Newry ?— I do not know. 

2269. •^ re you n °t aware the seneschal is not a certifying officer of pawn- 
brokers bonds, and that if they were made payable to him or deposited with him 
they could not be enforced under the Act?— I do not know it at all ; but I know 
the seneschal of Newry has been the person invariably since I was in the office, 
and, as 1 understand before, who always certified for those people. 

2270. Sir William Somerville.] You never looked into the Act of Parliament 
to make yourself acquainted vvith the fact?— I know it was the town clerk or 
treasurer; but I conceived the seneschal came under the same power. 

2271. You conceived the office of seneschal was tantamount to that of town 
clerk in other towns ?■ — Yes ; and I will tell you a circumstance which makes me 
sure he was the person who had the power : in the last election for Newry he was 
treated as the town clerk as having possession of the poll-book. 

2272. The reason is, you were not aware what the provisions of the Act were, 
as you stated just now ; but you thought the office of seneschal was the same 
thing as town clerk? — Yes. 

2273. Then you were aware of it? — I was aware he was always the person who 
acted; that when there was no town clerk, he was the person that I always 
received the certificate from. 



2274. I understood you to say you did not know just now the provisions of the 
know the provisions very well; but I conceived the seneschal, where 
there was no town clerk, was tantamount, and he has always been so considered. 
22 75 - Chairman .] You stated yesterday, when a new bond was given to 
0, ®8. q 4 replace 
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replace a single security that had dropped, that in that case you never, by any 
accident, charged more than 5s. fee? — Never. 

2276. And which you admitted was all you were authorized to charge by law. 
In the letter you have received from the seneschal of Newry, in the case of White- 
head, of Newry, you have omitted to tear off this back of the letter, he having 
notified to you he had sent up 1 1., which was for the renewal of a single secu- 
rity ; how do you account for your having received 1 1 . in that case [Handing the 
letter to the Witness .] ? — All I ever demanded was a crown ; I cannot account for 
that being sent, except it was at their own option. 

2277. Sir William Somerville.] If you receive more than you are entitled to by 
law, you never return anything back? — Never; they are all perfectly aware or 
what they had to give me. 

2278. Mr. Roclie.] Can you assign a motive for their gratuitous liberality ? — 
Indeed, I cannot; only they conceive the thing is so very small; I. believe that 
was their feeling. 

2279. Are they relieved from any inconvenience or trouble in consequence of 
their overpaying you ? — Certainly not. 

2280. Chairman .] Is it not possible that when they sent you 1 /., instead of 12s., 
they may conceive that you would be less careful in inquiring into the correctness 
of the returns which they are desired to furnish you? — Upon my word, I believe 
they had no such idea. There is no part of my duty I take greater pains in than 
to obtain the returns ; as I think will be seen by reference to the books, looking at 
the few that were returned before I took to the office, and to the great number that 
have been returned since. 

2281. Sir William Somerville.] Did you ever name any particular fee to them 
yourself? — Never. 

2282. Chairman.] You mentioned yesterday one of the benefits which your 
office conferred on the public was, that all pawnbrokers’ sureties were registered by 
the marshal, and that their names could at once be ascertained by reference to the 
marshal, when his register was examined; there are 128 pawnbrokers’ names 
entered in that register, without the name of any one of their securities ; you have 
been now six years in office ; why have you so long neglected to fill up the 
register ?- — That was all that appeared on the books before I got the office ; I could 
not obtain them, for this reason : the old books were kept by my predecessor in 
office so irregularly, that I could make neither head nor tail of them ; I have 
endeavoured to work this out myself as well as I could. 

2283. Then, up to the present time, you admit the register of securities, which 
is defectively kept, could not have been of any advantage to the public ?— I am 
confident they were of advantage to the public ; and those I had not, as a matter 
of course, were registered either with the town clerk, or with the treasurer of the 
county. 

22S4. Then you admit there can be no advantage, in those cases, in registering 
with the marshal, since in those cases the parties must be referred to the treasurer 
or the town clerk ? — VI hy, I ought to have had them all here in the book ; I have 
had them all since I was in office myself. 

2285. Did you receive fees from those 128 persons, notwithstanding the irregu- 
larity in their securities, the same as if they were legally authorized pawnbrokers ? 
— I received them as appearing registered in my books. 

2286. Although, on the face of your books, that register was of no avail, 
evidently, as there are no securities mentioned on the face of that register? — All 
where the omissions appear were before I got the office ; and then the securities 
could be obtained from the town clerk or the county treasurer. 

2287. I find Dora Kingston in 1833 ; John Rooney, 1835 5 Eliza Lynn, 1 S33; 
Faithful Tate, 1836; William Bradford, 1834; James Fitzgerald, 1833; .whose 
securities are not entered ; pray, were not those registered by you since your being 
appointed to vour present office ?— Certainly, if those dates are correct. 

[The Witness examined the Register.] 

2288. Are the dates correct? — The dates are correct; I do not see the sureties 
here ; I cannot account for it. 

2289. Besides the 128 pawnbrokers whose securities are not inserted, there are 
11 others also incomplete; look in your register at the name of Jane Rooney, 
Athy, certified to have commenced business 16th January 1 835 ; what do.you mean 
by entering the remark, “Security not sent?” — Upon my word I cannot account for it. 

2290, You 
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2290. You are prohibited by law from registering any person as a pawnbroker 
who does not previously produce a certificate of security being lodged ; whv did 
you register Rooney ?— Upon my word I do not know any thing at all about it. 

2291. Sir William Somerville .] Is that your hand-writing there ? — It is not. 

2292. Did you charge 1/. to him, for entering his name on the register? I am 

sure he sent 1 /. ; lam confident that the certificate of this is forthcoming and of 
all of them. 0 

2293. The names of all those persons are written in the book, although the 

securities are not entered ? — Y es. ° 

2294* Are any of those names in your own hand-writing? — No. 

2295. Chairman .] How is it the mark occurs in the book, “ Securities not sent,” 

when you are confident that the certificate is forthcoming? — Upon my word 
I cannot account for it. J 

2296. Mr. Roche.] Who made that entry ? — My son. 

2297. Chairman.'] Will you turn to the name of James Fitzgerald, entered 
October 1833, in your book, with the remark, “ Securities are not sent:” why did 
you register him ?— I cannot account for it. 

2298. Sir William Somerville .] Is that in your hand-writing ?— It is not. 

2299. Chairman .] As the Act of Parliament requires, positively, three securities 
for each pawnbroker, explain why you have entered a less number, in the follow- 
ing instances : Clonmel ; Richard Shannavan, two securities. Callan ; Michael 
Lynch, two securities. Lurgan; Matthew Wells, two securities. Mallow; Mau- 
rice O Connell, two securities. Tralee ; Thomas Burton, one security ? — As to 
Richard Shanavan, of Clonmel, that occurred before I was in the office. 

2300. Matthew Wells, of Lurgan, commenced in 1837, did he not?— Yes; I 
have the entry, and of course I got a certificate of three ; but how it is that the 
other name does not appear here, I cannot tell. 

2301. Sir William Somerville .] Is that your son’s hand-writing ?— It is. 

2302. Is there any of your hand-writing in that book ?— Very few entries. 

2303. Did you ever look over the book before ? — I have. 

2304. Did you ever at all, before you came into this room, look into the book ? 
— Yes. 

2305- You were not aware of any of these inaccuracies ?— No, indeed : I did 
not attend to it. 

2306. Chairman.] You cannot account for cases, in which two securities only 
are entered, but you presume in cases where two securities are entered, three have 
been really returned? — That is my impression. 

2307. How came you to accept, as valid, a certificate from the town clerk of 
Belfast, that the securities of three pawnbrokers in Ballymena had been lodged 
with him, when they should have been lodged with the county treasurer of the 
county of Antrim, and that in 1835 and 1836? — I see that was the late town clerk 
of Belfast, Henry Fergusson ; I see, that in November 1831, there was one certified 
by Mr. Fergusson, and the other two by me. 

2308. Why did you register a pawnbroker on the certificate of the town clerk 
of Belfast, when the law directed you should take the certificate of the county 
treasurer of the county of Antrim ? — Belfast is in Antrim ; whether that was the 
reason I did it I do not know. 

2309. Is Ballymena within the jurisdiction of Belfast?— I cannot exactly 
answer that question ; it appears here, Mr* Fergusson was always in the habit of 
certifying for Ballymena before I got into office, and I took his certificate, con- 
ceiving he was the proper officer. 

2310. The law directs security should be lodged with the county treasurer, and 
not with the town clerk of Belfast ; was Mr. Fergusson town clerk of Belfast, the 
agent who collected your fees ? — Yes. 

2311. Might it not have been on that account that you were less strict with 
people who obtained a certificate from him, instead of from the proper officer?— 
Certainly not ; Mr. Fergusson was too high-minded a man (he is dead now) to do 
any thing of that description, and I never contemplated any such idea. 

2312. He was employed by you as your agent? — He had been in the habit of 
receiving the fees for my predecessor in office, and he collected them for me ; and 
he never charged me any thing, except giving his clerk a crown for his trouble. 

23 j 3. Were you not aware that bonds, payable to the town clerk of Belfast, would 
be ot no avail, in cases where the pawnbroker was acting for the town of Bally- 
mena, and that it would be contrary to the Act of Parliament? — It certainly 

°- 83 . h .ought 
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ought to have been, according to the strict letter of the law, from the county trea- 
surer ; I know there was a Mr. Fergusson, treasurer for some of the northern coun- 
ties ; and I have certificates signed by him, but for what county I cannot tell ; 
whether it is the same or not, I cannot say. Ballymena is in the county of Antrim, 
I believe. 

2314. Are you aware that the treasurer of the county of Antrim is Mr. Alexander 
Miller? — No, I am not; if he is, it will depend upon how long he has been 
treasurer. 

2315. It appears from your book, Susan Barret, who commenced business at 
Cahir Civeen, made her bonds payable to the town clerk of Tralee, and deposited 
them with him instead of the county treasurer of Kerry ; why did you not check 
this irregularity? — I do not know. 

2316. You cannot account for it? — No, I cannot, really. 

2317. In looking over the returns made to you by the pawnbrokers in 1837, 
please to explain why you accepted the returns without signatures from the follow- 
ing persons: Jane Bailey, Athy; D. Roe, Ballynasloe ; J. Sheales, Belfast; Eliza 
Lynn, Belfast; J. Neile, Belfast ; F. Tate, Belfast; J. Bailie, Ballyshannon; Ann 
Howard, Cork; M. Shanahoe, Carrick-on-Suir ; J. Fisher, Cootehill ; M. Wil- 
liams, Kinsale ; E. Homan, Limerick; J. Parker, Limerick; J. Slattery, Lismore; 
J. Boyd, Newry ; J. Mills, Newtown-Hamilton ; C. M'Master, Omagh; J. Slat- 
tery, Tullow. 1 always looked at that as an unintentional error, because they 
were always enclosed in a letter to me, bearing their signatures ; some of them are 
very ignorant persons ; through mistake or ignorance they had not signed. I took 
the pains of explaining to them where they were to sign. 

2318. Ifyoudonot examine into the correctness of the return, and if you 
accept them as sent in, signed or not signed, of what use can these returns be ? — 
I considered it was tantamount to a signature those persons enclosing that in their 
letters; I am sure there was no intention of fraud or disposition on their part 
intended. 

2319. You stated yesterday, you never received your fees in advance; among 
the pawnbrokers’ returns handed in, you have omitted to tear off the half sheet of 
one of them to which you now allude, and on which your letter to the pawn- 
broker is written, and which is as follows : 



Marshal of Dublin’s Office. — All letters to this office must be post paid. 

Dublin, December 20, 1837. 

Dear Sir, ... 62. Upper Gardiner-street. 

The annual period having arrived at which it becomes my duty, as register of the pawn- 
brokers of Ireland, to prepare a return to the House of Commons, of the amount of business 
of each office throughout the kingdom, I take leave again to call your attention to the 
subject. 

On the last occasion I transmitted a form of return to the trade, which produced such a 
very satisfactory result, that I am again induced to repent it. 

I have now to impress upon you that a perseverance in the same strict line of duty, is the 
surest method of continuing to the trade the benefits resulting from the present form of legis- 
lation. I have, therefore, annexed a blank form, which you will be good enough to fill up 
and transmit to me, with my fees, previous to the 10th of January next. 

I have the honour to be, dear Sir, 

Your obedient humble servant, 

John Judhin Butler, 

Marshal and R egister. 

P. S.— I will feel obliged by your letting me know the names of the pawnbrokers at 
present in business in your town. 



And by way of answer from John Rooney, pawnbroker, Athy, I find the fol- 
lowing note : 

Sir, 

I HAVE sent your fees per MissTurton, for which I hold your receipt of the 1st of 
December 1837, for the ensuing year. 

‘ „ (Signed for J. J. Butler) W.W. Butler. 

Athy, December 21, 1837. 



How do you account for having been paid in advance in that instance?— I cannot 
account for it in any way, except they paid me, unsolicited, in advance ; sometimes, 
when they are in town, they may leave it with me, to save them the trouble of 
sending it up ; but of course it would not be paid at the end of the year again. 

2320. When you stated yesterday, you never received your fees in advance, you 
were in error in that instance? — I had no recollection of a single case of that 

kind ; 
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kind ; I suppose there are not three such cases ; I did not recollect it at the time ; 
to save them the trouble of sending it up, they might have left it at the office for 
me ; they might have paid it then, to save the trouble of sending it up at a future 
time; they would not send it up again. 

2321. On another half sheet, which you have omitted to tear off, I find the 
following note to Mrs. Lawrence : 

My dear Madam, 

I have to beg your attention to the annexed return, which you will prepare and 
forward to me the first week in January. Having particular occasion for money the 
latter end of the month, I have directed Mr. Costello to present my receipt on the 25th 
instant, when I trust you will be prepared to pay the same. 

That is dated October 10th ; if you send for the returns in January, and required 
the money to be paid in October, is not that a payment in advance? — I will 
explain that : the regulation of Limerick was, that they always paid me in 
November ; that is, the twelve months from one November to the other; so I did 
not consider that as paying in advance. 

2322. Then in Limerick it was a system regularly entered into that they should 
always pay three months in advance? — They always paid me in November; the 
end of each November. 

■ 2323. Sir William Somerville.'] Are there any other towns similarly situated 
with Limerick, or is that the only special exception as to paying in advance ? — In 
Cork they pay in November ; either November or December, when I went down 
to Cork, they paid me. 

2324. Is there any other town ? — Not that I recollect. 

2325. Chairman.] Are you not paid in advance by the Dublin pawn- 
brokers ? — N o. 

2326. The return of Samuel Bradford, of Newry, is for a year from the 6th of 

November 1836 to 7th November 1837 ; why did you in the return to Par- 
liament state this man’s returns to be from the 1st of January to the 31st of 

December 1837 ? — I cannot account for that. 

2327. Among your returns from Tuam, is one sent from Bridget Quin, although 

she is not licensed, and has lodged no securities; it is returned by you in your printed 
returns as being sent from John Mangan, although a memorandum at the bottom 
informs you the business is no longer carried on by him ; how do you account for 

that ? — I suppose that she was a relation of his, and at the end of the year she 

transmitted his returns. 

2328. Sir William Somerville.] Have you any reason to suppose so ? — That is 
my idea. 

2329. Chairman.] Do you not see in the form which you have yourself handed 
in, that in the form it is expressed us being the office of the late John Mangan ?— 
I do not know who wrote this ; I do not know from whence this memorandum at 
the bottom of the paper came. 

2330. Did it come into your office in that state? — Yes, certainly, and I should 
have returned it as Mangan instead of Quin ; and that was a mistake ; that is the 
only way I can account for it. 

2331. And Bridget Quin’s name is on the top of that return ? — Yes; I have not 
Bridget Quin’s name on the register. 

2332. Have you not received fees from Bridget Quin?— Of course the fee came 
with the letter. 

2333. You received it, although she was not a licensed pawnbroker, and had 
not legal securities, or been registered as such ? — I received it as for the late John 
Mangan ; I suppose that was it. 

2334. Although the document itself showed that he was no longer in business, 
and that the person doing business had not entered into securities? — I do not know 
how that is ; at the end of the year it was sent up to me in that manner; I had no 
cognizance of his being dead at that time, or of his being out of business. 

2335. Did you sue her for a penalty for carrying on the trade without being duly 
licensed ? — No, I did not; in fact, I do not know any thing at all about it. 

2336. Mr. Young ] You found the business carried on in the way it is now 
when you came into the office? — It was very carelessly carried on before, and 
I have endeavoured to correct it as well as I could. 

2337. With regard to the fees you allowed it to continue just as it was? — Yes. 

2338. Is not the office considered very much in the light of a sinecure by the 

0.88. ft 2 corporation 
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Mr. J. J. Butler, corporation of Dublin ? — I do not exactly consider it as a sinecure, because we 
- have duties to perform. 

8 June 1838. 2339. Sir William Somerville .] Did you ever receive a fee without a return ? 

Oh, they have occasionally sent fees without returns, and they have sent the returns 
afterwards. 

2340. Chairman .] Have you borrowed money from any of the pawnbrokers of 
Dublin at different times ? — I dare say that I might have borrowed a pound or two 
at a time ; that is all. 

2341. Have you not had bill transactions with some of them ? — With the pawn- 
brokers of Dublin ? 

2342. Yes? — No; only with Mr. Bentley, as I mentioned before. 

2343. Have you not had bill transactions with Mr. Smith ? — Yes ; shortly after 
I came into office Mr. Smith asked me, “ Did I want money,” and he lent me 50/. 
on my note. 

2344. Do you conceive the officer who is to superintend the proceedings of any 
class of men, should be under pecuniary obligations to them? — Why it would be 
better not if they could avoid it ; I could not avoid it, and I pledge myself it 
was not for any sinister or improper motive of hiding or screening them, or doing 
any thing wrong ; I have a very large family, and when I had the office I was 
much distressed, and I had occasion to get assistance ; I did not consider there 
was any thing dishonourable in that ; it was rather unpleasant. 

2345. Does Mr. Smith hold a confidential situation among the pawnbrokers at 
Dublin ? — I understood he was treasurer; I believe his health does not allow him 
to hold it now; there is not a more respectable or a more honourable man in the 
city of Dublin than he is, or a man whose character will better stand the test of 
inquiry. 

2346. Mr. Young. ] Did you repay the 50 /. ?— It is all paid but 12/. 

2347- — It was borrowed with the intention of paying? — Certainly; it was his 
own kind offer. 

2348. Mr. Hutton.] You wrote a letter in January last to Mr. Long, of Cork, 
soliciting pecuniary subscription from him and the other Cork pawnbrokers ? — At 
the time notice was given by Lord Clements in the House of Commons, I did 
think it my duty, for my own interest, to come to London here to watch the pro- 
ceedings ; I conceived naturally any change would hurt me in my office. 

2349. U change was likely to hurt you in your office, do you think that 
a proper ground to call on the pawnbrokers of Cork to remunerate you for coming 
here to take care of the interests of your own office ? — That was my own act 
altogether, and my own feelings on the subject. 

2350. How do you reconcile that with your duties of superintendent of 
pawnbrokers ? — I did not conceive that interfered with my duties ; I thought 
it was a natural anxiety a man would look after his own interest ; but I received 
no money from them. 

2351. It was quite natural you should look after your own interest; the ques- 
tion is, why you should call on the pawnbrokers to pay for it? — All I can say is 
this; it was not through any dishonourable or improper motive, or that I was 
going to hide from or do any thing wrong before this Committee ; that is all I can 
answer. It was a foolish act of mine to do it; beyond that I plead nothing 
more. 

2352. Mr. Young.] I want to ask a question about Hugh Harper, No. 87 ; he 
was registered, it appears, in 1838; the date in Belfast is 16th November 1837; 
was he carrying on business before November 1837 ; can you tell that?— I do not 
exactly know whether that is the individual or not ; but when my son went down 
(and he was there in January and February), he found a great number of the pawn- 
brokers were carrying on the business without having their bonds executed; but 
we then obtained the certificates from the town clerk, and on that their licenses 
were granted. 

2353. By carrying on business in that way, do they not defraud you of your 
tees as well as avoid the Act generally?— We heard nothing at all about it until we 
went down. 

2354. Had they paid the fees when your son went down ? — No, they had not ; 
and I did not know that those persons were in business either. ’ 

23 55- The note to this case here is, “ that Hugh Harper is successor to Henry 

Patterson,” and there is no notice of either of them in 1837 at all ? Of course 

he lodged new bonds, and certificates, or sureties for that. 

2356. And 
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2356. And did he not in the mean time carry on business without bonds s 

Yes, unknown to me. 

2357- Mr. Hutton.'] Did you ever register a pawnbroker on his sending up the 
fee, and stating he had lodged his securities, without any certificate from the proper 
officer, that he had lodged his sureties ?— I have no recollection of it ; there are 
cases here I cannot account for. 

2 358. Refer to Kanturk ; on w hat document did you register Oney Sheahan 
as a pawnbroker? — I find his name in the register, but there is no entry attached 
to it at all. 

2 359 - S' 1 ' William Somerville.] Is he a registered pawnbroker ? — I do not know 
that ; his name is here, that is all I know. 

2360. Are there others who are not registered? — I presume they are; but that 
is nothing more than merely the name. 

2361. Chairman.] In your printed return in 1832, there are no Belfast pawn- 
brokers returned, but in 1833 you return 30; again in 1834 there are none 
returned; but in 1835 you return 23 ; in 1836, there are 30; in 1837, there are 
39 returned; did you receive fees for the years 1832 and 1834, in which there 
were no returns sent?— I have received the fees; I cannot tell whether I received 
them for all ; Mr. Fergusson was a very careless man, and for a few years I did not 
get fees from them all. 

2362. Can you state positively that you did not receive fees in the years 1832 

and 1 834 from the town of Belfast ? — I do not attempt to state any such thing ; I 
did get fees of course, and made exertions, as far as I possibly could, to get the 
returns. ° 

2363. In Dundalk, no pawnbrokers are returned by you in 1832; but in 1833 
you return Christopher Crowe and Patrick M‘Guiness ; in 1834, Patrick M‘Guiness 
is not returned ; but he is in l 835, with another person, called Samuel Bradford, 
stated by you to have been certified only in November 1836, although you return 
him as doing business in 1835 : again, in your return for 1836, you drop Samuel 
Bradford, and insert the name of William Bradford ; can you explain how it is 
that there are no securities entered in your book, for either Samuel Bradford or 
William Bradford, of Dundalk ? — I find, by reference to the register, the sureties 
are not entered. 

2364. How do you account for that ?— -I cannot account for it, as the entry is 

not in my writing. J 

2365. In the printed return sent in by you for the citv of Waterford, there are two- 
pawnbrokers in 1832, 13 in 1833, none in 1834, 20 in 1835, three in 1836, and 24 

in 1837 ; how is it you have not enforced returns from all of them every year? 

I endeavoured by writing, as far as I possibly could, to get them. 

2366. Although you did not receive the returns, did you invariably receive the 
fees ? — Yes ; Mr. Irwin, who oollected them, sent them to me. 

2367. In your printed return, you give the Committee no pawnbrokers for the 
town of Wexford, in 1832; one in 1833, and in 1834, 1835 and 1836 one is still 
returned: in 1837, you return three pawnbrokers, all of whom had been several 
years in business; how do you account for that?— I cannot account for it, any more 
than they did not send them to me; I sent the circular to them all at the end of the 
year, enforcing and begmng them to send it to me. 

2368. Mr. Hution .] Have you been lately endeavouring to persuade the Dublin 
pawnbrokers to pay you an advance for the year 183,9, as a compounded sum for 
serving notices of sale ? — I got from a few of them an advance ; in fact they lent 
me some money on a deposit of a policy of insurance. 

2369. You applied to them to advance their payments for their notices of sale 
for the year 1839? — Yes; but I have repaid it ail since; just before I left Dublin, 

I deposited a policy of insurance with Mr. Welch; I suppose I had not the money 
more than three weeks or a month, and 1 repaid it. 

2370. As you have a payment for each notice, how could you know by anticipa- 
tion the number of notices required ? — They pay me so much a year for it; in 
fact, in that business you are alluding to, they lent me the money on my depositing, 
a policy of insurance; I have repaid it since, and got back the policy of 
insurance. 

2371. That is, you being a person to control the acts of pawnbrokers, apply to 
them for an advance, and secure them by policies of insurance, and repay it after- 
wards? — Yes, they lent me money, and I secured them by a policy of insurance 
for 1,500/. ; I had not the loan of the money more than three weeks or a. month. 

°.88. r 3 2372. Are 
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2372. Are you aware that all the fees authorized by the Pawnbroking Act were 
in Irish currency? — Yes. 

2373. Have you received them in that currency? — Very few. 

2374. You have received them in the advanced British currency? — They have 
always sent them, as I stated before; I never made a demand ; it was a regulation 
in the office, and I continued to receive them as such. 

2375. You have received in British currency what you should have been paid 
in Irish currency ? — I received always British currency, except in a very few 
instances they sent in Irish. 



Mr. William Brophy, called in ; and Examined. 

2376. Chairman .] ARE you a pawnbroker? — I am. 

2377. Where? — George-street, Dublin. 

2378. Are you secretary to the Society of Pawnbrokers, in Dublin?— I act in 
that capacity sometimes. 

2379. Pray, can you state whether you have suffered any loss by the marshal 
not having served notices of the sale of a forfeited pledge, when the notice had 
been sent to him for that purpose?— Not the present marshal, I have not ; I have 
by Mr. Stanley, who died. 

2380. Will you state the particulars of the case? — It was a cloak a woman 
had pawned with me, and, as the notice was not served on her, she summoned 
me, and the alderman ordered me to pay for it. 

2381. Did not a similar occurrence take place about two years ago? — A 
circumstance of that sort was very near occurring, but it did not go the whole 
length; that is to say, I served a sheet of notices on Mr. Butler. When we have 
a number of notices to serve we serve 40 or 50 at a time on a sheet, and I served 
a sheet of those notices on Mr. Butler; and it specified that in a certain number 
of days after those notices are served, we are entitled by the Act of Parliament to 
sell the goods; I sold the goods accordingly, and a person came to me to release 
an article; I told him the article was sold: he asked me when it was sold, and 
I told him ; showed him the sale-book, and showed him the entry of it ; wherein, 
to the best of my recollection at this moment, I did not get my principal, losing 
all the interest and auctioneer s fees. The man, seeing that in the book, was 
somewhat appeased ; but there was a good deal of grumbling, and so on : he 
told me he ought to have received a notice ; I told him 1 did notice it : lie said he 
had not received it, and that he would summons me ; upon which I went to 
Mr. Butler’s office, and saw one of his sons there. Previous to my serving these 
notices on Mr. Butler, I keep a copy of the notices myself, for my own satisfaction, 
and hie it. I brought my copy in my hand, and saw his son, and asked him to see 
the sheet of notices of such a date, that I served upon him ; it was lying on his 
desk: he said, “ It is here.” “ What is the reason it has not been served?” 
1 said. He said he did not know. “ Here is a person going to summons me for 
an article, and if I have to pay for it I shall have to look to your father to pay it.” 
He made some sort of excuse, and said they should be served immediately ; Isaid, 

it is too late ; the goods were sold a fortnight ago.” 

^l 0 r W was ^ aI ^ rom ^ le date your having sent the notice to be 
served by Mr. Butler?— It was fully a month; the goods had been sold above a 
fortnight, when the man applied to me that he ought to receive notice, which he had 
not received, and for which I should have had to pay had he summoned me; 
he did not bring the sale-book. 

2383. Did you find many other notices in Mr. Butler’s office, still not served ?- 

o, I never did ; I only speak of my own sheet of notices ; it was no business of 
mine to refer to other people’s sheets. 

2384 Do you suppose that his serving of notices is often useful to the public? 
-INo, 1 think it is the reverse ; it leaves the public open, or us, to a great deal of 
annoyance, if they choose ; the people move about in so many different situations, 
from place to place, that it is an evasion of the notices being served ; they cannot 
be served, and then they annoy us. 

2385. Mr. Hvtton.'] It was not one single notice only which you refer to was 
omitted to be served, but the whole sheet of notices, which contained 30 or 40 
notices was omitted to be served r-Just so ; and had I been summoned on every 
one, 1 should have had to pay. 

2386. Have the pawnbrokers at Dublin a common fund to defend themselves 

against 
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against any prosecutions that may he brought against them ’—They have a fund 
for such a purpose, I believe. 

2387. What is the probable amount of the fund ?— We pay such a trifling thing • 
J do not think it ever amounted to any thing more than perhaps 60/. or 70/. or 
100/. We pay so little, and when we meet, any little entertainment we have is 
taken out ot it, that it could not amount to any thing; we think ourselves suffi- 
ciently capable of defending ourselves at the moment in case any thing occurs • 
but such a thing has never occurred. 

2388. Did you ever pay people gratuities on condition of dropping prosecutions, 
and not lodging informations against pawnbrokers in Dublin I never knew such 
a thing in my life. 

2389. Did you send circular letters as secretary to the Dublin pawnbrokers a 

few months ago, to all the pawnbrokers in Ireland, requesting them to send up 
subscriptions to defend the pawnbrokers before this Committee? — Not for the pur- 
pose of defending the pawnbrokers before the Committee, but any expense there 
might be necessary attending the formation of any new Bill that might be brought 
in for that purpose. 6 

239°. Mr. Beamish .] Resulting from the inquiry before this Committee ? 

Nothing as to the Committee, but, should it be necessary, to employ counsel on the 
Bill being before the House. 

2391. Why did you presume there was to be a Bill before the House?— -We 
heard so. 

2392. Chairman.'] How much money did you subscribe or receive ?— -There 
were very few sent up subscriptions to us ; perhaps some 50 /., or some trifle 
under 50 L 

2393. How much did the Dublin pawnbrokers contribute? — For necessary 
expenses they were to have subscribed 5/. each, but they did not subscribe more 
than half of that; and there is none of that sum been expended yet. 

2394 - Are the Dublin pawnbrokers in the habit of charging interest on sums 
under 1 5. ? — I believe they are. 

2 395 - D° they charge 1 d. a month interest when the sum advanced is 2^? — 
They do, when it comes to 2 s. 

2396. Do you often sell forfeited pledges without sending them to any auctioneer? 

We do, trifling things ; things that I have had to bring back from auction, that 

would not bring perhaps half the money lent; we are taken in sometimes. 

2397. Have you ever sold 30 l. or 40/. worth of pledges to Dublin and country 
dealers at the time, without bringing them to auction ? — Never. 

2398. When a man of the name of Galbraith conducted your business, was he 
accused of having taken in stolen goods frequently ? — Never ; never to my know- 
ledge, and I ought to know it. 

2399. Not before the magistrates ? — Such a thing as a person getting into those 
bad houses which infest our neighbourhood, where they might lose their coat or 
their waistcoat, or something of that sort, such a thing as that might have been 
taken in the hurry of the business ; it was always my desire no such' thing should 
occur at my establishment; but such things will creep in, when there are a number 
of persons at your counter annoying you to do business quickly. 

2400. Was there a person of the name of Cox in the Police-office,, who was 
ever paid by you or the pawnbrokers a gratuity for his services, in preventing pro- 
secutions ? — Never knew him to receive a shilling in my life, nor any one else con- 
nected with that establishment, nor any other establishment for any such purpose. 

2401. Do you think it would be practical for the Dublin pawnbrokers to give 
notice of the precise day of sale to the pledger if he called to inquire, instead of 
serving a notice upon him in the form which is at present adopted? — Certainly it 
would ; I think the present system is a very abusive system : from the circum- 
stance of serving a notice, one would suppose there were some consequences 
attached to the matter, and, therefore, under such circumstances, it would be 
better, that if notices were at all to be served, that it should be by the most osten- 
sible person in whose possession the property is, that is, the pawnbroker, and 
make him accountable himself, and himself only, if he did not serve that notice. 

2402. Do you think that they could adopt the form of duplicate, which. has 
been recommended by Mr. M'Call, pawnbroker, of Lisburn — [The Witness reads 
the same, described m Answer , No. 1121] ? — Yes, I think it could be adopted, and 
A see nothing wrong in it. 

2403. Is there any thing else you can state to the Committee, with reference to 
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Mr. the object of this inquiry ? — There are a few things I would wish to suggest ; as I 
William Brophy, think they would be an improvement to the business, and would be a convenience 

to the pawnbrokers also. I should say, first, an extension of the hours for keeping 

8 June 1838. 0 p en t j, e s k 0 p . some pawnbrokers wish the hours to be from eight o’clock in the 
morning, and others wish it from nine o’clock ; but I think, to take the whole year 
round, the hours should be from nine in the morning to seven in the evening. 

2404. Mr. Hutton .] Don't you think if the pawnbrokers’ shops were opened 
early in the morning, there would be a great facility for pawning goods that mi«ht 
have been stolen during the night? — That is the reason 1 would suggest nine 
o'clock, in preference to eight o’clock ; because, all that is necessary is, for me- 
chanical men to raise a shilling or two for his family before he goes to his labour ; 
being now ten o’clock, it causes many a poor man to lose a quarter of a day. 
With regard to serving notices, I would have them either inserted in the newspaper 
or on the pawnbroker’s window, and in a conspicuous place in the office, which- 
ever the Committee might think to be the most correct way. I think the auction- 
duty ought to be taken off, because persons having to pawn property, 1 con- 
sider that is equivalent to bankrupt property, and they ought to have the benefit of 
it the same as all bankrupts ; that is, when it becomes forfeited, for a person must 
be literally a bankrupt, or they would redeem their property. The next suggestion 
I have to make is, that it would be proper to dispose of the goods, under 10 s., 
lent at the discretion of the pawnbroker, according to the English Act. 

2405. Without any notice or auction?— Yes; I should suggest there should be 
an extension of the privilege of lending sums above 10/., with a proper rate of 
interest, according to whatever the discretion of the Committee would suppose to 
be right, and a period, also limited, for selling such articles ; at present we are 
compelled to keep as long as the party pleases, and for twenty years, if they please, 
to the prejudice of the articles. 

2406. Have you any other suggestions to make ? — I think all summonses should 
be decided by the police magistrates, instead of being decided at a place they 
call the Court of Conscience, in Coppinger-row ; a place literally without any 
conscience. 

2407- W hat court is that? — That is a court the lord mayor is connected with. 

2408. Have you any other recommendation? — There is a great necessity of 
having a privilege of taking in pawns later of a Saturday evening, because mecha- 
nical people want to exchange goods for Sunday; a man may fancy wearing 
a body-coat on. Sunday, and may wish to leave his top-coat for it, and so on. 

2409. Are there any other recommendations you would suggest? — I have been 
told it was the opinion of the Committee that all goods should be kept twelve 
months ; it is my decided opinion that the pawnbrokers of Dublin will meet with 
very great destruction and ruin if they are not allowed to dispose of small miserable 
rags as they do now; that is, from six to nine, and from nine to twelve months; 
small things, as have 8 cl. or 1 s. lent on them. 

2410. But if they gave notice to the pledger that they intended to sell the 
article at the expiration of six months, do you think the pawnbroker ought to 
have any right to charge more than six months’ interest, if he chose, notwith- 
standing that notice to keep the article longer than six months? — I would certainly 
submit to take the one against the other; that is, if it was kept over, and vou 
thought it would pay you better, that the pawnbroker should not be allowed" to 
charge any further interest for it beyond the time specified on the duplicate; I 
would recommend the Committee particularly to be kind enough to put that in. 

24U. Are you quite certain that you never paid Mr. Thomas Prout of the 
1 own Clerk s Office any thing for services rendered bv him in the Recorder’s 
Court whenever any person was tried for pawning stolen "goods, in order to their 
being returned to the pawnbroker instead of to the owner?— Never; I never knew 
him to receive the least gratuity in any shape or wav whatever, either from 
myselt or any other person connected with our trade. 

2412. Pray, did Mr. Patrick Campbell, of Townshend-street, pawnbroker, 
advance money to Ross. Cox, the second clerk in the head office of police, by way 
°t mortgage ; and was not the balance paid out of the pawnbrokers’ fund, namely, 
i 4 /; by Mr. hmitb, their treasurer ; and do not the pawnbrokers pay 61 . each a year 
toMr bmith the treasurer of their body, to be by him distributed as he may think 
advisable, without rendering any account thereof for gratuities, &c. ?— The first 
question that an answer is required to is, as to Mr. Cox’s, a money transaction; 
never knew Mr. Campbell advance him or give him money for any purpose ; 

I heard 
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I heard of his once discounting a bill for him for 14/. or 15/., and the man’s 
salary being so low in his situation that when the bill became due that he was not 
able to pay it, and it is now lying unpaid ; but he will pay it, and it is understood 
in no other light than that of a fair bond fide bill discounting transaction. 

2413. Was not the bill taken up by Mr. Smith ? — It was not. 

2314. By Mr. Smith, your treasurer? — It was not ; the bill is out now. 

2415. Do you admit that you pay 61 . a year to Mr. Smith, to be by him distri- 
buted as he may think advisable, without rendering any account therefore for 
gratuities, &c.? — We agree among ourselves to pay 61 . a year; I am the collector 
of that, and they do not pay the quarter of 6 /. a year, for there is no necessity 
for it. 

2416. Do you get 10 per cent, for collecting that money? — I do not; up to 
six months ago, as long as I have acted as secretary, I never received any thing 
for my services, and about that time I found it very unpleasant to be losing my 
time, and paying car hire to be going round the city from one pawnbroker’s to 
another, out of my pocket ; when I mentioned it, they said they would give me 
six per cent, for collecting the money to pay my car hire ; that has only happened 
within the last six months, and I have collected a very small sum, not 50/.; 
it would not amount to any thing like the expense I have been at. 

2417. Is there any thing else you wish to state? — I am not aware of any 
thing else. 
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RETURNS from the Marshal of the City of Dublin of the Names and Residences of all Pawn- 
brokers in Ireland who have lodged with him Certificates, pursuant to an Act of the Irish Parliament 
26 Geo. 3, c. 43, s. 40, with the Dates on which same were lodged respectively: — Of the Number 
of Sums lent by each Pawnbroker in Ireland for each of the years 1832, 1833, 1834, 1835, 1836 
and 1837, pursuant to the 41st section of said Act: — Of the Number and Amount of Penalties 
imposed, during each of the years 1832, 1833, l8 34> 1835, 183G and 1837, on any Pawnbroker 
who neglected to transmit to said Marshal the Monthly Abstract of Accounts as required by last 
section, pursuant to the 42 d section of said Act: — Of the Number of Returns made by him to 
Parliament of Sums lent by Pawnbrokers in Ireland for each of the last Ten Years respectively, 
pursuant to the 41st section of said Act: — Of the Number of Notices of Sales served by him, or 
by Persons employed by him, in the years 1832, 1833, 1834, 1835, 1836 and 1837 respectively; 
together with the Amount of Fees received by him for such Services during said years, agreeably 
to an Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland , 28 Geo. 3, c. 49, s. 14: — Of the Amount of 
Money received for Goods sold by each of the Four Pawnbrokers’ Auctioneers of the City of 
Dublin for the years 1832, 1833, 1834, 1835, 1836 and 1&37 respectively ; showing the Amount 
sold by each in every Calendar Month during said years respectively, pursuant to the 18th section 
of said last-mentioned Act: — Of the Number and Amount of Penalties imposed during the years 
1832, 1833, 1834, 1835, 1836 and 1837, on any Auctioneers who neglected to transmit to said 
Marshal such Accounts and Monthly Returns as aforesaid, pursuant to the said 18th section of 
said last Act:— Of the Number of Returns made by him to Parliament of Amount of Goods sold 
by Pawnbrokers’ Auctioneers in Ireland for each of the last Ten Years respectively, pursuant to 
the same section of said Act - , . 7 



RETURNS from the Town Clerks of the City of Dublin of the Names and Residences of all 
Pawnbrokers in the City of Dublin, or within Three Miles thereof, who have lodged Bonds with 
them; 'together with the Names, Residences and Occupations of their Sureties, pursuant to an 
Act passed in the Irish Parliament in the 28th Geo. 3, c.49, s. 21, and the Dates of each of 
such Bonds:— Of the Number and Names of Pawnbrokers in the City of Dublin, or within Three 
Miles thereof, who have taken the necessary Oath before the Commissioners of Police, and have 
lodged said Oath with such Town Clerk, pursuant to the said section of said Act - - p. 169 

RE J U ,H SfromeachoftheTaEASUREllsofCountiesin Ireland of the Names and Residences 
ot all Pawnbrokers who have lodged Bonds in his Office, and the Names, Residences and 
Occupations of the Securities named in such Bonds, with the Dates of such Bonds, pursuant to 
an Act passed m the Parliament of Ireland in the 26th Geo. 3, c. 43, s. 14 :— Of the Names and 
Residences of all Appraisers, Valuators or Auctioneers, who have lodged Bonds in his Office, 
stating the Names, Residences and Occupations of their Sureties, and the Date of Bonds, pursuant 
to the 31st section of said Act _ _ _ - pi7i 

ifp ° f thG ToWN , CeeBK " ° f Cities and Towns in Ireland of the Names and 
fJVrrl P P ™° KEnS who ha , v ? lod S ed Bonds in h>s Office, with the Names, Residences 
Krl.w3t S ffii e r eCUm,eS named in such Bonds, pursuant to an Act passed in the Irish 
y|. a .. eo, 3> c. 43> s. 14:— -Of the Names and Residences of all Appraisers, 
andXLn f iif f n iL rS '?° have,od /" d Bonds “ his Office, stating the Names, Residences 
and Occupations of their Sureties, and the Date of Bonds, pursuant to the 31st section of said 

"• * ~ ‘ " _ * - - - - - - p. 186 

A 0f th - e G . EA .*" ) J '"‘ I in behind of tile Names and 

»£ hTve lodLd Band ° T“ n nm f"d Adctiohibrs in Ireland, ortlieir Sureties 

wtio Have lodged Bonds in their Office, and have taken the Oath appointed to be taken oursuant 
to an Act passed in the Irish Parliament in the 26th Geo. 3, C.43TS and 37 - ’- P p 198 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before the Irish Mohicipal Ihquiby Commissioksrs, p. ao5 

B P^Officett^f S d „ R?SU J la,i0 f f “ of the Moo, de KSte, or Charitable 

Board, in’terms’o O the Ac^bT^'W^l.’lv. 4 ' . nSU ' E i n ^ ^ arr ’ ster »f _*i>e L»nn Fond 

T /S together 2 |V betWM S I ? e 'S* char S ed b J Pawnbrokers in Engtmd and 
Office, established by Matthew L,, 



° f th ! “ PAwtranokM,, and of their 

PETITION of Matthew BARnraoTOH, Esq., of the City of Lwemi - 
RETURNS to the Excise Oeeice, from Du 6&, of Pawhbrorers’ Sale, 



several Capitals and Number 



p. 227 

p. 231 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




[ 139 ] 






[ '4° ] 



APPENDIX. 



EXTRACT from Appendix to First Report of Commissiohrrs of MtraicrrAi. Corporations 
Inland; 1835— (pp. 36, 37). ’ 

EXTRACTS from Appendix (C.) Part I. of Poor Inquiry, Ireland— (pp. 19, 20, 26, 79, 80). 



EXTRACT from Api endix to First Report of Commissioners of Municipal 
Corporations, Ireland ; 1835 — (pp. 36, 37, 38). 

The present tactions of the marshal are twofold : those belonging to his office as minis- 
himlrist 1 . 6 C f‘ y C °'J rt f those conferred on him by the statutes constituting 

turn register of pawnbrokers licenses in Ireland, and an auctioneer of forfeited pledges. 5 

The marshal executes and returns the process of the City Court of Record, called the Lord 
Mayor and Sheriffs Court, and returns the juries for trial of issues joined therein 

LmtatTourf 48 ‘° the and SBle ° f g °° ds - ad under the 

The goods are seized, under this process, by the serjeants-at-nrace, by whom if bail be 
not given m four hours after seizure, the goods must be conveyed to tie marshal's store 
winch is BOW held at an extensive public establishment for the sale of property called the’ 

the charge is 6 i. per night upon an attachment for a sum under 201 ■ lod when the 
a ttaclunent is for a sum over that amount. u *’ ’ xua " wllcn tlle 

Thus if a watch worth but ll. be seized upon an attachment fnr oi / +1, v 
would be 10d. for each night’s storage. Horses seized aS 2 ?* r 21 l \ th f char p G 011 ,fc 
ingly. According to themles of the conrt,r^„n be untif 'l ” 8 " 1 fT*' 

remained in the marshal’s possession unhailed for twenty-one days d 1 * g °° dS haV ° 

Upon the execution being lodged with him, he proceeds to sell „„ i • , 
generally arranges the day of sale with the plaintiffs attorney mvfnl f, 8 d “. “T®* and 
notice of the sale, by posted notices and advertisement, h. t J’ 8 g f “"l , 40 follr da y s 
an auctioneer, employed by the marshal, and paid by him ot onKT”' F Ti “ l°?V S by 
under the general statute regulating fees on writs P ? fees, which are, 

pound nponany sum under tool., and 6 i. in the pound upotty “urn ovenhai ’iota ^ 

It is stated that attachments are generally bailed and , „ 

place. “ ^ ’ and consequently, few sales take 

hold a Court of Luiry; fufm prlctS^deSTOch StC‘t l ‘ i,l, 'r n h 

he charges a fee of 2 s. 6 d. each. questions upon affidavits, on which 

the marshal), but not summoned, are put upon the jury ^ ‘° atte " d (ofte ” P erB0ImI1 y by 

that the marshal admitted, 

him to attend, if he considered him a respLtabTe man J b,m - he would summ0 “ 
Few arrests are made under process of the Record Court. 

The marshal states that his fees unon arrest are ii j , 

sum under 20/., and 6 d. in the pound when over Arrests 0?°^’ Whe " the arre9t is for a 
20/ are now abolished. Arrests on raesne Process for sums under 
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We have not found any statute authorizing the fees just claimed. 
corporation 9 ' 1 ^ ^ the d “ e perfcrmi “*“ of his different duties, gives security in 2,000 i. to the 

The gross receipts of the office, from the execution and returns of th e process of tire City 
Court, were, for the twelve months ending December 1833, about 220 Z. ^ 

By the first statute regulating the trade of pawnbrokers in this country, 20 Geo V 
c. 43, 8. 40, the marshal of the city of Dublin has been constituted “ register of pawn- 
brokers licenses m Ireland. ’ His duties, as such, under this statute are to register the 
cei tificates to be furnished to him by all pawnbrokers of their names and sureties, and to 
receive from them and enter m Ins registry books accounts of the sums lent in each month 
and return true abstracts of those monthly accounts to either House of Parliament in the 
first week of each session. 

He is entitled to a fee of 5s. on the registry of each pawnbroker’s certificate : but in 
practice very generally receives a guinea, sometimes two guineas, for this service. The pay- 
ment of the larger sum is stated to be made under a regulation of the trade. 

m l r , e ! and i are re< * uired ’ under a penalty of 40.9. for each default, to 
send to the register monthly returns, containing an exact account of the number of sums 

Cal ^ daJ ‘ and . , a V the g ross am °unt thereof, upon oath. 

With each of these returns the register is entitled to a fee of Is. from the pawnbroker. 

These returns he is directed, as above stated, to lay before either House of Parliament 
the first week in each session. 



It ,a stated by the preseat marshal (who is not long in office), that he receives returns 
every year of the amount of money lent on pledges from all pawnbrokers in Ireland The 
observance of the provisions of the statute appears, however, to have been heretofore 
habitually neglected by pawnbrokers, and not enforced by the register. It has appeared in 
ev'dence before the. Commissioners, in some country towns, that for many years the mar- 
shals of the city of Dublin had acted on arrangements with the country pawnbrokers not 
to ask for any returns, on getting an annual payment of lZ. from each, and that the pawn- 
brokers accordingly made no returns ; while the marshal had thus created a sinecure income 
of considerable amount, bv compromising an important duty of the office. There is a con- 
flict of evidence on this subject, even as to the present marshal ; for while his statement is 
as we have mentioned, the country pawnbrokers allege that the same system still continues 
One pawnbroker exanimedm Dublin, stated that he made the monthly returns ; another 
admitted that he himself did not, and added that he did not know any one who did. 

The marshal admitted that he received 1 Z. a year from some of the pawnbrokers aud a 
printed form of receipt was produced in Belfast, as sent by the marshal, for the sum’of lZ. 

The marshal is also, under the 28 Geo. 3, c. 49, s. 9, an auctioneer of forfeited pledges 
for one of four divisions of the city, appointed for the sale of them by that statute: this 
section recites that the sword-bearer and marshal had, from time immemorial, been in the 
receipt of certain fees, for the appraisement of goods and articles pledged or pawned in the 
city and county of the city of Dublin, and employed as auctioneers for the sale of forfeited 
pledges. 1 he appointment of the two other auctioneers was given to the lord lieutenant. 

Their fees, as auctioneers, are regulated by the 13th section of the statute. 



They are I d. in the shilling for every article, or number of articles, the property of anv one 
person, sold for any sum under 20 s. ‘ J J 

1 s. 4tZ. in the pound for any sum amounting to 20 Z. and not to 40 Z. 

Is. in the pound when over that sum. 

And these fees are directed to be in lieu of all other demands theretofore charged such as 
warehouse and auction-room rent, advertising handbills, posting and distributing the same 
and clerks and porters for their attendance on such sales. 



After forfeiture, and before sale, of all goods pawned, on which over 4 s. has been advanced 
it is made compulsory by the 1 4th section, under penalty of 5 Z. for each offence, upon all 
pawnbrokers within the district of the Dublin metropolis, or within three miles thereof to 
require the borrower, by notice, to redeem within fourteen days. These notices they’ are 
directed to have served by the register, to whom they are to give a fee of 3 d. for each notice 
served, where the principal sum lent amounts to 4s., and does not exceed 20s., and 4 d if 
over 20 s. ’ 



These fees for serving the notices had been commuted many yearn since, by arrangement 
between the marshal and pawnbrokers, for a fixed sum of 5Z. a year, and remained fixed at 
that sum until the present marshal came into office. He has raised the annual composition 
to b d. from each. For this sum the marshal undertakes to have all services effected upon 
a certain day, from which the pawnbrokers date the fourteen days to redeem, and he employs 
a person to perform that duty ; but neither the pawnbroker nor the marshal makes any inquiry 
as to whether the notice has been actually served or not. 

Each of these four auctioneers is required, by section 18, to keep an exact account of the 
amount of goods sold for each pawnbroker in each month, and to make monthly returns of 
°’ 88 - S3 such 
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such accounts to the register for the time being (upon oath if required) under a penalty of 
40 s. for each default; and the marshal is required to annex abstracts thereof to the pawn- 
broker’s returns, before referred to, and deliver them therewith for the inspection of either 
House of Parliament. 

These returns are not made or demanded. 

The marshal does not act as auctioneer, but farms out his office at 3 1. a week, besides 
having received a gratuity of 75 l. upon the appointment. The deputation to the acting 
auctioneer is for his (the marshal’s) life, and is made, we presume, under colour of that 
section of the statute which authorizes the appointment of sworn clerks or assistants. 

The lessee of the office of auctioneer is permitted to regulate the place and mode of sale 
in any manner which his interest may dictate, unchecked either by the enforcement of the 
returns commanded by the statute, or by the personal superintendence of the marshal. 

The marshal in no way interferes in the business of the sales by auction ; he rarely even 
visits the sale-room, and requires no account from the lessee. 

From the different sources of emolument connected with his office, the marshal derives 
a net income, after payment of his clerks and messenger, of about 650 /. a year. 

The duties of his office as auctioneer of forfeited pledges are, as we have seen, entirely 
performed by deputy. For those of the office of register of pawnbrokers he receives con- 
siderably greater fees than are prescribed by statute, and from persons whose observance of 
the law in other particulars he himself is, to some extent, bound to see enforced. These two 
branches of the office of marshal appear thus to confer on that officer a very considerable 
income, without, in our judgment, any adequate return of useful service to the public. 

There is some pecuniary responsibility attached to the office, and, as auctioneer of pledges, 
the marshal is bound to give security himself in 1,000 1, with three sureties for 300 1. each, 
in addition to the bond for 2,000 1 given by him as marshal to the corporation. 

Much, and in some respects conflicting evidence, was given before us on the mode of 
conducting sales of forfeited pledges, by the farmer of. the office of auctioneer, under the 
marshal, and by the sword-bearer and other divisional auctioneers or their “ assistants.” 

They are held in obscure parts of the city: all valuable articles, such as plate, jewellery 
&c. a.re sold by night : there is not any catalogue prepared or used ; in some instances the 
sale is not advertised, and there is no notice of it in any case given to the public in the 
manner usual at other auctions, by having it announced by a person stationed in the street. 

j auction-rooms are represented to be quite unfit for the reception of respectable persons, 
and it appears that, m some instances, the principal sale, that of plate, jewellery, &c. takes 
place at the remote end of the room ; while the part next the entrance is occupied by a crowd 
of persons, assembled at a separate auction of forfeited wearing apparel and such cheaper 
articles, so as to make it difficult for a stranger to know or see what is going on inside, or to 
get through the intervening crowd. n ’ 

“Wf ft" sales by night are represented an benedciul, as inducing the attend- 
ance of persons in trade who could not with convenience attend the sales if held during the 

day; but the persons who so attend are usually those who purchase to sell again, and who 

ot comse oannot be expected to offer as advantageous terms for the seller? as would be 
obtained from the general competition of the public. The system of sale is in other resuects 
calculated more for the interest of such buyefs than of any others ; as it is ataiSuSt 
articles of plate, jewellery, itc. are pat up to sale as they come from the pawnbrokers with- 
out being previously cleaned, so that persons unacquainted with the tracks have no means 
fnswrti"™ “r opml ? n ° f th ™ ■ The public have in feet no opportunity of previous 

inspection or extinction of the articles to be sold, nor any notice of the particular objects 
l°ia.?ST?. 0 /Ln. Th y, ,re .,™ t “j? Bt . bef ? re .% salefi ™ the pawnbroker's ~ J " 

t as he proceeds in the sale. 



handed to die auctW °* Ce ' “ d 

The attendance of the class of buyers we have mentioned, and who may be said nearlv to 
monopolize the purchases, is encouraged by a system adopted by the auctioneers of giving 
credit to such persons: this credit generally varies from three hifive months. g g 

These persons are familiarly termed “jobbers.” 

.if* aB a , ?nd attend at every sale. Should any stranger (not one of the body) 

by letting them havek articles it up to auction upTI! moMSfnabbto™^ 

The imputation of collusion between auctioneers, pawnbrokers, and jobbers at those sides 
was however strongly denied on the part of the auctioneers, and they aCgedllat S” feS 
sold at them often Wilt more than the real value. We have art the meaTrf a 8 cer““ 
ing the accuracy of tins representation in detail, bnt it was admitted thS the artSes sold 

the Enm ad T c i d °: th6m the wwwS 

was represented, was to be accounted for by the circumstance that the articles brought to 

sale, 
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sale, as forfeited pledges, were generally those on winch the pawnbrokers had made imnro- 
videllt advances ; but which may be at least equally well explained by the absence of 
party having an adequate interest to advance the biddings after they reach the sum sufficS 



party having an adeqi 
to meet the pawnbroker’s demand. 

By this monopoly of the places of auctioneers of forfeited pledges all competition on the 
part o other auctioneers for these sales is excluded, and in tfie places, time and conduct of 
the sales the interest of the owners of the property sold is, we apprehend, but little regarded 
fhe appointees ot the offices, by the system of farming them to the “ assistants,” reduce 
them to places of sinecure emolument to themselves, abandoning all attention to the conduct 
of an establishment, which, it it be permitted at all on the present exclusive system, ou e ht 
to be watched with vigilance for the protection of the poorer classes of society. The 
importance ot these situations may he judged of by the fact, that the profits of the farming 
auctioneers are stated to average from 800 1. to l.oooi. a year, in eU of the two best 
divisions— those of the marshal and sword-bearer; and from 000/. to 800 1. in each of the 
two others. 

In the places and condition of the auction-rooms, the practice of night sales, the want of 
proper catalogues of the articles to be sold, and the absence of lit opportunity for public 
inspection and examination of the articles, and fair competition for their pnrehask the 
present system of these auctions is highly objectionable. Whether, in addition to such 
regulatrans as would check these prominent abuses, it may not be expedient altogether to 
abolish the present monopoly of such auctions, is matter for serious consideration 



EXTRACT from Appkhdix (C.) Part I. of Poon ImitiiEX, Ireland—!, pp. 19, 20). 

The pawnbroking trade has been increasing rapidly for the last twenty-five years. At 
the commencement of that period there were but three pawnbrokers’ shops in Belfast and 
at present there are forty-one. The feelings of shame which formerly prevented pledg- 
ing have disappeared, and the practice is now resorted to openly and without hesitation. It 
is also spreading itself through the country. 

The Assistant Commissioners received much information on this subject from Mr 
JJevlm an auctioneer and appraiser, who sells for nearly all the pawnbrokers in town, and 
trom Mr. Aiken, a most respectable pawnbroker. The number of tickets issued by each of 
the pawnbrokers, on an average, monthly, Mr. Aiken says is about 2,000, so that the pawn- 
brokers together make upwards of 4,000/. a year by tickets alone. 

oA JJ r - Alkoa al , s ? states t]iat > though his numbers are 1,200 per month, he makes nearly 
200/. a year by his tickets; and another instance was mentioned to the same effect. If the 
sum paid for pawnbrokers’ tickets be compared with the subscriptions to all the charitable 
institutions ot the town, it will be found that the former very nearly equals the latter. 

This sum received for the tickets, added to the profits, renders the business of the pawn- 
broker very lucrative ; and many persons who have set up with little or no capital have 
realized fortunes in a short time. 

Cortland M. Skinner, Esq., who held a situation in the police, was also examined, and 
the Assistant Commissioners received from .him and Mr. Devlin the following information 
with regard to the trade : That it is the custom with some persons to set up as pawnbrokers 
U f sukulks 9^ * :ke ^ own for the most suspicious purposes, where there are most of the class 
of unfortunate females, and, as there is a total absence of any superintendence on the part 
of the police or constituted authorities, the houses are kept open till eleven and twelve o’clock 
at night, and are accessible at all hours, so that many tilings stolen often find their way into 
the pawnbroker s shop before morning. Warrants are issued on complaint of such occur- 
rences, and a variety of litigation ensues. 

Such persons charge only ^ d. for receiving goods, and give no tickets at all, being certain 
that the pawners will never claim the goods. In fact, the transaction is a sale, with the 
understanding that the property shall not see the light for six months. 

Mr. Skinner and Mr. Robert Grinishaw, a magistrate, both state that the pawnbroker must 
know that the goods are stolen, and that, notwithstanding this, any one who chooses to receive 
stolen goods may do so with impunity. The magistrates have tried everyway to reach them, 
but found it impossible. 

, ^ *8 the same time acknowledged by all, that when stolen goods are found in the 
broker s possession, he gives every assistance towards discovering the thief. 

There is also a class consisting of petty dealers, who set up with a small capital, and whose 
business extends principally to lending <> d. or 8 d., and with whom Us. is a large advance. It 
w not unusual with suen to make nearly 2,000 advances in the month, averaging 4 d. or 5 d. 
lheir chief emolument is from the number of tickets they issue, and they accordingly endea- 
of the* s mC1 j° as t e tke numker as much as possible, which they effect by diminishing the amount 

°- 88 - s 4 So 
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So sensible have the respectable part of the pawnbrokers been of the abuses that were 
practising, that some time ago fifteen of them came forward to the magistrates requesting that 
an annual license should be taken out, and offering to pay 100 L a year each for the licenses. 
Mr. Williamson even offered to pay the expense of a new Act for that purpose ; but in con- 
sequence of the petitions and representations of the other pawnbrokers, the magistrates did 
not interfere. 

The Assistant Commissioners endeavoured to trace the cause of the great extent to which 
the business of pawnbroking has attained, and find that a considerable portion of it consists 
of weekly or two-weekly deposits. 

These deposits are generally the Sunday clothes of the labouring classes, which they pledge 
on Monday morning and release on Saturday night, either by payment of money or by 
deposit of their tools. The sums obtained on the deposits are generally 10. 9. to 1 1. 10 s. and 
the pawnbroker, when he has confidence in his customer, lends to the full value, it being 
his interest to lend as much in this way as possible. 

This practice prevails to a great extent among mechanics and persons employed in the 
various mills ; so much so, that, according to Mr. Devlin, it furnishes nearly two-thirds of 
the deposits taken in by the pawnbrokers who live in the neighbourhood of those mills. 

An estimate of the extent to which this system of weekly deposits is carried may be formed 
from the excess of the number of deposits on Monday above those of the other days of the 
week. In the establishment in which Mr. Devlin was formerly a pawnbroker, which issued 
about 3,000 tickets per month, the numbers given out on a Monday were from 180 to 200- 
while those on the other days, Saturday excepted, were not more than 80 or 90. On Satur- 
day the number amounted to 140 or 1 50. This results from the custom of exchanging pledges 
in order to get out Sunday clothes or to procure whiskey on Saturday night. ° ° 

No satisfactory evidence could be obtained of the proportions of the cases from necessity 
and for intoxication ; but Mr. Aiken states that a great many of the pledges are for' the 
latter purpose. Mr. Devlin is of opinion that “ one-third of the pawning may be for the 
purpose of procuring whiskey.” 

At all times a great deal of the money raised by pledging is devoted to the purchase of 
spirits ; and much of that obtained for the purpose of procuring articles of necessity would 
not have been applied for had it not been from the poverty caused by indulging in drink in 
which it often happens that a very serious proportion of the wages of a mechanic or labourer 
is consumed on the Saturday night. The consequence is, they resort to the pawnbroker 
early m the week in order to procure sustenance for their families. 

However, that much of the pawning is for the purpose of sustenance is evident from the 
sensible increase of the number of the tickets issued during the times when there is a 
want of employment or a scarcity of food. According to Mr. Devlin, the increase may be 
taken at from 3,000 to 3,600 a month in May, June, July, December, January and 
h ebruary. This arises from a scarcity of food in the first three months, and want of employ- 
ment m the last. 1 J 

It mast alsobe noticed that in certain cases pawnbroking is resorted to for the purpose 
paw2'” S 1 tr ” de ' Mr ' DCT m SayS ’ M °“ ey ‘ S frei l ue " tl y rai5ed for that intent by 

As evidence of the extent to which pawnbroking prevails, Mr. Aiken mentions a fact that 
some persons have as many as thirty tickets from him at the same time. 

3 0 J he " umbet » f sold doling each month by each pawnbroker is found to be about 

Inquiry was made how far the law for tile protection of those who pledge is observed. 

By the 26 Geo. 3, cap. 43, sec. 14, it is enacted, that no person shall be permitted to 
engage in the business of a pawnbroker until he shall execute a bond for the sum of 300/ 
conditioned forthe faithful discharge of all trusts relating to such business ;, LTthe dudes 
ed h , m ' “ d * al1 P[ ocurc three proper and sufficient persons, each of whom 
S f°df n 3 a - d i m" df ° r °f WO/., conditioned that the said pawnbroker 

shall faithfully discharge the several duties required of him, which bond shall be made 
payable to the treasurer or town clerk of the county or town in which ftfpatloke “hall 

The Assistant Commissioners learned from the town, clerk that none of these bonds have 
eve, been put in suit, and that m some instances the bond, have never blL perLted Them 

aIt,C ' eS PWgedl a ” d tb ‘ s ts stated by 
th^Tliose reall^pawnedl^ Mr^Deldi^stmedltiiat he° knew^ an° ilistance°of ^ 0tber ^dclos 

. Sir Stephen May also mentioned a case of great hardship:— 

A man left off business, sold .off the goods that had been pledged with him and went off 

:w:7X^te m b°Se t ss. the PerS °“ S Kh ° had Pl ^ d 
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The magistrates were applied to, but could not interfere, as he had contrived to 
within the provisions of the Act, which provides that no goods shall he sdd until the k P 
ration o fa year, except in the cases paiticulariy mentioL in the A t, ml” 
broker shall die, fail m Ins credit, or discontinue business. 1 P 

The most serious evil in the whole practice of pawnbroking is mentioned by Mr Devlin 

It is a pretty general practice for the pawnbroker to reserve Ibr the close of a sa “ „ to nut 
up at a tune when he sees there will be no competition, any articles which he may htSf 
wish for, such as plate jewellery and watches. All articles of this kind are chiefly bought 
m by the pawnbroker for the purpose of selling them at his own house. V 8 

So strongly have Dr. Crolly and Dr. Tennant been impressed with a sense of the evils 
resulting to the poor front the present system of pawnbroking, that they have long had it in 
contemplation to institute a voluntary pawnbroliig establishment. 1 8 

They think that such an establishment might be managed advantageously to the poor 
by a voluntary committee; that it should lend money without interest to the poo “ that 
if the time for redeeming any articles pledged elapsed, and the party, upon aVoper in- 
vest^, on, proved unable to redeem them, the committee should have tSe power Kind, 
mg the time for sale ; and that, whenever they .suspected that the money required* was 
aeap^PciSr dnnk ’ * hey Sh ° Uld ,mVe after investigating K2.T rZZ 

Dr Crolly is of opinion that instead of selling the goods, they might give them at a low 
valuation to the poor-shop-a chanty where clothes are given to the poor gratis 

No persons are more sensible than the magistrates of the present bad condition of pawn- 
totgnl’ate’the^ bln™. ^ mfe ” li0n “> ^ f ° r a " ew Art » f Patient 



EXTRACT from Appends (C.) Part I. of Poor Inaninv, Ireland-!, p. 26). 

waf oilv onP™ wn' V 'f,° ^ 8"? ““f ntl ™ 11,8 sub j 6ct of P aw Mre, states that in 1800 there 
L , ^ ? pawn-shop m Cork ; there are now fifty. Several witnesses spoke of the evils 
In^nf nn fr °“* ^ u by dl ®, fa . c,llt 7 tl,e y afford to raise money on clothes, winch is frequently 
■ SP i int + S ' was adm,tted , however, that they are often of great service, by enabling 
poisons in distress to raise money on their goods, and thereby preventing starvation Bishop 

in ° f estabW “ e “ ts "«*“ “ *• M °”‘ s * 



EXTRACT from Appeudix (C.) Part I. of Poo* Iitauruv, Ireland-! pp. n. 80). 

Tins practice prevails here at present to a considerable extent. There are three nawn- 
brokere m the city ; the number ot tickets issued by one of them amounts yearly to about 
30,000 while it was scarcely known before 1812 . The persons we first examined on this 
subject were the pawnbrokers, Mr. John Williamson, Mr. John M'Cormac, and Mr —Close 
Their customers consist principally of mechanics, labourers, small dealers, and persons who' 
tlmsVT °1 land I wo , have fo ™ d s <> m e difficulty in ascertaining the proportion of 

those who pawned from necessity, or for spirits, as we could have no guide but generS 
a " d 1^)0 admission of the pawnbrokers. Wc are, however, of opinion ^that a 
1 P j edg ^ S o / or dle P m 'P 03e of procuring the necessaries of life. That there are 
gieatmany pledges left for the purpose of obtaining whiskey is undeniable, and both Mr 
Williamson and Mr. Close, pawnbrokers, admitted that it is a very frequent occurrence for 
K 'f t ie purpose of procuring it. We regret that this pernicious habit extends 
, femojosi who, m this manner, have a facility afforded them of indulging in this 
which they othei-wise would not, and we are sorry to add that many fenudes have got 
into habits of intoxication, and that, in some instances, if they are refused when they come 
to pledge, they send others in their place. 3 

The second class of those that pawn may be divided into two,— those that pledge for the 
ff rP n° Se . °L CaI 3 ln S 0n ? ade ’ and ‘hut Pledge from immediate necessity Among 
the fust, M r. Close says, Shoemakers often pledge some of their clothes for the purpose of 
buying leather to make a pair of shoes, and when they arc made they put them ii pawn, to 
obtain money to buy leather for a second pair, and in this manner they go on until, in some 
instances, they have five or six, and, in others, a dozen of pairs, which they thus keep until a 
market-day, or until the season (or selling shoes arrives ; they then sell a pair, and come and 
release a pair or two more, and thus go on until they have sold the whole.” The profits of 
ne pawnbrokers in these multiplied transactions are great, while the whole profits of the 
shoemaker are from 10 d. to is. 1 

ButehM* and small dealers also manage to trade in like manner. Pedlars, too, put in the 
l? lldcr ( f then-old stock, and purchase more. Another class is the agriculturist, who 
P o ge f T er in , t le spring lor seed, particularly after a miss in the crop, or else from May 
nn^ Pt ?r b f r li, W le ? t J 1G Cro P s conie U P- This c ‘ at!S does not seem to be large; it may forih 
01 w , llole > lt . is, however, increasing : also when the sessions are approaching, 
.i e y are t ireateued with a process, they apply to the pawnbrokers, and also to enable 
pa y COuu ty cess: in fact, the least payment the poor have to make, application 
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is made to the pawnbroker, as we may see in the evidence on the Poor Shop and Charitable 
.Loan. 

Of those who resort to the pawnbrokers, the most remarkable are the well-known class of 
weekly pawners, who, although they do not exist here in such numbers as at Belfast still 
form a considerable portion of their customers. These persons regularly put in their Sunday 
clothes on Monday morning, and release them either with money or some other articles on 
Saturday night. All the pawnbrokers admit an increase of numbers of their tickets from 
about thirty to forty on Monday in consequence ; and Mr. Close states that from one-fourth 
to one-half of the clothes that go out on Saturday come in on Monday : in fact, the practice 
has gone so far that there are well-known suits which always come in regularly 1 

The sum advanced on a suit of clothes is generally from 20 s. to 30 s . ; but the pawnbrokers 
indulge such practices so far as to advance liberally to those they have confidence in, as they 
get more interest by it. Saturday’s number of tickets is also considerably increased in con- 
sequence; indeed they sometimes nearly equal Monday’s. 

It is remarkable that this practice increases according to the times growiim better. “The 
pawnbroker has no customer,” says Mr. Close, “like a mechanic; when the times are brisk 
the money turns in and out so rapidly.” This custom of exchanging prevails to a great 



The average number of tickets issued by each pawnbroker is then about 100 per day • a 
great number of pledges are taken under a shilling. As to the numbers sold, one pawn- 
broker states he does not think one-tenth of the articles pledged are sold ; and Mr. Close’s 
sales for three months amounted to about 60 Z. The average sum advanced by Williamson 
is 3,000 Z. a year; Close, 2,500 Z. We subjoin the particulars of the latter. 



The following is the Return of Mr. Close, Pawnbroker, showing the Number of Tickets 



and Amount issued by him each Month. 

Tickets. £. 




d. 


January - 


1,506 


126 


1 




February - 


1,862 


173 






March 


2,575 


231 


11 


_ 


April 

May 


3,155 


292 


15 


4 


3,178 


283 


3 


11 


June 


2,638 


251 


8 


111 


July 


2,520 


210 


6 


7 


August 


2,581 


201 




6 


September 


2,140 


174 


12 




October - 


2,744 


198 


10 


6 


November 


2,130 


180 




1 

3 


December 


2,256 


188 


15 




29,285 


£.2,511 


10 


11 




For the year 1833. 



Every year since lie commenced, the number of tickets has increased : this year they 
will be much more. J J 



ro ?L haVC ir T ired ho "; far the la T for , the P rotec tion of those who pawn is observed and 
j auctioneer and appraiser has been appointed in this city. The pawnbrokers nieruo- 

iiahzed the grand jury for the appointment of an auctioneer and appraiser • but the crand 
jury, not thinking one necessary, did not appoint one. PP ’ Ut tlle 8 ldnc * 

We have been informed it is not usual for the lower classes tn 1 c 

pi h by fSeTT of fte *■— * 

sequence for those that do apriy ; this ffeEted in7h. f P • P “ S ° n ‘ my art,cles of coi *- 
pawnbroker wishes for 

self. He watches the time when the room is thin and Z 8 ’ “ , ?. r tiem hln V 
frequently happens that articles that are worth l! 5s anjnn Jhf b S P ' In , tb,s manner ‘ t 
in b, the pawnbroker for about 8 ; and ,f any one e'omes w 7 i are le “*’ are b °“« ht 
pawnbroker shows them the book, and charges^ penny on ealh ttiole fo H ' P 

ess? trauct!ok sr,at, ” aDiity ° f ^ by pie ^ *** a?! 
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ON PAWNBROKERS (IRELAND.) 



*47 

RETURNS from the Marshal of the City of Dublin. 



YEAR ending December 1032. 



NO. 


TOWNS. 


pawnbrokers’ 

NAMES. 


DATES OP 
REGISTRY. 


TICKETS. 


SUMS LENT. 


OBSERVATIONS. 












£. S. 


d. 




1 


Armagh - 


Hugh Campbell 


Sept. - 1832 


2,278 


155 3 


10 




2 


Athlone - 


Timothy Murray 


March - 1830 


2,080 








3 


ditto 


Michael Noone 


July - 1S31 


1 ,300 


- 


. 


since declined. 


4 


Bandon 


Richard Williams 


August 1819 


2 , 6 o 6 




6 




5 


ditto 


Thomas Bennett 


January 1821 


- 


1,137 12 


_ 


since dead. 


6 


ditto 


William Kingston 


October l 82 1 






_ 




7 


ditto 


George Harris - 


May - 1825 


- 


1,216 - 


1 


since declined. 


8 


ditto 


John Shine 


February 1S28 


12,146 


2,297 8 


r t 1 




9 


ditto 


Robert Fuller - 


Sept. - 1828 


. 




2 




10 


ditto 


Joseph Bennett 


. 


. 








11 


Cloughnakilty - 


William Bennett 


Nov. - 1822 


- 








12 


Clonmel - 


Mary A. O’Neill 


... 


20,000 


1 ,800 - 


_ 


since dead. 


13 


Dublin 


Prudence Henderson 


May - 1830 


a 7.936 


4,621 2 






*4 


Dungannon 


Thomas Agnew 


January 1828 


9.275 










Dungarvan 


Edward Patterson 


March - 1831 


13,002 


1,612 12 


2 




16 


ditto 


Patrick Ronayne 


. 


2 ] ,420 


4,3*4 17 


9 




*7 


Fermoy - - | 


Denis Downing 


October 1830 


8,164 


1,027 18 






18 


Kinsale 


D. F. Sullivan - 


July - 1818 




498 18 


6 




*9 


ditto 


Mary Williams 


March - 1825 






2 




20 


Loughrea - 


John Dillon 


March - 1826 


12,125 




11 




21 


Londonderry 


Bernard Close - 


March - 1826 


16,233 


1,423 14 




since declined. 


22 


ditto 


John M'Cormick 


July - 1831 


- 








23 


Monaghan 


James Gallagher 


Dec. - 1825 


9,326 


658 12 




since declined. 


24 


ditto 


John Hewitt 


May - 1827 










2.4 


Montrath - 


William Tracey 


May - 1829 


15,000 








26 


Markethill 


William Grey - 


Nov. - 1831 




523 1 






27 


Mountmellick - 


William Baker 


Sept. - 1832 




262 - 






28 


Nenagh - 


William Heneby 


June - 1830 








since dead. 


29 


Newry 


Thomas Laing & Co. 


January 1829 


16,233 








30 


Newtownliamilton 


John Mills 


February l S3 1 


- 


261 12 






3i 


Passage, West - 


Daniel Heagerty 


April - 1831 


- 


gsfi 4 


7-s- 




32 


Roscommon 


.1. B. Beech 


July - 1830 


8,522 


S34 IO 




since declined. 


33 


Rathfryland 


James Savage - 


February 1832 


5.002 








34 


Tullamorc 


Laurence Mackey - 


April - 1832 




1,688 13 






35 


Waterford 


Anne Todd 


Oct. - 1832 


_ 


623 16 






3^ 


ditto 


Hannah Pounder 








6* 




37 


Youghail - 


Thomas Browne 


January 1818 


ia,8o6 






since dead. 


3« 


ditto 


Catherine Walsh 


February 1820 


34.4CJ 


5.57 1 13 




■ 


39 


ditto 


Susan Meilin - 


Nov. - 1832 


16,988 


2,300 10 


ii $ 


since dead. 



I certify die foregoing to be a true account of the Returns I received this (my first) year from 
Pawnbrokers of Ireland. 



So answers 



the 



21 April 1838. 



John Judkin Butler, 

Marshal of Dublin, and Register of Pawnbrokers in Ireland. 



YEAR ending December 1833. 



l 


Armagh - 


James Starr 


January 1822 


14,408 


3,4»8 


3 


2 


since dead. 


2 


ditto 


Margaret Robinson - 


July - 1824 


- 


1,130 

1,666 


i 


*1* 




3 


ditto - 


Hugh Campbell 


Sept. - 1832 


13,428 


3 


2 




4 

5 

6 


ditto - 
Athlone - 
ditto 


Laurence Sherry 
Timothy Murray 
Michael Noone 


March - 1833 
March - 1830 
July - 1831 


7,710 

2,000 

1,200 


608 


19 


4* 


since declined. 


7 


Bangor 


Alexander Miller 


June - 1833 


L935 


145 


4 


2 




8 


Belfast 


William Jenkins 


March - 1821 


36,919 


4,173 


17 


4 




9 


ditto 


William Gilbert 


August 1824 


41,250 


6,505 








10 


ditto 


Janies K. Patterson - 


Sept. - 1 824 


34,041 


3,445 


2 


a 




11 


ditto 


Robert Gilmore 


January 1826 


42,277 


3,579 


17 


6 




12 


ditto 


Robert Beggs - 


July - 1829 ! 


10,264 


1,822 


17 


2 i 




*3 


ditto - ' - 


James M‘ICee - 


January 1830 


31,712 


2,499 


6 


lOi 




14 


ditto - 


Jane Moore 


July - 1831 


5,202 


330 


2 


10 


since declined. 


*5 


ditto 


James Pelin 


July - 1831 


31.647 


3,009 


9 


8 


since declined. 


16I 


ditto 


John M‘Gillery 


August 1831 


9, 2 42 


1,033 


19 


7 




J 7 


ditto 


David Thoburne 


March - 1832 


23,842 


1,461 




- 




18 1 


ditto 


Gideon Balantine 


April - 1832 


6,908 


435 


16 


9 


since declined. 


19 


ditto 


Henry Maguire 


February 1833 


15,339 


i,74l 


4 






20 

0. 


ditto 

88. 


William M. B. Sibbin 


March • 1833 
X 2 


10,698 


1,400 


7 


a J 


(continued.) 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin — continued. 



NO. 


TOWNS. 


pawnbrokers’ 

NAMES. 


DATES OF 
REGISTRY. 


TICKETS 


SUMS 


LENT. 


OBSERVATIONS. 




Year ending Dec 


ember 1833— continued. 








£. 


S. 


d. 




21 


Belfast 


J. E. Lynn 


May - 


1833 


6,060 


205 


17 


6 




22 


ditto 


James Marshall 


August 


1833 


4,923 


394 


15 


7 h 


since declined. 


23 


ditto 


James Macartney - 


October 


1833 


713 


90 


lO 


4i 






ditto 


Alexander Bradford - 


Nov. 


1833 


1,108 


179 


10 


4 i 


since declined. 






James Hillis - 






25,172 


1,108 


11 


5 


since declined. 


26 


ditto 


Mary A. Davis 






14,638 


1,081 


11 


5h 


since declined. 


27 


ditto 


Anne Bingham 


- 


- 


18,787 


3,195 


5 


1 1 £ 




23 


ditto 


Robert Johnston 


- 




9,226 


1,009 


13 


4 




29 


ditto 


George Hill 






12,722 


1,122 


H 


8 


since declined. 


3° 


ditto - 


J. W. M‘ Mur try 


- 




13,106 


1,754 


n 


8 


since declined. 


31 


ditto 


Arthur Aickin - 


. 




25,092 


4,925 


14 


4 




32 


ditto 


William Anderson - 






36,243 


3,988 


8 


9 


since dead. 


33 


ditto 


Anne Scott 


- 




19,891 


2,487 14 


7$ 


since declined. 


34 


ditto 


Henry Patterson 


. 




33,452 


2,025 


14 


- 




35 


ditto 


James & Edw d Sheales 


- 


- 


25,566 


2,031 


13 


7 




38 


ditto 


Eliza J. M ‘Knight - 


. 


. 


11,569 


1,165 


5 


3 


since declined. 


37 


ditto 


Joseph Redding 


. 




11,437 


1,438 


7 


9 4 


since declined. 


3« 


Bandon - 


Richard Williams 


August 


1810 


3,075 


700 


3 


6£ 




39 


ditto 


John Shine 


February 1828 


14,084 


2,303 


2 


8 




40 


Banbridge 


Samuel Bradbury 


January' 


1827 


- 


1,510 


1 


“ 




4i 


Cloughnakilty - 


William Bennett 


Nov. 


1822 


- 


2,137 


16 


10 




42 


Carrickt'ergus - 


William Reid - 


January 


1822 


16,787 


1,452 


11 


i 


since dead. 


43 


ditto - 


Hugh Stewart - 


February 1830 


10,406 


938 


11 


-j 




44 


Dublin 


Patrick Campbell 


February 1815 


105,875 


15,428 


14 


5 




45 


ditto 


Christopher Wall 


May - 


1818 


115,706 


8,560 


12 


1 1 




4b 


ditto 


Henry Booth - 


Sept. - 


1818 


69^80 


10,185 


4 


9£ 


for Bishop-street office. 


47 


ditto 


Henry Booth - 


Sept. - 


1818 


88,162 


,5.35s 


l 


5 u 


for Bride-street office. 


4« 


ditto 


Stephen Parker 


March 


1819 


23,270 


9,150 


7 






49 


ditto 


James Simmons 


April - 


1821 


89,700 


10,887 


10 


— 




50 


ditto 


John Quinn 


March 


1822 


68,751 


8,377 


_ 


_ 


since declined. 


51 


ditto 


Michael Fahie - 


March 




93,367 


11,081 


7 


6 




52 


ditto 


Patrick Gillespie 


April - 


1830 


91,004 


10,044 


18 


- 




53 


ditto 


Prudence Henderson 


May - 


1S30 


76,217 


12,721 


15 


— 


since dead. 


54 


ditto 


Samuel Smith - 


May - 


1830 


116,924 


14,075 


3 


3 




55 


ditto 


Thomas Fannin 


June - 


1830 


87,283 


21,891 


12 


a 4 


- - for Marlborough-street 


5b 


ditto 


John Spring 


April - 


1831 


15,126 


21,010 


3 


11 


office. 


57 


ditto 


John Richardson 


May - 








12 




since dead. 


58 


ditto - 


Charles Marsh - 


- 














59 


ditto 


Ihomas Fannin 








8,080 l8 


2 


for Townsend-st. office. 


60 


ditto - 


Kearns & Quinn 






100,880 






2 £ 


since declined. 


61 


ditto 


Arthur Wise - 


. 












62 


ditto 


William Dunne 


- 










2 




63 


ditto 


Joseph Sanderson - 


- 










8 


since declined. 


64 


ditto 


David Fennell - 


- 










8 




6-! 


ditto 


Laurence Redmond - 


. 














b« 


ditto 


William Brophy 






109,406 










67 


ditto 


Augustine Byrne 


- 


- 


112,272 


16,724 


6 


11 




68 


ditto 


Samuel Spencer 


_ 


- 


. 










6.9 


Dundalk - 


Christopher Crowe - 


February 1 830 






10 






70 


ditto - 


Patrick M'Guinness - 


July - 














V 


Dungarvan 


Edward Patterson - 


March 


1831 






6 






72 


ditto 


Patrick Ronayne 


- 














73 


Enniskillen 


William Armstrong . 


June - 


1831 


16,100 










74 


ditto 


Richard Bailey 


May - 


1831 


22,830 






_ 




75 


Ennis 


William Lardner 


October 














7b 


Fermoy - 


Dennis Downing 


October 


1830 








2 * 




77 


Galway 


Patrick Duggan 


October 












78 


Kilkenny - 


Patrick Laracy 


January 


1828 


10,811 


1 ,006 








79 


ditto 


Louis Rorke 


May - 












80 


Kinsale - 


D.F. Sullivan - 


July - 


1818 












81 


ditto 


Mary Williams 


March 














82 


Londonderry 


Bernard Close - 


March 


1826 












S3 


ditto 


John M'Cormick 


July - 














84 


ditto 


George Williamson - 


January 


1832 












8.5 


Loughrea 


John Dillon 


March 


1826 






16 






8b 


Lisburne - 


Hugh Seeds 


April - 


1821 












87 


ditto - 


Erskine Nealey 


April - 


1821 


. 








88 


ditto 


Jane Spence - 


April - 


1821 


. 




6 






89 


ditto 


Adam Dickey - 


June - 


1826 


- 




10 






90 


ditto 


Hugh M'Call - 


January 


1828 


- 










9 1 


Listowell - 


William Hartnett 


■ 


. 


2,688 










92 


Mountmellick - 


John Haslam - 


August 


1826 








8' 




S3 


ditto 


William Baker 


August 


1832 


15,420 


2,007 


14 


5 
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Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin— continued. 



NO. 


TOWNS. 


pawnbrokers’ 

NAME. 


DATES OP 
REGISTRY. 


TICKETS. 


, SUMS LENT. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


94 


Year ending Dct 
Mountmellick - 


:ember 1833— continued. 
Benjamin Baker 


Sept. - 1832 


7,770 


£. 5. d. 

1,110 - - 
83 10 2 




9* 


ditto 


James Fitzgerald 


October 1833 


891 




fl b 

97 


Maryborough - 
Monaghan 


John Morgan - 
James Gallagher 


February 1830 
Dec. - 1825 


9,000 

8,5H 




since declined. 


9 *> 

9.9 


ditto 

Markethill 


John Hewitt - 
Francis Grey - 


May - 1827 
January 1833 


9,707 

6,050 


402 1 0 - 


100 


Newry 


George Frazer 




10,000 






101 


ditto 


Richard Whitehead - 


- 1827 




1,822 - 11 \ 




102 


ditto 


James Bradford 


May - 1827 


17,800 




103 


ditto 


Charles Murphy 


January 1828 


19,704 


2,947 17 fj 




104 


ditto - 


ihoraas Laing & Co. 


January 1829 


10,826 






105 


ditto - 


Janies Hutton - 


March 1830 


n,i73 






jo 6 


ditto 


James Wardlow 








107 


ditto 


Bernard M'Donald - 


February 1833 








108 


Newtownhamilton 


John Mills 


February 1831 








109 


Passage, West - 


Daniel Heagarty 




. 


(loo 7 6 




110 


Roscommon 


J. B. Beetch - 


July - 1830 1 






since declined. 


111 


Rathkeale 


Julius Ruttle - 


June - 1824 


11,866 


1,362 1 8 


112 


Tralee 


Henry Ruttle - 


Nov. - 1822 : 


12,460 






113 


ditto 


Thomas Bunton 


Sept. - 1827 j 








114 


Waterford 


Fenton W. Case 


June - 1825 










ditto 


Elizabeth Slaney 


March - 1823 


31,600 




since declined. 


lib 


ditto 


Robert Sheffield 


May - 1827 






117 


ditto 


John Irwin 


June - 1827 




6,643 4 1 1 




118 


ditto 


Edward Madigan 


June - 1828 




2,486 17 - 




”9 


ditto 


Catherine Flynn 


February 1829 


11,847 


L 547 19 4 




120 


ditto 


Edward Grennan 


October 1829 




121 


ditto 


Margaret Manning - 


May - 1 829 


34,478 


3,506 3 7 




122 


ditto 


John Noble 


April - 1831 




718 16 4 




123 


ditto 


Anne 1 odd 


October 1832 




2,264 1 7 8 




124 


ditto 


Eliza Maher - 


1,010 


85 8 9 


since declined. 


125 


ditto 


Hannah Founder 


- 


25 , 3 'i 




126 


ditto 


Catherine Meath 


- 


812 - - 


since declined. 


127 


Wexford - 


William Lee - 


January 1 832 


13,668 


1,512 6 9 


128 


Youghall - 


Thomas Browne 


January 1818 


14,883 




since dead. 


129 


ditto 


Catherine Walsh 


February 1820 


29,181 


3,262 16 9 


130 


ditto 


James Prendergast - 


August 1831 


19,610 


2,466 - 6 




131 


ditto 


Susan Meilin - 


Nov. - 1832 


17,611 


2,473 n 4 


since dead. 



I certify the foregoing to be a true account of the Returns I have received this (my second) year 
from the Pawnbrokers of Ireland. 



at April 1838. 



So answers 

John Judkin Duller, 

Marshal of Dublin, and Register of Pawnbrokers in Ireland. 




Armagh - 


James Starr 


January 1822 




3,626 9 - 


ditto - - 


Margaret Robinson - 


July - 1824 






ditto 


Alexander Gibson - 


May - 1826 


19,366 




ditto 


Laurence Sherry 


March - 1833 






Athlone - 


Andrew Hopkins 


Dec. - 1833 


12,557 


1,069 6 11 b 


Bangor 


Alexander Miller 


June - 1833 


3,729 




Boyle 


M atthew Hart 


May - 1834 


3,840 




Bandon - 


Richard Williams 


August- 1819 






ditto 


John Shine 


February 1828 






Charleville 


Richard Kalliegh 


January 1829 


6,302 




Carnckfergus - 


William I-Jendren 


July - 1824 






ditto 


Hugh Stewart - 


February 1830 


11,881 






Thomas Johnston 


Sept. - 1834 


17,468 




ditto 


Eliza Reid 


Sept. - 1834 


17,468 




Clonmell - 


Mary A. O’Neill 


. 






Cloughnakilty - 


Bennett & Sullivan - 


October 1833 






Dungarvan 


Patrick Ronayne 


- 






ditto - 


Edward Patterson - 


March - 1831 






Dublin 


Christopher Wall 


May - 1818 


29,668 






Henry Booth - 


Sept. - 1818 


90,236 






Henry Booth - 


Sept. - 1818 


108,001 




88 . 


Henry Booth - 


Sept. - 1818 


62,653 


9,435 - 4 



since declined business, 
since declined business. 



since dead, 
since dead. 

for Mary’s Abbey office, 
for Bride-street office, 
for Parliament-row office, 
for Bishop-street office. 



(run 'i lined.) 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin — continued. 



Year ending December 1834 — continued. 
Dublin * - Stephen Parker 

ditto - - Robert Burrowes 

ditto - - Janies Simmons - i 

ditto - - John Quinn - - j 

ditto - - Michael Faliie - 

ditto - - John Anderson - j 

ditto - - John Spring - 

ditto - - Richard Spring 

ditto - - Michael Nowlan 

ditto - - Michael Nowlan 

ditto - - Thomas Charles 

ditto - - Thomas Smullen 

ditto - * James Power - 

ditto - - Thomas Murphy 

ditto - - Patrick M'Garry 

ditto - - William Parkes 

ditto - - Eliza Macnamara 

ditto - - William Dunne 

ditto - - Christopher Wall 

ditto - - Francis Byrne - 

ditto - - Thomas Macnamara 

ditto - - Thomas Macnamara 

ditto - - Thomas Macnamara 

ditto - - Samuel Spencer 

Dundalk - - Christopher Crowe - 

Dungannon - Thomas Agnew 
Enniskillen - Richard Bailie - 
ditto - - Richard Crookes 

Ennistymon - Thomas Curran 
Ennis - - William Lardner 

Fermoy - - Dennis Downing 

Kinsale - - George Williams 

Killamey - - John Carbury - 

Lisburne - - Hugh Seeds - 

ditto - - Erskine Nealey 

ditto - - Jane Spence - 

ditto - - Hugh M'Call - 

Loughrea - - John Dillon - 

Londonderry - John M'Cormick 
ditto - - George Williamson - 

Monaghan - John Hewitt - 
ditto - - James Starr 

Mountmellick - John Haslam - 
ditto - - William Baker 

Mountrath - William Tracey 
Newry - . Richard Whitehead - 

ditto - - George Frazer 

ditto - - Charles Murphy 

ditto - - Thomas Laing & Co. 

ditto « - James Hutton - 

ditto - - James Wardlow 

ditto - - George Quinn - 

ditto - - Henry Collins - 

ditto - - Richard Harcourt - 

Newtownhamilton John Mills 
Passage, West - Daniel Heagarty 



March - 1819 
March - 1819 
April - 1821 
March - 1822 
March - 1823 
March - 1 828 
April - 1831 
April - 1831 
April - 1831 
April - 1833 
April - 1833 
April - 1 834 
May - 1834 



I Rathkeale 
Tralee 
ditto 

Warrenpoint 
Youghall - 
ditto 



Julius Ruttle - 
Henry Ruttle - 
James Bunton - 
William Johnston 
Catherine Walsh 
Susan Meilin - 



| February 1830 
January 1828 
May - 1831 
January 1834 
October 1833 
October 1833 
October 1 830 
January 1832 
Dec. - 1831 
April - 1821 
April - 1821 
April - 182: 
January 1828 
March - 1826 
July - 1831 
January 1832 

May - 1827 
February 1834 
August 1 826 
August 1832 
May - 1829 

- 1827 

- 1827 
January 1828 
January 1829 
March - 1830 
June - 1831 
May - 1832 
Dec. - 1833 
Dec. - 1833 
February 1831 
April - 1831 
June - 1824 
Nov. - 1822 
Sept. - 1827 
October 1832 
February 1820 
Nov. - 1832 



SUMS 


LENT. 


£. 




<1. 


8,5*3 


_ 


2 


8,666 


2 


6 


9,135 


10 


" 


9,127 


IO 


6 


9,357 


6 


6 }j 


16,303 


4 


7 _ 


7,770 


5 


9 


13,513 


13 


4 


8,035 


7 


- 


16,605 


18 


6i 


8,716 


15 


1 a 


4,575 


2 


5 i 


18,595 


9 


3 ' 


11,469 


13 


3 


17,3H 


17 


- 


6,944 


3 


- 


10,794 


9 


8* 


4,101 


4 


1 


9,493 


18 


- & 


10,126 


- 


- 


8,527 


- 


- 


7.300 


— 


— 


8,247 


6 


10 & 


4,943 


4 


1 


1,825 


_ 


_ 


1,100 

536 


— 


- 


7 


9 


1,113 

2,827 


4 


5 


- 


- 


2,704 


15 


4* 


1,005 


- 


4 


3,881 


5 


3 


2,305 


2 


5 


1,605 


- 


7 


1,643 


2 




885 


- 


- 


2,400 


- 


- 


4,791 


18 


10 


1,020 


16 


4 


2,402 


1 


9 


1,704 


15 


4 



since declined business, 
since declined business, 
since declined business. 



for Dorset-street office, 
for Nassau-street office. 



•3 since declined business. 



for Frederick-street office. 

for Thomas-street office, 
for King-street office, 
for Bercsford-street office. 



since declined business, 
since declined business. 



1,858 3 - 
961 8 11 
2,625 1 5 
965 16 l 
1-577 11 - 
830 6 8 

1,905 6 - since dead. 
1.558 3 4 
1,086 2 4 

288 19 5 

1.072 63,} 

1,25a 2 to 
2,164 14 6 
7.306 7 10 
88g - - 
3.413 7 2 

2,364 10 4 since dead. 



1 asrsr of the ReturM 1 «• ** » 



Join Judkin Butler, 

Marshal of Dublin, and Register of Pawnbrokers in Wand, 
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Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin— continued. 



YEAR ending December 1835. 



Armagh - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
Antrim 
Athy 
ditto 

Athlone - 
Bailieborough 
Ballymacarret 
Ballyshannon 
Banbridge 
Bandon 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
Bangor 
Belfast 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto - 
ditto 
Boyle 
Buttevant - 
Burrisakane 
Callan 

Carrickfergus 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto - 
Carlow 

Castlecaulfield 
Cavan 
Charleville 
Clones 
Clonmell - 
Clouglmakilty 
ditto 
Cove 

Donaghadee 

ditto 

Downpatrick 

ditto 

Drogheda 
ditto - 
ditto 
Dublin 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto - 



pawnbrokers’ 



James Starr 
Margaret Robinson - 
Alexander Gibson - 
Elizabeth Mathews - 
Laurence Sherry 
Samuel Reid - 
Jane Bailey 
John Rooney - 
Andrew Hopkins 
Francis West - 
John Jacobson 
Richard Bailey 
Samuel Bradbury 
Joseph Bennett 
Richard Williams 
William Kingston 
John Shine 
Robert Fuller - 
James Edwards 
Alexander Miller 
Robert Johnston 
Anne Bingham 
Joseph M‘ Dowell 
William Gilbert 
James K. Patterson - 
William Phillips 
Robert Gilmore 
Robert Beggs - 
James M‘Kee - 
James Pelan - 
John Brogan - 
William M‘B. Sibbin 
J. E. Lynn 
James Marshall 
James Macartney 
Mary Patterson 
S. & A. Bradford 
Margaret M'Kibben 
James Gilbert - 
Henry Browne 
Hugh Kearns & Co. - 
John M'Dornan 
James Worrall 
Maria Murphy 
James Ryan 
James Spring, jun. - 
Michael Lynch 
William Hendren - 
Thomas Johnston - 
Eliza Reid 
Hugh Stewart - 
James Comerford - 
Samuel M'Minn 
John Brady 
Richard Rail ugh 
John Brady 
Mary A. O’Neill - 
William Bennett 
Bennett & Co. 

Arthur Waugh - 
James Ross 
John Ferguson 
Henry M'Namara - 
James Yates Young - 
B. Finnegan - 
Joseph Montgomery 
Alexander Carswell - 
William Brophy 
Francis Byrne - 
Augustine Byrne 
William Dunne 



January 1822 
July - 1824 
May - 1826' 
June - 1831 
March - 1833 
Sept. - 1831 
May - 1831 
February 1 835 
Dec. - 1833 
March - 1835 
June - 1835 
March - 1835 
January 1827 

August - 1810 
October 1821 
February 1828 
Sept. - 1828 
January 1826 
June - 1833 



August- 1824 
Sept. - 1824 
Sept. - 1825 
January 1826 
July - 1829 
January 1830 
July - 1831 
August- 1831 
March - 1833 
May - 1833 
August - 1833 
October 1833 
July - 1834 
Nov. - 1834 
Sept. - 1834 
Sept. - 1834 
Nov. - 1834 
March - 1835 
August- 1835 
August- 1835 
July - 1835 
April - 1833 
July - 1834 
April - 1831 
July - 1824 
Sept. - 1834 
Sept. - 1834 
Feb. - 1830 
July - 1835 
April - 1834 
Nov. - 1833 
January 1829 
October 1829 

Nov. - 1822 
October 1833 

January 1830 
January 1835 
May - 1833 
April - 1833 

June - 1829 
March - 1834 



21,763 

12,584 

12,465 

1 5-994 
19,089 
8,831 
20,160 
11,482 
12,999 
2,025 
10,358 
10,370 
i5,m 
27,966 
2,372 
13,710 
20,138 
3.13- 



SUMS LENT. 



£. 5 . (I 

2,657 4 3 
1,323 12 3 
2,307 13 9 

1,435 16 3 
734 6 7 

902 17 9 
i,H3 16 7 l 
354 5 
942 18 34 
1,933 5 - 
2,062 14 10 
3,857 19 7 1 
484 7 ‘i£ 

2,282 11 9J 
3,336 9 5 



OBSERVATIONS. 



since dead. 

since declined business. 



since declined business. 



icj,68S 


3,772 


10 


4 1 


3,187 


319 


19 


11 


18,508 


1,526 


7 


1 


20,034 


3,100 


- 


- 


15,142 


1,445 


4 


3 


45,608 


9,H3 


3 


6 1 


2 7,H4 


4,871 


11 


10 


22,095 


2,330 


6 


- 


26,065 


2,96;) 


5 


8 


24,780 


2,836 


10 




35,935 


3,632 


15 


3 


34,499 


4,145 


10 


5 


9,697 


1,266 


G 


4 


12,51 1 


1,975 


1 


- 


14,809 


820 


6 


4 


17,004 


1,182 


6 


9 


5,801 


658 


14 




33,315 


2,830 


19 


5 a 


7,6£)3 


826 


14 


94 



8,269 

15>4H 

26,435 

7,190 

3,893 

6,477 

9,662 

10,238 

5,851 

2,548 

591 

4,353 

16,776 

11,147 

18,070 

141 

12,579 

13,986 

8,271 

9,964 

12,259 

n,G8o 

3,000 

9>644 

8,061 

9,814 

6,054 

36,921 

37,746 

5i,3H 

78,574 

72,812 

86,697 

84,004 



303 4 9 

1,766 9 5 
1,960 u 5 
550 16 11 J 
287 12 1 
5 84 17 5i 
1,152 10 6 
1,519 10 6 
540 3 9 
297 2 2 
80 16 10 i 
352 1 1 
1,492 15 -l 
1,100 16 8 
1,563 9 3 
15 15 1 
1,465 9 



1,005 

2,812 

2,5H 



7 h 



789 

893 

575 

875 

644 

4,826 

3,741 

2,854 

0,240 

10,805 

10,412 

9,351 



8 U 

7 7* 

13 11 

12 10 
7 6 
7 2£ 
2 5 

u 



4 

5 

1 6 
5 10 



since declined business. 



since declined business. 



since declined business, 
since declined business. 



since declined business. 



since declined business. 



since declined business, 
since declined business. 

( continued .) 
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appendix to report from select committee 



Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dtiblitt — continued. 



NO. 


TOWNS. 


pawnbrokers’ 

NAMES. 


DATES OF 
REGISTRY. 


TICKETS. 


SUMS LENT. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


72 


Year ending Dec 


mber 1835 — continued. 
Eliza M'Namnra 




74.300 


£. s. d. 
6,733 11 1 


for I3eresford-street office. 




Thomas M'Namara - 


- 


56,330 


5,048 1 0 - 


74 




Thomas M'Namara - 


- 


53/»t5 


5,856 11 11 


for King-street office. 




Thomas M'Namara - 


- 


7 1 ,660 


9, () oi 7 9 


for r l homas-street office. 






Patrick M ‘Garry 


- 


73,3^0 


12,102 - 2 








Thomas Murphy 


- 


123,708 


18,106 16 7 




78 




William Parkes 


... 


10,535 


13,553 5 5 




79 

80 


ditto - 


Laurence Redmond - 
Joseph Sanderson - 




39, 281 


io,355 3 6 
8,045 4 1 


since declined business. 


81 


ditto 


Samuel Spencer 


- 


59,2 59 


8,523 - 10 




82 


ditto 


John Spring - 


- 


114,072 


16,558 6 5 










... 


105,628 


1 3,902 8 2 


since declined business. 


84 




John Whitcraft 


- 


102,282 

64,968 


18,545 18 G£ 


85 




Henry Williams 


- 


1 3,644 5 5 




86 




Patrick Campoell 


February 1815 


116,719 


14,699 18 5 


for Mary’s Abbey office. 






Christopher Wall 


May - 3818 


5i,5W 


5A39 1° 4 


88 




Christopher Wall 


May - 1818 


29,918 


30,408 lC 13 J 


ior Ircdcrick-street office. 


89 




Henry Booth - 


Sept. - 1818 


83,721 


13,168 16 - 


for Bride-street office. 






Henry Booth - 


Sept. - 1838 


108,214 


32,082 6 8 


for Fleet-street office. 






Henry Booth - 


Sept. - 1818 


72,191 

58,606 


11,084 15 3 


for Bishop-street office. 




ditto - 


Henry Burrows 


March - 3819 


6,344 6 10 


since declined business. 




ditto - 


Stephen Parker 


March - 1819 


21,395 

67,42.5 


8,313 16 3 

8,635 - - 






ditto - 


James Simmons 


April - 1821 






ditto 


Richard Spring 
John Quin 


April - 3823 


72,568 


8,561 - 8 


since declined business. 




ditto 


March - 3822 


41,970 


4,611 18 - 




ditto - 


Michael Fahie - 


March - 1823 


80,662 


10,748 17 9 
6,U}2 6 1 J 


since declined business. 




ditto - 


John Anderson 


March - 1828 


34,284 




ditto - 


Patrick Gillespie 


April - 1830 


97,074 


10,268 q 2 




100 


ditto - 


Patrick Fennell 


May - 1833 


89,725 


12,229 - 3 




101 


ditto - 


Prudence Henderson 


May - 1830 


89,168 


13,931 12 3 


for Henry-street office. 


102 


ditto - 


Samuel Smith - 


May - 1 830 


84,001 


14,268 10 10 




ditto - 


Samuel Smith - 


May - 1830 


6 q,.^o8 


11,542 12 3 


for Cupel-street office. 


104 


ditto - 


Thomas Fannin 


June - 1830 


82,113 


a, 474 is 5 


for Marlborougli-st. office. 




ditto - 


Thomas Fannin 


June - 1830 


101,188 

78,446 


13,564 1 2 


for Mecklcnliurgli street office. 


306 


ditto - 


Thomas Fannin 


June - 1830 


10,593 14 8 J 


for James’s-street office. 


107 


ditto - 


Michael Nowlan 


April - 3831 


45,247 


8,739 8 4 


for Nassau-street office. 


108 


ditto - 


Michael Nowlan 


April - 1833 






for Dorset-street office. 


109 


ditto - 


Thomas Charles 


April - 1833 


H9,305 


14,300 8 8 


since declined business. 


110 


ditto - 


John Richardson 


May - 3833 


55,885 


4,932 12 2* 


since dead. 


111 


ditto - 


John Pearson - 


April - 3834 


42,49 8 


7,137 l6 2,1 


for Denzille street office. 


312 


ditto - 


John Pearson - 


April - 3834 


51,981 




for Nicholas-street office. 


n 3 


ditto 


Thomas Smullen 


April - 1834 


105,448 


1 1 ,698 4 8 


since declined business. 


314 


ditto - 


James Power - 


May - 1834 


51,061 


4,080 4 4 


”5 


Dundalk - 


Christopher Crowe - 


February 1830 


28,683 


3,169 14 2 




316 


ditto 


Patrick M'Guinness - 


June - 3831 


9,159 






117 


ditto - 


Samuel Bradford 


Nov. - 1836 


43,300 






318 


Dungarvan 


Patrick Ronayne 




17,273 


2,054 n 8 


since dead. 


”9 


ditto 


Edward Patterson - 


March - 3833 








3 20 


ditto 


Catherine Walsh 


March - 1831 


5,822 


1,501 7 10 


since declined business. 


121 


Dungannon 


Thomas Agnew 


January 1828 


9,198 


884 17 - 




122 

123 


ditto - 
ditto 


Anne Dickson - 
Charles O'Neill 


Nov. - 1833 
March - 1827 


10,624 






124 


Dunmanway 


John M‘ Donald 


February 1820 


5,956 






125 


ditto - 


Thomas Gardiner - 


- 1828 








126 


Edenderry 


Henry J ones - 


May - 1833 


9,157 


467 10 - 




127 


Ennis 


Patrick Burke - 


8,844 






128 


ditto 


James Byrne - 


August- 1829 


27,237 






129 


ditto - 


Anne Bunton - 


Dec. - 1829 


20,326 






130 

131 


ditto - 
Enniscorthy 


William Lardner 
William Warren 


October 1833 
May - 1832 


10,404 

16,576 


1,535 2 5 




132 


Enniskillen 


Richard Bailey 


May - 1831 


21,775 




since declined business. 


133 


ditto 


William Armstrong - 


June - 3831 




since declined business. 


234 


ditto - 


Richard Crooke 


January 1834 






135 

136 


Ennistymon 
Fermoy - 


Thomas Curran 
Dennis Downing 


October 1833 
October 1830 


8,607 


1,035 12 3 


I37j 


Galway - 


James Walsh - 


January 1823 








138 


ditto - 


Margaret Burke 


January 1825 








i39 


ditto 


Patrick Duggan 


October 1832 








140 

141 

142 

143 


ditto 

Gort 

Kilkenny - 
ditto - 


Edward Power 
Festus Kelly - 
Anne Reynolds 
John Porter 


May - 1835 
June - 1831 
Dep. - 1814 
August 3822 


19,683 

4,424 

24,601 

6,850 


1,631 6 9 
496 1 8 8 
2,267 18 9 




144 


ditto - 


Bridget Campion 


January 3831 


25,788 






145 


ditto - 


Louis Uorke - 


May - 1831 


31,586 


4,064 6 1 
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Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin — continued. 



NO. 


TOWNS. 


pawnbrokers' 

NAMES. 


DATES OF 
REGISTRY. 


TICKETS. 


SUMS LENT. 


OBSERVATIONS. 




Year ending Dec 


ember 1835 — continued. 






£. S. 


d. 




146 


Killarney - 


John Carberry 


Dec. - 1831 


9,627 


88l 1 


9 




147 


Kilfinnan - 


John Gearon - 


Sept. - 1834 


5.457 

39.516 


696 l6 


3 




148 


Kinsale - 


D. & J. Sullivan - 


July - 1818 


4,799 6 


4 * 




149 


ditto 


Mary Williams 


March - 1825 


129,407 


2,657 12 


10 




15 0 


ditto 


George Williams 


January 1832 


129.945 


2 , 39 i 9 


n* 




I5I 


Limerick - 


Michael Donovan 


- 


34,888 


3,885 12 


5 k 




J 52 


ditto 


Alexander Trousdale 


- 


39,828 

io,G8i 


3,559 7 


8 I 




153 


ditto 


Mort. Shannon 


- 


i ,437 16 


- 


since declined business. 


154 


ditto 


Mathew Connellan - 


October 1821 


13.467 


1,357 2 


3 




155 


ditto 


James Myles - 


May - 1823 


5 > 9°9 


397 ~ 


9 i 


since declined business. 


15 6 


ditto - - 


Robert Stuart - 


May - 1823 


6,543 


1 ,020 8 
6.350 13 


5 




J 57 


ditto - - j 


Timothy Bunton 


July - 1825 


21,558 


1* 




15 8 


ditto 


Michael Kelly - 


January 1826 


16,431 


2,101 14 


10 




159 


ditto 


Margaret Lawson - 


October 1826 


32,543 


4,960 2 


1 




160 


ditto 


Hannah Russell 


May - 1829 


32,479 


1,818 6 


4 




161 


Lisburne - - , 


Erskine Nealey 


April - 1821 


23,328 


2,916 18 


4 1 




162 


ditto 


Jane Spence - 


April - 1821 


13,132 


1,500 - 


5 




163 


ditto 


Hugh Seeds - 


April - 1821 


30,299 


5,521 15 


6 




164 


ditto 


Hugh M'Call - 


January 1828 


1 3,606 


1,642 3 


10 




165 


Lismore - 


John Slattery - 


May - 1835 


5,037 


76a 14 


3 


since declined business. 


166 


Listowel - 


W. C. Hartnett 


- 


4.348 


562 13 


3 


167 


Londonderry 


John M'Cormick 


July - 1831 


24,129 


2,419 7 


9 




168 


ditto 


George Williamson - 


January 1832 


25,349 


5,203 u 


10 




169 


Longford - 


Michael Quin - 


July - 1835 


3,640 


268 - 


11 




170 


Loughrea - 


William Hardey 


hi arch - 1829 


3,124 


122 - 


3 




171 


ditto 


John Dillon 


March -1826 


17,648 


1,063 19 


8 




J 72 


Macroom - 


George Wiseman 


January 1819 


14,242 


2,109 1 


- 




173 


Markethill 


Francis Grey - 


January 1833 


6,163 


718 13 


9 




174 


Monaghan 


John Hewitt - 


May - 1827 


10,629 


1,084 6 


8 




175 


Mountmellick - 


Janies Fitzgerald 


October 1833 


3,949 


•321 7 


H 




176 


ditto 


John Haslam - 


August 1836 


17,503 


2,124 5 
1,065 18 


5 




177 


Ncnngh - 


Patrick Magrath 


August 1834 


10,703 


6 


since declined business. 


178 


New Ross 


William Ryan - 


8,179 


324 11 


5 


179 


Newry 


George Frazer 


- 1827 


15,191 


l i ,770 - 


10-i 




180 


ditto 


Richard Whitehead - 


- 1827 


12,343 


1 ,684 1 


8* 




181 


ditto 


James Bradford 


May - 1827 


18,625 


5,345 4 


3 


since declined business. 


182 


ditto 


Thomas Laing & Co. 


January 1829 


10,510 


1,030 12 


5 a 




183 


ditto 


James Wardlow 


June - 1831 


7,145 


780 18 


8 




184 


ditto 


George Quinn - 


May - 1832 


6,590 


992 11 


l 


since dead. 


185 


ditto 


Henry Collins - 


Dec. - 1833 


17,239 


1,553 4 


2 




186 


ditto 


Richard Harcourt - 


Dec. - 1833 


16,729 


1,443 8 


lOi 




387 


Newtov/nhamilton 


John Mills 


February 1831 


4,656 


313 7 






188 


Passage, West - 


Daniel. Heagerty 


April - 1831 




1,203 19 


2 




189 


Portadown 


John Mays 


April - 1835 


4 , 3 io 


191 7 


2 




19° 


Roscrea - 


John Delany - 


July - 1824 


28,906 


4,250 2 


11 




191 


Rathkeale 


Julius Ruttle - 


June - 1824 


14,176 


2,249 12 


8 




192 


Rathfryland 


John Savage - 


February 1832 


7,877 


717 - 


8 




193 


Tanderagee 


Robert Robinson 


Sept. - 1834 


io ,443 


878 10 


10 




194 


Tallow - 


Patrick Higgins 


Sept. - 1834 


7,132 


959 10 


4 * 




195 


Tralee 


Henry Ruttle - 


Nov. - 1822 


30,307 


2,115 13 


3 




396 


ditto 


Thomas Bunton 


Sept. - 1827 


42,256 


6,240 19 
1 1,481 16 


7 * 




197 


Tuam 


John Mangan - 


February 1835 


12,468 


6 




198 


Tulla 


Mort. Shannon 


February 1835 


3,805 


632 18 


9 




199 


Tullamore 


Henry Whitesides - 


May - 1824 


17,723 


849 9 


1 1 




200 


ditto 


Laurence Mackey - 


April - 1832 


32,060 


3,679 7 


7 i 




201 ; 


Waterford 


Catherine Duffy 


- 


6,344 


1,025 11 


— 


since declined business. 


202 ■ 


ditto 


Catherine Flynn 


- 


15,811 


2,409 8 


11 


203 ; 


ditto 


David O'Reilly 


. 


5,768 


562 18 


G 


since dead. 


204 1 


ditto 


Catherine Power 


- - - 


4,433 


436 14 


3 




205 1 


ditto 


Hannah Pounder 


- 


22,089 


3,152 5 


li 




206 ■ 


ditto 


William Slaney 


- 


2,880 


365 12 


- : 




207 : 


ditto 


Eleanor Lawton 


April - 1822 


16,682 


3,322 14 


7 




208 ! 


ditto - 


Edward Slaney 


March - 1823 


25,639 


2,775 ~ 


7 




209 ! 


ditto 


Fenton W. Case 


June - 1825 


20,144 


1,688 18 


9 




210 


ditto - - ; 


Robert Sheffield 


May - 1827 


19,630 


2,401 - 


1 




211 | 


ditto - - j 


John Irwin 


June - 1827 


22,293 


3,299 13 


4 




212 


ditto - - 1 


Edward Madigan 


June - 1828 


11,184 


1,065 4 


8 




213 


ditto - - ! 


Catherine Manning - 


May - 1 829 


32,302 


2,789 14 


- 




214 


ditto 


Margaret Manning - 


May - 1829 


34,891 • 


3,089 3 


2 




2 J 5 , 


ditto 


Edward Grennan - \ 


October 1829 


16,990 


2,678 14 


8 




216 ' 


ditto 


John Noble 


April - 1831 


8,583 


6.53 2 


3 




217 


ditto - - 1 


Anne Todd 


October 1832 


28,960 


2,882 17 
2,278 16 


1 




218 


ditto - - i 


Daniel Doyle - 


June - 1834 


27,474 


8 




219 

0. 


ditto - - | 

,88. 


John O’Brien - 


August 1834 
U 


5,943 


423 4 




(continued.) 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin— continued. 



NO. 


TOWNS. 


pawnbrokers’ 

N AMES. 


DATES OF 
REGISTRY. 


TICKETS. 


SUMS LENT. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


220 


Year ending Dec 
Waterford 


ember 1835 — continued. 
Elizabeth Kavanagh 


April - 1835 


25,916 


£. 

2,085 


s. d. 




221 


Warrenpoint 


William Johnston 


October 1832 


8,08 1 


880 


7 « 




222 


Wexford - 


William Lee 


January 1832 


11,783 


1,265 


10 0 




223 


Youghall - 


William Parry - 


42,000 


3,331 


5 6 


since dead. 


224 


ditto 


Catherine Walsh 


February 1820 


29,524 

16,674 


17,221 


4 n 




225 


ditto - 


Susan Meilin - 


Nov. - 1832 


2,288 


3 11 


since dead. 



21 



I certify the foregoing to be a true account of the Returns I have received this (my fourth) year 
from the Pawnbrokers of Ireland. 



So answers 



April 1833. 



John Judliin Butler, 

Marshal and Register. 



YEAR ending December 183G. 



1 


Armagh - 


James Starr 


2 


ditto 


Margaret Robinson - 


3 


ditto - 


Alexander Gibson - 


4 


ditto - 


Elizabeth Mathews - 


5 


ditto - 


Laurence Sherry 


6 


Athlone - 


Andrew Hopkins 


7 


Aughnacloy 


Samuel Hetherington 


8 


Antrim 


John Birnie 


9 


ditto - 


Samuel Reid - 


10 


A thy 


Jane Bailey 


11 


ditto 


John Rooney - 


12 


Askcaton - 


Patrick O’Donnell - 


13 


Bandon - 


Joseph Bennett 


H 


ditto - 


Thomas Fuller 


15 


ditto 


Dora Kingston 


16 


ditto 


Richard Williams 


17 


ditto 


James Edwards 


18 


ditto - 


John Shine 


19 


ditto 


Robert Fuller - 


20 


ditto 


Thomas Bennett 


21 


BrufF 


Edward Hall - 


22 


ditto 


Anne Lundon - 


23 


Banbridge 


Samuel Bradbury - 


24 


ditto 


William M'Clelland - 


25 


Bangor 


Alexander Miller 


26 


Bray 


James Kearns - 


27 


Boyle 


Maria Murphy - 


28 


Bailieborough - 


Francis West - 


29 


Ballymena 


Thomas Meek - 


30 


Belfast 


Joseph M ‘Dowell 


31 


ditto 


Henry Patterson 


32 


ditto - 


John Hill & Co. 


33 


ditto 


Robert Johnston 


34 


ditto 


Anne Bingham 


35 


ditto 


Arthur Aickin - 


36 


ditto 


William Jenkins 


37 


ditto - 


William Gilbert 


3 8 


ditto 


William Philips 


39 


ditto - 


Robert Gilmore 


40 


ditto 


Robert Beggs - 


4 1 


ditto 


James M'Kee - 


42 


ditto 


William Young 


43 


ditto 


E. J. Lynn 


44 


ditto 


Henry Maguire 


45 


ditto 


James Macartney 


46 


ditto 


W. M‘B. Sibbin 


47 


ditto 


James Gilbert - 


48 


ditto 


Margaret M‘Kibben 


49 


ditto 


Henry Browne - 


50 


ditto 


Samuel Neill - 


5i 


ditto 


George Kinsey, &c. 


52 


ditto - - 


John M'Dornan 


53 


ditto 


William Holland 


54 


ditto 


Henry Fowler - 


* 


ditto 


Robert Gregory 



January 1822 


24,543 


2,465 13 


9 


July - 1824 


12,719 


1,221 10 
2,587 19 


6-’- 


May - 182G 


16,577 


1* 


June - 1831 


6,899 


530 4 


5 


March - 1833 


21,923 


1,662 11 


7 


Dec. - 1833 


17,631 


1,589 - 




Sept. - 1836 


7i 5 


65 3 


9 


March - 1828 


5,923 


459 4 


4 


Sept. - 1831 


9,808 


907 14 


11 


May - 3831 


25,030 


1,285 3 


_ 


February 1835 


24,641 


1,875 16 


9 


October 1835 


3,696 


458 12 


2 


- 


26,533 


3,736 7 


7 




| 18,896 


2,487 1 


4 ( 


- 


9»6o3 


1,860 2 




August 1819 


2,406 


440 9 


9~ 


January 1826 


17,412 


3,658 16 


i| 


February 1828 


18,041 


3,295 14 




Sept. - 1828 


18,615 


2,410 8 


6 


October 1836 


2,936 


349 11 


7 b 


April - 1831 


1.713 


195 5 




June - 1836 


2,608 

15.436 


284 9 


11 


January 1827 


2,099 3 


4 


February 1836 


14,443 


1,396 1 


7 


June - 1833 


4,762 


547 H 


7 


Dec. - 1835 


19,662 


1 ,565 5 


11 


July - 1835 


u,536 


1,479 9 


4i 


March - 1835 


3,054 


570 6 


4 


April - 1 836 


5,809 


408 4 


1J 


- 


15,938 


1,945 17 


5 b 


- 


27,913 


2,541 - 


7 


■ 


13,610 


950 1 


1 


- 


16,469 


1,590 2 


4 


February 1821 


18,009 


3,094 14 


4 


20,889 


6,610 11 




March - 1821 


52,403 


5,>83 3 


4 


August 1824 


16,256 


5>653 4 


8 


Sept. - 1825 


21,843 


4,133 17 


1* 

2 


January 1826 


45,451 


4,878 3 


July - 1829 


31,699 


3,976 13 


2 b 
1 


July - 1830 


41,092 


4,691 - 


February 1832 


22,609 


1,857 5 


3 


May - 1833 


15,786 


974 1 


3 b 


February 1833 
October 1833 


22,433 

5,892 


3,309 11 
659 17 


9 

11 J 


March - 1833 


14,084 


2,335 12 


9 


Sept. - 1834 


19,116 


2,275 2 


8 b 


Sept. - 1834 


11,310 


447 18 




Nov. - 1834 


26,724 


3,096 13 


3 


Dec. - 1834 


15,818 


995 - 




July - 1835 


25,690 


2,266 1 


-b 

6 


August 1835 


17,494 


1,743 13 


Nov. - 1835 


12,410 


829 18 




January 1836 


20,587 


2,056 12 


ib 


June - 1836 


6,459 


490 7 ] 


1 04 



since dead. 



since declined business, 
since declined business. 



since declined business. 
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Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin— continued. 



pawnbrokers’ 

NAMES. 



DATES OF 
REGISTRY. 



Year ending 
Belfast 
ditto - 
ditto 
ditto 

Buttevant 
Ballinasloc 
Bnllyshannon 
Clonmell - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto - 
ditto 

Carrickfergus 

ditto 

Cloughnakilty 

ditto 

Carrick-on-Suir 
ditto - 
ditto 

Castleblaoey 
Carlow 
Cover 
Cashell 
D unmanway 
ditto 
Dublin 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto - 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Drogheda 

ditto 

ditto 

Dromore - 
Dundalk - 

ditto 

ditto 

Dungarvan 

ditto 

Downpatrick 



December 1836 — continued. 
Faithful Tate - 
Daniel Molloy 
Mary Patterson 
Samuel M'Dougal - 
James llyan 
Deborah A. Roe 
Richard Bailie - 
Catherine Walsh 
Mathew Shanahan - 
Richard Shanahan - 
Costen & Patterson - 
Cornelius Sullivan - 
Anne Davis 
Eliza Reid 
Thomas Johnston 
William Bennett 
Thomas Bennett & Co. 
William Keating 
J. O’Cavanagh 
Denis Fitzgerald 
Patrick Farrell 
James Comerford 
Arthur Waugh 
Patrick Lyttleton 
John M'Donald 
Thomas Gardiner 
Henry Booth - 
Henry Booth - 
Henry Booth - 
Christopher Wall 
Christopher Wall 
Stephen Parker 
Richard Spring 
James Simmons 
John Quinn 
Patrick Gillespie 
Samuel Smith - 
Samuel Smith - 
Prudence Henderson 
Thomas Fannin 



October 
October 
July 
May - 
April 



0.88. 



Thomas Fannin 
Maurice Nowlan 
Maurice Nowlan 
Walter Doorley 
Patrick Fannell 
John Pearson - 
John Pearson - 
Thomas Smullen 
James O’Gorman 
Samuel Dunne 
Eliza M'Namara 
Thomas M'Namara 
Thomas M'Namara 
Thomas M‘Namara 
William Brophy 
Francis Byrne 
William Dunne 
Samuel Spencer 
Joseph Sanderson 
John Spring - 
John Spring - 
Laurence Redmond 
Bernard Finnegan 
Joseph Montgomery 
Alexander Carswell 
George Hampton 
Ch. Crowe 
Patrick M'Guinness 
William Bradford 
Patrick Ronayne 
Edward Patterson - 
Henry M'Namara - 



March - 1836 
March - 1835 
Sept. - 1829 
July - 1825 
March - 1831 
Nov. - 1835 
February 1836 
Nov. - 1836 
Sept. - 1834 
Sept. - 1834 
Nov. - 1822 
October 1833 
May - 1817 
Dec. - 1824 
June - 1832 
June - 1836 
July - 1 835 



March - 1828 
February 1820 
- - - 1828 
Sept. - 1818 
Sept. - 1818 
Sept. - 1818 
May - 1818 
May - 1818 
March - 1819 
April - 1821 
April - 1821 
March - 1822 
April - 1830 
May - 1830 
May - 1830 
May - 1830 
June - 1830 



TICKETS. 


SUMS LENT. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


3,903 


£. s. d. 
223 18 5 




I,2°9 

38,115 


78 10 9 




4,058 2 5 




4,264 


320 10 6 


since declined business. 


12,301 


1,584 7 8 


10,084 


461 2 11 




10,900 


1,498 10 - 





June - 1830 
April - 1831 
April - 1831 
October 1832 
May - 1833 
April - 1 834 
April - 1834 
April - 1834 
June - 1836 
October 1836 



June - 1829 
March - 1834 
April - 1836 
February 1 830 
June - 1831 
Sept. - 1834 

March - 1831 
May - 1833 

I I 



35,986 

25,898 

17.550 

25.550 

21,395 

67,392 

21,084 

2,268 



13,877 

8,199 

15,037 

1,900 

35,620 

14,301 
26,688 
5,292 
2,124 
120,040 
76,940 
80,283 
41 .758 
85,290 
20,566 
79,346 

71,025 

33,455 

"8,539 

65,93' 

89,494 

90,838 

17,981 

80,454 
128,805 
64,535 
111,626 
1 20,633 
95,6 70 
104,181 
115,269 
54,198 
4,604 
86,378 
54,170 

114,318 

42,440 

69,516 

76,887 

83,890 

74,i83 

58,896 

86,070 

24.385 

98,807 

36,746 

4L992 

46,434 

7,6'34 

£2,597 

9,538 

23,300 

7,862 

13,425 j 

10,127 



5,220 15 5 

3,465 - - 

2,801 17 6 

3,515 18 - 

1,877 13 5 
7.605 1 7 5 
1,676 1 2 4 

242 9 ~ 

2,869 10 3 
2,344 2 8 
1,060 15 9 
670 



1,161 

289 

2,918 



'7 5 
'3 4 



1,033 


2 


1 


3,59 4 


3 


10 


823 




6 


424 


15 


7 


37,'42 


3 


- 


11,031 


2 


9 


13,399 


5 


1 


3,363 


15 


- 


5,975 


3 


8 


7,983 


11 


5 


9>5o8 


12 


9 


9,313 


- 


— 


3,255 


5 


- 


10,845 


2 


3 


12,221 

14,881 


4 


11 


5 


- 


14,659 


12 


6 


10,147 


8 


2 


10,588 


3 


1° M 


16,504 


6 


4 


9,2*3 


2 


11 


12,322 


18 


10 


16,311 


5 


9 


10,024 


4 


11 


12,997 


10 


3 


13,119 


17 


2 


4.585 


10 


6 


6 55 


11 


31 


8.477 


5 


11 



5,232 15 - 

16,899 18 2 
5,189 13 6 
9,769 1 2 

! i,395 6 8 
9>645 9 4 4 
o,499 1 7 

1,055 6 .7 
10,979 12 - 
17,944 4 8 
12,172 12 4 
5,260 16 i 
4,012 16 6 J 
4,507 15 
745 15 8 
3,990 1 3 
792 12 7$ 
2,761 3 4 
744 7 4 
1,904 7 7 
1,057 13 5 



for Parliament-row office, 
for Bride-street office, 
for Bishop-street office, 
for Bolton-street office, 
for Mary’s Abbey office. 



since declined business. 

for Capel-street office, 
for Henry -street office, 
since dead. 

- - for Marlborough-strect 
office. 

for James's-street office, 
for Dorsct-street office, 
for Nassau-street office. • 



for Nicholas-street office, 
for Crampton-court office. 



forBeresford-street office, 
for Thomas-street office, 
for King-street office. 



since declined business, 
for Meath -street office, 
for Francis-street office. 



since declined business. 



(1 continued .) 
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Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin — continued. 







pawnbrokers’ 






NAMES. 




Year ending December 1836 — continued. 


128 


Downpatrick - 


James Y. Young 


129 


Dungannon 


Charles O’Neill 




ditto - 


Thomas Agnew 




ditto - 


Anne Dickson 


132 


Dingle 


Keily & O’Donnell - 


133 


Donaghadee 


Janies Ross 


134 


ditto - 


John Ferguson 


135 


Ennis 


James Byrne - 


136 


ditto - 


Anne Bunton - 




ditto - 


William Lardner 


138 


Enniskillen 


William Armstrong - 


139 


ditto - 


George Joyce - 


140 


Edenderry 


Henry Jones - 


141 


Enniscorthy 


William Warren 


142 


Ennistymon 


Thomas Curran 


143 


Fermoy - 


Catherine Walsh 


144 


ditto - 


Dennis Downing 


145 


Galway - 


James Walsh - 


146 


ditto 


Margaret Burke 


H 7 


ditto 


John Murray * 


148 


ditto - 


Patrick Duggan 


149 


ditto 


Edward Power 


150 


ditto - 


Richard Feeny 


151 


Granard - 


James Moore - - I 


152 


Gort 


Festus Kelly - 


153 


Kinsale - 


J. Sullivan 


154 


ditto - 


Mary Williams 


m 


ditto 


George Williams 


156 


Killaloe - 


John Doyle 


157 


Kilfinnan - 


JohnGearon - 


158 


Kilkenny - 


Anne Reynolds 


1.-59 


ditto - 


John Porter 


160 


ditto - 


Bridget Campion 


161 


ditto 


Louis Ilorke - 


162 


Killarney - 


John Carberry 


163 


Larne 


James Highton 


164 


Limerick - 


Elizabeth Parker 


165 


ditto - 


William Ashton 


ldti 


ditto - 


Stephen Drysdale - 


167 


ditto - 


William Joynte 


168 


ditto - 


Mathew Connellan - 


169 


ditto 


Edward Homan 


170 


ditto - 


Timothy Bunton 


171 


ditto - 


Michael Barron 


172 


ditto - 


Messrs. Myles & Co. 


J 73 


ditto - 


, Margaret Lawson 


174 


ditto 


Michael Kelly - 


175 


ditto - 


Hannah Russell 


17b 


ditto 


Michael Donovan 


177 


ditto - 


Margaret St. Laurence 


178 


ditto 


Edward G. Parker - 


179 


Longford - 


Michael Quinn 


180 


Lismore &Tullow 


John Slattery - 


181 


Lough rea - 




182 


ditto - 


William Hardy 


183 


Londonderry - 


James M'Cormick - 


184 


ditto - 


George Williamson - 


185 


ditto - 


Marcus M‘Laughlin - 




Lurgan - 




187 

188 


ditto - 
Lisburne - 


Mary Turkington - 


189 


ditto - 


Erskine Nealey 


190 


ditto 


Hugh Seeds 


191 


ditto 


Hugh M'Call - 


192 


Macroom 


George Wiseman 


193 


ditto 




194 


Mallow - 


John Carbury - 


1.95 


Mountmellick - 


William Baker 


196 


ditto - 


James Fitzgerald 


-»97 


ditto 


John Haslam - 


198 


Monaghan 


John Hewitt - 


199 


ditto - 


James Starr - 


200 


Mullingar 


Joseph Finnegan 



dates op 
REGISTRY. 



March - 1827 
January 1828 
Nov. - 1833 

January 1830 
January 1835 
August 1829 
Dec. - 1829 
October 1833 
June - 1831 
August 1836 
May - 1833 
May - 1832 
October 1833 
January 1827 
October 1830 
January 1823 
January 1825 
Dec. - 1827 
October 1S32 
May - 1835 
August 1 836 
, May - 1836 
I June - 1831 
July - 1818 
March - 1825 
January 1832 
Nov. - 1835 
Sept. - 1834 
Dec. - 1814 
August 1822 
January 1831 
May - 1831 
Sept. - 1831 
Sept. - 1 836 



October 1821 
May - 1822 
July - 1823 
May - 1824 
June - 1825 
October 1826 
January 1826 
May - 1 829 
Nov. - 1832 
October 1833 
June - 1834 
July - 1835 
May - 1835 
March - 1826 
March - 1829 
July - 1831 
January 1832 
Nov. - 1835 
April - 1828 
May - 1834 
April - 1821 
April - 1821 
April - 1821 
January 1828 
January 1819 
October 1829 
February 1836 
Sept. - 1832 
October 1833 
August 1836 
May - 1827 

January 1836 



ITCKETS. 


SUMS LENT. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


5.845 


£. s. (1. 
614 9 5 




18,041 


1,033 12 9 




9 . >32 


1,176 12 6 




9,1(15 


453 17 n a 




3,242 


350 9 iJ 


since declined business. 


9,536 


1,034 9 2 

598 2 1 




8,261 

21,803 




2,1 55 18 2 




28,000 


5-497 17 3 




8,118 


1,170 l 8 i 




18,302 


1,263 15 4 




9,500 


1,065 5 S 




9,093 


8.55 3 - 




20,492 


2,193 5 3 




8,932 


1,236 6 11 




31,838 


4,865 4 7 




27,385 


25,978 13 8 




16,567 


1,440 14 4 




10,698 ! 


605 14 6 




19,922 


2,475 3 10 i 




7,280 


832 16 2 J 




32,865 


3,313 14 5 




10,556 


947 17 , i 




2,214 


247 4 S 




6,542 


883 - 6 




- 


4,738 14 3 




- 


,,678 5 5 




22,015 


2,291 15 4 




6,403 


989 15 2 




6,051 


699 4 2 




11,260 


1,631 17 10 




8,37a 


l,ll6 2 54 , 




24,000 


3,440 13 6 




38,185 


5,049 14 . 1 




13,582 


1,038 11 10 l 




1,102 

36,098 


117 18 11 




3,201 10 - 




16,665 

34,518 


1,534 6 7 


since declined business. 


3,477 2 3 




17,893 


3,450 14 9 




11,838 


i> 33 i 5 7 




18,269 


1,734 13 10 




23,091 


6,664 19 -h 




12,758 


1,405 18 - 




25,972 


5,025 5 10 




33,022 


4,273 1 9 




15,538 


=,936 7 5 




36,707 


4,522 1 5 




38,710 


4,490 13 - 




13,608 


6,596 3 - 




6,749 


382 - 9 




10 , 66.3 


870 1 5 




10,011 


L 494 »7 i 




16,359 


1,071 9 8 




1,841 


114 9 11 




23,513 


2,335 9 11 




26,139 


5,095 2 7 




18,713 


1,697 2 10 




21,201 


1,695 14 5 




17,397 


1,508 - 9 




13,497 


1,509 19 - 




23,099 ; 


3,005 9 2 




31,999 


6,221 4 5 




14,591 


2,003 16 9 




H.613 






10,263 


918 8 7£ 




5,399 


497 1 3 




18,350 


2,060 14 7 
604 7 6£ 




5,901 




17,516 


2,209 7 7 




8,68l 


1,292 9 2 




7 , 6 l 8 


823 10 7 


since dead. 


21,158 


2.425 1 8 
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Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin— continued. 



NO. 


TOWNS. 


pawnbrokers’ 

NAMES. 


DATES OP 
REGISTRY. 


TICKETS. 


SUMS 


LENT. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


201 


Year ending Deo 
Moy 


ember 1836 — continued. 
| George Spencer 


June - 1836 


1.403 


l £ ‘ 

| 211 


S. 

l6 


d. 




202 


Maryborough - 


Hugh Bailey - 


February IBS'; 


1 1 ,042 






- h 




203 


Markethill 


Francis Grey - 


January 1833 


7.545 


86l 


8 






204 


Middleton 


Catherine Walsh 


Sept. - 163G 


23,221 


3,506 










Mitchelstown * 


Catherine Walsh 


June - 1831 






16 






206 


Mountrath 


William Tracey 


May - 1829 


!9> 8 72 


2,263 


19 

11 






207 


Newry 


Richard Whitehead - 


- - - 1827 


15,868 








208 


ditto 


Geo. Frazer 


- - - 1827 


14,055 




15 


6 




209 


ditto 


! Charles Murphy 


January 1828 


17,557 








*10 


ditto 


Tlios. Laing & Co. - 


January 1829 


12,475 


1,241 


1 


6 




211 


ditto 


James Hutton - 


March - 1830 


11,400 


1,683 




_ 




212 


ditto 


James Wardlow 


June - 1 S31 


12,350 


619 








21,3 


ditto 


Geo. Quinn 


May - 1832 


8,124 




16 




since dead. 


214 


ditto 


Richard Harcourt - 


Dec. - 1833 


1 8,969 




2 


-h 




215 


ditto 


Henry Collins - 


Dec. - 1833 


17,048 










2lb 


ditto 


John Murdock 


March - 1836 


8,851 


1,188 




8 




217 


Nenagh - 


William Carey 


April - 1826 


7,965 




16 






218 


ditto 


Patrick Magrath 


August 1834 


10,117 


1,212 


16 






219 


ditto 


Mary Hickey - 


May - 1836 


9,242 




G 


11 




220 


ditto 


William Mackey 


July - 1836 


2,013 


158 








221 


Newtownhamilton 


John Mills 


February 1831 


4,259 




5 


2 




222 


ditto 


Alexander Stitt 


October 1835 


l,H9 


269 




6 




223 


Naas 


Ephraim Farrell 


June - 1836 


7,754 


780 


6 






224 


Newtonards 


Alexander M'Connell 


April - 1832 


4,826 






1 




225 


Omagh 


Charles M'Master - 


June - 1835 


7,H9 


863 




1 




226 


Passage, West - 
Portadown 


Daniel Heagarty 


April - 1831 


16,177 


1,387 


13 


64 




227 


John Mays 


April - 1835 


9,883 : 


264 


7 


74 




228 


Ross 


William Ryan - 


- - - 






8 


11 


since declined business. 


22 9 


Rathfryland 


James Savage - 


February 1832 


7,799 




8 


_ 




230 


llathkeale 


Julius Ruttle - 


June - 1824 


9,896 


1,362 




2 




231 


ditto - - : 


John Latchford & Co. 


Dec. - 1834 


13,120 

2,368 










232 


ditto 


Bridget Gill 


August 1836 




12 


11 4 




233 


Roscrea - 


Patrick K invan 


October 1823 






2 


2 i 




234 


ditto 


John Delany - 


July - 1824 


31,68b 






10 




235 


Tralee 


Henry Ruttle - 
Thomas Bunton 


Nov. - 1822 




2,088 








23G 


ditto 


Sept. - 1827 


34.938 


5,958 


1 






237 


ditto 


Anne Bryan 


1 Nov. - 1S35 1 


15,262 


1,389 




2 




238 


ditto 


Christopher Ruttle - 


Nov. - 1835 


20,448 


2,008 


6 


_ 




239 


Tanderagee 


Robert Robinson 


Sept. - 1834 


12,932 


1,381 


5 






24O 


1 uam 


limothy Murray 


... 


25,699 










241 


ditto 


John Mangan - 


February 183.4 


18,788 


2,431 


16 


11 




242 


Tullamore 


Laurence Mackey - 


April - 1832 


29,801 


3,853 


2 






243 


ditto 


Daniel Carroll - 


Nov. - >835 


15,287 




_ 








Waterford 


Edward G rennan 


October 1829 




2,608 


12 






245 


. ditto 


Jno. & Anne Todd - 


October 1832 


29,320 


3,129 




2 




246 


ditto 


John O’Brien - 


August 1834. 




12 






247 


Warrenpoint 


William Johnston - 


October 1832 


7,485 


977 


5 


1 




248 


Wexford - 


William Lee - 


January 1832 


16,057 




16 






249 


Youghall - 


Catherine Walsh 


February 1826 


31,164 


4,697 


14 


6 




250 


ditto 


Susan Meilan 


Nov. - 1832 


15,991 


2,280 


10 


5 4 


since dead. 



I certify the foregoing to be a true account of the Returns I have received this (my fourth) year from 
the Pawnbrokers of Ireland. 

So answers 

21 April 1838. John Judhin Butler, Marshal and Register. 



YEAR ending December 1837. 



1 


Armagh - 


Margaret Robinson - 


July 


1824 


21,206 


415 9 7i 




2 


ditto 


Alexander Gibson - 


May - 1826 


19,612 






3 


ditto 


Laurence Sherry 


May 


1833 


23,712 


1,448 7 3| 


- - not yet commenced 


4 


ditto 


David Scarlett - 


March - 1837 


- 


5 


ditto 


Alexander Starr 


April 


- >837 


28,749 


2,729 13 6 

756 18 10 


business. 




ditto 


Margaret Starr 


June 


- 1837 


8,020 

2,462 




7 


Adare 


Grace Smyth - 


May 


- 1837 


367 9 4 






Athlone - 


Timothy Murray 


March - 1830 


52,215 


678 H 7j 




9 


Antrim 


John Birnio 


March - 1828 


4,268 






10 


ditto * 


Samuel Reid - 


Sept. 


- 1831 


10,010 

4,418 

26,797 






11 

12 

13 


Aughnacloy 
Askeaton - 
A thy 


Samuel I-Ictherington 
Patrick M'Donncll - 
Jane Bailey 


Sept. - 1 836 
October 1835 
May - 1831 


422 13 5 




14 

15 


ditto . - 
Ballina 


John Rooney - 
R. J. O’Donovan. 


February 1835 


23,390 


2,254 14 3 





0.88, X 2 ( continued .) 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin — continued. 



TICKETS. SUMS LENT. 



Year ending December 1837 —continued. 



16 Buttevant- 

17 Burrisakane 

1 8 Bray 

19 Bandon - 

20 ditto - 

21 ditto - 

22 ditto - 

23 ditto - 

24 ditto - 

25 ditto - 

26 ditto 

27 ditto - 

28 Banbridge 

29 ditto - 

30 Ban try 

31 Banagher- 

32 Ballinasloe 

33 ditto - 

34 Boyle 

35 Ballymena 

3d ditto - 

37 ditto - 

38 Bruff 

39 ditto - 

40 Belfast - 

41 ditto - 

42 ditto - 

43 ditto - 

44 ditto - 

45 ditto - 

46 ditto 

47 ditto 

48 ditto - 

49 ditto - 

50 ditto - 

fit ditto 

52 ditto - 

53 ditto - 

54 ditto 

55 ditto 

56 ditto 

57 ditto - 

58 ditto 

59 ditto - 

Co ditto - 

61 ditto - 

62 ditto - 

C3 ditto - 

64 ditto • 

65 ditto - 

66 ditto - 

67 ditto - 

68 ditto 

69 ditto - 

7° ditto - 

7 1 ditto - 

72 ditto - 

73 ditto - 

74 ditto - 

75 ditto - 

76 ditto - 

77 ditto - 



78 


ditto 


79 


ditto 


80 


ditto 


81 


ditto 


82 


ditto 


83 


ditto 


84 


ditto 


85 


ditto 


86 


ditto 


87 


ditto - 


88 


ditto - 



James Ryan - 
James Spring - 
Janies Keaines 
Richard Williams - 
James Edwards 
John Shine 
Robert Fuller - 
Thomas Bennett 
Richard Cole - 
Thomas Fuller 
Joseph Bennett 
Dora Kingston 
Samuel Bradbury - 
William McClelland - 
William Lannin 
Thomas Carroll 
Peter Moclare - 
Deborah A. Roe 
Maria Murphy 
Alexander Young - 
James M'Elwain 
Thomas Meek - 
Edward Hall - 
Anne Lundon - 
Anno Bingham 
Robert Johnston 
Joseph M'Dowell - 
James Sheals - 
Arthur Aickin - 
William Jenkins 
James K. Patterson - 
William Gilbert 
William Philips 
Robert Gilmore * 
Robert Beggs - 
James M'Kee - 
John Brogan - 
William Young 
David Thoburne 
E. J. Lynn 
Henry Maguire 
James Macartney - 
S._& A. Bradford 
William M‘B. Sibbin 
James Gilbert - 
Margaret M'Kibben 
Eleanor Anderson - 
Henry Browne 
Samuel Neille - 
John Kinsey, jun. - 
John M'Dornan 
James Worrell - 
James Bell 
William Holland 
Henry Fowler - 
William Anderson - 
Robert Gregory 
Faithful Tate - 
Daniel Mulloy- 
Robert Gibson, jun. - 
Hugh Wilson - 
Thomas Shields 
Patrick Hynds - 
John Loughran 
John Henderson 
Richard Cooper 
James Warnock 
William M'Master - 
William H. Owen - I 
John Lynas 
Arthur Galway 
Hugh Harpur - 



April - 1833 
July - 1834 
Dec. - 1835 
August 1819 
- - - 182(5 
February 1828 
Sept. - 1828 
October 1836 
Sept. - 1837 



January 1827 
February 183C 
May - 1830 
May - 1830 
Dec. - 1835 
March - 183G 
July - 1835 
Nov. - 1831 
January 1835 
April - 1836 
April - 1831 
June - 1836 



February 1821 
March - 1821 
Sept. - 1824 
August- 1824 
Sept. - 1825 
January 182C 
'July - 1829 
■'.January 1830 
August 1831 
February 1832 
March - 1832 
May- - 1833 
February 1 833 
October 1833 
Nov. - 1833 
March 1833 
Sept. - 1 834 



£. .1. ( I. 

13,827 2,050 18 8 

C‘,012 476 17 2 

24,566 1,735 12 - 

>,809 335 8 6 

16,371 .3,220 14 it 

17,214 2,251 - 10 

13,842 1,753 - 5h 

■ “ ■ - - not yet commenced 

21,878 2,861 - 10 business. 

31,664 4,659 6 4 

12,755 2,360 13 - 

16,520 2,138 12 - 

9,3n 778 19 6 

12,036 1,758 14 8£ 

12,000 308 5 - 



13,588 1,293 4 10 

8,897 99 G 15 8 



July - 1835 27 

August 1835 17 

August 1835 2C 
October 1835 26 
Nov. - 1835 u 
January 1836 13 

January 1836 16 

June - 1836 19 

October 1836 n 
October 1836 11 
Nov. - 1836 1 

February 1837 5 

March - 1837 19 

June - 1837 30 

January 1838 3 

January 1838 6 

January 1838 
January 1838 7 

January 1838 4 

January 1838 4 

January 1838 
January 1838 1 

January 1838 19 

January 1838 - 



- - not doing business at 
present. 



- - declined business last 
12 months. 



- - married to James War- 
nock : see No. 82. 



- - successor to Henry Pat- 
terson: see No.3l,in 183C. 
not yet commenced business^ 
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ON PAWNBROKERS (IRELAND). 

Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin — continued. 



NO. 


TOWNS. 


PAWN BROKE US’ | 

names. 


DATES OF 
REGISTRY. 


TICKETS. 


SUMS LENT. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


89 


Year ending December 1837 — continued. 
Ballymacarrett - 1 John Jacobson 


June - 1835 


10,649 


£. S. 

1,067 6 


d. 

10 






Bangor - 


Alexander Miller 


June - 1833 


4,6ll 


546 19 


6 






Bailieborough - 


Francis West - 


June - 1833 


- 




- - declined business since 




Ballyshannon 


Richard Bailey 


- 


12,874 


1,576 10 


10 


May last. 


93 


Birr - 
ditto 


Michael Madden. 
Elias Malone - 


July - 1830 


19.372 


1,676 9 


j 




ditto 


Patrick Q. Carroll - 


Nov. - 1831 


20,311 




_ 




96 


ditto - 
Carrickfergus - 


Patrick Carroll 
William Hendren 


Nov. • 1833 
July - 1824 


1.G89 


159 - 


3 




9« 


ditto 


Hugh Stewart - 


February 1830 




1,042 18 


2 






ditto 


Ihomas Johnston 


Sept. - 1 834 


876 


142 12 


1 




too 


ditto 


Arthur M'Curley - 


February 1 837 










101 


Cavrick-onSuir- 


William Keatinge 


May - 1817 


20,710 


1,762 iC 






102 


ditto 


John Cavanagh 


Dec. - 1824 


8,iS 3 








103 


ditto - 


Denis Fitzgerald 


June - 1832 


05,010 




8 




104 


ditto 


Mathew Shanahan - 


January 1 83,5 


19,563 


1,368 8 






105 


Carlow 


James Comerford 


July - 1835 




2,816 16 






10G 


Charleville 


John Ralleigh - 


August 1837 




1,641 18 


10 






ditto 


William Ashton 


October 1837 


6,223 


504 3 






108 


Charlemount 


Margaret Lingsay - 


April - 1836 




since declined business. 




Cashel 


Patrick Lyttleton 


March - 1828 


36,152 




10 




110 


ditto 


William Edwards 


Sept. - 1837 


2,501 


38 - 


_ 




in 

112 


Cove 

ditto 

ditto 


Arthur Waugh. 
Anthony Jordan. 
Edward Long - 






3.48i 1 






114 

115 


Cloyne 


Dennis Rierdon 


Dec. - 183G 


8,529 








Cavan 


John Brady 


Nov. - 1833 




1,088 16 


c a 




116 


Cahirseiven 


Susannah Barrett 


June - 1837 


320 




5 a 


- - declined business in 




Clonmell - 


Mathew Shanahan - 


July - 1825 


16,365 






two months. 


118 


ditto 


Catherine Walsh 


Sept. - 1829 




3,683 6 


10 






ditto 


Richard Shanahan - 


March - 1831 


1 8,770 








120 


ditto 


Costin & Patterson - 






2,300 - 






121 


ditto 


Cornelius Sullivan - 


February 1836 


32,430 


2,462 10 


si 




122 


ditto 


Anne Davis 


Nov. - 1 83G 










123 


Clare 


Michael Byrnes 


October 183G 










124 

125 


Cork 

ditto 


Jane Bennett - 
Henry Bible 


Sept. - 1837 
Sept. - 1837 


15,364 1 


1,856 11 


8 




126 


ditto 


Clir. A. Connell 


Sept. - 1837 


4.630 


1,071 12 


5 1 




127 

128 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


Thomas Cocker 
llonora& Mary Curtin 
W. B. Chillingworth - 


Sept. - 1837 
Sept. - 1837 
Sept. - 1837 


17,300 


2,244 15 






130 


ditto 


Jone Crone 


Sept. - 1837 


29,746 


2,<>68 10 


10 






ditto (2 offices) 


R. D. Chillingworth - 


Sept. - 1837 




3,280 1 


11 




u« 


ditto 


Michael Casey 


Sept. - 1837 


20,620 


1,724 8 






133 


ditto - 


John Divett 


Sept. - 1837 


29,553 


1,718 3 


8 






ditto 


Clear Davidson 


Sept. - 1837 


23,020 




_ 


this is a new office. 




ditto 


Teresa Donovan 


Sept. - 1837 


. 




_ 


136 


ditto 


Geo. & S. Divett 


Sept. - 1837 


32,000 


2,732 5 






137 


ditto 


James Gillespie 


Sept. - 1 837 


15,835 


2,462 11 


l 




138 


ditto (2 offices) 


Joseph Helen - 


Sept. - 1837 


50,194 


8, cog 7 


- 




139 


ditto 


Mary Hosford - 


Sept. - 1837 


69,901 


3,706 17 


6a 




I4O 


ditto 


William Harding 


Sept. - 1837 


21,389 . 


2,089 10 






HI 


ditto 


Anne Howard - 


Sept. - 1837 


15,471 , 


2,419 3 


8b 




H2 


ditto 


Eliza Hare 


Sept. - 1837 


33=474 


4,981 16 


6 i 




’43 


ditto 


John Hewitt - 


Sept. - 1837 


32,953 


4,73i 13 


3 






ditto 


William Hicks - 


Sept. - 1837 


39,877 


6,838 - 






145 


ditto 


Daniel Heagerty 


Sept. - 1837 


29,668 


3,027 13 


2 




146 


ditto 


William Hunter 


Sept. - 1837 


27,251 




11 i 




147 


ditto 


Frances Jameason 


Sept. - 1837 


46,288 


5,315 9 






148 


ditto 


Cecilia Keiley - 


Sept. - 1837 


23,471 


1,978 6 


6 




H9 


ditto 


Rowland & W. Long 


Sept. - 1837 


36,237 








150 


ditto 


John Lynch 


Sept. - 1837 


42,245 




2 




*51 


ditto 


William Long - 


Sept. - 1837 


3L440 








1 5 2 


ditto 


John M'Carthy 


Sept. - 1837 


21,189 


2,678 12 






*53 

>54 


ditto 

ditto 


John Meade, jun. 
Anne Miller - 


Sept. - 1837 
Sept. - 1837 


30,550 








*55 


ditto 


Eugene Mahony 


Sept. - 1837 


35,422 




«a 




156 


ditto 


Joseph Ring - 


Sept. - 1837 


40,603 




4 1 




*57 


ditto 


William Reardon 


Sept. - 1837 










158 


ditto 


Charles Sheppard 


Sept. - 1837 


12,19s 


1,198 5 






159 


ditto 


Cornelius Sullivan - 


Sept. - 1837 






-1 




160 


ditto 


Bernard Sheehan 


Sept. - 1837 






8 




161 


ditto 


Edward Scott - 


Sept. - 1837 


60,008 


5,294 - 


7 i 




0 


.88. 




x 3 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



160 



Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin — continued. 



Year ending December 1837 — continued. 



PAWNBROKERS 

NAMES. 



162 


Cork (2 offices) - 


163 


ditto 


1G4 


ditto 


165 


ditto 


1G6 


ditto 


1G7 


ditto (3 offices) 


1G8 


Cootehill - 


169 


ditto 


170 


Coleraine - 


171 


Callan 


172 


Cahirconlish 


173 


Castleblaney 


174 


Cloughnakilty - 


175 


ditto 


176 


ditto 


177 


Capoquin - 


178 


Castlebar - 


179 


Clones 


180 


Dundalk - 


181 


ditto 


182 


ditto 


183 


ditto 


184 


Dunmanway 


185 


ditto 


186 


Drogheda - 


187 


ditto 


188 


ditto 


189 


Donaghadee 


190 


ditto 




Downpatrick 


192 


ditto 


193 


ditto 


194 


Dromore - 


195 


Dungannon 


196 


ditto 


197 


ditto 


198 


ditto 


199 


ditto 


200 


ditto 


201 


Dublin 


202 


ditto 


203 


ditto 


204 


ditto 


205 


ditto 


206 


ditto 


207 


ditto 


qo8 


ditto 


209 


ditto 


210 


ditto 


211 


ditto 


212 


ditto 


213 


ditto 


214 


ditto 


215 


ditto 


216 


ditto 


217 


ditto 


218 


ditto 


219 


ditto 


220 


ditto 


221 


ditto 


222 


ditto 


223 


ditto 


224 


ditto 


225 


ditto 


226 


ditto 


227 


ditto 


228 


ditto 


229 


ditto 


230 


ditto 


231 


ditto 


232 


ditto 


233 


ditto 



William B. Swan 
George Thornton 
Robert W. Trenwith 
William Wilson 
Sarah Wilson - 
William H. Trenwith 
Samuel Fisher - 
James White - 
John Geary 
Michael Lynch 
Mary Deering - 
Patrick Farrell 
William Bennett 
Tho 5 Bennett & Co. - 
And w & Rich d Waugh 
Patrick Higgins 
John Dillon 
John Eager 
Samuel Bradford 
Christopher Crowe - 
Patrick M'Guinness - 
William Bradford - 
John M'Donald 
Thomas Gardiner 
John Plunkett. 
Bernard Finnegan - 
Joe Montgomery 
Janies Ross 
John Ferguson 
John Robinson 
Henry M'Namara - 
James Y. Young 
George Hampton 
Charles O’Neill 
Thomas Agnew 
Anne Dickson - 
Edward Patterson 
John Slattery - 
Catherine Ronayne - 
Patrick Campbell 
Christopher Wall 
Christopher Wall 
Henry Booth - 
Henry Booth - 
Henry Booth - 
Stephen Parker 
Richard Spring 
James Simmons 
James Simmons 
Michael Fahie - 
Patrick Gillespie 
Samuel Smith - 
Samuel Smith - 
Prudence Henderson 
Thomas Fannin 

Thomas Fannin 
Thomas Fannin 
Michael Nowlan 
Michael Nowlan 
Walter Doorley 
Patrick Hennell 
John Pearson - 
John Pearson - 
Thomas Sraullen 
Thomas M'Donnell - 
John Mullen - 
James O’Gorman 
Samuel Dunne 
Michael M‘Garry - 
John M‘Garry - 
Thomas Murphy 
Janies Barnier - 



Sept. - 


1837 


84,843 


Sept. - 


1837 


59,908 


Sept. - 


1837 


32,225 


Sept. - 


1837 


23,844 


Sept. - 


1837 


8,768 


Sept. - 


1837 


8,074 1 


March - 


1837 






9,294 


January 


1835 


27,768 


April - 


1831 




January 


1836 




June - 


1836 


5,960 


Nov. - 


1822 


12,050 


October 


1833 


11,182 


Sept. - 


1837 


26,2 1 7 


Sept. - 


^837 


4,136 


October 1837 




Nov. - 


1837 


273 


Nov. - 


1825 


44,378 


February 1830 


38,094 


June ~ 


1831 


8,159 


Sept. - 


1834 


27,943 


February 1821 


7,657 


February 1828 


1,688 






43,507 


June - 


1829 


39,345 


January 


1830 


9,553 


January 1835 


8,267 


May - 


1829 


14,141 


May - 


1833 


10,042 


October 


1837 


5,987 


April - 


1836 


10,908 


March - 


1827 


20,432 


January 1829 


9,383 


Nov. - 


1833 


10,424 


March - 


1831 


17,208 


March - 


1837 


114,587 


Sept. - 


1837 


12,379 


February 


1815 


123,350 


May - 


1818 


83,375 


May - 


1818 


38,981 


Sept. - 


1818 


85,915 


Sept. - 


1818 


73,738 


Sept. - 


1818 


106,592 


March - 


1 819 


24,200 


April - 


1821 


76,587 


April - 


1821 


36,775 


April - 
March - 


1821 


58,575 


1823 


61,951 


April - 


1830 


90,782 


May - 


1830 


73,059 


May - 


1830 


97,529 


May - 


1830 


94,968 


June - 


1830 


98,651 


June - 


1830 


80,643 


June - 


1830 


109,709 


April - 


1831 


127,598 


April - 


1831 


60,214 


October 


1832 


94,607 


May 


■ 1833 


1 14,344 


April 


1834 


80,086 


April 


■ 1834 


7B751 


April 


■ 1834 


1 00,099 


April 


• 183G 


78,402 


April 


■ 1836 


50,374 


June 


1836 


48,288 


October 


1836 


21,946 

81,914 


Nov. 


■ 1836 


Nov. 


1836 




March 


1837 


4,007 


June 


1837 



OBSERVATIONS. 



- - decl ined business, being 
a retailer of whiskey. 



i,497 


13 


1 


572 


18 


9 


2,069 


4 


6 


718 


6 


8 


1,921 


8 


1 


16,450 18 


1 


5,723 


7 


- 


3,271 


16 


3 


14,381 


2 


2* 


9,547 


18 


2 


31,301 


6 


6$ 


10,948 


12 


6 


8,511 


- 


10 


5,434 


13 


2 


7,58 i 


8 


4 


6,038 


4 


8 


8,299 


16 


6 


n,574 


1 


1 


H,403 


2 


1 


13,777 


6 


1 \ 


13,464 


11 


7 


10,720 


14 


5 


14,842 


17 


1 


15,220 


2 


5 


9,762 


8 


5 


9,363 


8 




14,340 


3 


2 


9,891 


18 


4 


6,637 


- 


2 


io,575 


5 


2 


14,238 


7 


1 


6,526 16 


- 


3,960 17 




3,563 


5 10 h 


11,577 


2 


9 


3,922 


16 


10 



for Mary’s Abbey office, 
for Bolton-street office, 
for Bishop-street office, 
for Bride-street office, 
for Fleet-street office. 



for Queen-street office, 
for Pembroke-quay office. 



for Capel-street office, 
for Henry-street office. 

for M ecklenburgh-street. 

office. 

for James-street office, 
for Marlborough-st. office, 
for Dorset-street office, 
for N assau-street office. 



for Crampton-court office, 
for Nicholas-street office. 



declined business, 
for Exchequer-st. office. 
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Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin— continued. 



234 

235 

236 

237 

238 

239 

240 

241 

242 

243 

244 

245 

246 

247 

248 

249 

250 

251 

252 

253 

254 

255 

256 

257 

258 
2.59 

260 

261 

262 

263 

264 

265 

266 

267 



270 

271 

272 

273 

274 

275 

276 

277 

278 

279 

280 

281 

282 

=83 

284 

285 

286 

287 

288 

289 

290 

291 

292 

293 

2 94 

2 95 

296 

297 



30t 

302 

303 

304 

305 

306 

307 



Year ending 
Dublin 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Edenderry 

Ennis 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Enniskillen 

ditto 

Ennistymon 

Enniscorthy 

ditto 

Fermoy 

ditto 

Galway 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Gort 

ditto 

Granard - 
Kinsale 
ditto 
ditto 
Ivilrush 
ditto 

ditto 

Killarney - 
Killaloe - 

Kilkenny - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Kanturk - 
ditto 

Kilfinnan - 
Lurgan 
ditto 
ditto 

Longford - 
Lisburne - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 

Londonderry 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Loughrea - 
ditto 
ditto 
Larne 



pawnbrokers’ 

NAMES. 



DATES OF 
REGISTRY. 



December 1837— continued. 
Patrick Walsh - 
Nathaniel Halbert - 
William Dunne 
Thomas M'Namara - 
Thomas M'Namara - 
Thomas M'Namara - 
Thomas Murphy 
William Parkes 
Laurence Redmond - 
Samuel Spencer 
John Spring - 
John Spring 
Henry Williams 
Peter Walsh - 
Francis Byrne - 
Eliza M'Namara 
William Brophy 
Charles Marsh - 
Plenry Jones - 
.lames Byrne - 
Anne Bunton - 
Patrick Burke. 
William Lardner 
William Armstrong - 
George Joyce - 
Thomas Curran 
William Warren 
Patrick Kirby - 
Catherine Walsh 
Denis Downing 
James Walsh - 
Margaret Burke 
John Murray - 
Patrick Duggan 
Hugh Cassidy - 
Edward Power - 
Richard Keeny 
John Nevin 
Festus Kelly - 
Honora Shannon 
James Moore - 
D. F. Sullivan - 
Mary Williams - 
George Williams 
Michael Honan 
Jeremiah Dowling 
Mary Bulger - 
John Curbury - 
John Doyle 
Anne Reynolds 
John Porter 
Bridget Campion 
Louis Rorke - 
Grace Murphy 
Owney Sheahan. 

John Gearon - 
Robert Hazleton 
Mary Turkington 
Mathew Wells - 
Michael Quinn 
Erskine Nealey 
Jane Spence - 
Hugh Seeds - 
Hugh Mc'Call- 
Samuel Pclan - 
James Bannister 
John M'Cormick 
George Williamson - 
Marcus M'Loughlin - 
James G. Wellington 
John Dillon 
William Hardcy 
John Cowen r 

Bernard A. Davison - 



June - 1837 
October 1837 



May - 1833 
August 1829 
Dec. - 1829 

October 1833 
June - 1831 
August 1836 
October 1833 
May - 1832 
August- 1837 
January 1827 
October 1830 
January 1823 
January 1 825 
Dec. - 1827 
October 1832 
July - 1834 
May - 1835 
August 1836 
January 1837 
June - 1831 
Nov. - 1835 
May - 1836 
July - 1818 
March - 1825 
January i 832 
July - 1831 
August 1833 
August 1 837 
Dec. - 1831 
Nov. - 1835 
Dec, - 1814 
August 1822 
January 1831 
May - 1831 



Sept. - 1834 
April - 1828 
May . 1834 
February 1837 
July - 1835 
April - 1821 
April - 1821 
April - 1821 
January 1828 
February 1 837 
January 1 838 
July - 1831 
January 1832 
Nov. - 1835 
January 1838 
March - 1826 
March - 1829 
October 1837 
Sept. - 1835 



TICKETS. SUMS LENT. 



32,423 
18,880 
80 ,669 

84,519 

82,322 

42,772 

117,230 

109,646 

82,668 

73,983 

102,822 

95,9 6 8 

61,102 

10,139 

74,023 

80,784 

60,097 

• 19,516 

8,817 

23,491 

32,000 



3,567 

29,048 

21,991 

7,883 

29,327 

9,174 

30,386 

36.180 
29,217 
15,904 

10.180 
11,346 

G,in 
27.9 1 3 
24,208 
27,754 



17,224 

8,302 

i5>470 

8,471 

24.000 
36,712 

9,37«> 

6,487 

18,246 

13,835 

14,48.5 

14,908 

22,439 

11,761 

35,854 

16,154 

9,387 

3,213 

26.000 
24,680 
18,643 

336 
5,341 
3,7 '8 
17,970 
11,221 



£. s. cl. 

3,590 3 - 
2,185 16 3 
7,95i 10 10 
9,692 19 1 
7,904 3 7 2 
5,001 10 5 

15.344 17 5 
2,570 10 4J 

10,192 6 4 * 
9,5i4 3 7 
13.299 8 2 
12,254 18 5 
3,907 13 6 
12,395 15 5 

10,499 17 7 
6,667 16 11 
9,313 15 
13,506 15 
813 4 I 

3,022 1 U 

6.344 14 10 



9 



13,223 1,721 - 

23,354 1,767 2 

21,820 1,243 - 

10,967 1,678 13 ] 

20,452 I 2,299 7 



X 4 



I 



4,585 8 
3,153 1 
2,205 - 
879 4 
4,835 17 

1 ,06‘y 4 
3,046 16 
2,924 12 
2,840 16 - J 
653 - - 
1,275 11 6 

1,250 4 6 
657 12 11 
3,437 7 - 
3,287 4 
3,059 13 6 



1,835 18 11 

1,251 17 9i 

1,806 7 6 
1,210 5 8 
3,794 - - 
4,096 12 3 
974 18 6 

867 14 10 
782 6 4 
603 1 1 2 
525 5 9 
1,384 6 10 £ 
3,174 16 6 
1,265 19 1° 
5,680 12 8 
2,612 19 11 
2,320 is 5| 
207 2 2 
2,600 - - 
5,490 - 3 
1,829 - 9 
40 9 1 
305 2 4. 
316 10 9 
2,147 2 1 

026 2 6 



OBSERVATIONS. 



for Thomas-street office, 
for Beresford-street office, 
for King-street office, 
fortbc C’oombe office. 



for Francis-street office, 
for Meath -street office. 



(continued.) 
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Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin — continued. 



308 

309 

310 
3H 

312 

313 
3H 

315 

316 

317 

318 

319 

320 

321 

322 

323 

324 

325 

326 

327 

328 

329 

330 

331 

332 

333 

334 

335 

336 

337 

338 

339 

340 

341 

342 

343 

344 

345 

346 

347 

348 

349 

350 

351 

352 

353 

354 

355 

356 

357 

358 

359 
3C0 

361 

362 

363 

364 

365 

366 I 

367 



Year ending December 1837— continued. 

James Highton 
William Joynte 
Edward Browne 
Alexander Trousdale 
Elizabeth Parker. 
Mathew Connellan - 
Edward Homan 
Robert Stuart - 
Timothy Bunton 
John Bunton - 
John Joynte - 
Michael Barran 
Messrs. Myles & Co. 
Michael Kelly - 
Mary Lynch - 
Margaret Lawson 
Hannah Russell 
John Drysdale - 
Michael Donovan 
Margaret Laurence - 
Edward G. Parker - 
John Slattery - 
William Tracey 
Catherine Walsh 
George Spencer 
William B. Williams 
John Carbury - 
Maurice O’Connell - 
Francis Grey - 
William Baker - 
James Fitzgerald 
John Haslam - 
George Wiseman 
John Wiseman - 
Joseph Finnegan 
John Hewitt 



370 

37 1 

372 

373 

374 

375 

376 

377 

378 

379 
}8o 
481 , 



Larne 
Limerick - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto 

Lismore - 
Mountrath 
Mitclielstown - 
Moy 

Mallow - 
ditto - 
ditto 

Markethill 
Mountmellick - 
ditto 
ditto - 
Macroom - 
ditto - 
Mullingar - 
Monaghan 
ditto 

Middleton 
Maryborough - 
ditto 

Nenagh - 
ditto 
ditto . 
ditto 
ditto - 
ditto 

Newcastle 
Newry 
ditto - 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto * 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto - 
ditto 

Newtownhamilton 

ditto 

Newtonards 
I ditto 
ditto 

' New Ross 
Naas 

Navan * 
Omagh 

Passage, West - 
Portadown 
Rosscarberry - 
Rathfryland 
ditto 

Roscommon 

ditto 

Rathkeale 

ditto 



I 



Simeon Reilly - 
William H. Trenwith 
John Morgan - 
Hugh Bailey - 
William Carey - 
William Harding 
William Consedine - 
Patrick Magrath 
Mary Hickey - 
William Mackey 
Patrick Neville 
Richard Whitehead - 
George Frazer - 
Thomas Laing & Co. 
James Huttou - 
Henry Collins - 
Richard Harcourt - 
Bernard M‘Donnell - 
John Murdock - 
James P. Boyd 
John Mills 
Alexander Stitt 
Thomas Miscampble 
David Patton - 
Alexander M'Connell 
Elizabeth M'Carthy - 
Ephraim Farrell 
Philip Finnegan 
Charles M'Master - 
Daniel Heagarty 
John Mays 
James Donoughue - 
James Savage - 
James M‘Roberts 
Edward Kelly - 
James Higgins 
Julius Ruttlc - 
John Latchford 



REGISTRY. 



February 1 836 



October 1821 
May - 1822 
May - 1823 
July - 1823 
July - 1823 
May - 1824 
May - 1824 
June - 1825 
January 1826 
January 1826 
October 1826 
May - 1829 
Nov. - 1830 
Nov. - 1 832 
October 1833 
June - 1834 
May - 1835 
May - 1829 
June - 1831 
June - 1836 
July - 1830 
February 1836 
June - 1837 
January 1833 
Sept. - 1832 
October 1833 
August 1836 
January 1819 
October 1829 
January 1836 
May - 1827 
July - 1837 
Sept. - 1837 
February l 830 
February 1835 
April - 1826 
January 1830 
Nov. - 1830 
August 1 834 
May - 1 836 
July - 1836 
April - 1834 
- 1827 
- - 1827 

January 1829 
March - 1830 
Dec. - 1833 
Dec. - 1833 
February 1833 
March - 1836 
March - 1837 
February 1831 
October 1835 
October 1824 
Dec. - 1831 
April - 1832 
Dec. - 1836 
June - 1836 
June - 1833 
June - 1835 
April - 1831 
April - 1835 
April - 1837 
February 1832 
July - 1837 
Nov. 1834 
August 1837 
June - 1824 
Dec. - 1834 



4,247 

38,301 

43,502 

50,255 

17,592 

18,705 

18,803 

23,970 

34.085 

14,209 

35,297 

23,836 



34,120 

5,436 

6,895 

6,762 

26,884 

24,368 

2,419 

14.600 
11,712 
26,864 

9-956 

16.600 
7,165 

14,771 



24,618 

9,885 

9,843 



12,647 

8,228 

8,314 

17,415 

3,133 

7,383 

8,132 

21,200 

14,526 

15,599 

14,175 

15,848 

22,705 



4,288 

4,050 

3,355 

27,549 

8,750 

5,664 

23,542 

18,846 

11,287 

16,823 

9,472 

4,543 

9,919 

3>47 2 

1,563 

11,100 

19,994 



SUMS LENT. 



£. s. d. 

270 5 11 

3,728 5 2 
5,273 7 10 
6,662 16 - 

2 ,3o8 3 3 
i,337 8 11 
3,793 12 3} 
6,670 4 3 

5,244 1 7 
3,181 - 1 
5,362 2 10 
3,161 2 - 



4,078 19 9J 
990 1 1 6 
39i 14 1 
667 17 6 
3,565 7 7 
2,826 14 4 
224 2 - 
2,260 4 10 
1,165 7 5 
3,138 18 74 
1,248 6 6 
1,748 11 4 j 
726 10 q J 
1,9/0 17 1 | 



OBSERVATIONS. 



958 4 1 
337 17 6 4 



1,895 6 6 

1,524 9 11 

817 - 4 

1,992 12 14 
276 1 
563 4 n £ 
1,232 3 6 
2,938 12 5J 
1,424 11 9 
1,481 16 6 
1,756 - - 
1,392 19 7 
2,046 4 4 J 



361 5 
564 5 
368 14 
2,686 8 
744 17 
585 H 

1,765 14 

2,500 18 



1,294 15 4 
1,475 2 9 
255 10 8 
72i 19 74 
1,019 15 n 

445 10 10 

144 19 7£ 

1,084 4 - 
690 8 10 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON PAWNBROKERS (IRELAND). 



163 



Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin— continued. 



NO. 


TOWNS. 


pawnbrokers’ 

NAMES. 


DATES ov 
REGISTRY. 


TICKETS. 


SUMS LENT. 


OBSERVATIONS. 




Year ending December 1837 —continued. 






£. 


s. 


d. 






Itathkeale 


Bridget Gill 


August 1 836 


4,170 


294 


_ 


_ 






Itoscrea - 


Patrick Kirwan 


October 1823 


37,180 


4,304 


1 






334 

385 

386 

387 

388 


ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

Sligo 

ditto 

Skibbereen 


John Delany - 
James Phelan - 
John Abbott - 
Terence O’Donovan 
Eleanor Keaghran - 
Ralph Fuller - 


July - 1824 
April - 1835 
October 1837 
April - 1830 
October 1837 
Sept. - 1837 


30.180 


4,7<>3 


18 


4 






ditto 


Edward Fuller 




3,066 


413 


13 


6 






Tuila 


Mort Shannon - 


February 1835 


1.739 


28l 


6 


10 




392 


Thurles - 
ditto 


Hugh Bird 
Margaret Ardagh. 


August 1837 


2,809 


177 


6 


6 






ditto 


Joshua Strangman - 




5D43 


377 


6 


4 




395 


Tuam 


Timothy Murray 




25.438 


2,569 


11 


9 




ditto 


John Mangan - 


February 1835 


17,178 

14,638 


1,927 


9 


3 






Tralee 


Henry Ruttle - 


Nov. - 1822 


2,397 


12 


5 




398 


ditto - - ' 


Thomas Bunton 


Sept. - 1S27 


21,611 

3,9^6 


4,347 


1 


2 






ditto 


Anne Brien 


Nov. - 1835 


291 


16 


9 




400 i 


ditto 


Christopher Ruttle - 


Nov. - 1835 


13,310 


1,776 


5 


10 A 




401 

402 


ditto 

Tullamore 


John Morris 
Henry Whitesides - 


October 1836 
May - 1824 


16,026 


1,320 


6 


10,} 






ditto 


Laurence Mackey - 


April - 1832 


25,93.9 


4,275 


5 


4 






ditto 


Daniel Carroll - 


Nov. - 1835- 


17,576 


1,649 


lb 


5 






ditto 


Edward M‘Cann 


Nov. - 183B 


7,320 


676 


1 1 


Sh 




40C 


Tallow 


Patrick Higgins 


Sept. - 1834 


12,761 


1,843 


8 


11 






ditto 


John Slattery - 


Sept. - 1837 


0,762 


353 


15 


- 




408 


Templemore 


John O’Brien - 


June - 1837 


4,840 


420 


4 


2 A 




409 

410 


ditto - 
Tipperary 


Michael Kirwan 
James Foley - 


Sept. - 1837 
April - 1824 


7,557 


5 17 


'5 


8 






ditto 


John Ferguson & Co. 


July - 1837 


4,935 


643 


7 


3- 






Tandevagee 


Robert Robinson 


Sept. - 1834 


12,486 


3,341 


— 


10 A 






Waterford 


Catherine Dutty 
Hannah Pounder 


6,132 


700 


— 


4 






ditto - 


- 


23,223 

8,167 


3,156 


'3 


9 1 






ditto - 


Mrs. O’Reilly - 


- 


478 


3 


1 




416 


ditto - 


Elizabeth Lawton - 


April - 1822 


29,701 


3,442 


9 


5 




417 


ditto - 
ditto - 


Elizabeth Slaney 
Fenton W. Case 


March - 1823 
June - 1825 


io,749 


1,435 


4 


6 






ditto - 


Robert' Sheffield 


May - 1827 


78,764 


2,120 


15 


1 1 






ditto 


John Irwin 


June - 1827 


25,382 


3,784 


9 


10 






ditto 


Edward Madigan 


June - 1828 


13,796 


8ll 


15 


- 






ditto 


Margaret Manning - 


May - 1829 


29, ( '43 


2,815 


3 


10 






ditto 


Catherine Manning - 


May - 1829 


13,1 16 


2,278 




4 






ditto - 


Edward Gremian 


October 1829 


26,42 s 


3,262 


- 


1 






ditto 


John Noble 


April - 1831 


10,824 


662 


l 


8 




426 


ditto 

ditto 


Benjamin Hill - 
Anne Todd 


Sept. - 1832 
October 1832 


448 


l6 


17 


4 




428 


ditto 


William Slancv 


January 1834 


5,283 


67I 


14 








ditto 


Daniel Doyle - 


June - 1834 


22,527 


2,772 


10 

18 


9 






ditto - 


John O’Brien - 


August 1834 


8,260 

25,548 


788 


7 






ditto 


Elizabeth Kavanagh - 


April - 1835 




- 








ditto 


John Todd 


- 1836 


20,056 


3,096 


7 


10 




433 


ditto 

ditto 


Edward Hynes 
William Blanch 


J une - 1 836 
Dec. - 1836 


12,531 


1,443 


■* 


7 






ditto 


Martin Walsh - 


October 1837 


12,117 


1,498 


17 


2 






ditto 


J ohannah Dunphy - 


- 1S37 


1,270 


70 


7 


3 i 




437 

438 


Wexford - 
ditto 
ditto 


William Lee - 
Nicholas Tennant 
John Waddick - 


January 1832 
October 1832 
June - 1835 


12,727 


J.339 


3 


i° } 






Warrenpoint 


William Johnston 


October 1832 


11,513 


1,410 


2 


10 






YoughaU - 


Catherine Walsh 


February 1 820 


30,282 


3,39° 


it 


5 






ditto 


Mary Barry 


June - 1836 


34,36.? 


894 


3 








ditt.o 


Mathew Flanagan - 


hi arch - 1837 


1,505 


359 


14 








ditto 


Michael Mullins 


April - 1837 


3L423 


2,712 

285 


- 


ll 




445 


ditto 


Andrew Johnston - 


October 1837 


2,261 


15 


1 





I certify the foregoing is a correct and perfect list (acquired by personally visiting almost every, town in 
Ireland within the last twelve months) of those Pawnbrokers who have lodged certificates ot their having 
perfected the necessary securities as required by the Statute, and that it contains a true account ot t e 
Returns received by me for this (my sixth) year from the Pawnbrokers of Ireland. 

So answers 

21 April 183?. Judkin Butler, 

* Marshal of Dublin, and Register of Pawnbrokers for Ireland, 

0 88. V 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin— continued. 



RETURNS received from the Divisional Auctioneers of Forfeited Plf.dges, 
for the year ending December 1833 and 1834. 



DIVISIONAL SALE ROOM’S RETURNS. 

Workhouse Divisional Sale Room for the Sale of Forfeited Pledges. 

Rodolphus Burlcc, Auctioneer. 



1833: 




£. s. d. 


January 


- 


762 1 5 2 


February 


- 


739 8 10 


March - 




817 10 1 


April - 


- 


862 18 11 


May 


- 


868 4 1 1 


June - 


- 


1,029 17 3 


July - 


- 


954 


August 


- 


1,115 14 6 


September - 


- 


930 15 3 


October 


- 


1,219 9 


November - 


- 


1,018 5 10 
1 ,088 1 7 1 


December 


‘ 


1834: 


January 


- 


1,298 3 10 


February 


- 


952 1 2 7 


March - 


- 


977 16 10 


April - 


- 


1,459 2 10 


May - 


- 


1,064 3 - 


June - 


- 


1,079 *7 10 


July - 




1,283 8 1 


August 


- 


1,046 9 - 


September - 


- 


1,297 - 2 


October 


- 


1,581 7 9 


November - 


- 


1,286 15 8 


December - 


- 


1,228 1 9 


1835: 


January 




1,261 3 3 


February 


- 


1,032 17 8 


March - 


- 


1,250 8 10 


April - 
May 


- 


1,298 10 10 




1,190 9 1 


June 


- 


1,111 15 4 



1835— continued. 


£. s. 


tf. 


July - 


- 1,427 13 


9 


August 


- 1,199 6 


7 


September - 


- L354 15 


1 


October 


- 1,552 13 


3 


November 


- 1,368 2 




December 


1,264 7 


6 


1830: 


January 


- - 1,167 3 


2 


February 


- 1,110 5 


8 


March - 


- 1,562 7 


1 1 


April - 


1,269 6 


7 


May - 


- 1,464 7 


5 


June - - 


- 1,516 - 


4 


July - 


- 1,376 19 


2 


August - 


- 1,137 3 

1,380 6 


4 


September - 


6 


October 


- 1,435 17 


2 


November - 


- 1,705 19 


10 


December 


- L39 2 13 


6 


1837: 


January 


- 1,H3 4 

- 1,084 14 


1 


February 


6 


March - 


- i,34i 19 


2 


April - 


- 1,234 13 


1 


May - - - 


- - 1,386 12 


8 


June - 


- 1,362 14 


5 


July - 


1,256 9 


- 


August 


- 1,308 15 


5 


September - 


- 1,278 8 


2 


October 


- 1,499 »3 

- - 1,264 1 


10 


November 


6 


December 


- 1,455 2 


2 



BARRACK DIVISIONAL SALE ROOM RETURN. 



(Mr. Jones, the former Proprietor of this Divisional Sale Room, died in the year 1835.) 



1836: 






£. 


s. 


d. 


1837 — continued. 


£. 


s. 


d. 


July 


- 


- 


450 


1 


6 


April ... 


450 


4 


2 


August 
September - 


" 




- 604 

550 


3 

2 


6 


May - 


- - 410 


2 


6 


October 


- 


- 


612 


10 


6 




504 




— 


November 




- 


650 


3 


4 


July ... 


- - 520 


7 


4 


December 


*. 




432 


7 


4 


August ’ - 


467 


6 


- 


1837: 












September - 


454 


4 


- 












October 








January 

February 


. 


" 


451 

430 


6 

2 


6 


November 


- - 513 


6 


6 


March - 




' 


510 


3 


6 


December 


401 


3 


2 



John Dodd , Auctioneer, 

13, Sackville-strcet. 
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Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin — continued. 



RETURNS received from the Divisional Auctioneers of Forfeited Pledges, for the years 
ending December 1833, 1834 and 1835. 



ROTUNDA DIVISION RETURN. 

William Frederick Bentley, 

Assistant Sword-bearer and Auctioneer, Capel-street. 



1833 : 


£. 


5. 


cl. 


January 


579 


6 


8 


February 


4*35 


9 


4 4 


March 


537 


14 


8 4 


April - 
May - 


540 


9 


5 i 


595 


1 


-4 


June - 


588 


2 


10 £ 


August 


555 


18 


-4 


September - 


587 


2 




October 


561 


13 


10 


November - 


625 


12 


3 4 


December - 


629 


14 


- 1 


1834: 


January 


£>55 


16 


2 


February 


627 


3 


6 


March 


588 


3 


8J 


April - 


637 


14 


10 


May - 


710 


3 




June - 


603 


16 


July - 


77s 


7 


4 


August 


688 


18 


8 £ 


September - 


73 5 


15 


3 


October 


1,067 


4 


9 



1834 — continued. 





£. 


s. 


d. 


November - 


721 


18 


2 


December - 


688 


4 


3 


1885: 


January 


766 


16 


8 


February 


689 


10 


6 


March 


732 


- 


7 


April - 


762 


11 


3 4 


May - 


715 


2 


b 


June - 


820 


- 


1 


July - 


800 


13 


- 


August 


87a 


1 1 


94 


September - 


946 


8 


-4 


October 


1,062 


11 


3 4 


November - 


1,069 


18 


Si 


December - 


990 


1 


6 . 


1836: 


January 


704 


13 


1 


February 


831 


17 


6 


March 


1,180 

887 


18 


9 


April - 


15 


74 



1836 — continued. 

£. s. d. 



May - 
June - 
July - 
August 
September - 
October 
November - 
December - 



82611 8 J 
goi 18 2 
685 13 2 i 

7QQ - 1 

875 19 11 4 
762 12 5 
940 8 2 J 

955 17 h 



1837 : 
January 
February - 
March 
April - 
May - 
June - 
July - 
August 
September - 
October 
November - 
December - 



774 H 7 4 
613 41U 
750 10 1 £ 
785 10 10 £ 
823 6 1 

863 13 5 4 

738 9 5 is 
744 18 - 
741 4 ~i 
835 2 6 
967 - 1 
«35 4 2 



STEPHEN’S GREEN DIVISION RETURN. 

William Frederick Bentley, 

Assistant Marshal and Auctioneer, Bride-street. 



1833 : 
January 
February 
March 
April - 
May - 
June - 
July - 
August 
September - 
October 
November - 
December - 

1834: 
January 
February 
March 
April - 
May - 
June - 
July - 
August 
September - 



£. 5. d. 
614 16 1 
901 1 2 

853 2 s-1 
974 W 1 
745 17 5 4 
1.039 15 9 
1,034 8 9 
651 -2 
756 15 5i 
758 15 5 i 
1,435 12 10 
873 9 7 4 



890 6 5 
1,396 6 11 } 

876 5 2 
1,115 10 2 

1,084 7 
781 16 34 
1,068 5 6£ 
1,087 2 -4 

1,179 13 4 



1834 — continued. 






1836 — continued. 






£. 




d. 






x. s. 


d. 


October 


1,417 


7 


24 


April - 


- 


1,469 n 


11 




i,5i3 




54 


May - 


- 


l,l66 13 


0 


December - 


1,359 


9 


9 4 


June - 


- 


1,398 18 


54 










July - 


- 


1,290 10 


5 


1835: 








August 


* 


1,146 11 


4 










September 


- 


1,302 - 


7 


January 


1,273 


— 


1 1 




- 


1,461 1 


34 


February 


1,379 


19 


94 




. 




11 


March 


1,246 




24 




_ 




44 


April - 


>,489 


15 


1 4 










May - 


1,500 


- 


4 










June - 


1,088 


13 


9 


January 




1,115 19 


11 


July - 


i,257 


19 








1,188 18 


5 


August 


1,108 












14 


September - 


1,210 




3 








10 


October 


1,13b 13 


74 








ll 


November - 


1,329 




9 










December - 


971 


13 


74 


July - 




1,071 19 


54 










Aueust 




1,036 14 


2 










September 




1,322 14 


.1 






14 


October 




1,137 15 


3 




1,112 


l 




November 


- 


1,468 15 


54 


March 


i,i45 


5 


34 


December 




1,729 11 


-4 



I certify the foregoing are 
Pledges received by me from 



21 April 1838. 



true and perfect accounts of the Returns of Sales of Forfeited 
the Auctioneers of the four Divisional Sale-rooms. 

So answers 

John Judkiti Butler, 

Marshal and Register. 



0.88. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin — continued. 



RETURNS of Sales received from the Pawnbrokers of Dublin. 



YEAR ending December 183:}. 



so. 


pawnbrokers’ names. 


Number 
of Sales. 


Number 
of Notices. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


1 


Henry Booth (3 offices) - 


9 


1,358 




2 


Augustine Byrne - 


2 


134 






Robert Burrows - 


1 


63 


since declined business. 




Patrick Campbell .... 


1 


32 






William Dunne - 


G 


88 




6 


David Fennell ----- 


2 


91 


since declined business. 


7 


Thomas Fannin, Mecklenburgh-street 


1 


38 




8 


Ditto - - Marlborough-street - 


2 


HD 






Michael Fahie ----- 


2 


74 




10 


Walter Goulding - 


1 


34 


since dead. 


li 


Patrick Gillespie - - - - 


1 


312 




12 


Thomas M'Namara (3 offices) - 


7 


548 




13 


Thomas Murphy - 


6 


310 




14 


Patrick M ‘Garry - 


2 


140 


since dead. 


15 


Charles Marsh - 


• 1 






16 


Maurice Nowlan - 


1 


98 




17 


William Parkes - 




162 




18 


Stephen Parker 


1 


31 




19 


Prudence Perrier - 


1 






20 


John Quinn ----- 


- 






21 


John Quinn, Bride-street - 


7 


383 




22 


John Quinn, Haymarket - 


1 


16 




23 


Laurence Redmond - 


1 






24 


Samuel Smith (0 offices) - - - 


3 






25. 


John Spring ----- 


3 


110 




26 


Joseph Sanderson - 


2 


280 




27 


Luke Walls Widow - 


1 








John Whitcraft - 


7 


499 


since declined business. 



YEAR ending December 1834. 



l 


Henry Booth (3 offices) - 






2 


Eliza Brennan ----- 






3 


Francis Byrne ----- 






4 


Robert Burrows - 






5 


Augustine Byrne - 






G 


Thomas Charles - 




779 


7 


Patrick Campbell - 


2 


8 


Walter Doorley - 


11 






William Dunne - - - 


r 


333 


30 


Thomas Fannin, Mecklenburgh-street 




11 


Ditto - - Marlborough-street - 


8 




12 

13 


Ditto - - 1 ownsend-street 

Michael Fahie - 


4 


427 

GG7 

223 

1,114 


14 

15 


David Fennell, Meath-street 
Patrick Gillespie - 


4 


lb 


James Hunter ----- 




17 

18 


Prudence Henderson ... 

Patrick Kearns - 


3 


141 

876 

1,584 


19 


Thomas M‘Namara (3 offices) - 


>7 


20 


Eliza M'Namara - 


21 


Thomas Murphy - •- . « 




139 

554 


22 

23 


Charles Marsh - 

Maurice Nowlan (a offices) 


3 


24 


William Parkes .... 




85 5 
157 


25 ' 


Stephen Parker - 




26 


John Quinn ----- 




27 

28 
2 9 


Laurence Redmond - 
William Richardson - 
Samuel Smith (2 offices) - 


3 

7 

8 


336- 

2 97 


3 ° 


Joseph Sanderson - 




1,053 


3i 


Richard Spring - 




32 


John Spring ----- 






33 


James Simmons - 




146 

97 

104 


34 


Samuel Spencer 




35, 


Arthur Wise 


3 



since declined business. 



since declined business. 



since declined business, 
since a bankrupt. 

6ince a bankrupt. 



since dead. 
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Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin — continued. 



NO. 


pawnbrokers’ names. 


Number 
of Sales. 


Number 
of Notices. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


36 


Year ending December 1834 — conl d . 
Peter Walsh, Crampton-court - 


4 


170 




37 


Henry Williams - 


4 


306 




38 


Eleanor Wall 








39 


John Whitcraft .... 


23 


1,712 


since declined business. 



YEAR ending December 1835. 



, 


John Anderson .... 






since declined business. 


2 


I lenry Booth (3 offices) - 




4.63^ 




3 


Francis Byrne ----- 




426 




4 


Augustine Byrne - 


1 


89 


since declined business. 


7 


1 hoinas Charles - 








6 


Patrick Campbell . ... - 




109 




7 


William Doorley - 








8 


William Dunne - 










Patrick Fennell - 








10 


Thomas Fannin, Marlborough-street - 








11 


Thomas Fannin, Mecklenburgh-street 


10 






1 2 


Thomas Fannin, James’s-strcet - 


r 






13 


Michael Fahie ----- 








14 


Patrick Gillespie - - - - 




G86 




15 


Prudence Henderson ... 








lC 


Patrick Kearns - 


8 


617 




17 


Patrick M'Garry - - - - 


2 


224 




18 

H) 


Thomas Murphy - 

Charles Marsh ----- 




37 ‘ 




20 


Thomas M'Namara (3 offices) - 


10 


1,280 




21 


Maurice Nowlan (a offices) 


12 






22 


Stephen Parker ... - 


r 






23 


William Parkes - 








24 


John Pearson ----- 


8 


712 ' 




25 


James Power ----- 


4 


130 


since declined business. 


26 


John Quinn ----- 




101 




27 


William Richardson - 








28 


Laurence Redmond - - - - 








29 


Joseph Sanderson - 








30 


Samuel Smith (2 offices) - - - 


8 






31 


James Simmons - 








32 


Thomas Smullen ... - 








33 


John Spring ----- 


12 


810 




34 


Richard Spring .... 




101 




35 


Samuel Spencer - 




204 




3« 


Arthur Wise ----- 








37 


Patrick Walsh 




548 




38 


Henry Williams ... - 


5 






39 


Eleanor Wall - 








40 


Christopher Wall - 


2 






4i 


John Whitcraft - - - 


26 


2,382 





YEAR ending December 1836. 



l 


John Anderson - - - - | 


4 


137 


since declined business. 


2 


Robert Burrows - 


1 1 


37 


since declined business. 


3 


Henry Booth (3 offices) - - - 


35 : 


7,295 




4 


Francis Byrne ----- 


8 


619 




S 


William Brophy - 


5 


188 


• 


a 


Patrick Campbell - 


5 


226 




7 


Thomas Charles ... - 


10 


995 




8 


William Dunne 


8 


787 




9 


Walter Doorley - - 


9 


1,071 




10 


Michael Fahie ----- 


9 


1,293 




11 


Thomas Fannin, Marlborough-street - 


6 


1,305 




12 


Thomas Fannin, James’s-street - 


7 


540 




13 


Thomas Fannin, Mecklenburgh-street 


8 


5 19 




H 


Patrick Fennell, Denzille-strcct 


8 


1,261 




15 


Patrick Gillespie - 


3 


720 




l(i 


Patrick Kearns - 




123 


since declined business. 


17 


Prudence Henderson ... 


7 


287 


since dead. 


18 


Thomas Murphy - 


6 


484 





0.88. y 3 ( continued .) 
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Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin — continued. 



NO. 


pawnbrokers’ names. 


Number 
of Sales. 


Number 
of N otices. 


OBSERVATIONS. 




Year ending December 183G — coni' 1 . 
Charles Marsh ----- 


6 


774 




20 


Thomas ftPNamara (3 offices) - 


1.9 


2.3&'7 




21 


Michael M'Garry - 


3 


171 




22 


Maurice Nowlan (2 offices) 


12 


1,921 






John Pearson (a offices) - 


24 


2,979 








2 


(,4 


since declined business. 




John Quinn ----- 


8 


GG 


since declined business. 




William Richardson - - - - 


7 


448 


since dead. 


27 


Stephen Parker - 


4 


225 




28 


Laurence Redmond - - - - 


3 


74i 






William l’arkes - 


13 


,.7<|8 






Samuel Smith (2 offices) - 


13 


i,GG8 






Joseph Sanderson - - - - 


8 


i,7H> 






Thomas Smullen - - - 


1 1 


820 






James Simmons - 


4 


47G 




34 

36 


Samuel Spencer - - - - 


5 


189 




Richard Spring ... - 


5 


2G2 






John Spring ----- 


14 


1,117 




37 


Christopher Wall - - - - 


2 


36 




38 


Henry Williams ... - 


8 


978 




39 


John Whitcraft (2 offices) - 


24 


2,809 
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Returns from the Marshal of the City of Dublin — continued. 


PENALTIES imposed on Pawnbrokers by me - - - - - 


- None. 


AVERAGE FEES received by me as Register of Pawnbrokers. 


Registering Pawnbrokers’ Licenses and Returns - - - - - - | 

Serving Pawnbrokers’ Notices of the sale of forfeited pledges - - - 1 

Profits on the sale of forfeited pledges as per return from William F. Bentley , 1 
my assistant and auctioneer in the Stephen’s Green divisional sale-room -j j 


£. s. d. 
35 ° - - 
250 - - 

312 - - 


Average Income » - - 


912 - - 



Since ray appointment to office, I have used every exertion to compel the Pawnbrokers of Ireland 
to make Returns. Every year they have increased in number, and the last year shows a very 
small deficiency. I have no doubt my next Return will not present a single defaulter. 



So answers 

John Judkin Butler, 

Marshal of Dublin and Register of Pawnbrokers in Ireland, 
No. 62, Upper Gardiner-street, Dublin. 

The above Returns completed this 21st day of April 1838. 



RETURNS from the Clerks of the Peace, City of Dublin. 



A RETURN of the Names and Residences of all Pawnbrokers in the City of Dublin who 
have lodged Bonds with the Town Clerks ; together with the Names, Residences and Occupa- 
tions of their Sureties, and the Dates of each such Bonds. 



NAMES AND 
RESIDENCES. 


NAMES, RESIDENCES AND OCCUPATIONS 
OF SURETIES. 


DATES OF 
BONDS. 


OATH 

LODGED. 


Richard Spring, 

Francis-street. 


- - Samuel Smith, of Henry-street, Pawnbroker ; 
John Spring, of Francis-street, Pawnbroker ; 
and Thomas Murphy, 96, Coombe- 


30 Mar. 1811 


30 Mar. 1811. 


Patrick Campbell, 
28, Chancery-lane. 


--William Parks, 1 9, Charlotte-street; Tho- 
mas Sargnnt, 47, Upper Dorset-street ; and 
Samuel Smith, 65, Back-lane. 


17 Apr. 1816 


16 Apr. 1816. 


Laurence Redmond, 
116, Abbey-street. 


--Thomas Murphy, 96, Coomb; Samuel 
Smith, 49, Bishop-street ; and Laurence 
Malone, 100, Bride-street. 


15 May tSi7 


24 Mar. 1815. 


Peter Walsh, 118, 
Great Britain-street. 


- - Samuel Winter, 76, Great Britain-street, 
Hosier; Peter Kcon, 124, Capel-st., Grocer; 
and William Dunn, 128, Great Britain-street. 


17 Apr. 1817 


10 Apr. 1817. 


Samuel Smith, 8cj, 


- - Thomas Ewing, Wood Quay, Shoemaker ; 


- June 1818 


4 Apr. 1818. 


Capel-strcct. 


Robert Sherlock, 7, Patrrck-street ; and Wil- 
liam Parks, of Charlotte-street. 






Stephen Parker, 2, 
St. Andrew-street. 


--Richard Montgomery, Rutland street ; 
George Connor, Francis-street; and Samuel 
Neville, Stafford-street. 


25 Mar. 1818 


25 Mar. t8ig. 


Robert Burrowes, 25, 
Denmark-street. 


- - Edward Adams, 44, Nassau-street, Jeweller; 
Mary Anne Burrowes, 69, Charlemont-street, 
widow; and James Bell, Rose Vale, Raheny, 
Esquire. 


30 Mar. 1819 


30 Mar. 1819. 


Joseph Saunderson, 
8, Cuffe-street. 


- - Thomas M'Namara, 14, Usher’s Quay, Auc- 
tioneer ; Samuel Eades, 30, Golden-lane; and 
James O’Hara, 52, South King-street, 


loJune 1820 


7 June 1820. 


Prudence Hender- 
son, i5,Montague- 


--Laurence Malone, 100, Bride-street; Sa- 
muel Smith, 89, Capel-street; and Christopher 
Connor, 28, Chancery-lane. 


23 Nov. 1820 


13 Oct. 1820. 


Thomas M'Naraara, 
52, Beresford- 


--Peter Walsh, 118, Great Britain-street; 
Thomas Harris, 43, Great Britain-street ; and 
Michael Brennan, G7, Meath-street. 


25 Apr. 1828 


24 Mar. 1821. 


Peter Parks, 7, Ke- 
vin-street. 


- - Samuel Smyth, 89, Capel-street ; Thomas 
Murphy, 96, Coombe; and Thomas Murphy, 
28, Chancery-lane. 


5 Apr. 1825 


No oath. 


Christopher Wall, 
1 8, Mary’s Abbey. 


- - Thomas Tracy, Mabbot-street; Christopher 
Hodgers, 167, Church-street; and John 
Scott, of Kildare, Motel-keeper. 

- - Thomas M'Namara, Thomas-street, Pawn- 
broker ; John Pearson, 29, Denzille-street, 
Gentleman ; and Joseph Saunderson, 8, Cuffe- 


27 Mar. 1818 


26’ Mar. 1818. 


Michael Fahie, 8, 
Cuffe-street. 


24 Mar. 1828 


No oath. 


Henry Boothe, 3, 
Essex Gate. 


- - Samuel Smith, 8, Capel-street ; William 
Thomas Ewing, 7, Wood Quay ; and Charles 
Le Grange, 40, Upper Baggot-strcet. 


23 Mar. 1808 


22 Mar. 1807. 


0.88. 


Y 4 




( continued .) 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



Returns from tlie Clerks of the Pence, City of Dublin — continued. 



Charles Marsh, 40, 
Golden-lane. 

Patrick Gillespie, 65, 
Back-lane. 



Thomas Fannin, jun. 
59, Marlborough- 
street. 

Henry Williams, 5, 
.Abbey-street. 

Michael Nowlan, 122, 
Upper Dorset- 
street. 

William Brophy, 
Co, South Great 
Georges’-street. 

John Spring, Fran- 
cis-street. 



David Fennell, 
Meath-street. 



Elizabeth M'Namara, 
Ashe-street. 



Augustus Byrne, 1G, 
Denzille-street. 



Michael Quinn, 76, 
Bride-street. 



Walter Doorley, 153, 
Francis-street. 



Thomas Charles, 18, 
Ross-lane. 



Maurice Nowlan, 46, 
Nassau -street. 



Patrick Walsh, 
Crampton-court. 



Francis Byrne, Great 
Britain-street. 

John Pearson, Den- 
zille-street. 

Thoijms Smullen, 159, 
Church-street. 

Patrick Fennell, 36, 
Denzille-street. 

Michael M ‘Garry, 3, 
Merrion-row. 

Thomas M'Donnell, 
j8. Ross-lane. 



- - Laurence Redmond, Abbey-street, Pawn- 
broker; Jus. Moore, Eustace-street, Jeweller; 
and J. W. Cohen, Ormond Quay, Jeweller. 

-- Patrick Campbell, Townsend-sireet, Pawn- 
broker ; Patrick Carey, Dolier-strcet, Mer- 
chant Tailor; and Peter Byrne, Wellington 
Buildings, IJatmaker. 

--Abraham Briscoe, Rathmines; Thomas 
Fannin, sen., Rathmines, Gentleman ; and 
Henry Fannin, of Mecklenburgh-strcct, Pawn- 
broker. 

- - William Braithwaite, 3, Dolier-street, Tai- 
lor; William F. Bentley, 37, Charlemont- 
street, Gentleman ; and Thomas B. Mu ley, 
Kingston, Gentleman. 

- - Laurence Finn, Bishop-street, Brewer ; 
Maurice Nowlan, Bride-street, Grocer ; and 
Richard Finn, George’s-lane, Publican. 

- - William Collins, 95, Grafton-street, Shoe- 
maker; Richard West Smith, 31, Exchequer- 
street, Silversmith ; and James Gamble, Ex- 
chequer-street, Jeweller. 

- - Michael Spring, Horelawn, county Dublin, 
Gentleman ; William Frederick Bentley, of 
Charlemont-street, Auctioneer; and Joseph 
BagnnII, 48, York-street, Gentleman. 
--James Lawler, Spitalfields, Merchant; 
Laurence Redmond, Abbey-street, Pawn- 
broker; and Terrence Fennell, Meath-street, 
Gentleman. 

-- James Rossiter, Usher’s Quay, Merchant; 
John Clare, Ormond Quay, Merchant ; and 
Samuel Smith, Henry-street, Pawnbroker. 
--Christopher Wall, Mary’s Abbey, Pawn- 
broker; Patrick M'Donncll, Francis-street, 
Woollen draper; and John O’Neill, Cork- 
street, Tanner. 

-- Arthur M’Kenna, Thomas-street ; William 
Steele, Russell-place ; and Robert Travers, 
Wentworth-place. 

- - Augustus Byrne, 14, Denzille-street, Pawn- 
broker ; Peter Doorley, Thomas street, Pro- 
vision Merchant ; and John Carey, Jaraes’s- 
street, Provision Merchant. 

--William Cummins, Great Ship-street, Silver- 
smith ; Henry Charles, Stcphen’s-street ; and 
Francis Rice, Meath-street, Baker. 
--Laurence Finn, Bishop-street, Brewer; 
Joseph D. Mullen, Francis-street, Merchant; 
and Richard Finn, South Great George’s- 
street, Vintner. 

- - John Mills, Middle Gardner-street, Notary' 

Public; Thomas Murphy, of the Coombe, 
lawnbroker; and Samuel Smith, of Henry- 
street, Pawnbroker. J 

- - Robert Scarlet, 11, Denmark-street ; Alex- 
ander Speer Kerr, Rutland-square, Esq. ; and 
Rodolphus Burke, Francis-street, Auctioneer. 
--Ambrose M ‘Garry, 1, Errin-street ; John 
Barlow, Denzille-street; and John Fox, 
Denzille-street. 

- - Joseph Denis Mullen, Francis-street ; Chris- 
lophej M‘Anley, Temple Bar; and Human 
Murphy, of the Coombe. 

-- Michael Nowlan, Nassau-street, Pawnbroker • 
Laurence Redmond, Aebby-street, Pawnbroker- 

and lerrence Fennell, Merrion Avenue ’ 

- - Thomas White, 3;, Cook-street j James 
leickman, 3 Bow-street; and Bernard 
M‘Garry, of Palmerstown, 

--James Finn, Bishop-street, Brewer; Wil- 
^hip-street, Silversmith ; and 
William iTcdeyick Bentley, of Charlemont- 
street. 



13 Jim. 1832 

13 Apr. 1830 

l May 1830 

1 Jan. 1831 

18 Feb. 1831 
24 Mar. 1831 

22 Mar. 1831 

14 Apr. 1831 

l7Jnn, 1832 
124 Mar. 1832 

20 June 1832 
5 Oct. 1832 

16 Apr. 1833 
27 Apr. 1833 

3 June 1833 

22 Oct. 1833 
14 Apr. 183-1 
14 Apr. 1834 

8 Dec. 1834 
12 Apr. 183G 

9 Apr. 1836; 



OATH 

LODGED. 

9 Dec. 1831. 

- - No oath 
lodged. 

- - No oath 
lodged. 

30 Dee. 1 830. 

lG Feb. 1831. 

23 Mar. 1831. 

18 Mar. 1831. 
14 Apr. 1831. 

17 Dec. 1831. 
22 Mar. 1832. 

22 May 1832. 
G Oct. 1832. 

2 Apr. 1833. 
22 Apr. 1833. 

- - No oath 
lodged. 

18 Oct. 1833. 
20 Mar. 1834. 
17 Mar. 1834. 
4 Dec. 1834. 

24 Mar. 1836. 
31 Mar, 1836. 
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Ret urns from the Clerks of the Peace, City of Dublin— continued. 



NAMES AND 
RESIDENCES. 


NAMES, RESIDENCES AND OCCUPATIONS 
OF SURETIES. 


DATES OP 
BONDS. 


OATH 

LODGED. 


James O’Gorman, 
1, Rlary’s-lane. 


- - John M'Kenna, Townsend-street, Provision 
Merchant; James Brady, Beresford-street, 
Silversmith ; and William F. Bentley, Charle- 
mont-street, Gentleman. 


22 June 1836 


No oath. 


Samuel Dunne, 45, 
Mary-street. 


- - Peter Dunne, Mary-street, Coachmaker ; 
John Donnelly, Bride-street, Ironmonger; 
& James Muiholland, Horseman’s-row, Factor. 


to Oct. 1836 


10 Oct. 1836. 


John M'Garry, New- 
row, West. 


- - James Gorman, Mary’s-lanc, Pawnbroker; 
William F. Bentley, of Charlemont-street ; 
& Thomas Coffev, Shaw-street, Coppersmith. 


5 Nov. 1836 


24 Oct. 1836. 


rhomas Murphy, Ex- 
chequer-street. 


- - Patrick Murray, North Brunswick-street, 
Brewer ; James Coffey, North King’s-street, 
Salesmaster; and Mathew Mooney, of Queen’s- 
street, Salesmaster. 


25 Mar. 1837 


25 Mar. 1837. 


John Mullen, Wine- j 
tavern-street. 


- - Patrick Gillespie, South Great George’s- 
street ; William Crowe, Winetavern-street ; 
and William Fitzpatrick, North King-street. 


20 Apr. 1837 


18 Apr. 1837. 


James Barnier, Great 
Longford-street. 


- - Joseph Barnier, Anglesea-street; Benjamin 
J. Holebrook, Aungier-street ; and Samuel 
Eades, of Clontarf. 


20 June 1837 


15 Apr. 1837. 


William Dunne, Phce- 
nix -street. 


-- William Ham, Queen-street, Timber-mer- 
chant; Joseph Bovey, Arran Quay, Seed- 
merchant; ix James Simons, Pembroke Quay, 
Pawnbroker. 


6 July 1837 


No oath. 


Patrick Walsh, Tho- 
mas-street. 


- - Peter Byrne, Wellington-buildings; James 
Greene, Castle-street; and James Hanlon, 
Temple-lane. 


25 July 1837 


30 June 1837. 


James Summons, 29, 
Queen-street. 


- - Henry Egglisa, Ellis’s Quay, Gent. ; Adam 
Mahood, Upper Bridge-street, Apothecary; 
and John Lee, Ilarcourt-place, Gentleman. 


1 1 Nov. 1837 


20 Oct. 1837. 


Nathaniel Halbert, 
2, Corn-market. 


- - John Verschayle, Camden -street, Parch- 
meni-manufacturer ; Peter Downey, New- 
street, Timber-merchant; and James Lundy, 
New-street, Grocer. 


14 Nov. 1837 


7 Nov. 1837. 



Archer fy Lung, Town Clerks, 

City of Dublin, 



RETURNS from Treasurers of Counties. 



RETURNS of the Names and Residences of all Pawnbrokers who have lodged Bonds in the Offices of Treasurers 
of Counties ; and the Names, Residences and Occupations of the Securities named in such Bonds, with the 
Dates of such Bonds ; and also of the Names and Residences of all Appraisers, Valuators or Auctioneers who 
have lodged Bonds in their Offices, stating the Names, Residences anrl Occupations of their Sureties, and the Date 
of Bonds, pursuant to Act 26 Geo. 3, c. 43, s. 14. 



COUNTY OF ANTRIM. 



PAWNBROKERS. 



NO. 


NAMES OF 
PAWNBROKERS. 


NAMES OF SURETIES. 


RESIDENCES. 


OCCUPATIONS OF 
SURETIES. 


DATES OF BONDS. 




f 


James Graffin - 


Belfast - 


- 


21 Oct. 1823. 


1 


James Bayley - J 


James Mitchell 


ditto - 


. 


- ditto. 




l 


Robert Gibson 


ditto - 


- - 


- ditto. 




r 


Edward Gibbon 


ditto - 


. 


25 Oct. 1823. 


9 


Michael Loughran <[ 


Felix Loughran 


ditto - 


- - 


- ditto. 




l 


Bernard Loughran - 


ditto - 


- - 


- ditto. 




r 


Martin Hughes - ; 


ditto ... 


- - 


11 Dec. 1823. 


3 


James Bogan - J 


Owen Bogan - 


ditto ... 


----- 


- ditto. 




l 


James Magill - 


ditto - 


- 


j - ditto. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



County of Antrim : — Returns from Treasurers of Counties— continued. 



NO. 


NAMES OF 
PAWNBROKERS. 


NAMES OF SURETIES. 


RESIDENCES. 


OCCUPATIONS OF 
SURETIES. 


DATES OF BONDS. 




Pawnbrokers— t 


:ontinued. 










1 


’ William Hamilton - 


Belfast - - - 


- 


•23 August 1824. 


4 


William Gilbert - J 


Francis Gilmore 


ditto - 


- 


ditto. 




1 


L Thomas Turney 


ditto ... 


- 


ditto. 




1 


' Arthur Devlin 


ditto ... 


- 


19 May - 1825. 


5 


John Johnston - •{ 


Thomas Bailey 


ditto ... 


- 


ditto. 




1 


. Edward Cummins 


ditto ... 


- 


ditto. 




1 


Hugh Moorcroft 


ditto ... 


. 


6 July - 1821;. 


6 


Eleanor Moorcroft -i 


David Gillespie 


ditto ... 


- 


ditto. 




l 


. Samuel Armour 


ditto ... 


- 


ditto. 






.... 


Straid, parish of Bally- 


- 


9 February 1828. 








nure. 










Samuel Logan 


Straidnahannah, West 


Farmer ... 




7 






Division of Carrick- 












fergus. 










Alexander Birnie 


Straid, parish of Bally- 


ditto ... 


ditto. 






. William Stewart 


ditto - - - j 


ditto ... 


ditto. 




1 


' Philip Pointon 


Belfast ... 


Delf & China-merch" 


3 October 1831. 


8 


George Todd -1 


George Cinnamond - 


ditto ... 


Spirit-merchant 


ditto. 




l 


Michael Bracegirdle 


ditto - 


ditto ... 


ditto. 




f 


Arthur Devlin - 


ditto ... 


Broker & Appraiser - 


10 Sept. - 1832. 


9 


John M'Cully J 


Edward Cummins - 


ditto - 


Clerk & Spirit-dealer 


ditto. 




l 


John Coulter - 


ditto ... 


Accountant 


ditto. 




f 


- 


Durhamsland, parish 


- 


12 Sept. - 1835. 








of Donegore. 










Arthur Reid - 


Old Park, parish of 


Farmer 




10 


Benjamin A. Da- 




Shankhill, otherwise 








vison - 




Belfast. 










John Moore 


Templepatrick - 


Surgeon 


ditto. 






William Fulton 


Standing-stone, Hole- 


Farmer 






k 




stone. 








f 


John Gillen 


Lisburn - - - 


Merchant 




11 


Samuel Pelan -J 


Halliday Nelson 


ditto - 


Innkeeper 


ditto. 




■ 1 


George Megany 


ditto ... 


ditto ... 


- ditto. 




f 


| Humphry Boyd 


ditto - 


Merchant 






Jacob Bannister 


Thomas Gillespie 


ditto ... 


Woollendraper 


ditto. 




l 


j John Gillen 


ditto ... 


Merchant 


- ditto. 



Belfast ' and this Return E, * uf S i* 2 i" had been delivered by the late Treasurer to the Town Clerk of 

of the Sureties. ’ 6S ° em ’ ^ r0m a recei P* ^ ^ or them, which did not mention the occupation 



Alexander Miller , Treasurer. 



APPRAISERS. &c. 



NO. 


NAMES OF 
APPRAISERS AND 
AUCTIONEERS. 


NAMES OF 
THEIR SURETIES. 


RESIDENCES. 




r 


Robert Russell 


Belfast - 


1 


John Devlin J 


John Kane 


ditto 




i 


Michael Loughran - 


ditto 




[ 


James Anderson 


ditto - 


2 ! 


John Byrne - -J 


William Small - 


ditto 




1 


William Anderson - | 


ditto 



OCCUPATIONS OF 
SURETIES. 



Watchmaker - 
Publican 
Pawnbroker 
Auctioneer & Valuator 
Merchant 
Cloth-dealer - 



9 February 1 838. 



DATES OF BONDS. 



20 June - 182(1. 
ditto, 
ditto. 

4 August 1829. 
ditto, 
ditto. 



Alexander Miller , Treasurer, County Antrim. 
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Returns from Treasurers of Counties — continued. 



COUNTY Ob' ARMAGH. 



PAWNBROKERS. 


SECURITIES. 




Dates 








Names. 


and 

Residences. 


Names. 


Residences. 


Occupations. 


John Gallagher - 


Armagh, 

7 January 1820 


f James Bennett 
< John Jones - 
[John Young 


Armagh - 
Armagh - 
Armagh - 


Merchant. 

Auctioneer. 

Stationer. 


David Whitley - 


Armagh, 

21 February 1833 


[John Jones - 
j Robert M ! Clean - 
[Samuel Hinchey - 


Armagh - 
Drumbee - 
Tyrearly - 


Auctioneer. 

Farmer. 

Farmer. 


Margaret M'Culla 


Armagh, 

23 February 1824 


[Hugh M'Clean - 
[James Starr - 
[Nathaniel Simpson 


Derrycuhan 
Armagh - 
Cavanagrove 


Farmer. 

Pawnbroker. 

Gentleman. 


Margaret Robinson 


Armagh, 

13 July - 1824 


[Robert Caldwell - 
Simon Reilly 
[John Jones - 


Armagh - 
Drummond 
Armagh - 


Innkeeper. 

Farmer. 

Auctioneer. 


Alexander Gibson 


Armagh, 

24 May - 1826 


[William Dobbin - 
[ Samuel Hinchey - 
[Joseph Morrow - 


Ternascobe 
Tyrearly - 
Creeverow 


Farmer. 

Farmer. 

Farmer. 


Robert Hazel ton 


Lurgan, 

17 April - 1828 


[Matthew Wells 
John Cullen 
[Robert Trail 


Lurgan 
Armagh - 
Lurgan 


Watchmaker. 

Watchmaker. 

Woollendraper. 


James Turkington, 
jun. 


Lurgan, 

6 March - 1830 


[ James Turkington, "l 
sen. - -J 

William Johnston - 
L Dunlop Moore 


Annalorst - 

Lurgan 

Lurgan 


Farmer. 

Merchant. 

Saddler. 


Francis Gray 


Market!) ill, 

17 November 1831 


[Robert Gray 
John Acheson 
[John Mulligan 


Markethiil 
Killycarnc 
Ednakennedy - 


Innkeeper. 

Farmer. 

Farmer. 


Matthew Wells - 


Lurgan, 

29 October 1833 


[John Cullen 
George Macartney 
[Philip Keenan 


Armagh - 
Armagh - 
Armagh - 


Watchmaker. 

Dentist. 

Innkeeper. 


Robert Robinson - 


Tancleragee, 

10 September 1834 


[Patrick Corvan 
George Macartney 
[John Jones - 


Armagh - 
Armagh - 
Armagh - 


Grocer. 

Watchmaker. 

Auctioneer. 


Alexander Still - 


Newtownhnmilton, 
14 October 1835 


[John O’Neill 
John Mulligan 
[williamCampbell - 


Newtownhamilton 
Armagh - 
Ballybrawly 


Farmer. 

Publican. 

Auctioneer. 


Margaret Lindsay 


Charlcmont, 

12 April - 1836 


[Thomas Farnan - 
Thomas Healy 
[ Francis Magill 


Armagh - 
Armagh - 
Armagh - 


Innkeeper. 

Dealer. 

Architect. 


Alexander Starr - 


Armagh, 

7 April - 1837 


'James Bennett, sen. 
John Conry- 
Jlobert Caldwell - 


Armagh - 
Armagh - 
Armagh - 


Merchant. 

Grocer. 

Grocer. 


Margaret Starr - 


Armagh, 

13 June - 1837 


'John Conry - 
James Bennett, jun. 
Charles Keys 


Armagh - 
Armagh - 
Armagh - 


Grocer. 

Tanner. 

Baker. 



14 February 1838. Ac/ieson St. George, Treasurer. 



COUNTY OF CARLOW. 



Sir, Carlow, 30 January 1838. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th instant, and to acquaint you, for 
the information of his Excellency tlvc Lord Lieutenant, that there have been no Bonds of Pawn- 
brokers, Appraisers, Valuators or Auctioneers ever lodged in my office. 

I have, &c. 

T. Drummond, Esq. J. H. Whelan, 

Sue. &c. &c. Treasurer, County Carlow. 

Dublin Castle. 



0.88. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



i 7 4 



APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



Returns from Treasurers of Counties — continued. 



COUNTY OF CAVAN. 



Dates 


Names 


Residences. 


Names 


Residences 


of Bonds. 


of Pawnbrokers. 


of Securities. 


and Occupations. 










f- -Fortviewnear Coote- 


6 Nov. - 1832 


Wm. M'Fadden 


1 Cootehill 


| Samuel M'Fadden , 


\ hill, (icntleman. 
Cootehill, Farmer. 








[Thomas Jebb 


Cootehill, Shopkeeper. 


5 Nov. - 1833 


John Brady 


Cavan - 


[William Johnston - 
James Moore 


Cavan, Printer. 
Ballymacroo, Gent. 








[John Brady - 


Drumkccn, Schoolmaster. 


17 May - 1836 


Charles Maguire 


Belturbet 


[Pat. Delacy - 
< Hugh Maguire 


j Kilsuh, Farmers. 








[James Maguire 


Cavan, Publican. 


2i Feb. - 1837 


Samuel Fisher - 


Cootehill 


[Benjamin Little - 
<J James Woods 
[Patrick Tully 


[- - All of Cootehill, 
J Gentlemen. 


4 March 1837 


James White 


Cootehill 


; [ William Clarke - 
• Samuel M'Fadden 
[William Stewart - 


Cootehill, Innkeeper. 








Cootehill, m. d. 



N. B .— No Bonds of Appraisers, Valuators or Auctioneers lodged in this office, under the 
said Act or any other Act. 

„ . Cavan ' „ „ 1 /P. Erskinc, 

a February 1838./ Treasurer, County Cavan. 



COUNTY OF CLARE. 



PAWNBROKERS’ 


SECURITIES’ 


Dates 


Names. 


Residences. 


Names. 


Residences. 


Occupations. 


of Bonds. 


Mort. Shannon 


Tulla - 


f Solomon Frost - 
\ Robert Frost - 
[ Maurice Scanlon 


Ellen-st. Limerick 
Broad -st. Limerick 
Ellen-st. Limerick 


Coach Proprietor"] 
Linendraper - [• 
Architect - -J 


l 2 January 

1 835- 


John Doyle 


Killaloe - 


[Wm.St. Laurence' 
s Michael Kelly - 
[James M'Namara 


Limerick - 
Limerick - 
Limerick - 


Hatter - 
Pawnbroker - S 
M erchant -J 


2 5 June 

1835- 


Michael Byrne 


Clare 


(-John Patterson - 
J Henry Grant - 
[John Finucane - 


Clare 

Ennis 

Ennis 


Householder 
Householder - [ 
f- Serjeant, Clare [ 
[Militia Staff -J 


12 October 
1836. 



Charles Mahon , 

Treasurer, County Clare. 



APPRAISERS’, VALUATORS’ ! 
OR AUCTIONEERS’ 


SURETIES’ 


Dates 


Names. Residences. 


Names. 


j Residences. 


Occupations. 


of Bonds. 


None. — 


- 




- 


- 



Charles Mahon , 

Treasurer, County Clare. 
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Returns from Treasurers of Counlies —continued. 



COUNTY OF CORK. 



Dates of Bonds. 


Names of 
Pawnbrokers. 


Residences of 
Pawnbrokers. 


Names of Securities. 


Residences of 
Securities. 


Occupations of 
Securities. 




Mary Roberts - 


( 


Thomas Garrant - 


Mallow 


Gentleman. 


15 July - 1819 


Mallow - -< 


Mary Mason 


Mallow 


Shopkeeper. 








Thomas Roberts - 


Mallow 


Gentleman. 




John M‘ Donald 




Michael Crowly - 


Dunmanaway 


Farmer. 


27 Dec. - 1819 


Dunmanaway -< 


Robert Bridges 


Dunmanaway 


Gauger. 






l 


Corn. Collins 


Dunmanaway 


Publican. 




William Bennett 


f 


George Harris 


Bandon 


Shopkeeper. 


23 Oct. - 1822 


Clonakilty 


Thomas Bennett - 


Bandon 


Pawnbroker. 






James Connell 


Bandon 


Publican. 






f 


Homan Haynes 


Mallow 


Gentleman. 


24 Dec. - 1822 


William Denny - 


Mallow - -s' 


Isaac Jones - 


Ballymagooly 


Farmer. 






l 


Charles Haynes 


Mallow 


Gentleman. 






| 


John Quail e 


Mallow 


Gentleman. 


29 Jan. - 1823 


Fred. Bourke - 


Mallow - -{ 


ICingsmill Brady - 


Mallow 


Gentleman. 






1 


Richard Barrett - 


Mallow 


Gentleman. 






f 


Maurice Connell - 


Mallow 


Shopkeeper. 


13 Aug. - 1823 


J. W. H. Haines 


Mallow - - 


John Lynch - 


Mallow 


Gentleman. 






1 


John Quaine 


Mallow 


Tanner. 


12 Jan. - 1824 


An drew & William 
Waugh - 


j-Clonakilty -[ 


William Phipps 
Joseph Morgan - 


Clonakilty • 
Cork - 


Shopkeeper. 

Leather-merchant, 




J l 


John Lyons - 


Cork ... 


Merchant. 




Ellen O’Neil 


f 


John Barrett 


Youghal 


Auctioneer. 


30 March 1824 


Fermoy - 


Daniel Sullivan 


Cork - 


Coal-merchant. 






John Prendergast - 


1 Youghal 


Coal-merchant. 






r 


George Harris, jun. 


Bandon 


Clothier. 


C April 1824 


George Harris - 


Bandon - -■{ 


Robert Fuller 


Bandon 


Clothier. 






l 


Joseph Fuller 
Thomas Long 


Bandon 


Farmer. 






I 


Cork - 


Chandler. 


23 April 1824 


Rowland & 


j-Cove 


Thomas Jumeson - 


Cork - 


Gentleman. 


William Long 


Edward Long 


Cork - 


Gentleman. 






l 


Robert Grimwitlj - 


Cork - 


Gentleman. 






f 


James W. Daniel - 


Cork - 


Gentleman. 


30 May - 1824 


John M'Carthy - 


Skibbereen -< 


Thomas Busteed - 


Cork - 


Gentleman. 




1 


William Rumney - 


Cork - 


Gentleman. 






I 


Thomas Shearman 


Kanturk 


Gentleman. 


13 Feb. - 1826 


Arthur Sheppard 


Kanturk - 


John Homan 


Clonribbon - 


Gentleman. 




l 


John Harding 


Kanturk 


Gentleman. 


16 June - 182G 


David Shanahan 




Michael Barry 


Fermoy 


Gentleman. 


Fermoy - 


Michael Shanahan 


Fermoy 


Gentleman. 






l 


William Shanahan 


Fermoy 


Shopkeeper. 






f 


John Buckley 


Mitchelstown 


Gentleman. 


20 Oct. - 1826 


John M'Craith - 


Mitchelstown -{ 


William Johnson - 


Cork - 


Gentleman. 






1 


Richard Touhy 


Cork - - - 


Tanner. 






f 


Robert Fetherstone 


Kilmaceans - 


Farmer. 


30 Oct. - 1826 


George Sandhain 


Charleville -< 


John Mann - 


Kilmnceans - 


Gentleman. 




1 


John Barry - 


Buttevant - 


Gentleman. 


2 Dec. - 1826 




| 


T. Small man, sen. - 


Buttevant 


Gentleman. 


T.Smallman, jun. 


Buttevant -< 


Nicholas Low 


Gurraneard - 


Gentleman. 




1 


James Low - 


Gurraneard - 


Gentleman. 


1 Jan. - 1827 






Michael Ryan 


Fermoy 


Publican. 


Catherine Walsh 


Fermoy - -j 


James Riordan 


Fermoy 


Shopkeeper. 






Michael Colberts - 


Fermoy 


Gauger. 


29 Jan. - 1828 




f 


William O’Regan - 


Cork - 


Painter. 


Margaret Magrath 


Mitchelstown -< 


John Buckley 


Mitchelstown 


Shopkeeper. 






l 


John Norris - 


Cork - 


Shopkeeper. 


18 Feb. - 1828 




f 


Homan Haynes 


Mallow 


Gentleman. 


W. B. Williams - 


Mallow - -< 


Edward Callaghan 


Mallow- 


Shopkeeper. 






l 


Stephen Williams - 


Mallow 


Dyer. 


23 May - 1828 




f 


John Quaine 


Mallow 


Shopkeeper. 


Edward Slattery 


Mallow - -s 


John Ahern - 


Mallow 


Shopkeeper. 




1 


Kingsni' Brady 


Mallow 


Shopkeeper. 


4 Oct. - 1828 




r 


Hercules Jones 


Mallow 


Shopkeeper. 


M. O’Connell - 


Mallow - -J 


George Downing - 


Mallow 


Shopkeeper. 






l 


Piere Mansfield - 


Mallow 


Gentleman. 


12 Jan. - 1829 




f 


John Ebril - 


Limerick 


Skin & Feather • merchant. 


Richard Rawleigh 


Charleville -< 


Edmund Ryal 


Limerick 


Skin & Feather-merchant. 




1 


Johp Lacy - 


Limerick 


Hardware-merphant. 


25 March 1829 




f 


Mathew Geran 


Cork - 


Gentleman. 


W. Fitzgibbon - 


Buttevant -< 


James Dennison - 


Cork - 


Tobacconist. 




l 


James Cremin 


Cork 1 - 


Wine-merchant. 


0.88. 
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County of Cork : — Returns from Treasurers of Counties — continued. 



Dates of Bonds. 


Names of 
Pawnbrokers. 


Residences of 
Pawnbrokers. 


1 Oct. - 1829 


John Wiseman - 


Macroom 


2 April- 1830 


W. E. Roger & 
Emanuel Helen 


1 Nelson Place, J 
/ Cork - -1 


2 April- 1830 


William Jannin - 


Bantry - 


6 April- 1830 


John 0 ’Ke,effe - 


Skibbereen -| 


23 Oct. - 1830 


Dennis Downing 


Fermoy - 


28 May - 1831 


Catherine Walsh 


Mitchelstown 


15 July - 1831 


John Drew 


Cove - -j 


20 Aug.- 1832 


Edward Long - 


Cove - 


15 Nov. - 1832 


James Ryan 


Buttevant 


6 April 1833 


William Waugh 


Cove - J 


8 Oct. - 1833 


Thomas Bennett & 
Daniel Sullivan 


j-Clonakilty -j 


26 Nov. - 1833 I 


Dorah Kingston 


Bandon - J 


>835 j 


Andrew Waugh & 
Richard Waugh 


jcionakilty 


24 Sept. 1836 


James Donoughue 


Ross Carbery 


30 Aug. - 1837 


John Abbot 


Skibbereen -j 


26 Sept. 1837 


Mary Ann Long 


Cove - ./ 



Names of Securities. 


Residences of 
Securities. 


Occupations 1 
Securities. 


William Leddy 


Macroom 


. 


Tailor. 


Adam Harris 


Cork - 


- 


Shopkeeper. 


John Hammet 


Cork - 


- 


Coachmaker 


Joseph Helen 


Cork - 


- 


Shopkeeper. 


Robert Helen 


Cork - 


- 




William Allen 


Cork - 


_ 


Gentleman. 


Thomas Ross 


Cork - 


_ 


Baker. 


James Shcehy 


Cork - 


. 


Publican, 


Richard Donovan ( 


Cork - 


_ 




John Mahony - ! 


Cork - 


. 


Builder. 


John O’Neil 


Cork - 


_ 


Builder. 


James Riordan 


Fermoy 


_ 


Shopkeeper. 


John Carroll 


fermoy 


_ 


Shopkeeper. 


John Sisk - 


Castle Hyde 


. 


Farmer. 


Robert Baylor 


Fermoy 


- 


Shopkeeper. 


Ihonias Garland - 


hermoy 


_ 




Michael Mariga - 


Fermoy 


- 


Writing Clerk. 


John Lyons - 


Cove - 


_ 


Gentleman. 


James Cahill 


Cove - 


. 


Shopkeeper. 


W. Moore Drew - 


Cove - 


_ 


Gentleman. 


Thomas Long 


Cove - 




Gentleman. 


Rowland Long 


Cork - 


_ 


Chandler. 


George Thornton - 


Cork - 


. 


Shopkeeper. 


John Robertson - 


Cork - 


„ 




John Anderson 


Cork - 






Edward Harrington 


Cork - 


- 


Tailor. 


1 homas Long 


Cork - 


. 


Gentleman. 


Edward Long 


Cork - 


- 


Shopkeeper. 


William Phipps 


Cork - 


_ 


Shoemaker. 


William Holland - 


Cork - 






Robert Halton 


Cork - 






John Halton 


Cork i 




Shopkeeper. 


James Dawson 


Bandon 


_ 




William Dawson - 


Cork - 


. 


Woollendroper. 


William C. Sullivan 


Bandon 




Tn liner. 


William Phipps - 


Cork - 




Cordwaincr. 


Andrew Waugh - 


Cork - 




Victualler. 


Edward Long 


Cove - 




Pawnbroker. 


Bryen Gallway 


Cork - 


_ 


Writing Clerk. 


.Michael Donovan - 


Cork - 


_ 


Writing Clerk. 


Andrew M'Carty - 


Cork - 






George Harris 


Bandon 




Shopkeeper. 


Daniel Sullivan 


Clonakilty - 


. 


Shopkeeper. 


James Ryan 


Cork - 


. 


Shopkeeper. 


Andrew Waugh - 


Cork - 


. 




John Waugh 


Cork - 






Andrew Waugh - 


Clonakilty - 


- 


Pawnbroker. 



One only Auctioneer an d Appraiser has lodged Bonds with the Treasurer of the County of Cork 



Date of Bonds. 


[ Name of the 
Auctioneer. 


Residence of 
Auctioneer. 


Names of Securities. 


Residences of 
Securities. 


Occupations of 
Securities. 


31 Oct. - 1825 


William Peyton - 


Bandon - 


Thomas Bennett - 
Joseph Bennett 
William Moriarty - 


Bandon 

Bandon 

Bandon 


Gentleman. 

Gentleman. 

Gentleman. 



24. February 1838. James Delawar, 

Treasurer, County Cork. 



COUNTY OF DONEGAL. 



« February 1838. 



None found. 

Francis Mansfield, 

Treasurer, County Donegal. 
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Returns from Treasurers of Counties — continued. 



COUNTY OF DOWN. 



/ 

Names of 
Pawnbrokers. 


Residences. 


Names of Securities. 


Residences. 


Occupations. 


Dates of Bonds. 


Thomas Hampton 


Downpatrick -j 


John Hampton 
James Hampton - 


Bleary 

Clare 


Farmer - -1 

Farmer - -J 




Thomas Miscamble 


l 

Newtownards < 


George Hampton - 
John Miscamble - 
James Miscamble - 


Anaghanoon 
Newtownards - 
Ballymacarret - 


Farmer - -j 

Woollendraper -] j 
Grocer - - > 




Samuel Bradberry 


l 

Banbridge - < 


John Spence 
James Phenix 
George Bradberry 


Hollywood 

Maze 

Maze 


Publican - -J 

Farmer - -1 

Farmer - - 1 


8 January 1827 


GardnerMiscamble! 


l 

Donaghadee - •[ 


William Briggs 
Thomas Miscamble 
John Robinson 


Maze 

N cwtownards - 
Hollywoodhills * 


Gentleman - -J 
Pawnbroker -1 

Farmer - - 1 


13 Nov. - 1827 


Henry Best 


1 

Dromore - •{ 


John McAllister - 
Hu. Battersby 
Hu. Mathers 


Newtownards - 
Dromore - 
Dromore - 


Innkeeper - -J 

Baker - - -1 

Innkeeper - - J. 




John Robinson - 


l 

Downpatrick - J 


George Ross 
James Robinson - 
Thomas Miscamble 


Dromore - 
llallykeel - 
Newtownards - 


Innkeeper - -J 

Farmer - -J 

Pawnbroker - V 




James Ross 


l 

Donaghadee - < 


Hu. Rea - 
Francis M‘Clelland 
James Magill 


Killeen 

Belfast 

Belfast 


Farmer - -j 

Gentleman - -j 

Gentleman - -* 




David Patton - 1 


l 

Dromore - < 


'Ihomas Yelton 
John Killips - . 

Thomas Miscamble 


Belfast 
Ballydavey 
Newtownards - 


Gentleman - -J 

Farmer - -1 

Pawnbroker - j> 




James Savage 


l 

Rathfryland - •( 


Thomas Patton 
Henry Turnly 
John Savage 


Ballygrot - 

Newry 

Lurgancanty 


Farmer - -J 

Merchant - -T 

Gentleman - - *• 


6 Feb. - 183a 


Alex. M‘Connell - 


l 

Newtownards - •[ 


James Savage 
John M'Connell - 
John Gunning 


Newry 

Ballyrainey 

Ballyrainey 


Master-mariner - J 
Farmer - 

Farmer - « J 


13 April - 1832 


Henry Kelly 


l 

Banbridge - { 


Alexander M‘Night 
Abigail Sorby 
John Sorby - 


Crawfordsburn - 
Lisburn - 
Lisburn - 


Farmer - -J 

Grocer - -1 

Cabinet-maker - ‘ 

Shuttle-maker -J 

Merchant - -J 

Rope- manufacturer J 


5 October 1832 


William Johnston 


l 

Warrenpoint - •[ 


Henry Kelly 
Alexander Canning 
Alexander Postly - 


Lisburn - 

Newry 

Newry 


18 October 1832 


Henry M'Namara 


\ 

Downpatrick - < 


'1 homas King 
George Hampton - 
William M'Cune - 


Newry 

Clare 

Downpatvick 


Merchant - -J 

Farmer - - 1 

Gentleman - - * 


30 March 1833 


James Y. Young - 1 


l 

Downpatrick - ! 


John M‘Koc 
James Young 
Alexander Young 


Downpatrick 
Gransliaw - 
Granshaw - 


Farmer - -J 

Farmer - -~i 

Farmer - - 1 


! 16 April - 1833 


Alexander Miller 


1 

Bangor - -J| 


John Young - 
Joseph Miller 
William Whitla - 


Gransliaw 

Conlig 

Ballyvernon 


Farmer - -J 

Gentleman - -j 

Gentleman - -l] 




Hugh Seeds 


Ij 

: 

Dromore - \ 1 


Joseph Miller 
William Mussen - 
Richard Mussen - 


Bangor 

Ballymullan 

Ballymullan 


Gentleman - -J 

Farmer - -1 

Farmer - - 1 


! 18 Sept. - 1S33 


John Ferguson - 


} 

Donaghadee - < 


Arthur Mussen - 1 
Nathaniel Magee - 
James Boss - 


Ballymullan 

Donaghadee 

Donaghadee 


Farmer - -J 

Farmer - 

Pawnbroker - J- 


g October 1834 


Dowling & O’Neill 


l 

Banbridge - \ 


Alexander Biers - 
William Russell - 
A. M'Aravey 


Donaghadee 
Capagh - 
Banbridge 


Farmer - -J 

Linen-merchant -1 
Cabinet-maker - 


24 Nov. - 1 834 


John' Jacobson - 


1 

Ballymacarret - 


William M'Niece - 
W’illiam Shields - 
William Jacobson 1 


Ballykeel - 

Belfast 

Belfast 


Gentleman - -J 

.Tailor » -1 

Gentleman - - V 


8 June - 1835 


William M'Clelhnd 


1 

Banbridge - < 


Hustings Duprey - 
James Sprott 
Robert Hamilton - 


Belfast 

Banbridge 

Banbridge 


Coachmaker -J 

Tallow-chandler -1 
Merchant - 


31 Dec. - 1835 


George Hampton 


1 

Dromore - 1 


Robert M‘Clelland 
John Hampton 
John Whaley 


Banbridge 

Bleary 

Anaghanoon 


Mercliant - -J 

Farmer - - 1 

Farmer - - } 


29 March 1 836 


James M'Roberts 


1 

Rathfryland - -j 


Henry M'Namara 
James Hutton 
Richard Harcourt 


Downpatrick 

Newry 

Newry 


Pawnbroker -j 

Pawnbroker -1 

Pawnbroker - > 


16 June - 1837 


. 


David Todd 


Newry 


Merchant - -J 





There are not any Bonds lodged in the Treasurer's Office from Appraisers, Valuators or Auctioneers, 
pursuant to the 31st section of the 26th Geo. 3, c. 43. 

3 February 1838. J. G. Waddell , Treasurer of County Down. 
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Returns from Treasurers of Counties — continued. 



COUNTY OF DUBLIN. 



Sir, Office, 4, North Frederick-street, 30 January 1838. 

In reply to your letter of the 29th instant, transmitting to me (by the command of the Lord 
Lieuteuant) a copy of an Order of the House of Commons, dated 22d instant, signifying his 
Excellency’s desire that I should forthwith furnish you with Returns in duplicate of the Names 
and Residences of all Pawnbrokers who have lodged Bonds in my office, with the Names, Resi- 
dences and Occupations of the Sureties named in such Bonds, with the Dates of such Bonds, 
pursuant to the Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland in the 26th Geo. 3, c.43, s. 14; and of 
the Names and Residences of all Appraisers, Valuators or Auctioneers who have lodged Bonds 
in my office, stating the Names, Residences and Occupations of their Sureties, and the Date of 
Bonds, pursuant to the 31st section of said Act : 



I beg leave to state, that there have not been any such Bonds as above-mentioned lodged in my 
office. 



To T. Drummond, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 
Dublin Castle. 



I have, &c. 

Arthur Baker. 



COUNTY OF FERMANAGH. 



In answer to the Order of the House of Commons, of the 22d January 1838 , 1 have to state, 
that there have not been any Bonds lodged in my office by Pawnbrokers, Appraisers, Valuators or 
Auctioneers. 



Enniskillen, 
a February 1838. 



William Hassard, 

Treasurer, County Fermanagh. 



COUNTY OF GALWAY. 



of Pawnbrokers. 



Honora Shannon - 



John Mangan 



Peter Moclare - 



Michael Lyons & 
James Lyons. 



Edward Roe 



Residences 
of Pawnbrokers. 



Names, Residences and Occupations 
of Securities. 



Town of Gort, in the 
County of Galway * 



Of Tuam, in the 
County of Galway ' 



Of Ballinasloe, in the ! 
County of Galway 



Of Ballinasloe, in the 
County of Galway-* 



Of Ballinasloe, in the 
County of Galway 



ditto - 



James Burns, of Ennis, " 1 ^ 

County of Clare - f Gentleman 
Charles O’Connell, of' 

Ennis, County of Clare -, 

Thomas Hynes, of Ennis, 1 M , . 

„ County of Clare - ^Merchant 

- John Loughan, of Bohes-U 1 

more, Town of Galway J Innkee P er 
Thomas Gilmore, of Main-"] 
guard-street, Town of [Grocer - 

Galway -J 

Thomas Sweeney, ofCross-") c , , 

' street, Town of Galway / bll0 P kee P er 

- John Costello, of the Town! 

of Galway - - - J dltto 

William Walsh, of the") ,. 

Town of Galway - j a, f t0 
Michael Walsh, of the! ,. 

Town of Galway - j dltt0 " 

- John Lyons, of Anymore,) „ 

County of Galway . ^Farmer - 

John Costello, of Domi-| 
nick-street, Town of Ishopkeeper 
Galway . J 

John Tierney, of William- | 

' street, Town of Galway J dlt *° 

' Timothy Murray, of 1 

A_bbey-gBte-street,Town ^Merchant 
or Galway - - .1 

Patrick Hughes, ofQuayO ,. 
street, Town of Galway j dltto * 
William Kenny, of Balli-I 
nasloe, County of Gal- j Shopkeeper 



Dates of 
Bonds. 



6 Dec. 1833. 
6 Dec. 1833. 
6 Dec. 1833. 
16 Feb. 1835. 
16 Feb. 1835. 
16 Feb. 1835. 
15 Dec. 1835. 
15 Dec. 1835. 

15 Dec. 1835. 
28 Mar. 1835. 
28 Mar. 1835. 
28 Mar. 1835. 

16 Mar. 1836. 
16 Mar. 1836. 
16 Mar. 1836. 



There have not been any Bonds lodged for Appraisers, Valuators or Auctioneers in the 
Treasurer’s Office. 

John O'Hara , 

Treasurer, County Galway. 
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Returns from Treasurers of Counties — continued. 



COUNTY OF KERRY. 



Names and Residences 
of Pawnbrokers. 


Names and Residences and Occupations 
of Securities. 


Dates of 
Bonds. 




PAWNBROKERS. 




Alexander Tidmarsb, 
of Killarney. 


- - Francis Tidmarsh, of Ballymullen, near Tralee, 
gentleman ; Edward Hickson and John Hickson, both 
of Tralee, shopkeepers. 


18 October 1825. 


Arthur O’Leary, of 
Killarney. 


- - Thomas O’Leary, of Tralee, cloth-merchant ; 
Philip O’Leary, of Castle-island, ur. d. ; and Denis 
O’Leary, Ahadoe, near Killarney, farmer. 


23 May - 1831. 


William C. Hartnett, 
Listowell. 


- - MichnelM'Enerny, of Newcastle, county Limerick, 
silk-mercer; John Dowlin, of Newcastle, county 
Limerick, cloth-merchant; John R. l’hayer, of New- 
castle, county Limerick, apothecary. 


19 July - 1831. 




APPRAISERS, VALUATORS Or AUCTIONEERS. 






None. 

, 




2 February 1838. 


Peter Thompson, 

Treasurer, County Kerry. 




COUNTY OF KILDARE. 




Pawnbrokers. 


Sureties. 


Dates of 
Bonds. 


Christopher Baily, of 
Athy - 


- - Colclough Greene, of Athy, gen-1 
tleman ; William Kelly, of Athy, I T . 
gentleman ; Michael Wall, of Athy, f Jn ±,l0 ° eaca 
shopkeeper J 


5 April - 1831 


John Rooney, of Athy ^ 


- - Patrick Rooney, of Harristown, 
in the Queen’s County, farmer ; 

Michael Rooney, of Harristown, in | r c , 

the Queen’s County, farmer; Peter ln *•’ 100 each 
Rooney, of Harristown, in the Queen’s 
County, farmer - - - -j 


16 January 1835. 


Ephraim Farrell, of 1 
Nans - 


- - Anthony Willis, of Upper Ormond) 

Quay, Dublin, silversmith; John Kerr, 
of Summerhill Parade, Dublin, gen- 1 T „ 
tleman; John Dickinson, of South/ n ■ looeach 
Great George’s-street, Dublin, gold- 
beater ----- -J 


25 May - 1836. 


The above are the only Bonds of any description that have been lodged i 


in my Office. 


8 February 1838. 


Rob. Raooson, 

Treasurer, County Kildare. 



COUNTY OF KILKENNY. 



County Treasurer’s Office, Kilkenny, 

Sir, 15 February 1838. 

I duly received your letter dated the 29th ultimo, enclosing a copy of an Order of the House of 
Commons, requiring certain Returns to be furnished by me ; in reply, I beg to say that no Bonds or 
Securities of Pawnbrokers or Appraisers have been lodged with me since I came into office ; I beg 
also to state that I have no documents of my predecessors to enable me to furnish the Returns 
called for. 

I have, &c. 

T. Drummond, Esq. &c. &c. &c. Redmond Reade, Treasurer, 



0 . 88 . 
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Returns from Treasurers of Counties — continued. 



KING’S COUNTY. 



Names 

and Residences 



Margaret Denison,) 
Birr - - 

Michael Maddan, j 
Birr - - 

Edward Denison, J 
Birr 1 



William Pilkington 



John Murphy 
Edward Denison - 
Edward Harte 
William Maddan - 
John Cavanagh 
Martin Maddan - 
William Burke 
Patrick Davin 



Elias Malone, Birr 



Thomas Carroll, Ba- J 
nagher - -J 

Patrick Carroll, Birr| 

Laurence Mackey’ f 
Tullamore - 

Henry Jones, Eden-f 
derry - 

Patrick Carroll, Birr | 

Daniel Carroll, Tul- [ 
lamore - 

Edward M'Cann, j 
Tullamore - - j 



| Martin Molloy 
[ Peter Malone 

f Patrick Carroll 
j Thomas Lister 
[ Michael Maddan - 
f Thomas Carroll - 
Joseph Carroll 
[ Hugh Madden 
r Michael Cusick - 
Thomas Deehan - 
John Wilson 
John Walker 
James Clarke 
Thomas Hackett - 
Simon Treacy 
Stephen Woods * 
Denton Hemsworth 
Elias Malone 
Patrick Carroll 
L Michael Madden - 
Eyre Dunne 
Laverock Dunne - 

. Michael Egan 
Dennis Egan 
I William R.ourke - 
Denton Hemsworth 



19 February 1838. 



Residences 
of Securities. 


Occupations 
of Securities. 


Clymore, County 


Esquire -1 


Galway. 




Clymore, County 
Galway. 


Gentleman - k 




Tyrrellspass, County 


Gentleman -j 


Westmeath. 




Birr - 


Shopkeeper 


Birr - 


Shopkeeper - l 


Birr - 


1 anner -J, 


Birr - 


Shopkeeper -1 


Birr - 


Woolcomber j. 


Boolinarig - 


Farmer -J 


Birr ... 


Gentleman -j 


Whiteford - 


Gentleman - 1 


1 Birr - 


Appraiser -J 


Banagher 


Pawnbroker -1 


Birr - 


Shopkeeper - 1 


Clennough, Tippe- 


Farmer -J 


vary. 




Birr ... 


Shopkeeper -] 


Birr - 


Gentleman - 1 


Birr - 


Pawnbroker -J 


Banagher 


Pawnbroker -1 


Roscrea 


Wool-manuf r l 


Bin- - 


W oolcomber J 


Killourney - 


Farmer 


Banagher 

Gernal 


Shopkeeper -s 


Tullamore - 




Gallen 




Ballydaly 


Farmer -J 


Birr - 


Gentleman -1 


Birr - 


Grocer . t 


Birr - 


Appraiser - 1 


Birr - 


Pawnbroker -] 


Birr - 


Pawnbroker - 1 l 


Birr - 




I ullamore - 




1 ullamore - 




Tullamore - 


dicine. | • 

Shopkeeper -J 




Gentleman -] 


Birr - 


Shopkeeper - S • 




Appraiser -J 



“ j 2 7 July 1830. 



J ■ F. Armstrong, 
Treasurer, King’s County. 



Names 

and Residences 
of Appraisers. 



19 February 1838. 



Names 
of Securities. 


Residences 
of Securities. 


f Francis Whitfield - 
\ Thomas Stanley - 
[ William Whitesides 

f Edward Denison - 
s Samuel Cosgriff - 
[ Michael Madden - 


Curraghmore 

Gurteen 

Clymore, County 
Galway. 

Birr .... 
Birr - 
Birr - 



Occupations Dates of 
of Securities. Bonds. 



J 31 Jan. 1828. 



Shopkeeper 
Cabinet-maker V 



J. F. Armstrong, 
Treasurer, King’s County. 
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Returns from Treasurers of Counties— continued. 



COUNTY OF LEITRIM. 



Pawnbrokers, &c. 


\ 

Appraisers, Valuators or Auctioneers, &c. 


None. 


None. 




T. Nisbett, 




Treasurer, County Leitrim. 



COUNTY OF LIMERICK. 



No. 


Pawnbrokers’ 

Names. 


Residences. 


Dates 

of 

Bonds. 


Amount 

of 

Bonds. 


Securities’ 1 
Names. 


Residences. 


\ 

Occupations. 


■ 


Patrick Nevill - 


Newcastle 


1S34: 
Feb. 20 


£ ' r 

300 < 


John Sweeny - 
Hodge Sweeny - 
William Cronin - 


Newcastle 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 


Cloth-merchant. 

Grocer. 

Gentleman. 


2 


John Gearen 


Kilfinnan 


Sept. 15 


300 | 


William Oliver - 
Edward Spaight 
Richard Earngy 


Spa Hill 
Limerick 
Stagdale 


Esquire. 
Shopkeeper. . 
Esquire. 


3 


John Latchford 
& Co. 


Rathkeal 


Nov. 4 


300 |i 


Geo. M. Goggin 
John Bunton 
Geo. R. Crow - 


Shannon View. 1 
Limerick. 

- ditto. 




4 


Patrick O’Donell 


Askcaton 


1835: 
Oct. 6 


300 | 


Thomas Darohar 
James Nester - 
Michael Nash - 


Court Brom. 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 


Farmer. 
- ditto. 


5 


Mary Deering - 


Cahircarlicli - 


1836: 
Jan. 4 


; 300 | 


John Bourke 
John Scott 
Mich. J. Cleary 


Limerick 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 


Confectioner. 
Spirit Retailer. 
Apothecary. 


6 


Ann London 


Bruff - 


June 9 


300 1 


Micli.M‘Cormack 
Jeremiah Mahuy 1 
John Macqueen 


- ditto. 

Bruff 

Lemonfield - 


Shopkeeper. 
- ditto. 


7 


Bridget Gill 


Rathkeal 


August 3 


300 j 


John Crilly 
John Bunton 
Wiliiam Roche - 


Limerick 
- ditto - - ! 

Rathkeal 


Ship-chandler. 

Pawnbroker. 

Shopkeeper, 


8 


Grace Smith 


Adare - 


1837: 
April 29 


300 | 


John Myles 
Thomas Parker - 
Mich. M'Coy - 


Limerick 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 


Corn-merchant. 

Wool-dealer. 

Grocer. 


9 


John Ferguson 
& Co. 


Tipperary 


July 6 


300 1 


John Unthank - 
George Ferguson 
John Costelloe - 


- ditto - 
Rathkeal 

- ditto - 


Woollendraper. 

Linendraper. 

Woollendraper. 


10 


Mary Nevill 


Newcastle 


1838: 
Jan. 13 


300 | 


John Dowling - 
Hodge Sweeny - 
John Sweeny - 


Newcastle 

- ditto - 

- ditto - 


Solicitor. 
Shopkeeper. 
- ditto. 



Auctioneers and Appraisers No Bonds lodged by those persons. 

Poole Gabbett, 

Treasurer, County Limerick. 



COUNTY OF LONDONDERRY. 



No Bonds have been lodged by any Pawnbroker in the office of the Treasurer of City and County of 
Londonderry ; nor has any Appraiser, Valuator or Auctioneer lodged any Bond in his office up to present 
period. 



Dated this 2d February 1838. 
0.88. 



Hugh Lyle, 

Treasurer in the City and County of Londonderry. 
A A 2 
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Returns from Treasurers of Counties — continued. 



COUNTY OF LONGFORD. 



Pawnbroker : 

James Moore, Granard, Shopkeeper; Bond dated 3d May 1836, for 



£• s. d. 
276 18 5 



Securities : 

Francis West, - Bailiboro, - County Cavan, Shopkeeper, 3d May 1836 - - 92 6 

Joshua Wanhob, Drumecarro, County Cavan, Farmer, - ditto - - - 92 6 

Edward lVIoore, Monaghanoon, County Cavan, Farmer, - 2d May 1836 - - 92 6 

No Bonds have been lodged for Auctioneers, & c. &c. 

2 February 1838. John Robinson , Treasurer. 



COUNTY OF LOUTH. 



— None. — 

Dundalk, uu February 1836. Slraton, Treasurer, 

County Louth. 



COUNTY OF MAYO. 



T ir ’ , . , , „ Orallinark, 5 April 1838. 

1 HAVE had the honour of receiving- your letter of vesterdav's rlntP • nr>,l 1 u . 
observe .hat, from ,l,e United Service dub" in Dublin', I did'r^ly to yo“ ^ 

9ini J T h Uaiy ’ Stat ‘ n s, th f 1 was , not . aware of an y Pawnbrokers in the county of Mayo- and 
being any ^ ** reC ° rdS m m * char * e ’ and ** any noticed ft’ £* 



T. Drummond, Esq. 
Castle, Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

A. C. Lambert, 

Treasurer of Mayo. 



COUNTY OF MEATH. 





Names of Sureties. 




— 


V 


Pawnbroker. 


Residences. 


Occupations. 


Dates of Bonds. 


Philip Finegan - 


Bernard Finegan - 
Laurence Finegan j 
Richard Archbold - 


Navan, County Meath 
Town of Drogheda 
Town of Drogheda 
Capel-street, City j 
Dublin. 


Gentleman 

Gentleman 

Gentleman 

Attorney-at-law 


7th April 1834. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 



Examined by 

JV. O'Reilly, Treasurer. 



COUNTY OF MONAGHAN. 



Names and Residences 
of Pawnbrokers 
who have lodged Bonds 
in this Office. 


Names, Residences and Occupations 
of the 

Securities named in such Bonds. 


Dates 

of 

such Bonds. 


Observations. 


Patrick Farrell, of the 
town of Castle- 
blayney, Pawn- 
broker. 

J ohn Eager, of Clones, 
in the county of 
Monaghan, Pawn- 
broker. 


- - John McClelland, of Gregg, County ' 
Monaghan, Farmer ; James Molloy, 
of Savagh, said county, Farmer ; and 
Michael Farrell, of Cloghan, in said 
county, Farmer. 

- - Henry Jebb, of the town of Mo- 
naghan, Innkeeper; Andrew Good- 
en ’ 0 { same ’ Gectl eman; and James 
M'Eudoo, of same, Innkeeper. 


17 May 1836 
20 Sept. 1837. 


- - There has not 
been any Bondlodged 
in this office by any 
Appraiser, Valuator 
or Auctioneer. 



Treasurer’s Office, County Monaghan, “ A ' I 

1 February 1838. J,t0 ‘ Montgomery, Treasurer. 
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Returns from Treasurers of Counties — continued . 



QUEEN'S COUNTY. 



Names 

of Pawnbrokers, 
with Dates of their 
Bonds. 


Residences. 


Names of their Sureties and their 
Occupations. 


Dates 
of Sureties’ 
Bonds. 






t Patrick Dunne, of Mountmelick, Cotton- 
manufacturer. 


14 Aug. 1829. 


Benjamin Baker, 
August 14 - 1829. 


Mountmelick 


I Thomas Lane, of Mountmelick, High 
1 Constable. 

William Corcoran, of Ballincollinbeg, 
[ Farmer and Mason. 

; John Broomfield, ofMountmelick, Gent. 


14 Aug. 1829. 
30 Oct. 1832. 
10 Oct. 1833. 


James Fitzgerald, 


Mountmelick - 


(Henry Gilbourne, ofBallylusk, Farmer. 


1 Oct. 1833. 


October 30 - 1832. 


| Ihoinas Cleary, ofMountmelick, Coach 
l Agent. 

f Robert Metcalf, of Mountmelick, Slater 
) and Plasterer. 


1 Oct. 1833. 
| 17 Oct. 1832. 


William Baker, 
October 17 - 1832. 


Mountmelick - 


J Richard Dempsey, of Mountmelick, Cot- 
1 ton-manufacturer. 

George Morton, of Mountmelick, Shop- 
l keeper. 

f Richard Baily, ofMountmelick, saddler. 
1 Thomas Moyles, of Carron, Farmer. 
[George Moyles, of Carron, Farmer, 
f Charles Pim, of Mountrath, Gentleman. 


17 Oct. 1832. 
17 Oct. 1832. 


Hugh Baily, 


Maryborough - 


20 Feb. 1835. 


February 20 - 1835. 




20 Feb. 1835. 


William Treacy, jun. 


Mountrath 


| JamesDempsy, of Mountrath, Shopkeeper. 
[John Cunningham, of Derrough, Esq. 


8 June 1 829. 


June 8 - 1829. 




8 June 3829. 


Appraiser and 
Auctioneer. 




[Stephen Corcoran, of Mountmelick, 
I Shopkeeper. 


17 Dec. 3834. 


James Morrm, 
December 17, 1834 


Mountmelick - 


•! John Delany, of Mountmelick, Shop- 
keeper. 

[William Corcoran, of Strahard, Builder. 


17 Dec. 3834. 
37 Dec. 3834. 


N. B . — All the above residences are in the Queen’s County. 




30 January 1838. 




W m Ketnmis, Treasurer, Queen’s County. 



COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON. 



Pawnbroker. 

Maria Murphy, of Boyle, in the Parish of Boyle, in the County of Roscommon, Spinster : — Bond 
dated 13 July 1835. , 

Sureties. 

Anne Murphy, of Boyle, in the Parish of Boyle, in the County of Roscommon, Spinster : — Bond 
dated 13 July 1835. 

Matthew Hart, of Boyle, in the Parish of Boyle, in the County of Roscommon, Householder : 

Bond dated 13 July 1835. 

Arthur Trend, Treasurer, County Roscommon. 



Pawnbroker. 

Matthew Hart, of Boyle, in the Parish of Boyle, and County of Roscommon, Householder • — 
Bond dated 13 July 1835. 

Sureties. 

James M‘Dermotroe, of Cartron, in the Parish of Ardcarna, 

County of Roscommon. 

Anne Murphy, of Boyle, in the Parish of Boyle, County of 
Roscommon, Spinster. 

Maria Murphy, of Boyle, in the Parish of Boyle, County of 
Roscommon, Spinster. 

Arthur Trend, Treasurer, County Roscommon. 



COUNTY OF SLIGO. 



— None — 

3 February 1838. Geo. Dodwell, Treasurer of the County of Sligo. 



0.88. A A 3 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



Returns from Treasurers of Counties — continued. 



COUNTY OF TIPPERARY. 



Pawnbrokers’ 

Names 

and Residences. 



Occupations. Residences. Bonds. 



Henry Harding, of William Allen 
Carrick-on-Suir. John Butler - 

Edward Slattery 



Auctioneer 
Leather-cutter ■ 
Publican - 



William Harding, of Robert Harding - Statuary - 
Nenagh. Martin Ryan - Gentleman 

Richard Savage - Gentleman 
William Henebry, of George Fitzpatrick Farmer 
Nenagh. Alexander Chalmers Gentleman 

John Cunningham Farmer 
William Consedine, James Consedine - Gentleman 
jun., of Nenagh. Andrew Murphy - Shopkeeper 
William Consedine, Farmer - 
sen. 

Patrick Carroll, of Michael Madden - Pawnbroker 
Cashel. Thomas Carroll - Pawnbroker 

Peter Malone - Farmer 



Joseph Carroll, of i 
Roscrea. 1 



Michael Hickey, of 
Nenagh. 



Denis Fitzgerald, of 
Carrick-on-Suir. 



Matthew Shanahan, 
of Carrick-on-Suir. 



James Spring, of 
Burrisakane. 



Patrick Magrath, of 
Nenagh. 



James Phelan, of 
Roscrea. 



John O’Brien, of 
Templemore. 

Hugh Bird, of 
Thurles. 



Margaret Ardagh, of 
Thurles. 



John Abbott, of 
Roscrea. 



Michael Madden - 
Elias Malone 
| Patrick Carroll 
Michael Shaw 
Patrick Hickey - 
Thomas Healy 
John Hayden 
John Hearn - 
William Allen 
John Shanahan 
Michael Butler - I 
Thomas M‘ Keogh I 
James Spring, sen. ; 
David Miller 
Henry Durban 
Thomas Dawson - 
Matthew Conlan - 
Daniel Magrath - 

Thomas Mockham 
John Hart - 
Michael Treacy - 
John H. Harding - 
Thomas H. Harding 
Charles F. Harding 
Thomas Prender- 
gast. 

George Grace 
Samuel Smyth 
Arthur Mathews - 
Andrew Ardagh - 
Edward Ardagh - 
John Broderick 
Michael Marnall - 
Thomas Splint 



Carrick - 
Clonmel - 
Clonmel - 
Nenagh - 
Garry more 
Nenagh - 
Nenagh - 
Richmond 
Tyrone - 
Nenagh - 
Nenagh - 
Nenagh - 



Pawnbroker 

Pawnbroker 

Pawnbroker 

Miller 

Shopkeeper 

Farmer - 

Dealer 

Publican - 

Auctioneer 

Pawnbroker 

Teacher - 

Pawnbroker 

Clerk 

Distiller - 
Gentleman 
Esquire - 
Pawnbroker 
Hardware mer- 
chant. 
Shopkeeper 
Shopkeeper 
Shopkeeper 
Esquire - 
Esquire - 
Esquire - 
Shopkeeper - j 

Shopkeeper 

Shopkeeper 

Bootmaker 

Bridewell-keeper 

Shopkeeper 

Shopkeeper 

Gentleman 

Farmer 



-j 4 April 1830. 



Cloghjordan 
Cloghjordan 
Cloghjordan 
Limerick - 
Limerick - 
Tipperary 

Roscrea - 
Roscrea - 
Roscrea - 
Summerhill 
Summerhill 
Summerhill 



Thurles - 
Thurles - 
Thurles - 

Roscrea - 
Roscrea - 
Roscrea - 



-( 12 Aug. 1837. 



-M 26 Aug. 1837. 



Thomas Molloy, of William Heenan - Mason 
Roscrea. Thomas Hendy - Farmer 



There was not any Bond lodged in the County Treasure* Office prior to those dated in .807. 



January 31, 1838. 



Ambrose Lane , 

County Treasurer of Tipperary. 
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Returns from Treasurers of Counties— continued. 



COUNTY OF TYRONE. 



Names. 


Residences. 


Occupations. 


Names of Sureties. 


Residences of 
Securities. 


J Occupations. I 


Dates of 
Bonds. 


George Spencer 

Samuel Hetli- 
rington. 


Moy, County 
of Tyrone. 

Aughnacloy, 
of Tyrone. 


Shopkeeper | 
Farmer 


William Orr 

Joseph Orr - 

Robert Williamson 

Henry Hethrington 

John Corbitt 
John M'Kenna 


Ballymagerny, 
County of Armagh. 
Cranagill, County 
of Armagh. 
Tullymore, County 
of Armagh. 
Aughnacloy - 

Glencrew 

Moy, County of 
Monaghan. 


Gentleman - 
ditto - 
ditto - 

Innkeeper and 
Baker. 

Farmer - 
ditto - 


31 May 1836. 
ditto, 
ditto. 

22 Sept. 183G. 

ditto. 

ditto. 




Appraisers, 


, Valuators or Auctioneers - 


- 


None. 





January 31, 1838. A . q. Stuart, Treasurer, County of Tyrone. 



COUNTY OF WATERFORD. 



Dates. 


Names. 


Residences. 


Sureties. 


Residences. 


Occupations. 


14 March 18x8 


Patrick Ronayne - 


r 


Robert Power 




Esquire. 

Esquire. 

Esquire. 


Dungarvan -< 

[ 


Tobias Fitzpatrick 
Dominick Ronayne 
Joseph O’Neill 


Ballymacarbara 
Ringville 
Dungarvan - 


7 April 1818 


Ellen O’Neill 


Dungarvan 

Dungarvan -|| 
f 


Patrick O’Brien - 
Edmond Walsh - 
Andrew Roche 


Dungarvan - 
Dungarvan - 


Carpenter. 

Shopkeeper. 


4 March 1824 


Joseph O’Neill 


Mrs. Ellen O'Neill 
Mr. W. Carherry - 
Cornelius Broderick 


Dungarvan - 
Dungarvan - 
Youghal 


Widow. 

Gentleman. 

Shopkeeper. 

Cooper. 

Brogue-maker. 

Gentleman. 


25 May - 1825 


Cornelius Coleman 


Tallow - -j 

[ 


John Taylor 
James Coffey 
George Banes Heas- 


Youghal 

Youghal 

Youghal 


15 April 1828 


Janies Gillispie 


Tallow - 

f 


ly, Esq. 

Nicholas Greene - 
John Barrett 
Patrick Hynes 


Youghal 

Youghal - . 1 


J unior. 
Auctioneer. 


31 March 182 g 


Edward Patterson 


Dungarvan -j 

f 


Richard Phealan - 
M. I. Phealan 
James Sweeney - 


City of Waterford 
City of Waterford 
Dungarvan - 


Shopkeeper. 

Merchant. 


3 Feb. - 1830 


Catherine Walsh - 


Dungarvan -J 

f 


Laurence Conolly 
William Lee 
Timothy O'Brien - 


Dungarvan - 
Dungarvan - 
Dungarvan - 


Shopkeeper. 

Shopkeeper. 


17 Oct. - 1832 1 


John Slattery 


Lismore - - 1 

Tallow - -j 


John Currecn 
John Atkins 
William Long 


Dungarvan - 
Dungarvan - 


Gentleman. 

Gentleman. 


18 April J833 


Patrick Higgins - 


Matthew Blackbun 


Tallow 




* 




l 

f 


John Long - 
William Long 


Tallow 

Tallow 


Gentleman. 


4 Nov. - 1 830 


Patrick Higgins - 


Cappoguin 


James Delany 
John Long - 


Tallow 

Tallow 


Shopkeeper. 

Apothecary. 



No Appraisers, Valuators or Auctioneers have lodged Bonds with me. 



Edw. Roberts, Treasurer. 



COUNTY OF WESTMEATH. 



Pawnbroker. I 


Residence. 


Securities. 


Residences and Occupations. 


Dates of Bonds. 


Joseph Finegan, of 


^Mullingar 


Mr. Hugh Dickson 


Clonmelon, Coroner of the County - 


12 Nov. 1835 


County of the Town 
of Drogheda. 


Mr. Bernard Finegan 
Mr. Lr. Finegan - 


Drogheda, Pawnbroker - 
Drogheda, Merchant ... 


25 Nov. 1835 
25 Nov. 1835 



Cutlibcrt Fethcrston, H. } Treasurer of the County of Westmeath. 
A A 4 
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Returns from Treasurers of Counties — continued. 



COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 


Names and Residences of 1 
Pawnbrokers. 


Names and Occupations of Securities. 


Dates of Bonds. 


Catherine Quinn, Town of] 
Wexford - - - 

Nicholas Tennant, Town off 
Wexford - - 

John Waddick, Town off 

Wexford - - -j 


James Waddick - - - Hatter ----- 

George Furlong - - - Woollen-draper - - - - 

Richard Sinnott - Grocer - 

John Waddick - - - Hatter ----- 

James Auglin - Printer 

John Devereux - - - Baker ----- 

Richard Gainfort - - Sadler - 

John Mulroney - Boot and Shoe-maker - - - 

Richard Sinnott - Grocer - 

Michael Walsh ... Shopkeeper - 


14 Dec. 1831. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

12 Dec. 1832. 

29 October 183a. 

• ditto. 

* ditto 

13 June 1835. 

12 June 1835. 

- ditto. 



All of the Securities above mentioned are of the Town of Wexford. 

There have been no Bonus lodged in my office, either by Appraisers, Valuators or Auctioneers, 
j February 1838. John Earocy, Treasurer of the County Wexford. 



COUNTY OF WICKLOW. 



Seapark, 2d February 1838. 

Sir ’/Tj BEG ! eave t0 ” lforra y° u > that on making search in my office, as Treasurer of the County of Wicklow I 
cannot find out that any Pawnbrokers, Appraisers, Valuators or Auctioneers have lodged Bonds to enable me to make 
out the Return as directed by Order of the House of Commons, bearing date the 22d ultimo. 

I have, &c., 

John Revill, Treasurer of the County Wicklow. 



RETURNS from Town Clerks of Cities and Towns. 



A 5r r ? RN f-? 6 Name ? a n <| 1 Residencesof all Pawnbrokers who have lodged Bonds in the Offices of Town Clerks 
.. n! e ^ n r 'j' t 1 Names, Residences and Occupations of the Sureties named in such Bonds, and 

Rove i ° n s . ; a n^ 0 ^ Names and Residences of all Appraisers, Valuators or Auctioneers, who 

of Bondi? pursuant to “ Geo “ “ N "” eS ’ Eeside ” es aud of their Sureties, and the Date 



COUNTY OF THE TOWN OF CARRICKFERGUS. 



Pawnbrokers and their Sureties. 



Names and Residences 
of 

Pawnbrokers. 


Dates of 
Pawnbrokers’ 
Bonds. 


Names, Residences and Occupations 
of Sureties. 


Dates of Bonds 
of 

Sureties. 


Observations. 


William Drummond, of"i 


| 


John Lock, of Ballyvalaugh, Parish 
of Raloo, and County of Antrim, 


20 Nov. 1818 




the Town andCounty | 


20 Nov. 1818 I 


Samuel Drummond, of Toreagh, 


William Drummond, 


rickfergus, gentleman J 


| 


Parish of Raloo, County Antrim, 
farmer ----- 
William Moore, of Parish of Raloo" 
County Antrim, farmer 


20N0V. 1818 


Pawnbroker, dead. 


William Henderon, of] 
Governor’s-place, ini 
the Town and County 1 
of the Town of Car -1 
rickfergus, gentle- 
man - - . Jl 

Hugh Stewart, ofChes-"] j 
ton-street, in the 


1824 - - -J 

f 


Robert Henderon, of the Town of 
Carrickfergus, cotton-spinner 
Samuel Nelson, of the Town of Car- 
rickfergus, woollen-draper - 
William Cunan, of Carrickfergus, in 
the County of the Town of Car- 
rickfergus, land-surveyor - 
Felix Stewart, of the Town of Car- 
rickfergus, spirit-dealer 


1824 

1824 

1824 

30 Jan. 1830 




Town and County of if 
the Town of Carrick - 1 


1829 . . 


William Johnston, of the Middle 


Hugh Stewart, Pawn- 
broker, dead. 


Division of Carrickfergus, farmer 




icrgus, gentleman -J 1 


( 


Ihomas Armstrong, of the Town of 
Carrickfergus, grocer 


30 Jan. 1830 , 
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Return from Town Clerks of Cities and Towns : _Cou»tt of the Town of CAnRicREERous-soshW. 



Names and Residences 
of 

Pawnbrokers. 



Dates of 
Pawnbrokers’ 
Bonds. 



Names, Residences and Occupations 
of Sureties. 



Eliza Reid, otherwise 1 
Fulton, of Carrick- 
fergus, in the County > 
of the Town of Car- 
rickfergus, Widow - 



Thomas Johnston, of] 
the West Division, 
in the County of the ! 
Town of Carrickfer- 1 1 
gus, Farmer - - J 



15 Sept. 1834, 



20 Sept. 1834 1 



- - John Moore, of Carrickfergus, in 
the County of the Town of Carrick- 
fergus, Merchant. 

- - Janies Picken, of Carrickfergus, 
in the County of the Town of Car- 
rickfergus, Grocer. 

- - William Poague, of Carrickfergus, 
in the County of the Town of Car- 
rickfergus, Mariner. 

- - James Stannus, sen., of Carrick- 
fergus, in the County of the Town 
of Carrickfergus, Mariner. 

- - William Larmour, of Carrickfer- 
gus, in the County of the Town of 
Carrickfergus, Gentleman. 

--James Stannus, jun. of Carrick- 
fergus, in the County of the Town 
of Carrickfergus, Architect. 

- - Samuel Hill, of the Town of Car- 
rickfergus, Carpenter. 

- - William Drummond, of Cheston- 
street, Town of Carrickfergus, Pawn- 
broker. 

- - John Eccleston, of the Town of 
Carrickfergus, Chandler. 



Dates of Bonds 
of 

Sureties. 



15 Sept. 1834 
15 Sept. 1834 
15 Sept. 1834 
20 Sept. 1834 
20 Sept. 1834 

1834 

1 Dec. 1821 
182- 



- - These bonds appear 
as sureties for William 
Reid, of Carrickfergus, 
a Pawnbroker ; but the 
bond of said William 
Reid is not in the office 
of the Town Clerk. 
The said William Reid 



Appraisers, Valuators and Auctioneers, and their Sureties ... None. 

Note . — The foregoing Return is made from the Documents which came to my hands from the office of 
Aclam Cunningham, Gentleman, deceased, late Town Clerk. 

Dated this 26 February 1838. David Legg, 

Town Clerk of Carrickfergus. 



CITY OF CORK. 




Pawnbrokers: 



Bennett, Jane, Bruns- 
wick-street, Widow 

Bible, Henry, Pope’s- ) 
quay, Gentleman - 1 | 
Connell, Christopher ' 
Aldworth, Globe- 
lane, Gentleman ■ 
Crone, John, Mallow- 
lane, Gentleman ■ 

Cocker, Thomas, City / 
of Cork, Gentleman " 
Chillingworth, Richard 
Davis, City of Cork,', 1 
Gentleman - - (I 

Curtin, Mary and Ho-| 
nora, Mallow-lane,] 
Spinsters - - [ 

Casey, Michael, Mal-J 
. low-lane, Gentleman) J 

Chillingworth, William 
Boyle, St. Finn-barrs J 
Gentleman 



0.88, 



Harman Ellis, Princes-street, Confectioner 
John Weir, Goulnaspurra, Tobacconist 
Francis Lamb, Depot, Gentleman - 
William Harding, City of Cork, Pawnbroker 
Charles Sheppard - ditto - Leather-seller - 
Charles Wilson - - ditto - Pawnbroker 
Minton Connell, Castle-street, Shop-keeper 
John Connell, Francis-street, Gentleman - 
Thomas Hardum, North Main-street, Hatter 
John Cleary, Barrack-street, Gentleman 
Thomas Higgins, Mallow lane ditto 
Cornelius Sullivan - ditto - Pawnbroker 
Richard Parks, City of Cork, Gentleman - 
John Bennett - ditto - Merchant 
Humphry Haynes, ditto - Apothecary - 
John Baley Harnett, Marlborough -street, Coach-factor 
William Hunter, Nicholas-street, Gentleman 
Thomas Murray, Old Market-place ditto 
Timothy Curtin, Cork-street, Doctor of Medicine 
Bryan Egan, Church-street, Vintner - 
Thomas lteidy, Upper Glanmire-road, Gentleman 
Edmond Kennedy, Blarney-lane, Master-baker - 
Richard Carey, Shandon-street, Spirit-dealer 
Thomas Cave, Brown-street, Hatter - 
Thomas Murray, Old Market-place, Gentleman - 

- - Henry Davis Chillingworth, Old Gaol road, Cabinet- 

maker. 

- - David Thomas Hare, St. Finn-barrs, Doctor of 
Medicine, 






22 June 1831. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

ig Nov. 1832. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

21 June 1822. 

- ditto. 

21 Sept. 1837. 
29 Sept. 1825. 

- ditto. 

22 Sept. 1837. 
29 Oct. 1825. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

31 July 1828. 
9 June 1831. 
ig Sept. 1837. 
13 Dec. 1830. 
20 Sept. 1837. 

- ditto. 

16 Sept. 1837. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

19 Sept. 1837. 

- ditto. 

• ditto. 



(continued.) 
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P AWN BROKERS — COlltin US(l, 



Davidson, Clear, 
Tuckey-street, Shoe- 
maker - 

Devett, John, Paul- < 
street, Gentlemnn _ 

Donovan, Teresa, 
Blarney-lane, Widow j 

Divett, George & Ste- 
phen, City of Cork,- 
Gentlemen 

Field, Margaret, Blar- 
ney-lane, Spinster - j 

Gillespie, James, Caro- 
line-street, Gentle--] 
man - - - 1 

Hosford, Mary, Citj'J 
of Cork, Spinster - 

Helen, Joseph, Cross- [ 
street, Gentleman - | 

I larding, William, City] 
of Cork, Cutler 

Hare, Eliza, Saint Finn} | 
Barrs, Widow -1 

Hegarty, Daniel, f 
Brown-street, Gen- •' 
tleman - . | 

Hicks, William, Sun-( 
day’s Well, Gentle-j 

Hunter, William, Lei- 1 
trim-street, Gentle-j 

Hewitt, John, Dou-( 
glas-street, Gentle-] 
man . . .1 

Howard, Anne, Blar-. 
ney-lane, Spinster -jj 

Jameson, Frances, 
Mallow-lane, Widow| 

Keily, Cecilia, Dou- [ 
glas-street, Widow 



Long, Rowland & Wil- f 
liam,' City of CorkJ | 
Chandlers 

Long, William, Shan-fl 
don-street, Chandler M 

Lynch, John, Barrack - 
street. Gentleman 

Mahony, Eugene, 
Robert-street, Gen-; 

' tleman - 

M‘ Car thy, John, City} 
of Cork, Gentleman 4 



John Davidson, Tuckey-street, Shoemaker 

Ward M ‘Donald, Batchelor’s Quay, Gentleman - 

James Craig, Blackpool, Cork - 

Edmond Slattery, Mallow-lane, Feather & Skin Buyer 

James Hynes, Patrick-street, Fruiterer - 

John Russell, Cork-street, Master Tailor - 

Thomas Lego, George’s-street, Gentleman ... 

John O’Regun, Patrick’s Quay, ditto - 

Arthur Hackett, Duncan-street, Spirit-merchant 

Thomas Cunningham, Market-street, Publican - 

Edward Fitzgerald, Market-street, Grocer 

James Murphy, Clarence street, Grocer ... 

William Field, Cattle-market Victualler - 

Stephen Field, Blarney-lane, Tanner ... 

John Ledwith, City of Cork, ditto - 

Charles Sheppard, Shandon-street, Gentleman - 

William Harding, North Main-street, ditto 

Charles Sheppard, jun. Shandon-street, Leather-seller - 

John Good, City* of Cork, House Carpenter 

William Bellingham Swan, Mary-street, Gentleman - 

John Haynes, George’s-streei - - - ditto - 

Emanuel Tremvith, North Main street, Linendraper - 

George Thornton - ditto - - Chandler 

William Hunter, Leitrim-street, Gentleman 

William Wilson, City of Cork - ditto ... 

Charles Sheppard, Shandon-street, Leather-seller - 1 

John Dixon, North Main-street, Brush & Bellows-makerj 

John Toomy, Great George’s-street, Ironmonger 

Robert Uren, Barrack-street, Chandler 

John M‘Auliffe, Merchant's Quay, Shipbroker - 

Miles M'Swiney, Clarence-street, Coal Factor - 

James Murphy - - ditto - Grocer - 

Timothy Tuvmey, Blarney-lane, Seedsman 

George Leaivs, North Main-street, Writing Clerk 

James Leairs - - ditto - - Flatter 

Charles James Hicks, City of Cork, Gentleman - I 

Robert M‘ Donald, Western Road - ditto 
Joseph Helen, Douglas-street, Pawnbroker 
David Hunter, Nile-street, Gentleman . ' . 
William Francis Power, Cotter’s Quay, Vintner - 
James Berry Adams, Clarence-street, Merchant 
Edmund William Ryan, Abbey-street, Builder - 
Luke Howard, Leitrim-street, Hide and Skin Inspector 
Edward Howard, Sunday’s Well, Gentleman . - 

William Howard, Marlborough-street, Cabinet-maker - 
Richard Long, North Main-street, Publican 
George Thornton - ditto - - Chandler - . 

Rowland Long, Mullow-lane - ditto - 
Wilham Flynn, George’s-street, Vintner - 

Patrick Haggm, Mullow-lane - ditto 

Felix Daly, Pembroke-street, Gentleman - . I 

Thomas Long, Shandon-street, Chandler - 

George Thornton, North Main-street, ditto - I 

Richard Long - . ditto - - p ub]icaa . . 

Sn^ S Tn n ^ Dra ^ bri 1 (ige ' street ’ Gentleman - 
o ° rth Main - Str eet, Chandler - 
Denham Franklin, South Mull, Attorney-at-law - . 

?n e bn S r^? h ^ La , nC . a - S , t , er Qua y> Woollendraper - - 

John Cahill, Myrtle-hill-terrace - ditto * 

Roger Cleary, Saint Finn Bam, Wine and Spirit Dealer 
James Cogan, Barrack-street, Chandler - 

Tn a m« k r K ° SerS, ^ 0Ulh bIain ‘ street > Woollendraper - 
James Cremen, George s-street, Gentleman ■- 

James M’Danie^Chv °f Cork - ditto . '. 

Edward Dounes - ditto - - ditto - 

William Rutnney - ditto - - dittq - 



13 Jan. - 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


1825. 


6 Mar. - 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


1834. 


lG Sept. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


1837 


19 Sept. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


1837. 


23 Jan. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


1828. 


23 Aug. 
- ditto. 


1831. 


ao Sept. 


>837- 


2 Nov. 


1805. 


21 Sept. 
- ditto. 


1837. 


10 Nov. 


1813. 


18 Sept. 
- ditto. 


1837. 


8 Sept. 


1819. 


18 Sept. 
- ditto. 


1837. 


9 June 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


1831. 


3 Sept. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


1833- 


13 Sept. 
- ditto. 


1833. 


16 Sept. 


1837. 


t July - 
- ditto. 


1834. 


19 Sept. 


1837- 


20 Nov. 
* ditto. 
- ditto. 


is a4 . 


19 Sept. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


1837- 


4 June 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


1831. 


1 Nov. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


1836. 


27 Jan. - 
- ditto. 


1829. 


4 June 


1831. 


2 May - 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 


183G. 


20 Sept. 
- ditto. 


I837- 


- ditto. 




18 June 
- ditto, 
ditto. 


1821. 


6 April 

- ; ditto. 

- ditto. 


1825. 
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Pa w nbrokeiis — continued. 



Meade, John, jun., 
Mallow-lane, Mas- 
ter Cooper 

Miller, Anne, Cove- 
street, Widow 

O'Donovan, John, City J 
of Cork, Pawnbroker n 

Ring, Joseph, City of 
Cork, Gentleman . 

Reardon, William, Cla-fl 
rence-street, Master^ I 
Tailor - 

Swan, William Belling- 
ham, City of Cork, ; i 
Gentleman - - M 

Sullivan, Cornelius, 
Mallow-lane, Master- 
Cooper 

Sheehan, Bernard, 
Doininick-street, •; 
Cooper - - i 

Sheppard, Charles, | 
Pope’s Quay, < 

Leather-seller - 1 

Scott, Edward, Pope^ 
Quay, Gentleman 

Sexton, John, George’s j 
street, Gentleman -jl 

Thornton, George, f| 
Citv of Cork, Chand - 1 
ler - - - L 

Trenwitli, Robert and f 
William, Clarence-<j 
street - 

Trenwith, William f| 
Henry, City ofCork,< 
Gentleman - - 1 | 

Wilson, William, Y ork 
street, Gentleman 

Walsh, Ellen, Barrack 
street, Widow 

Wilson, Sarah, Black-J 
pool, Widow - 

Appraisers, Valua- 
tors or Auctioneers. 

Evans, Roger Bernard, f 
Willow Hill, Gen-j 
tleman - - - [ 

Unacke, James, Great f 
George’s-street, -j 
Gentleman - - [ 



John Meade, sen.. Mallow-lane, Iron-merchant - 
Edward Fitzmaurice, Mannix’s-square, Publican 
Robert M‘ Donald, Western-road, Gentleman 
William McCarthy, Tuckey-street, Carver and Gilder - 
Samuel Miller, Cove-street, Glass-cutter - 
James Leairs, North Main-street, Hatter - 

Eugene M'Carthy, City of Cork, Shopkeeper - 
John Lyons - - - ditto - Merchant 
Denis Austen M'Carthy, ditto - Gentleman 
Patrick Dounes, Blackpool, Gentleman - 
Edward Ring, Castle-street, Shopkeeper - 
Thomas Ring, City of Cork, Gentleman . 

Michael Crofts, Fishamble-lane, Shoemaker 
Denis Denahy - ditto - - ditto ... 
Patrick O’Mullane, Fish market-lane, Vintner 
Bellingham Swan, Citj r of Cork, Gentlemau 
John Haynes, George’s-street - ditto - 
John Thornhill, Barrack-street - ditto - 
John M'Leod, George’s-street, Boot-maker 
Michael Sullivan, Patrick-street, Grocer - 
John Sullivan, Daunt’s-square, Linendraper 
Cornelius Sullivan, Mallow-lane, Cooper - 
George Toole, Dominick-street - ditto - 
John Daly, Fair-lane - - - - ditto - 

Minton Connell, South Main-street, Boot& Shoemaker 
■William Harding, Broad-lane, Pawnbroker 
John Graham Love, Paul-street, Gentleman 
John Lambert, Merchant’s Quay, Iron-merchant 
John Wright - - ditto - - Hotel keeper - 
William Lambert, Fish-street, Iron-merchant 
■William Marsh, South Mall, Auctioneer ... 
Jeremiah Cronin, Bridge-street, Vintner - 
Michael Sexton, George’s-street, ditto - 
Robert Stevens, Sunday’s Well-lane, Gentleman 
John Weir, Blarney lane. Tobacconist 
Rowland Long, Mallow-lane, Chandler - 
John Bailey Harnett, Marlborough-street, Coachmaker 
Michael Gould, South Main-street, Master Cooper 
Henry Chillingworth, Old Gaol-road, Cabinet-maker - 
Richard Wright Trenwith, City of Cork, Baker - 
Michael Gould - - - - ditto - Cooper 

Eugene Shine - - - - ditto - Merchant 

Charles Wilson, North Main-street, Gentleman - 
W'illiam Harding - ditto - - Cutler 
Mary Wilson, Blackpool, Widow .... 

James Morrissey, Barrack-street, Spirit-merchant 
James M'Auliffe, Blarney-lane, Publican - 
Christopher Downing, Barrack-street, Grocer 
Minton Connell, South Main-street, Shopkeeper 
Samuel Dixon, North Main-street, Grocer 
John Unkles, South Mall, Lithographic Printer - 



Thomas Baldwin, Oak-grove, County Cork, Gentleman 
Robert Henry Nettles, Blackrock, Cork - ditto 
John Baldwin, Summer Hill ----- ditto 
Jeremiah Sullivan, Barrack-street, Vintner 
Michael Gould, South Main-street, ditto - 
William Swan, Bishop-street, Gentleman - 



12 Nov.- 1834. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

19 Sept. 1837. 

- ditto. 

- ditto, 

12 Oct. - 1837. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

16 April 1814. 

- ditto. 



ditto. 

0 Sept. 
5 April 

ditto, 
ditto. 
8 May - 

1 Sept, 
ditto. 



1837- 

1836. 



1827. 

1837- 



29 Nov. 1828. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

14 Feb. - 1820. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

8 Dec. 1830. 

- ditto. 

19 Sept. 1837. 
16 Nov. 1833. 

- ditto. - 

- ditto, 
so Nov. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

18 June 1822. 

- ditto. 

4 June 1831. 

15 June 1831. 

19 Sept. 1837. 

- ditto. 

4 July 1836. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 



1837- 



21 Oct. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 
4 June 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 
19 Sept. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 



18:6. 



1831. 



1837- 



14 Dec. 1822 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

15 Oct. 1825. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 



Town Clerk’s Office, 14 February 1838. 
0 . 88 . B : 



Julius Cesar Bernard, 
Town Clerk. 
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Returns from Town Clerks of Cities and Towns — continued. 



CITY OF DUBLIN. 



Names 

and Residences. 


Names, Residences and Occupations of Sureties. 


Dates of 

Auctioneers’ Bonds. 


Dates of 
Sureties’ Bonds. 


Rndolphus Burke, City of Dublin, 
Auctioneer. 


- - Richard Keightley, of Merrion-row, City of Dublin, Stationer ; George 
Carroll, No. 13, King-street, City of Dublin, Attorney-at-law, and William 
Wildridge, of Jervis-street, City of Dublin, Attorney-at-law. 


4 July - 1822 


4 July - 1822. 


William Henry Finlay, of Jervis- 
6treet, City of Dublin, Sword- 
bearer of the Corporation of said 
City. 


- - Michael Edward Ham, of Parliament-street in said City, Gentleman ; 
Joseph William Evans, of Dorset-street, and Thomas Smullen, of Lucan, 
both in the County of Dublin, Gentlemen. 


- - Joint Bond of Principal and Sure 
ties, 10 March 1831. 


John Judkin Butler, of Upper 
Gardiner-street, in the County 
of Dublin, Marshal of the Cor- 


-- Henry Pcil, sen., of Talbot-street, Merchant; George Halahan, of 
Stephen’s-grecn, Apothecary, and Anthony Browne, of Rathmorris, Gen- 
tleman. 


- - Joint Bond of Principal and Sure- 
ties, 23 January 1834. 

1 


poration. 




1 





Austin $• Long, 

Town Clerks, City of Dublin. 



COUNTY OF THE TOWN OF DROGHEDA. 



James Hunter - 

Bryan M'Kenna 
Philip Finegan 
Joseph Montgomery ■ 

Bernard Finegan 
Alexander Carswell - 



Nicholas-street, 
City Dublin. 



Rock Hamilton 
near Newry. 



Maghemahely, 
[County Armagh. 



Securities’ Names. 



'John Wall 
Matthew Flanagan| 
Patrick Cara 



Richard Wildridgi 
William Hunter 



('Michael Farrell - 
Is Pat. Cunningham 
| l_John Plunkett - 
f George Kieran - 
Is Nicholas Lamb - 
L Bryan Finegan - 
Hill Irwin 

Richard Coulter 
, James Ladlie 
f Joseph Finegan - 
iJ Laurence Finegan 
^Philip Finegan - 
-Samuel Carswell 



Drogheda 

- ditto 

- ditto 



- - Stephcn-st., City 
Dublin. 

- - Francis-st., City 
Dublin. 

Essex-st , City Dublin) 
Drogheda 

- ditto 

- ditto 
Drogheda 

- ditto 

--Water-st., Town 
of Newry. 

Camoneen, Co.Down 
Town of Newry 
Drogheda 

- ditto 

- ditto 

- - Maghemahely, Co. 
Armagh. 

- ditto 

Derry beg, Co. Armagh 1 



Dates 
of Bonds. 



Ropemaker 
Linen Manufactur 
Merchant - 



Pawnbroker 
Shoemaker 
Merchant - 



Merchant - 
Publican - 
Tanner 



Bleacher - 
Pawnbroker 
Gentleman 

- ditto 

- ditto 
Farmer 



31 Dec. 1795 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 



1 Apr. : 
- ditto 



26 Aug. 1809 

- ditto 

- ditto 



- ditto. 

- ditto. 

16 Apr. 1831 

- ditto. 



f - - Pawnbroker, and his Snre- 
| tic3 John Hall, Matthew Fiana- 
I gan and Patrick Carney, are 
l dead many years. 

- - Instead of Patrick Carney, 
who became insolvent, who is 
also dead. 

C- - The Pawnbroker, James 
I Hunter, lias not carried on bu- 
siness in Drogheda these many 

f- - No business carried on by 
| this Pawnbroker for many 
I years, nnd his Sureties, Farrell 
[andCunningham, are both dead. 
This Pawnbroker is dead. 

This Security dead. 

n the 



- - This Pawnbroker has dis 
continued business, and does no 
reside in Drogheda. 



Drogheda, ~1 
1 February 1838.J 



There is not any Bond lodged by any Appraiser, Valuator or Auctioneer. 

Certified by 

TOWN OF GALWAY. 



Jos. Holmes, Town Clerk. 



of Pawnbrokers. 


Residences 
of Pawnbrokers. 


John Nevin 


Town of Galway 


Rickard Feeney 


Town of Galway 


John Byrne Cassidy - 


Town of Galway 


Patrick Duggan 


Town of Galway 


Edward Power 


Town of Galway 


James Higgins 


Town of Galway 



f“ J T r ° n *' of Mamguard-street, Town of Galway, Shopkeeper - 
I £“?•? Hu S h “> ? f Q ua y-»treet, Town of Galway, Shopkeeper - 
rn^fr meW .i KlUl T’^ f WiUia,c - street ' Tow " Galway, Shopkeeper 
J ar“i d 5^ nsl,hn \ of Sh0P-»treet, Town of Galway, Shopkeeper - 
I S^T n ? h Vtr iam - Street ’ Town 0f G «W, Shopkeeper 
r Wa H HOlland i < ’ f , Wmjam - s T eet . Town of Galway, Shopkeeper^ - 
r. Tames Hogan, 0 f Shop-street, Town of Galway, Merchant Taihw - 



I u . . Vi. ’ 01 ™ ary- street, Town of Galway, G 

rvt-’f 1 ?xrm y ’ 0f „ Qu i y - StrCe t' Town o{ Galway, Gentleman - - 



I NirhZcB I T0W ° 0f GaJwav ’ Gentlema 

1 nr E i k ; ofAbbeygate-street, Town of Galway, Gentleman . 
(John Grealy, of V ilham-street, Town of Galway, Gentleman - 
JpZ'v n £ ““7’ °r Abbeygate-street, To ™ of Galway, Gentleman - 
) LS ' ° f AM*ygate-strect, To ' vn of Gldwa y- Merchant Tailor 
I Jmnes M Sweeny, of Shop-street, Town of Galway, Apothecary . 
fThomas Hughes, of High-street, Town of Galway, Shopkeeper 
1 u C , b of Abbeygate-street, Town of Galway, Merchant 1 

Ocholaa Smyth, of Shop-street, Town of Galway, Gentleman 



it Tailor 



11 Jan. - 1837. 
ditto, 
ditto. 

17 Aug. 1836. 
ditto, 
ditto. 

9 June - 1837. 
ditto, 
ditto. 

11 Oct. - 1882. 

- ditto, 
ditto. 

14 May - 1836. 

. ditto, 
ditto. 

19 Jan. - 1836. 
ditto. 

. ditto. 
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Town op 


Galway : — Returns from Town Clerks of Cities and Towns — continued. 




Names 

of 

Pawnbrokers. 


Residences 

of 

Pawnbrokers. 


Names, Residences, and Occupations of Securities. 


Dates 
of Bonds. 


John Murray - 
Margaret Burke 
James Walsh - 

Auctioneers an 


Town of Galway 
Town of Galway 
Town of Galway 
d Appraisers : 


("William Coleman, of Lower Abbeygate-street, Town of Galway, Cabinet-maker - 
s Michael Noone, of the Town of Galway, Shopkeeper ------ 

(Timothy Murray, of Abbeygate-street, Town of Galway, Gentleman - 
f Nicholas Burge, of Shop-street, Town of Galway, Watchmaker .... 

S Redmond Commins, of William-street, Town of Galway, Shopkeeper - 

(James Coleman, of Lower Abbeygate-street, Town of Galway, Cabinet-maker 
j Timothy Murray, of Abbeygate, Town of Galway, Gentleman - 

s James Murray, of - ditto - - ditto - - ditto . ... . 

(Richard Murray, of Bridge-street, ditto - Shopkeeper - 


28 Aug. 1827. 
ditto, 
ditto. 

14 Dec. 1835. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

28 Nov. 1827. 
ditto, 
ditto. 


Michael Mannion 
David Burke - 
Thomas O’Connell - | 


/ Abbeygate-street, 
Town of Galway. 

Town of Galway - 

Town of Galway - 


J" John Connolly, of Shop-street, Town of Galway, Merchant - 

\ John Moore, of the Town of Galway, Gentleman - - - - - - - 1 

(_ William Coleman, of - ditto - - ditto - - - _ _ _ _ | 

f James M c Dermott, of the Town of Galway, Gentleman ------ 

■j Thomas Green, - of - - ditto - - Miller ...... 

(.Mich 1 Duggan - of - - ditto - - Gentleman - . 

j Patrick Duggan, of the Town of Galway, Shopkeeper ...... 

•j Michael Kilrey, of - - ditto - - Gentleman ...... 

(.John Kirwan, - of - - ditto - - Saddler ....... 


18 Aug. 1824. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

6 Fob. 1826. 

- ditto, 
ditto. 

31 July 1835. 
ditto. 

| - ditto. 



John M. O’Hara, 

Acting Town Cleric. 



CITY OF KILKENNY. 





Names .of Pawn- 
brokers who have 


Residences 




Residences 


Occupations 


Date 




N°. 


lodged Bonds in 


of 




of 


of 








the Town Clerk’s 
Office. 


Pawnbrokers. 


named in Bonds. 


Securities. 


Securities. 












f James Moore 


Capel-street, City 


Silver-plater - 


1807, Jan. 24 


r George Reade has long dis- 






[ Bond os late of 
\ Meath-street, in 
(the City of Dublin 




of Dublin. 








1 


George Reade 


( Jonathan Deverell - 


Meatli-street, City 


Merchant - - 


ditto - 


Pawnbroker, and has not re- 






(Francis Butler 


of Dublin. 
North Ann-street, 


Manufacturer - 


- ditto - 


1 sided for the last twenty years 

(in Kilkenny. 










City of Dublin. 






2 


John Campion - 


City Kilkenny - 


("John Kelly - - 
■: Robert Meighan - 
(William Codv - - 


City Kilkenny - 
- ditto - - - 


Merchant - - 


1814, Jan. 15 
- ditto - 


( John Campion is dead 






- ditto - - - 


Ropemaker 


- ditto 










[ Francis Comertord 
, Thomas Murphy - 






1814, Dec. 12 




3 


Anne Reynolds - 


- ditto - - - 


- ditto ... 






"1 These two Securities are 








(.Denis Sweetman - 


- ditto - - - 


Shoemaker 


- ditto 21 


J dead. 


4 I 


William Power - 


- ditto ... 


f Charles Shearman - 
' James Power - - 


- ditto ... 


Merchant - - 


1817, July 15 


1 William Power is dead 








(Robert Shcirclyff - 


Maddoxtown Mills, 


Gentleman 


- ditto 










Co. Kilkenny. 








John Porter, jun. 




' ("John Porter, sen. - 


City Kilkenny - 


Glover - - 


1822, July 29 


( John Porter, jun. is also 
(dead. 


















1 (Samuel Chaplin - 


- ditto - - - 


Cabinet Maker 


- ditto 








' ("Nicholas Shortall r 


- ditto - - - 


Blanket Menu- 1 


1824, Oct. 20 










r 










6 


Ldward Redmond 


- ditto - - - 


•j Thomas Hoyne 




Boot and Shoe- 


- ditto 


Edward Redmond also dead. 






















LMurty Kavanagh - 


- ditto - - - 


Publican - - 


- ditto 


J 








( Nicholas Nowlan - 


Glandine Liberties, 


Fanner - - 


1824, Dec. 29 




7 


Mary Nowlan 


- ditto - - - 


J 

| Ja 5 Brophy Nowlan 


City Kilkenny. 
City Kilkenny - 


Woollen Draper 


- ditto 


( Mary Nowlan also dead. 








(Michael Nowlan - 


- ditto - - - 


Publican - - 


1825, Jan. 19 


J 


8 


Ambrose FitzpaO 
trick - -j 


- ditto - - - 


( Thomas Laurenson j 
•j Richard Sullivan - 1 


- ditto - - - 

- ditto - - - 


Brewer - - 


1825, May 17 : 
- ditto 21 1 


| Ambrose Fitzpatrick is 
j also dead. 










1 ditto - - - 




9 


Thomas Dowling 


- ditto - - - 


("Michael Sullivan - | 
< Francis Comerford 
(Patrick Dowling - 


- ditto - - - 

- ditto - - - 

- ditto - - - 


Tanner - - 
Victualler - - 


1826, Feb. 27 

- ditto 

- ditto 


V Thomas Dowling has some- 
J years discontinued the busi- 
1 ness of Pawnbroker, and left 
(Kilkenny. 


10 


Patrick Larasy - 




("Michael Neary 
■; Timothy Pratt 


- ditto - - - 


- ditto - - 


1828, Feb. 11 


jPatrick Larasy is dead. 


- ditto - - - 


- ditto - - - 


Tailor - - - 


- ditto - 








(Richard Sullivan - 


- ditto - - - 


Brewer - - 


- ditto 14 


11 


Bridget Campion 


- ditto - - - 


("William Grace 
j William Cody 
(Joseph Gregory 


- ditto - - - 

- ditto - - - 


Esquire - - 
Tobacconist - 


1831, Jan. 4 
- ditto 


\ William Cody, one of the 
J Securities, is dead. 








- ditto - - - 


Apothecary 


- ditto 








r Com 5 Maxwell 






1831, May 23 




12 


Louis Rourke 


- ditto - - - 


J 

| Thomas Laurenson 




Grocer'" 


- ditto 


1 James Brenan, one of these 
r Securities, is dead. 








L James Breuan 


- ditto - - - 


Woollen Draper 


- ditto 


J 



There are only three of the above Pawnbrokers carrying on that business in the City of Kilkenny, and the Bonds which they and their 
Securities have entered into recite, as well the said Act of 26 Geo. S, as that of its amendment by 28 Geo. 3, c. 49 ; and each Bond of said 
Pawnbroker is for the sum of 1,000 L, and the Bond of each Security is for the sum of 300 1., conditioned respectively for the faithful discharge 
of the several duties required of each such Pawnbroker', by the said Acts of Parliament. 

6 February 1838. Patrick Watters, 

Town Clerk, City Kilkenny, 

0.88. B B 3 
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TOWN OF KJNSALE. 



1. Daniel Francis Sullivan, of Low Fisher-street in the town of Kinsale, Pawnbroker, his Bond to 

tlie Town Clerk for £.300 Irish currency, dated 17 July 18x8. 

His Securities. 

John Desmond, the elder, of Cork-street, in the town of Kinsale, Baker, his Bond to the Town 
Clerk for £.100 Irish currency, dated 17 July 1818. 

Michael Desmond, of the Market-lane, in the town of Kinsale, Baker, his Bond to the Tmm, 
Clerk for £. 100 Irish currency, dated 17 July 1818. 

Mark Donovan, of Friar-street, in the town of Kinsale, Tanner, his Bond to the Town Clerk 
for£. 100 Irish currency, doted 17 July 1818. 

The said John Desmond, the elder having died, security in his stead was given by, 

Patrick Donovan, of Cork-street, in the town of Kinsale, Currier and Leather-retailer his Bond 
to the Town Clerk for £. 100 Irish currency, dated 6 May 18-26. 

The said Daniel Francis Sullivan discontinued the business, and lately quitted Kinsale. 

2. Mary Williams, of the town of Kinsale, widow, Pawnbroker, her Bond to the Town PIpi-L- 

£. 300 Irish currency, dated 18 February 1825. 

Her Securities. 

Richard Williams, of the town of Bandon, Pawnbroker, his Bond to the Town Clerk of Finsalp 
for £. 100 Irish currency, dated 18 February 1825. 

Joseph Bennett, of the town of Bandon, Pawnbroker, his Bond to the Town Clerk of Kinsale 
for £. 100 Irish currency, dated 18 February 1825. saie 

Thomas Fuller, of the town of Bandon, Pawnbroker, his Bond to the Town Clerk of Kinsale 
for £. 100 Irish currency, dated 18 February 1825. 6a e 

The said Mary Williams is carrying on the business in Kinsale. 

3. George Williams, of the town of Kinsale, Pawnbroker, his Bond to the Town Clerk for 

£.276 i8s. 5 §d. British currency, dated 24 January 1832. 

His Securities. 

tb^Tow^cler^of'Kinsal^fm- 0 / r 11, ° f Pawnbroker, his Bond to 

tne lown Uerk of Kinsale for £. 93 6 s. 1 Id. British currency, dated 24 January 1832. 

Thomas Fuller, of the South Main-street, in the town of Bandon, Pawnbroker, his Bond to the 
Town Clerk ofKinsale for £ 92. 6s. 1 $d. British currency, dated 2 4 January 1832 
John Perrot, of the town of Kinsale, Ironmonger, hisBond to the Town Clerkfor £ 02 6 s lid 

British currency, dated 24 January 1832. *' 9 OS ' 1 * 

The said George Williams is carrying on the business in Kinsale. 



4. Denis Sullivan and John Sullivaii, both of Cork-street in the town of D , , , 

SSTJ-S j“i“ rioiM Bond t0 theT »™ 1 =>•* 

Their Securities. 

F “ mer ’ “■ Bond t0 the 
Town Cork 

Tho said Denis Sullivan and John Sullivan „e earning the busi „ ea s in Kinsale. 

■» 

sJSJ&SSj l0dsi!d ”* °®“> b r “ 5 - Appraiser, Valuator or Auctioneer, 
All which I certify, at Kinsale, this ut da, ofFebruaty 1838. 

George Newman, 

Town Clerk. 
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Returns from Town Clerks of Cities and Towns— continued. 



CITY OF LIMERICK. 



Dates of 
Bonds. 


Amount of 
Bonds. 


Principals’ Names, 
Residences 
and Occupations. 


24 June 1791 


£. 300 prin- 
cipal, secu- 
rities £. 100 
each. 


- - Alexander Blood, 
of the City of Lime- 
rick, Gentleman. 


t2 Nov. 1791 


- ditto 


-- William Perry, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


26 July 1804 


- ditto 


- - James Christy and 
William O’Hara, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


15 June 1807 


- ditto 


- - Timothy Bunton, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


12 Oct. 1813 


- ditto 


- - Jeremiah O’Connor, 
of the City of Lime- 
rick, Gentleman. 


18 Oct. 1813 


- ditto 


- •• Michael Berming- 
ham, of the City of 
Limerick, Hatter. 


5 Aug. 1815 


- ditto 


- - John Joynt, of the 
City of Limerick, Gen- 
tleman. 


ig July 1816 


- ditto 


- - William Carey, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Architect. 


28 Dec. 1816 


- ditto 


--John Conway, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Woollen Diaper. 


Feb. 1817 


- ditto 


- » Edward Brown, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


20 Oct. 1818 


- ditto 


- - Stephen Gould, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


15 Apr. 1819 


- ditto 


- - James Holiday, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Pawnbroker. 


4 July 1821 


- ditto 


- - John Fitzgibbon, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


11 Oct. 1821 


- ditto 


-- Mathew Connellan 
and Denis Hogan, both 
of Mary-street, in the 
City of Limerick, Gen- 
tlemen. 


2 May 1822 


- ditto 


- - Edward Homan, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


13 Nov. 1822 


- ditto 


-- John Myles, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Master Clothier. 


25 Mar. 1823 


- ditto 


- - Eliza Parker, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Widow. 


22 May 1823 
88. 


- ditto 


- - Robert Stewart, of 
Wilson’s Quay, in the 
City of Limerick, Gen- 
tleman. 

B 



Sureties’ Names, Residences 
and Occupations. 



-- Jeremiah Blood, of the City of Limerick, 
Cordwainer; Henry Bowles, of same place, 
Dyer ; and Daniel Bourke, of same place. 
Gentleman. 

- - James Sexton, of the City of Limerick, 
Esquire ; Robert Inscoe, of same place, Gen- 
tleman ; and Mary Sexton, of same place, 
Widow. 

- - Andrew Watson, of the City of Limerick, 
Esquire ; William Byrom, of same place, 
Gentleman ; and John Denmeade, of same 
place, Gentleman. 

--John Buntoii, of the City of Limerick, 
Cordwainer; Michael Benningham, of same 
place, Hatter ; and William Leger, of same 
place, Cabinet-maker. 



- - John Joynt, of the City of Limerick, 
Grocer; Charles Joynt, of same place, Tal- 
low-chandler ; and Launeetol Collins, of 
same place, Linen Draper. 



- - William Moore, of the City of Limerick, 
Woollen Draper ; Thomas Molony, of same 
place, Gentleman ; and Daniel Molony, of 
same place, Spirit Retailer. 

- - John Watton, of the City of Limerick, 
Saddler; Timothy Carey, of same place, 
Chandler ; and Murtagh Looney, of same, 
place, Tobacconist. 

--John Purciil, of the City of Limerick, 
Architect; William Carey, of same place, 
Gentleman, 

- - William Carey, of the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman ; Thomas Browne, of same place, 
Gentleman; and John Purciil, of same place, 
Architect. 

- - Daniel Hogan, of the City of Limerick, 
Feather Merchant ; John Brown, of same 
place. Feather Merchant; and James Brown, 
of said City, Clothier. 

- - John Denmade, of the City' of Limerick, 
Gentleman ; Richard Steward, of same place, 
Accomptant; and Henry Wheelar, of same 
place, Hat Manufacturer. 

- - William Geddy, of the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 



-- Charles Allen, of the City of Limerick, 
Apothecary ; Mathew Ryan, of same place, 
Accomptant; and Edward Fitzgibbon, of 
same place, Accomptant. 

- - James O’Meara, of the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman ; Thomas M augan, of same place, 
Gentleman ; and Terence O’Brien, of same 
place, Corn Merchant. 



- - Charles Edward Homan, of the city of 
Limerick, Gentleman; Thomas Maugan, of 
same place, Gentleman ; and Richard Fen- 
nessy, of same place, Seedsman. 

- - Michael Morrison, of. the City of Lime- 
rick, Clothier; Edmond Fowloe, of same 
place, Master Clothier. 

- - Giles Powell, of the City of Limerick, 
Master Clothier ; James M'Mahon, of same 
place, Master Clothier ; and Daniel Mul- 
lane, of same place, dyer. 

- - William Peace; of the City of Limerick, ■ 
Gentleman ; William Gould, of same place, 
Wool Manufacturer ; and John Gould, of 
same place, Glazier. 



( continued .) 
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No. 


Dates of 
Bonds. 


Amount of 
Bouds. 


Principals’ Names, 
Residences 
and Occupations. 


19 


2 June 1823 


£.300 Prin- 
cipal, and Se- 
curities £.100 
each. 


- - John Doyle, of the 
City of Limerick, Gen- 
tleman. 


20 


25 June 1823 


- ditto 


- - John Bunton, of the 
City of Limerick. 


21 


14 May 1824 


- ditto 


- - Michael Barron, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


22 


18 May 1824 


- ditto 


- - William Joynt, of 
the City of Limerick. 


23 


18 Jan. 1825 


- ditto 


- - William Donovan, 
of the City of Lime- 
rick, Gentleman. 


34 


1 8 Jan. 1825 


- ditto 


- - John St. Laurence, 
of the City of Lime- 
rick, Merchant. 


25 


15 June 1825 


- ditto 


- - Hannah Myles, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Spinster. 


26 


1 8 Nov. 1825 


- ditto 


- - Mary Lynch, of the 
City of Limerick, Wi- 
dow. 


27 


21 Nov. 1825 


- ditto 


- - Michael Kelly, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Stone-cutter. 


28 

20 


27 Dec. 1825 
26 Aug. 1826 


- ditto 

- ditto 


- - Eliza Keith, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Spinster. 

- - John Murphy, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


30 


31 Oct. 1826 


- ditto 


- - Margaret Lawson, 
of the City of Lime- 
rick, Widow. 


3i 


26 Feb. 1827 


- ditto 


- - Thomas Moloney, 
of the City of Lime- 
rick, Gentleman. 


32 


27 Feb. 1827 


- ditto 


- - John Boland, of the 
City ofLimerick, Gen- 
tleman. 


33 


23 Feb. 1828 


- ditto 


- - William Ashton, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Chandler. 


34 


14 Mar. 1828 


- ditto 


- - Eliza Keith, Widow 


35 


3 June 1828 


- ditto 


- - Catherine Molony, 
Widow. 


36 


ii June 1828 


- ditto 


- - John Mullock, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 



Sureties' Names, Residences 
and Occupations. 



Observations. 



- Patrick O’Halloran, of Thomond Gate, 
in the Liberties of Limerick, Gentleman; 
John Fielding, of same place. Master Tailor ; 



- - Timothy Bunton, of the City of Lime- 
ick, Pawnbroker; William Lc-ger, of same 
dace, Cabinet maker; and John Bunton, of 
unne place. Master Shoemaker. 

--John Dtindon, of Castle Connell, in the 
County of Limerick, Hotel-keeper ; Maurice 
Barron, of same place. Spirit- retailer; and 
Joseph Sexton O’Brien, of Ballyclougb, 
in the Liberties of the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 

- - John M'Namara, of the City of Lime- 
rick, Spirit-merchant; John Ramody, of 
Derrymore, in the County of Clare, Farmer; 
and Hughes Russell of the said City, Merchantl 
-- John Hogan, of the City of Limerick, 
Feather-merchant; John Cussen, of same 
place, Gentleman ; and James Donovan, 
of Rathkeale, in the County of Limerick, 
Hardware-merchant. 

- Daniel Meckam, of the City of Limerick, 
Flour-factor ; Patrick Goulding, of same 



- John Sweeny, of the City of Limerick, 
Cloihier ; John Egan, of same place, Clo- 
thier ; and Mathew Hayes, of same place, 
Stuff-manufacturer. 

• - Edward Fennessy, of the City of Lime- 
ick, Seedsman ; Mathew Hogan, of same 
place, Merchant ; and James Hilliard, of 
same place, Gentleman. 

- - William Kelly, of the City of Limerick, 
Master Stone-cutter; Andrew Fowl, of same 
place, Chandler ; and Charles Vaughan, of 
same place, Gentleman. 

- - James Sweeny, of City of Limerick, Gro- 
cer; Joseph Jones, of same place, Plumber; 
and Samuel Caswell, of same place, Merchant. 

- - Thomas Byrnes, of the City of Limerick, 
Master Cooper; William Murphy, of same 
place, Gentleman ; and Henry Preston, of 
same place, Accomptant. 

- -William Gould, oi the City of Limerick, 
Dyer ; Joseph Jones, of same place, Plumber 
and Glazier ; and Timothy Bunton, of same 
place, Pawnbroker. 

- - Edward Fennessy, of the City of Lime- 
rick, Seedsman; John EUard, of the City 
of Limerick, Grocer; and Robert O’Shaugh- 
nessy, oi same place, Gentleman. 

- - Michael O’Connor, of the City of Lime- 
rick, Gentleman ; Christopher Bernard, of 
same place, Gentleman ; and Martin Sheahan, 
of same place, Accomptant. 

- - Patrick Hogan, of the City of Limerick, 
Spirit-retailer; William Kiely, of same place, 
Gentleman ; Michael Hogan, of same place, 
Gentleman. 

- - John Bunton, of the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman ; Jnmes Seward, of same place, 
Grocer; and George M‘Auliff, of same place, 
Grocer. 

- - John Stokes, of the City of Limerick, 
Architect; Hugh Molony, Spirit-retailer; 
Patrick Grace, Linen-draper. 

- - Luke Mullock, of the City of Limerick, 
Ship-broker; Joseph Mullock, of same place, 
Gentleman; and Ralph Wilson, of same 
place, Bout and Shoemaker. 
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City of Limerick Returns from Town Clerks of Cities and Towns — continued. 



No. 


Dates of 
Bonds. 


Amount of 
Bonds. 


Principals’ Names, 
Residences 
and Occupations. 


Sureties’ Names, Residences 
and Occupations. 


Observations. 


37 


3 Dec. 1828 


£. 300 Prin- 
cipal, and Se- 
curities £.100 
each. 


- - George Myles, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Woollen-manufacturer. 


- - James Myles, of the City of Limerick, 
Hardware-merchant; Zachary Myles, of same 
place, Clothier; and Thomas Myles, of same 
place, Gentleman. 




33 


03 Dec. 1828 


- ditto 


- - Patrick Conway, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


--Patrick Grace, sen., of the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman ; Thomas Foley, of the City of 
Limerick, Dealer; and John Duyer, of the 
City of Limerick, Grocer. 




39 


5 Feb. 1829 


- ditto 


- - John Carrig, of the 
City of Limerick, Ca- 
binet-maker. 


- - Charles James, of the City of Limerick, 
Cabinet-maker; JohnRoonan, of the City of 
I imerick, Gentleman ; and John Clanchy, of 
the City of Limerick, Spirit-retailer. 




40 


26 Mar. 1829 


- ditto 


- - EdmondFitzGibbon, 
of the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


- - Rev. James FitzGibbon, of the City of 
Limerick, Roman Catholic Curate; John 
FitzGibbon, of same place, Pawnbroker; 
and John Doyle, of same place, Pawnbroker. 




41 


16 May 1829 


- ditto 


- - John Russell, of the 
City of Limerick, Mer- 
chant. 


- - John Dalton, of tbe City of Limerick, 
Butcher; Michael Healy, of same place, 
Hutcher; and John Donovan, of same place, 
Butcher. 




42 


24 July 1829 


- ditto 


- - John Parker, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


- - Thomas Parker, of the City of Limerick, 
Clothier; Thomas Evans, of the City of 
Limerick, Gentleman ; and James Myles, of 
tbe City of limerick, Shopkeeper. 




43 


1 Aug. 1829 


- ditto 


- - Thomas Corbett, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Chandler. 


- - Michael Reordon, of the City of Limerick, 
Apothecary ; Henry Molony, of the City of 
Limerick, Gentleman ; and Peter Cleary, of 
the City of Limerick, Apothecary. 




44 


5 Aug. 1829 


- ditto 


- - James Myles, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


- - John Parker, of the City of Limerick, 
Pawnbroker; Mathew Hayes, of same place, 
Clothier; and John Egan, of same place, 
Wool-comber. 




45 


15 Aug. 1829 


- ditto 


- - Mary Dickson, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Spinster. 


- - Samuel Tulhill, of tbe City of Limerick, 
Gentleman ; Mathew James Moore, of same 
place, Grocer ; and Thomas Moore, of same 
place, Dyer. 




46 


29 Apr. 1830 


- ditto 


- - Timothy Bunton, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


--John Bunton, of the City of Limerick, 
Pawnbroker; Henry Smyth, of same place, j 
Silversmith ; and Edward Homan, of same 
place, Apothecary. 




47 


16 Oct. 1S30 


- ditto 


- - Catherine Peacock, 
of the City of Limerick, 
Widow. 


- - Patrick Kelly, of the City of Limerick, 
Coach-owner; Jeremiah Ryan, of same place, 
Merchant ; and Michael O’Connor, of same 
place, Auctioneer. 




4 s 


29 Oct. 1830 


- ditto 


- - Richard Buuton, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Leather-retailer. 


- - Richard Palmer Canter, of the City of 
Limerick, Printer; Ralph Wilson, of same 
place, Master Shoe-maker ; and Patrick 
Meehan, of same place. Merchant. 




49 


1831 


- ditto 


- - Mortimer Shannon, 
of the City of Limerick, 
Hardware-merchant. 


- - John M* Donnell, of the City of Limerick, 
Woollen-draper; Maurice Scanlan, of same 
place, Spirit-retailer; and Solomon Frost, 
of same place, Woollen-draper. 




50 


3 Mar. 1832 


- ditto 


- - Alexander Trousdell, 
of the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


- - James Myles, of the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman ; Thomas Myles, of same place, 
Gentleman; and John Myles, of same place, 
Pawnbroker. 




5i 


20 Aug. 1832 


- ditto 


- - Zachary Myles, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


- - Thomas Myles, of the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman; James Myles, of same place, 
Hardware-merchant ; and Zachary Myles, 
of same place, Gentleman. 




' 52 


30 Aug. 1832 


- ditto 


- - Hannah Russell, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Widow. 


- - Alexander Trousdell, of the City of 
Limerick, Pawnbroker; James Myles, of 
same place, Gentleman ; and Thomas Myles, 
of same place, Gentleman. 




53 

C 


- ditto 

188. 


- ditto 


- - Thomas Myles, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


- - Alexander Trousdell, of the City of 
Limerick, Pawnbroker; James Myles, of 
same place, Gentleman; and John Moore, 
of same place, Dyer. _ 

c c 


(continued.) 
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City of Limerick : — Returns from Town Clerks of Cities and Towns — continued. 



No. 


Dates of 
Bonds. 


Amount of 
Bonds. 


Principals’ Names, 
Residences 
and Occupations. 


Sureties’ Names, Residences 
and Occupations. 


Observations. 


54 


29 Oct. 1832 


£.300 Prin- 
cipal, and Se- 
curities £. 1 00 
each. 


- - Bridget Donovan, 
of the City of Lime- 
rick, Spinster. 


-- Michael Donovan, of the City of Lime- 
rick, Pawnbroker; Walter Burke Hogan, of 
same place, Leather- retailer; and John Hogan, 
of same place, Feather-merchant. 




55 


17 Nov. 1832 


- ditto 


- - Stephen Drysdale, 
of the City of Lime- 
rick, Gentleman. 


- - Philip Lyons, of the City of Limerick, 
Hardware-merchant; John C. Drysdale, of 
same place. Chandler ; and John M‘Ardell, 
of same place, Gentleman. 




56 


29 Nov. 1832 


- ditto 


- - William Carey, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman. 


- - Edmond Quilly, of the City of Limerick, 
Accompant; John Purcell, of same place, 
Builder; and Patrick Duyer, of same place, 
Woollen-draper. 




57 


9 Feb. 1833 


- ditto 


Sarah Heath, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Spinster. 


- - Thomas Blake, of the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman ; Timothy Okeley, of same place, 
Apothecary; and James Clements, of same 
place, Acting Chief Constable of City of 1 
Limerick Police. 




58 


12 July 1833 


- ditto 


- - John Skiddy, of 
the City of Limerick, 
Architect. 


- - John Duyer, of the City of Limerick, 
Grocer and Spirit-retailer; William Keely, 
of same place, Grocer and Spirit-retailer; 
and Michael Keely, of same place, Pawn- 
broker. 




59 


14 Oct. 1833 


- ditto 


- - Margaret St. Lau- 
rence, of the City of 
Limerick, Widow. 


- - Patrick Goulding, of the City of Limerick, 
Merchant; John Kerby, of same place, Hat- 
manufacturer. 




60 


June 1834 

i 


- ditto - | 


- - Edward G. Parker, 
of the City of Lime- 
rick, Gentleman. 


- - James Corneill, of the City of Limerick, 
Gentleman ; Oliver Stephenson and William 
Canter, both of said City, Gentlemen. 





COUNTY OF THE CITY OF WATERFORD. 



Names of Pawnbrokers, 
Residences 
and Dates of Bonds. 



Names of Sureties. 



John Brophy, of Stephen- 
street ; Bond, dated 14 July 

1836 - - . : 

Fenton William Case, of Peter- 

street; Bond, dated 26 May 
1825 - 

Daniel Doyle, of Michael- 
street ; Bond, dated 3 June 

1834 - 

Johauna Dunphy, of Lady- 
lane ; Bond, dated 10 Oct. 

1837 - 

Edward Grennan, of Parlia- 
ment-street; Bond, dated 
15 October 1829 
Benjamin Hill, of Lady-lane ; 
Bond, dated 7 September 
1832 - 

Edward Hynes, of Patrick- 

I street; Bond, dated 28 April 
1836 - . F - 

John Irwin, of Bakebouse- 
lane; Bond, dated 27 Oct. 
i 81 8 . . 

Elizabeth Kavanagb,of Bally- 
bricken ; Bond, dated 17 
April 1835 - 

Eleanor Lawton, of Stephen- 
street; Bond, dated 17 
March 1831 - 
Margaret Manning, of Slephen- 
street; Bond, dated 30 April 
1829 - 



("Walter Kelly - 

< George Boyle - 
[Patrick Tobin - 
("Abraham Hendersoi 
I John O’Neille - 

I Robert Sheffield 
("Patrick Dalton 
John Fahy 
[Richard Phelan 
(William Sullivan 

< Daoiel Lynagh 
[John Murphy - 
("John Campion 

\ Simon Campion 
[John Grennan 
(Thomas Hill - 

< George Mahony 
[James £udd 

{ Thomas Henderson 
Timothy Rafter 
George Boyle - 
(Henry Dart 
' John Flanagan 
William Roche 
Joseph Dice 
< Richard Wilson 
[Martin Kavanagh 
f Nicholas O’Neille 
•j Michael Conran 
[ Daniel Lynagh 
(Thomas Power 
s William Curran 
[William Slaney 



Occupations. 



Dates of Bonds. 



14 July l! 



Ballybricken 
Quay - 
ditto - 
Anne-street - 

- ditto 
Peter-street - 
Micbael-street 
Manor 

John-street - 
Stephen-street 

- ditto 
Waterford 
Barrack-street 
HeDnessy’s-road - 
Parliament-street - 
Ghost-lane - 
Peter-street - 

- ditto 
Patrick-street 

- ditto 
Quay - 
ditto - 

Bailey’s New-street 

George'sstreet 

SprioErgarden-alley 

Lady-lane 

Spring-garden-alley 

Patrick-street 

Stephen-street 

- ditto 
Anne-street - 
Stephen-street 

- ditto 



Stationer 
Shoemaker - 
Woollen-draper 
Gentleman - 

- ditto 
Pawnbroker - 
Chandler 
Gentleman - 
Publican 

- ditto 
Brewer 
Carpenter 
Innkeeper 
Gentleman - 

- ditto 
Shoemaker - 
Serjeant-at-Mace 
Master Cooper 
Shopkeeper - 
Dealer 

Shoemaker - 
Pump-borer - 
Paper-stainer 
Master Cooper 
Whitesmith - 
Cabinet-maker 
Revenue boatman 
Grocer 

Medical Doctor 
Brewer 

Master Cooper 
Shopkeeper - 
Pawnbroker - 



- ditto. 

- ditto. 

26 May 1825. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

3 June 1834. 

• ditto. 

31 Jan. 1838. 
10 Oct. 1837. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

15 Oct. 1829. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

7 Sept. 1832. 

- ditto. 

5 Feb. 1838. 
28 April 1836. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

8 Oct 1828. 

- ditto. 

5 May 1836. 
17 April 1835. 

- ditto. 

- ditto. 

17 March 1831. 

- ditto. 

18 Oct. 1831- 
15 April 1836. 

- ditto. 

7 Sept. 1837. 
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County of the City of Waterford-: — Returns from Town Clerks of Cities and Towns— continued. 





Names of Pawnbrokers, 










No. 


Residences 


Names of Sureties. 


Residences. 


Occupations. 


Dates of Bonds. 




and Dates of Bonds. 






12 


Edward Maddigan, of Cook- 


(William Murphy 


Ferry-bank - 


Merchant 






lane; Bond, dated 19 July 


< Sylvester Phelan 


High-street - 


Grocer 






1830 - 


[Lau. Scanlan - 


Cook-lane 


Cork-cutter - 




13 


John Noble, of Stephen-street; 
Bond, dated 22 April 1831 


[John Todd 
•j Tobias Archdekin 


Patrick-street 
- ditto 


Saddler 
Shopkeeper - 


22 April 1831. 
- ditto. 




[ 1 homas O’Reilly 


Broad-street - 






14 


John O'Brien, of Bake-house- 


[Thomas Bourke 
< Richard Phelan 


Yellow-road - 


Master Cooper 






lane ; Bond, dated 28 


John-street - 








March 1834 - 


(William Hearne 


Square - 


Grocer 




15 


Bridget O’Reilly, of John- 


[ Matthew Power 
j Hichard Phelan 


John-street - 


Publican 






street; Bond, dated 31 


- ditto 


- ditto 






January 1838- 


[flenrv Chamney 


Jobn’s-liill - 


Gentleman - 




16 


Hannah Pounder, of Stephen- 


I John Todd 


Patrick-street 


Saddler 


x8 Sept. 1828. 




street; Bond, dated 18 


•[ James Butler - 


Barrons-street 


Master Tailor 






September 1828 


[Janus Abernethy 


Patrick-street 


Shopkeeper - 


- ditto. 


17 


Robert Sheffield, of Peter- 


( Matthew Murphv 


Bailey New-street - 


Gentleman - 


5 May 1827. 




street ; Bond, dated 5 May 


Fenton W111. Case - 
| Henry Griffith 


Peter-slreet - 


Pawnbroker - 






1827 .... 


Waterford 


Painter 


1 July 1830. 


18 


William Slaney, of Steoben- 


(William Murphy 


Patrick-street 


Publican 


8 August 1837. 




street; Bond, dated 8 


■l Patrick Connolly - 1 
[Daniel Maher - 


- ditto 


Baker - 






August 1837 - 


- ditto 


Publican 


3 Feb. 1838. 


19 


Elizabeth Slaney, of Stephen- 


f William O’Ncille - 


Tramore-cl., Waterford 


Architect 


1 May 1821. 




street ; Bond, dated 1 May 


' Michael Dunne 
[Man. Power - 


Waterford 


Pawnbroker - 






1821 - - - 


- ditto 


Furmer - - ; 


- ditto. 


20 


John Todd, of Michael-stroet; 
Bond, dated 7 May 1836 - 


[John Fitzgerald 
James Abernethy 
[Tobias Archdekin 


Patrick-street 

- ditto 

- ditto 


Publican 

Shopkeeper - - 1 

- ditto 


7 May 1836. 
- ditto. 


21 


Anne Todd, of Michael- 


[Janies Abernethy 


- ditto 


- ditto 






street ; Bond, dated 4 Sep- 


| Tobias Archdekin 
[John Fitzgerald 


- ditto 


- ditto 


- ditto. 




tember 1832 - 


- ditto 


Publican 


31 Jan. 1838. 


22 


Martin Walsh, of the Mayor’s 


[John Evoy 
l John Murphy- - 
[James Gibney - 


Newgate 


Brewer 






Walk; Bond, dated 17 Oc- 


Waterford 


Farmer 


- ditto. 




tober 1837 ... 


Ballybricken 


Chandler 


- ditto. 


23 


Margaret Duffy, of the Y ellow- 


[William Caulfield 
■j John Collaghan 
[Martin Ryan - 


Ballybricken 


Dealer 


3 Feb. 1838. 




road ; Bond, dated 3 Febru- 


- ditto 


Publican 


- ditto. 




ary 1831 


Jobn’s-hill - 


Gentleman - 


- ditto. 


24 


James Fortescue, of Patrick- 
street, Appraiser and Auc- 
tioneer; Bond, dated 25 
March 1822 - 


j John Cox 
j Janies Munn - 
Tobias Archdekin 


Quay - 
Patrick-street 
- ditto 


Rope-maker - 
Shoemaker - 
Shopkeeper - 


25 March 1822. 
18 April 1836. 

1 Feb. 1838. 



R. Cooke , Town Clerk. 



TOWN OF YOUGHA L. 



Pawnbrokers’ Names. 


Residences. 


Names, Residences and Occupations of Sureties. 


Dates of Bonds. 


Catherine Walsh - ' 


- - South Main-street, in 
the Town of Youghal 


[ Patrick Ronayne, Ycughal, Chandler - -T 

•j Joseph Murphy - ditto - Spirit-retailer - [ 

[John O’Neill - ditto - Salt-refiner - -J 


15 Feb. 1820. 


Mary Barry 


- - South Main-street, in 
the Town of Youghal 


[John Ryan - - ditto - Corn-merchant -|j 

•(John Taylor - ditto - Corn-merchant - - 

[William Doherty - ditto - Woollen Draper -J 


28 May 1836. 


Michael Flanagan 


- - North Main-street, in 
the Town of Youghal 


(Thomas Flynn - ditto - Shopkeeper - - ; 

■ Wm. Buckmaster - ditto - Woollen Draper -! 

[William Osborne - ditto - Grocer - - -J 


17 March 1837. 


Michael Mullins 


- - North Main-street, in 
the Town of Youghal 


[ Edward Morgan - ditto - Woollen Draper -] 

Richard Morgan - ditto - Woollen Draper - l 

[Alexander Eager - ditto - Shopkeeper - -j 


31 March 1837. 


Andrew Johnson 


- - North Main-street, in 
the Town of Youghal 


[RichardPilkington ditto Wine and SpiritMerch’l 
< Thomas Sims - ditto - Apothecary - - > 

[Henry Browne - ditto - Gentleman - 


3 Oct. 1837. 


Appraisers’ Name. 




[Patrick RonayDe - ditto - Chandler - -1 




Michael Mullins 


North Main-street, Youghal 


< Thomas Browne - ditto - Shopkeeper - - > 

[William Barry - ditto - Grocer - - . -J 


29 August 1825. 



Town Clerk's Office, \ Which I humbly certify, 

Youghal, a February 1838.J John Jenkins, Town Clerk of Youghal. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



RETURNS from Secretaries of Grand Juries. 

A RETURN of the Names and Residences of Persons appointed by Grand Juries to be 
Appraisers and Auctioneers; of their Sureties who have lodged Bonds in their Office, and 
have taken the Oath appointed to be taken, pursuant to Act 2 6 Geo. 3, c. 43, s. 36 & 37. 

COUNTY OF ANTRIM. 



John Devlin 
John Byrne 
William Todd - 
John Moore 



There have-not been any Bonds of the above Persons or their Sureties lodged in the Secretary’s 
Office, consequently no Return can be made of the Names of the Sureties, nor can it be stated 
whether the Oath required by the Act of the 26th Geo. 3, c. 43, s. 36 & 37, has been taken bv 
the respective Parties. J 



Carrickfergus, J 
6 February 1838./ 



John Coates, 

Secretary of the Grand Jury of the County of Antrim. 



COUNTY OF ARMAGH. 

that nleverTnl”! JjV” I 1 ’ 0 " 0 ." 0, > ur le . tter >'>? *3* instant; and in reply beg to state, 

hUcouSv nor nf th? " Auo ? one ” having been appointed by the Grand Jury of 

f« tfS\r D ty ye™. 8 S,, “ secumy *° U “ Gra,,,i “ d 1 ““ - Secretary 

Armagh, ^ 1 l,aie ’ *<=• 

31 January 1838./ T. V. Everett. 

T. Drummond, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 



COUN TY OF CA RLOW. 

Graod Jury of £. “ f 

■fhomas D™ond Esq, &c. 4o. &c. ‘ 1,aVe ' 

’ n ' Secretary to the Grand Jury, County Carlow. 

TOWN OF CARRICKFERGUS. 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the^olhfSn,’ 3 ' Ja ““ ry ’A 38 ’ 
Order of the Home of Commons, of th B P sod instant, reqni, „g tb' Nam,-' L7T" Sd ‘n 

Persons appointed Appraisers and Aaotioneers; also, of their SmetoTe * ° f 

boandso/the County oXe'i!, oXSf"° Appt "T ” 0r Auc.i^neere resident within the 
period I have held the situation of Secretnr^ offi GrLdTuryrf thi's reumy. 8 “ teeny “ rs ' ths 

I am, & c . 

To T. Drummond, Esq., & c . &c. &c. r , „ , 

Castle, Dublin. Jolin M ’ Lccle ^on, Secretary. 



COUNTY OF CAYAN. 

when™ 'cte^l^^ document, in any- 

of Cavan. ’ In the 0ffice of ttle Secretary of Grand Jury of County 

Cavan, 1 

12 February 1838./ Edrnrd E. Mayne, 

Secy of Grand Jury. 
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Returns from Secretaries of Grand Juries-cowWrf. 



COUNTY OF CLARE. 



Appraisers. 


Auctioneers. 


Securities who lodged 
Bonds. 


None. 


None. 


None. 


Francis Morice, 



9 February 1838. Grand Jury Secretary ’ County of Clare. 



COUNTY OF CORK. 



Dates of 
Appointment. 


Names. 


Auctioneers or 
Appraisers. 


1823: 






Summer Assizes - 


Richard Curry - 


Auctioneer and 


Ditto 


John Armstrong 


Appraiser, 
ditto - ditto - 


1825: 






Summer Assizes - 


Roger B. Evans - 


Auctioneer 


Ditto 


Richard Curry - 


ditto - - j 


1831: , 


John Martin -) 


Auctioneers and 


Summer Assizes -s 


James Norton - *■ 


1 


William Martin -J 


Appraisers 


Ditto 


James Barry 


Auctioneer and 






Appraiser. 



For the Town of Youghal. 

For the Town of Kinsale. 

For the County. 

For the Town of Youghal. 

f* - For the Towns of Bandon, Macroom, 
) Clonakilty, Skibbereen, Bantry, Dun- 
l manway, Rosscarbery, Mill-street, &c. 
For the East Riding ; viz. Cove Midle- 
ton, &c. 



I certify that the above are the Names of all Persons who have been appointed Appraisers or 
Auctioneers by the Grand Juries of the County of Cork, as far as I can ascertain ; but there is no 
document or record m my office which would enable me to state whether they have entered into 
any bonds, none being lodged with me ; or whether any or which of them have taken the oaths 
appointed to be taken. 



Cork, 7 March 1838. 



Richard B. Cotter, 

Secretary to the County Cork Grand Jury. 



CITY OF CORK. 



1 certify that no such Bond has ever been lodged in my office. 



Secretary’s Office, March 8, 1838. 



Denham Franklin, 

Grand Jury Secretary, City of Cork. 



COUNTY OF DONEGAL. 



Names. 


Residences. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Lifford, 31 January 1838. 


William M. Clintock Spence 
Secretary Grand Jury, County of ' 





COUNTY OF DOWN. 

In obedience to the Order of the Honourable the House of Commons, bearing date the 22d day 
of January 1838: 

I certify that there is not any document in my office to show that any such appointment was 
ever made by the Grand Jury of this county. 

Robert Gordon, 

Secretary to the Grand Jury .pf the County of Down. 

Dated this 2d day of February 1838. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 



Returns from Secretaries of Grand Juries— continued. 



COUNTY OF DUBLIN. 



Sir, 3 i January 1 838. 

In reply to your letter of the 29th instant, transmitting to me, by the command of the Lord 
Lieutenant, a Copy of an Order of the House of Commons, dated the 22d instant, signifying his 
Excellency’s desire that I should forthwith furnish you Returns in duplicate of the Names and 
Residences of all Persons appointed Appraisers and Auctioneers in Ireland; of their Sureties who 
have lodged Bonds in my Office, and have taken the Oath appointed to be taken, pursuant to an Act 
passed in the Irish Parliament in the 26th Geo. 3, cap. 43, sec. 36 & 37 : 

I beg to state, that there have not been any Bonds, as referred to, lodged in my office. 

I have, &c. 

Henry Baker, Secretary of the Grand Jury, County of Dublin. 

Office, 4, North Frederick-street. 



CITY OF DUBLIN. 



26, Rutland-square, North, 6 February 1838. 

Upon search in the books of the Grand Juries of the County of the City of Dublin, from the 
year 1805 to the presenl time, it does not appear that the Grand Juries for the County of the City 
of Dublin did appoint any Appraisers or Auctioneers, or that any Bonds were passed, or oaths 
taken by Appraisers or Auctioneers for the County of the City of Dublin. 

Alexander Montgomery , 

Secretary Grand Juries for the County of the City of Dublin. 



TOWN OF DROGHEDA. 



— None. — 

• Certified per John Crawford, 

Secretary to the Grand Jury of the County of the Town of Drogheda. 



COUNTY OF FERMANAGH. 



31 January 1838. 



. — None. — 

Examined by William Irvine, 

Secretary Grand Jury of Fermanagh. 



COUNTY OF GALWAY. 



— None 

Grand Jury Secretary’s Office, Galway, 3 February 1838. ° ^ Secretary- 



TOWN OF GALWAY. 



Galway, 20 April 1838. 

Referring to the communications addressed to me, calling for Returns required by the House of 
JT 0 " 8 ’ dated 22d January relating to Auctioneers, I beg leave to state, that their Bonds, and 
dle ‘ r Securmes, have never been lodged in my office, but on making inquiry, 1 under- 
stand that these documents have been lodged in the Office of the Clerk of the Peace. * 

T ’ D ' U SS„ d 'c E ^e SeC ' et " yi 1 Ad °™’ <*”'**• 



COUNTY OF KERRY. 



No Appraiser or Auctioneer has been appointed by the Grand Jury of this County. 

H February ,838. G, “ d Se ”^ K „ rJr . 
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Returns from Secretaries of Grand Juries — continued. 



COUNTY OF KILDARE. 



Sir, Secretary’s Office, Naas, 11 March 1838. 

Being on a round of road sessions, I was not able until this day to acknowledge your official 
communication relative to Pawnbrokers. 

I have no way of ascertaining the Number of Pawnbrokers; and no registry of such persons has 
been made in my office. 

I have &c. 

To T. Drummond, Esq. IVilliam Goodwin, Secretary of County Kildare Grand Jury. 

&c. &c. &c. 



COUNTY OF KILKENNY. 



Sir, Kilkenny, 15 February 1838. 

In compliance with the Order of the House of Commons of the 22d January last, relative to 
Appraisers and Auctioneers having lodged Bonds or taken the oaths pursuant to the 26 Geo. 3, c. 43 : 
I beg to say, that there are no documents or trace of evidence that such was ever done in this county. 

I have, &c. 

H. Derereux, Secretary Grand Jury, County Kilkenny. 



COUNTY OF THE CITY OF KILKENNY. 



— Nil. — 

No such appointment made within thirty years which I have been Secretary of the Grand Jury, 
nor can I trace any such on tjie books left by my predecessor. 

Which I certify, 

6 February 1838. . James 11 ‘Creery, Secretary Grand Jury, City Kilkenny. 



KING’S COUNTY. 



Sir, Tullamore, 3 February 1838. 

In reply to your letter of the 29th ultimo, enclosing a copy of an Order of the House of Com- 
mons, requiring “ A Return of the Names and Residences of all persons appointed Appraisers and 
Auctioneers, &c. pursuant to the Act of the 26 Geo. 3. c. 43, s. 36 & 37,” I have to state for the 
information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that no such appointments have taken place 
in this county. 

If any persons have acted as Appraisers, I believe they have lodged their Bonds with the County 
Treasurer, to whom I beg leave respectfully to refer you. 

I have, &c. 

Thomas Drummond, Esq. Thomas Mitchell, Secretary King’s County Grand Jury. 

&c. &c. &c. 



COUNTY OF 


LEITRIM. 


Names of Auctioneers and Appraisers and their j 
Residences. 


Names of Sureties and their Residences. 


None. 


None. 




H. F. Cullen, 


Secretary’s Office, 8 February 1838. 


Secretary of Grand Jury, County of Leitrim. 


COUNTY OF 


LIMERICK. 



Sir, County Secretary’s Office, Limerick, l February 1838. 

In reply to your letter of the 29th instant, enclosing an Order of the House of Commons, requiring 
the Names and Residences of all persons appointed Appraisers and Auctioneers, &c. &c., I beg to state, 
there have been no Bonds of either lodged in this office. 

I have, &c. 

T. Drummond, Esq. Ac.&c.&c. Edmond Gdbbett, Secretary Grand Jury, County Limerick. 
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Returns from Secretaries of Grand J uries — continued. 



CITY OF LIMERICK. 



g; r Limerick, 18 April 1838. 

I have the honour to inform you, that there is no Return in the hands of the Secretary to the 
City Grand Jury relative to Auctioneers. Your former letters were delivered to the Clerk of the 
Crown and Peace for this City, as the required information is to be furnished by that officer, and 
early in February last he informed me he would forward to you the necessary information. 



T. Drummond, Esq. 

Castle, Dublin. 



I am, &c. 

W. Picrcy. 



CITY AND COUNTY OF LONDONDERRY. 



I certify that the only person that appears to have been appointed Appraiser and Auctioneer 
under said Act is Dennis Bradley, of Coleraine, who was appointed Pawnbroker Appraiser at spring 
assizes 1836, when duly qualified for the Coleraine District ; but no qualification or security have 
been passed or entered into. 

John Thos. Gregg, 

Secretary to Grand Jury. 



COUNTY OF LONGFORD. 



t 

Names of 
Auctioneers, &c. 


Residences. 


Names of 
Sureties. 


Residences. 


Office in which 
Bonds 
are lodged. 


Oath. 


John Clarke - - 
James Ganley 
Thomas Huston - 
Edward W. Briggs | 


Longford 
ditto - 
ditto - 

Ballymahon - 


("Michael M'Guire 
\ Bryan Murray - 
fJohn M'Cleland 
V William Gray - 
("Michael Quin - 
1 Henry Ruxton - 
J Andrew O’Brien 
\John Lee - 


Longford -J 
ditto - j 
ditto 

ditto -j 
ditto -1 
ditto -J 
Ballymahon^ 
ditto -J 


Excise Office, 
Athione. 
ditto - 
ditto - 
ditto - 


Not taken, 
ditto, 
ditto, 
ditto. 



The Auctioneers, &c. were not appointed by Grand Jury. 



Edgeworthstone, 

12 February 1838. 



James ueoffroy. 

Secretary to Grand Jury, County Longford. 



COUNTY OF LOUTH. 



Dundalk, 7 February 1838. 



— None. — 



Alex. Shekleton, 

Secretary to Grand Jury of Louth. 



COUNTY OF MAYO. 



— None. — 



G. Clendrinning, jun. 

Secretary of Grand Jury, County of Mayo. 



COUNTY OF MEATH. 



— None.— 



Wm. Allen, 

Secretary Grand Jury of Meath. 
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Returns from Secretaries of Grand Juries— continued. 



COUNTY OF MONAGHAN. 



1 Feb. 1838. 



— None. — 

Certified by me, 

Alex' Mitchell, 

Sec. of the Grand Jury, 

Co. of Monaghan. 



QUEEN’S COUNTY. 



Sir, Secretary’s Office, Maryborough Court-house, 2 Feb. 1838. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 29th inst. calling for a Return of 
the names and residences of all persons appointed Appraisers and Auctioneers; of their Securities 
who have lodged Bonds and taken the oath appointed : In reply, I can only say, I am nearly six 
years Secretary to the Queen’s County Grand Jury; during that period no such documents were 
lodged with me, and I have searched all documents and papers in the office and have not found any 
such in it. J 

I have, &c. 

To Thomas Drummond, Esq. Arthur Moore Masse, 

Dublin Castle. Secretary Queen’s Co. Grand Jury. 



COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON. 



Sir, Grand Juries’ Secretary’s Office, Roscommon, 5 February 1838. 

I had the honour of receiving your letter of the 29th ult. this day, with the copy of an Order 
of the House of Commons, requiring a Return of the names and residences of all persons appointed 
Appraisers.and Auctioneers ; of their Sureties who have lodged Bonds, and have taken the oath 
appointed to be taken, pursuant to the 26 Geo. 3, cap. 43, sec. 36 & 37. 

And in reply to which, I beg leave to acquaint you, that I cannot furnish you with such Return 
for this county, as there have been no documents lodged in my office that would enable me to do so 
the Act has not been, I believe, at all complied with in this county. 

I am, &c. 

T. Drummond, Esq. M l Sharkey, 

&c. &c. Sec. Sec. Roscommon, G. Jury. 



COUNTY OF SLIGO. 



Summer Assizes, 19 July 1823. 

Pursuant to 26 Geo. 3, ch. 43, sec. 2C, we present John Keaughron, sen., of Thomas-streel, 
in the town of Sligo, to be a fit and proper person to perform the office and duties of an Appraiser 
and Auctioneer. 

The foregoing is the only document in my custody connected with the appointment of Appraisers 
and Auctioneers ; there is no Bond or registry of oath to correspond with the above appointment. 

Robert Christian, 

Grand Jury Room. Sec. Grand Jury, 

County of Sligo. 



COUNTY OF TIPPERARY. 



Sir, Clonmel, 3 Feb. 1838. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th ult., enclosing a copy 
of an Order of the House of Commons, requiring a Return from each of the Grand Jury Secre- 
taries in Ireland ; of the names and residences of all persons appointed Appraisers and Auctioneers 
in Ireland ; of their Sureties who have lodged Bonds in their office, and have taken the oath appointed 
to be taken, pursuant to an Act passed in the Irish Parliament in 26 Geo. 3, c. 43, s. 36 & 37. 

I beg leave to acquaint you, for bis Excellency the Lord Lieutenant’s information, that there are 
no documents whatever lodged in my office from which I could make the required Return. 

I have, &c. 

T. Drummond, Esq. Edwin Sadleir, 

Sic. &c. &c. Secretary of Grand Jury, 

County of Tipperary. 



COUNTY OF TYRONE. 

I certify tli at there has not been any appointment made by the Grand Jury of said county of 
Appraisers or Auctioneers, under the 2(3 Geo. 3, ch. 43, sec. 36 & 37, since my appointment as 
Secretary at Summer Assizes 1835 ; nor have I heard there were any such appointments made • 
previous to that period by the Grand Jury. 

Alex' Jno. Constant, 

Sec. Tyrone Grand Jury. 
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Returns from Secretaries of Grand Juries — continued. 



COUNTY OF WATERFORD. 



Sir, Waterford, a March 1838. 

I have made search in the Presentment Books for the County of Waterford, and I do not 
find that any appointment of an Appraiser or Auctioneer has been at any time made hv fh» 
Grand Jury of the County of Waterford. ^ 



To T. Drummond, Esq. 



I have, &c. 

Mich. Mortimer, 

Secretary Grand Jury, County Waterford. 



CITY OF WATERFORD. 



Auctioneers’ Names. 


Residences. 


Sureties who have lodged Bonds 
in Secretary’s Office, 
and have taken the Oaths. 


James Fortescue - - 


City of Waterford - 


None. 


William Sharpe - 


- ditto - - - - j 


- ditto. 



James Henry Reynett, 

Secretary to the Grand Jury of the City of Waterford. 



COUNTY OF WESTMEATH. 



Sir > Mullingar, 24 February 1838. 

I have been honoured with receipt of yours of the 29th ult., requiring a Return to be laid 
before the House of persons appointed Appraisers and Auctioneers, of their Sureties who have 
lodged Bonds m my office, and who have taken the oath appointed to be taken, pursuant to the 
qG Geo. 3, chap. 43, sec. 36 & 37; and in compliance, Sir, I beg to inform you that there have 
not been any Bonds lodged in my office by any Appraisers or Auctioneers in this county 
I have seen the principal Auctioneer in this county, who informed me he passed no Bonds nor 
made any oath relative to such situation, nor did he believe any other Auctioneer in the 
county did so. 

I have, &c. 

Thomas Drummond, Esq. Philip Tyrrell, 

&c. &c. &c. Secretary to Westmeath Grand Jury. 



COUNTY OF WEXFORD. 



Ik answer to the above order, I beg leave to state, I cannot find any record of any atraoint- 

lio ” d8 ; &c - lodged * *• <£■£, - 

William S. Derinzy, 

Secretary Grand Jury, County Wexford. 



4 February 1838. 



COUNTY OF WICKLOW. 



a„oT "-p* you, ,hi c ,“x\,L^ br , , ^w 3 wi.h 

an Order of the House of Commons requiring a Return from each of the Grand Jury Secretaries 
T 1 E i and t 5 \ N - me o S a "? Residetlces of a11 Persons appointed AppraLrs ^nd “ 

ZttZu&L*”*" Wh ° haVC l0dged B ° ndS " their offiWh^UkrS 

^ by C Ae^Grand 



To Thomas Drummond, Esq. 
Ac. &c. &c. 



I have, &c. 

B. S. Dehitizi, 

Sec. Grand Jury. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE IRISH 
MUNICIPAL INQUIRY COMMISSIONERS. 



DUBLIN, Thursday, 5th December 1833. 



Court opened at half-past ten o’clock. 

John Juclkin Butler sworn, and examined. 

Is marshal of Dublin, and registrar of pawnbrokers’ licenses ; held these offices about 
fourteen months; was appointed to both offices by election by the corporation; was a 
councilman for the guild of merchants before he was elected ; his impression is, that none 
but freemen are eligible to the offices, but any freeman may be elected ; is not aware that 
the corporation has any power of removal from these offices, except for misconduct; believes 
there never was an instance of removal ; a ballot every year for the office may be demanded 
but, in point of practice, it is not acted upon; in point of practice, the office is held for life, but 
subject to ballot annually, if required by the corporation; the election of these offices ’is in 
the usual course of the election of other officers by the corporation. 

The situations of marshal and registrar of pawnbrokers have always gone together, that 
is, have been held by the same person ; the Pawnbrokers’ Acts always refer to the marshal 
of Dublin as the registrar of pawnbrokers. 

The profits of his office of marshal and returning officer amounted to about 220/. or 230/. 
within the last twelve months ; he means this as the gross receipt ; the gross amount of h i 
receipts for the three offices amount to about 850/. 

As registrar of pawnbrokers’ licenses, his duties are, viz., forfeited pledges in Dublin 
cannot be sold, except after notice to the marshal ; the pawnbroker makes a return to him of 
such things as are forfeited ; witness gives notice to the party who made the pledo-e, that 
the time has expired ; the notice is given to the individual at his residence ; witness o-ets 
from the pawnbroker a return of the name and residence, and article pawned; if not redeemed 
after fourteen clays, or a sufficient time for redeeming, the pawnbroker may sell ; believes 
there is an Act of Parliament regulating the time ; witness conceives his duty performed 
when he gives the notice to the individual ; has one man under him for serving these notices 
to whom he pays ten shillings a week out of the funds of the office ; this person is liable to 
be called on to make an affidavit of the serving of the notice ; if there be any dispute about 
the article, no affidavit is made in the first instance ; witness makes no return to the pawn- 
broker of having served notice; witness generally undertakes to have them served within a 
given time, and then the pawnbroker gives a certain time after that period ; the notice-server 
is not sworn; witness is the responsible person; when the person is not served, witness 
apprises the pawnbroker of the fact, but this seldom or ever occurs ; has no means of know- 
ing whether the pawnbroker sells before the time limited. 

All the pawnbrokers in all Ireland are registered in his office, as far as he can 
collect them ; claims this right under the 26 th Geo. 3, c. 30, called the Pawnbrokers’ 
Act. 

There are fees on registering a pawnbroker’s license ; sometimes he receives a guinea, 
sometimes 5 5 .; he believes all that the registrar is entitled to is 5 s.; witness generally 
receives a guinea for registry ; never received ten guineas ; never claimed more than a crown • 
it has been usual with his predecessors to receive a guinea ; it is optional with the person 
taking out the license ; it is a regulation of the trade to give a guinea ; is sure they were 
apprised of the fact that only 5 s. were payable, as they are a very intelligent class ; the 
party applying for license first lodges the bonds with the town-clerk, and on getting a 
certificate of that, witness grants the license; keeps a book of them; they are all 
registered. He receives returns every year of the amount received on pledges from all the 
pawnbrokers in Ireland, and makes a return of them to Parliament each Session ; is now 
preparing this return. There is an Act of Parliament entitling him to the fee of 5 5 . on 
all licenses to pawnbrokers in Ireland, but does not know the Act ; charges all the fees in 
British currency ; formerly they were, he believes, in Irish currency. 

His predecessor was Mr. John Stanley ; is entitled to 12 s. a year from every pawnbrqker, 
but some of them send him a pound ; does not know ho\p many pawnbrokers there arc ; 
never got a regular return from his predecessor, but is collecting them ; there is a full 
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registry-book, which he never got possession of ; it is in possession of Mr. Stanley’s 
widow; witness applied for it, and could not get it; never saw it in her possession. 

Never received 10 1. for granting a license ; never heard of such a sum being received by 
the marshal ; the highest sum he ever received was two guineas, which he got from five or six 
persons, but a guinea is the standard he receives. Witness grants the licenses on receiving 
the certificate of having passed the bonds ; he does not conceive he has any discretion on 
the subject; he never saw it necessary to exercise any, and did not exercise any; in all 
corporate towns, the bonds are lodged with the town clerks ; and in counties, before the 
treasurers ; never exercised the right of investigating the solvency of the security. 

Keeps a clerk in the registry-office of pawnbrokers ; his name is Henry Stanley; is son 
of the late John Stanley; he has filled that situation since witness’s appointment; witness 
pays him 75 l. per year, out of the profits of the office ; witness was not obliged to 
have tins person, and witness did not give any sum of money for his office ■ there 
was no condition on his appointment ; he gave to the widow of his predecessor two bills for 
26 1. each, at six and twelve months (at the rate of a pound a week), and he further passed 
two bills at three and four years, for the children of Mr. Stanley, at 50 l. each bill ■ this 
was a voluntary act, but he made a declaration to the corporation openly in the common 
council, in returning thanks for his success, that he would do something for the family • 
specified no sum ; made no promise before his election ; did not intimate directly or 
indirectly before his election, that he would do any thing for the family of Mr. Stanley 
deceased ; there were a great many candidates, but none of Mr. Stanley’s family. 

None of the country pawnbrokers have resisted his jurisdiction over them/ Makes no 
returns to the police-office ; never gets any returns from the police-offices of any fines 
imposed on pawnbrokers. J 

The magistrates of police have, as he believes, a power of annulling pawnbroker’s 
licenses ; none such, since he came into office, to his knowledge, nor any intimation to 
witness not to renew the license of any individual. 

He has an assistant, Mr. Bentley, who sells for him as auctioneer of pawnbrokers’ 
goods ; he is not in any other business ; he is paid by poundage ; all sums under 1 / 

1 s. 4 rf. in the pound, and over 1 1, 1 s. S d. in the pound ; he gets the entire of this. Witness 
has 3/. a week of emolument from the auctioneer; that is paid him by Mr Bentley he 
receives all the fees, and pays witness 3 Z. a week. Witnesses only one auction-room in 
the Stephen s Green division. Mr. Bentley was in the office when witness went into it • 
witness appointed him. There are four auction-rooms ; the marshal has only one. Has never 
asked or receivea any return from Mr. Bentley of the actual receipts of the office There are 
sales every week ; leaves advertising the sales to Mr. Bentley, who advertises regularly in 
the Saunders ana Stewart s Dispatch ; those papers contain the marshal’s advertisements. 
Witness has gone to the pawnbrokers’ auction-rooms, but never staid out the whole of the 
sale. Supposes that Mr. Bentley’s profits, after paying witness, are 3 Z. per week : Mr. 
Bentley defrays the expense of advertising, the rent of the auction-room, and all the 
expenses ; does not know that he gets any thing but his poundage. Mr. Bentley o- ave 75 1 
to witness for his appointment ; no more; none of the other officers under witness cr ave 
him any thing for his appointment Holds the office of auctioneer as marshal; gave* the 
reqmrei secunty; the secunty was for all fire duties of marshal generally ; it iVeneml 
£ “ "*l™ d <* the head police-office to enter fnto a distinct bond 
as auctioneer , does not exactly know to what amount ; took an oath on beino- appointed 
marshal; does not think that an oath as auctioneer of the Stephen’s Green Svis£n was 
particularly specified m the oath which he tool generally as marshal : does not exartlv 
Uow the precise number of days that goods are brought to the sale-, 4rn before being 

The sword-bearer appoints a deputy; cannot say whether the two auctioneers appointed 

aS Irith f 5 . perso,lal 'y> or > de P“‘y : lias no communiStion at 
all with them. Mr. Bentley nevei ■ took an oath under him. Does not go to the auction- . 
room as often as once a week; he dares say he has been a month 4h^ 4Sit- 
dares say that has occurred aftener than once. The auction-room is in Bride-street oMo- 
srte tire church Has rumor known any surplus of the sale returned TtL ITsmZlw 
pawned the poods ; never exarmned the auctioneers' books, nor the pawnbrokfr? boSt“ 
The pawnbrokers give him the returns on oath, if reemirpd- th» - . 

return of the goods sold ; none of the auctioneers givn a return to 
trokers’ returns specify noth, „g 4t the money leaf Has nl™ knit 1 CZ 
auenoneer hmrsefr, or by any body for him ; has neyer known that to le the c2e at4ar 
alwl^ioidedl L h t‘of e Sl le0tl T' g<>t - B00 f S b ° Ught for “mselfat marshal’s sales ; 

5SSK ’ 78 referS the SClle in the wlicMs a S4 



George Lindley sworn, and examined. 

Knows something about the divisional auction-rooms ; there are four of them and very 
serious sums of mouey, from 500Z. to 1,000/., are given for them by the person^ho acts 2 
them as auctioneer; does not know to whom. Tins practice of divisionala^^ is 

perhaps not known m any other city in the world, except in Dublin ; Tif£ ffirt the ' 

greatest 
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greatest injury to the pawnbrokers themselves ; it is a great hardship on the subiect The 
auctions are held universally m an obscure part of the city, and the better kind of good? 
such as plate, jewels, watches, trinkets of every description, and books, are always sold at 
night; the public never attend them; jobbers, and the pawnbrokers themselves, pnncipallv 
purchase there, and the individual who has pawned them never gets a surplus or at least 
never gets what the goods would have brought if taken into the market, and subiect to a 
lair competition. The situations are either paid for, or farmed by the auctioneer. 

Witness is not aware that there is one of these situations vacant, witness never having 
been a competitor for the office. If a stranger comes in, the parties then join in a combina- 
tion to raise the article so high upon him, as to deter him from ever coming back to them. 
Witness lately called m to one of these auction-rooms, in Bride-street, and saw most valu- 
able diamonds and trinkets knocked down much below their value. 

The public derive considerable injury from there being auctioneers exclusively appointed 
to these divisional offices. If these auctions were thrown open, respectable auctioneers, who 
wou d know the value of the goods, would undertake those sales, and state the value of the 
goods, and the pawnbrokers would be benefited as much as the public, and would not he 
compelled to purchase their own goods. In London there are catalogues published , con- 
taming the numbers of the different pledges, and the date of their being pawned, so that « 
person will be able to ascertain whether his own goods are exposed for sale, and can go to 
purchase them, if lie chooses; but here there is no notice whatever given of the sale, and 
the hour is such, that the public are not likely to attend. Mr. Osborne, the jeweller, of 
Oration-street, lately made a proposal to the pawnbrokers to have a public sliop for the 
sale of their auctioneers goods, but he was appointed assay-master to the corporation, and, 
of course, the project was done away with. Witness accounts for the auctioneers not seeking 
to get the highest price for their goods, on the principle that the auctioneer is in combination 
with the pawnbrokers, and from the long-established connexion between them. 

Witness lias been told that the pawnbroker calculates, in the first instance, what he paid 
upon the article, his full interest thereon, and expenses, and at that price it is put up - that 
having previously informed himself of the value of the article so put up, he either buys it in 
again himself, or lets it go to the jobbers attending these auctions. 

The pawnbroker does not wish to have the public present at those sales ; the pawnbrokers 
and the jobbers wish to have all to themselves, and do not wish to have the public present 
at the auction ; and the pawnbroker, besides, does not wish to buy an article for which he 
would not have an immediate sale, therefore he lets such articles be knocked down to the 
jobbers ; besides this, the pawnbroker secures to himself the money he advanced in the first 
instance, together with the full amount of interest, and he is indifferent about ^ettino- any 
more, because in that case he should return the surplus. Clothes pledged bu the poor are 
sold in the day-time, when the poor people cannot attend. 

A pawnbroker may have any one of the four divisional auctioneers to sell his o-oods. 
W ltuess has not heard of any instance in which the auctioneer of the pawnbrokers' 7 sales 
was a pawnbroker himself, except in the case of Mr. Wall, who, witness heard, employed 
one of his clerks as auctioneer, and, of course, paid the duty for him. 

Witness s opinion, on the whole, is, that goods are sold at these divisional sales much 
beloio their fair producible value. This observation does not apply to the sales by day; at 
least, it is evident that there is more in proportion made by the goods sold by day than those 
sold at night ; the fact is, that all the valuable goods are sold by night. 

It is but fair to mention, also, that those sales by night are advertised in the newspapers ; 
there is no catalogue, however, published ; in London the most trifling articles at those 
sales are catalogued. 

Witness has seen several successive lots knocked down at those night sales for hi, 7 1 , 
10 Z., and as high as 12 Z. ; witness cannot say what the aggregate amount might have 
been; at the sale which witness visited at Bride-street, he saw a cluster of diamonds knocked 
down at 4Z. which were found the next day to be 9 Z. in value ; the proper course for the auc- 
tioneer in such a case would be to have the diamonds taken out of their settings, weighed, 
and a value placed upon them according to the number of carats. 

One reason why Bentley is so much preferred by the pawnbrokers as an auctioneer is, that 
he universally pays the amount of the sale to the pawnbrokers on the next day, and in many 
instances advances them the amount beforehand, though he himself gives great credit to the 
purchasers. At the room in Bride-street, the night witness visited it, there was an auction of 
clothes, and such inferior articles, in the front part of the room, which was a large one ; it was 
not a room where persons of respectability, particularly females, could think of going. 

In the inner part of the room the finer articles were sold, and witness had to press his way 
through the crowd in front in order to get inside. 

All these divisional auction-rooms arc in obscure places ; it is out of the question that a 
respectable auctioneer could think of setting up business in such places. The practice of keep- 
ing a bellman at the door is not pursued at those divisional sale-rooms. Mr. Bentley himself, 
the sale-master at those auction-rooms, is sufficiently respectable; he is a candidate for the 
office of sheriff, and witness believes he is likely to succeed. The police never attend at 
those auction-rooms. Witness has known the same persons generally to attend those auctions. 
Witness has attended pawnbrokers’ auctions at London, ancl goods are sold at them as fairly 
as at any other auction ; there is fair competition given to the buyers there. Witness thinks 
it should be imperative that no sale of the kind should take place without catalogues ; ■ the 
printing, of the catalogues is always charged in addition to the per centage of the pawn- 
brokers’ charges ; when a catalogue is published, the goods are always fairly sold. Witness 
o.88. D D 3 knows 
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knows nothing of the pawnbrokers’ sales in any of the country towns in Ireland ; does not 
know whether country pawnbrokers ever send up goods pawned with them to these divisional 
sales. 



19th Decembee 1833. 

William. Frederick Bentley sworn, and examined. 

Resides at 37, Charlemont-street, Dublin; is an auctioneer; is deputy to the marshal of 
Dublin to do the duties of divisional auctioneer for the Stephen’s Green division; by deed he 
is allowed also an assistant for each of two divisions, viz. the Rotunda and Stephen 5 * Green • 
holds the office of auctioneer for both divisions ; is appointed to the other (Rotunda) division 
by the sword-bearer ; has held the office as deputy auctioneer to the marshal or sword 
bearer for twenty-five years ; is now deputy to both. The last marshal died in September" 
and in two or three months got a deed of appointment from the new marshal ; has ac ted for 
him since his appointment; William Henry Finlay is sword-bearer; thinks he made the 
agreement with Fmlay the day Stanley, the late marshal, died, viz. about September is 3 o 
the agreement was to give him 3 Z. a week in lieu of his share of the profits, the remainder to 
go to witness himself for labour and expenses, and losses ; losses, for witness sells oood-t m> 
credit, and pays the pawnbrokers cask. J 

For part of the twenty-five years witness held a division called the Workhouse division as 
deputy, for which he paid 20 Z. a year ; paid it to a man named John Burke, now dead ■ hi- 
was then an usher m the Foundling Hospital; he had the appointment from the Lord 
Lieutenant for the time being ; held under Burke (thinks) eight or ten years ; witness's agree- 
ment with Mr. Butler is the same as with Finlay ; gave him 50 1. in hand, and 3 1. a week- 
end gave security to them to execute the office fairly and justly, and to account with the 
pawnbrokers for the proceeds ; the appointment is during the life of those persons who 
^pointed him; gave SOj., and no more; gave two 5 1. notes since the appointment to Mrs 
Fmlay ; she said she had been offered so much by others, whom she might have influenced 
her husband to appoint ; tins was after the appointment, and was not spoken of before it 

Is a member of the common council, representative for the Smiths; only took out his 
freedom a few years since, not exceeding five, as witness thinks. Witness had carried 
° f a P awn ? rote about 10 or 12 years; does not now; carSlk on about 
16oi 17 yeais ago , is not connected with ally pawnbroker’s establishment - none of his 

S,™ °Vr a '- - nS T SS ’ - ll!lS knOWI1 E ersolla , “ r some years back, pawnbrokers exer- 
cising the office of divisional auctioneer ; not the late Mr. Wall/ Mr. Thomas M'Nam-mi’in the 
barrack division; he is a pawnbroker; l,e has not now the office TheTte Mi-Til! acted 

house L?“on he°ac°ts by' denlitv ^ ^ eXC , rcises the offl ee now in tile Work- 
had been promised that olfice Ey lid Talbot with thf ** if? 6 ° f f ‘« d 0 epilty ’ wimc3s 

sell on credit, and pay prompt • nnkr * th f°\ f divisional auctioneer, because they 
goods in ; no per^n but^hat P P awnb ™ker, who sends the 

mquire what particular goods sold for witness tell^fhe™ a f COunt If an y persons came to 
getting the goods back for the Tartv’ KSL®,, [ h f n ° w and then succeeded in 
any return to the marshal of the goods h/sells • L ^ bouglt them i d °es not make 

the 3/. a week for his full shafe of the Ifit Ut 1 n , ecessar d to «*, for he takes 

money, are discharged in the Insolvent Court Wi )° W ^ ? eo P le who owe witness 
weekly, come what mav ; therefo^ W ^ SS P a ^ that su ‘ n (»*•> 

marshal has given security to the citv that th^Lo u , ngbt intei 'fo re W| tk witness. The 
given security to him ; does not ffive rreHi't P awub F°^ ers shall be paid, and witness has 
Persons apply for credit, and tlien^refcrenr^ , 1 “ dl . scnm * natel y to any one that walks in. 
of credit from a respectable person for a fertnin cbaract ? r are S‘°b an d sometimes a letter 
Observes persons who bid at the auction* W J ! SUm ’ d ,° es f 0t ? lve credit to those only; 
after a little time gives them credit without P anctua k industrious and trustworthy, and 
security than with it ; if that credit were not s ® curit y thinks more credit is given without 
in the market ; the ^ W ° uld be “uch less competition 

not be done; those whothu S |et credft ve BbtaS ^ balf tbe busi ^ ss would 
The course is this : the paAS sends foW S ofwitness ’ s a uction-room. 

self, or his clerk; he knows the money lent on each ^ the sale bim_ 

the public ; he considers the value of it and hide t ’ b .^ xammes 14 gomg out to 

takes home the goods. The pawX 0 ke ls I J! ^ i not sold, the pawnbroker 

witness the fees, “according toTeActlnln much , ; lf tbe y do buy! they pay 

them the net proceeds, deducting the commission ^ wv 6S W { tb tbem tbe next day ; pays 

and sometimes lie turns out to fie insolvent • Wi, a ltness bas to fo°k to the purchaser, 
Ftehufify, on an averege, 

them 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON PAWNBROKERS (IRELAND). 20g 

them are habitual frequenters, some of them casual; the greater number are not in the 
trade of buying and selling; if there be a rummage sale, as of furniture, or of plate and 
watches, a great number of strangers attend to buy; cannot give a direct answer to the 
question, whether it is the interest of the habitual frequenters to exclude strangers. Witness’s 
sale-room is open to the public, and is more large, lightsome and airy than the sale-rooms 
m Loudon ; the sale-rooms are large, and lit from the roof. The auction jewellery and. vlate 
are generally sold at night-, advertises the sales, “ Forfeited pledges to be sold at such a 
lime and place, and nature of goods stated, and published in two or three newspapers • 
auctions of plate and jewellery commence generally at eight o’clock in the evening • £ e ne- 
raily, one pawnbroker s goods occupy the night ; formerly, several sold on the same night 
The auctions are on fixed days ; Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays ; sometimes gets nothin! to 
sdl; generally one auction night in the week, sometimes two, sometimes three. Archbold 
officiated at the Rotunda division before witness ; thinks Chebury and Dodd were both em- 
ployed previous to witness ; Fmlay appointed Chebury ; violins and other musical instruments 
are sold, with plate and jewellery ; believes Wall was security for Edwards to Finlay • wearing 
apparel was sold both by day-light and candle-light ; the day sale commences at 11 or 12° 
it goes on till the lot is sold ; furniture is sold in the day, in the same way. Gives credit on 
every thing sold indiscriminately, on wearing apparel and all . Generally speaking the o-oods 
do not produce muck more than the amount they are pledged for ; the pawnbrokers are perfectly 
satisfied if they get the amount of the loan, and in fact there is great competition amongst 
them, advancing as much as possible, in order to do as much business as possible : o-enerallv 
speaking, the goods sold are those on which too much has been lent ; sometimes the goods 
produce a little over the sums due, and fees. The Stephen’s Green auction-room is in Bride- 
street, opposite Bride’s church ; the sale-room for the Rotunda is at No. 157, Capel-street - 
that for the Barrack division was in Church-street; the office is now vacant- that for the 
Workhouse division is in Francis-street. Witness superintends both his auction-rooms every 
day; uniformly sells plate, watches and books himself; does notsell plate and watches in Capel- 
street at all ; the pawnbrokers living in any one division may sell where they please ■ plate 
and watches have not lately been sold in Capel-street; has sold there since he held both 
offices, while bir James Riddell lived, and during Stanley’s time also. Witness’s commission 
is 1 s. in the pound, for lots under 40 s. ; if they sell from 20 s. to 40 s., oets l s 4 d - 
under 20 s., l s. 8 d. ; this is by the Act 28 Geo. 3. The first reason of selling particular 
goods in Bride-street was the room being larger ; another reason was, that the 3 credit was 
heavier on those sales, and other auctioneers had not capital as he had. The usual credit is 
one month ; nominally some pay by bills, some pay part cash ; the average commission 
in Bride-street, for a whole year, may be the other side 1,000 l, witness says upwards 
of 1,000 1., and m Capel-street, supposes upwards of 800 1, yet witness pays the 
same rate for each ; the expenses are heavier in one place than in the other. Some 
of the bidders for jewellery and plate keep watchmakers’ shops; some are working 
jewellers ; some go about as itinerants from house to house, and from shop to shop ■ some 
(he believes) go over to London and to Liverpool to sell low priced watches ; some are private 
bidders for their own use ; generally speaking, these are the smallest proportion. Has not the 
means of forming an opinion as to the proportion of goods which Burke sells in the Watch- 
house division ; has heard he also sells plate and jewels, and he holds his auctions also at 
night ; has heard it was stated here, that the rooms were filthy, and such, that a person who 
went once, would not go again ; the rooms are spacious and lightsome ; has heard it was 
said also, that there was an understanding between the pawnbrokers and the auctioneers as 
to the sales, and that fired witness to come forward ; the charge is grossly unfounded • does 
not think it could have occurred, that diamonds worth 9 l. were sold for 4 1. ; Mr. Lindley 
bid 5 Z. for a diamond ring ; it was sold for 5 Z. 5 s. ; Lindley said it was too much," and he 
only bid so much for a particular person ; has no hesitation in swearing that articles generally 
sell for their utmost value, and only wonders how the purchasers can make any thino- of 
them ; when witness looks at jewels or plate, he knows the value, so does the pawnbroker • 
plate in general is sold by the ounce ; the auctioneer takes no previous precaution to ascer- 
tain the intrinsic value, lie has not the opportunity; the pawnbroker brings his boy or his 
box,- and takes out the article, and sends it to witness, who then sees it for the first time - 
thinks there is no necessity for the auctioneer to take such previous precaution. ’ 



20th Decembeb 1833. 

Mr. Timothy Dooley sworn, and examined. 

Was a pawnbroker in Dublin, served 12 years to the business, and was 10 years or 
upwards in business for himself ; attended the auction-rooms ; these are the only places 
recognized by law for selling forfeited pledges, but there is a monopoly of them ; one 
auctioneer at present holds two divisions ; that belonging to the marshal, and that to the 
sword-bearer. Has been in the habit of attending other auctions. There is not so fair an 
opportunity for competition at the divisional auctions as at other auctions; the pawnbrokers’ 
divisions being in the hands of one person, creates a monopoly. The auctions are generally 
attended by the same individual brokers, who get credit , and it is the interest of the auctioneer 
to give them as many bargains as he can, at the expense of the public, as they consequently will 
be better enabled to pay him. Sold (when he was in the trade) with Mr. F. Bentley, and 
with John M'Namaia and Thomas M'Namara ; John is dead. Cannot say there was any 
0-88. D D 4 consideration 
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consideration given by the auctioneers to the pawnbrokers for sending goods to their room, 
but one of the auctioneers cultivated a friendship, through one of the officers of the head 
office of police, to annoy the pawnbrokers, by sending out officers to pawn goods before and 
after the hours regulated by law ; knows that officers went to pawn goods at the pawn- 
brokers at improper hours, in order to fine them, and did fine them ; one Philip Lynch, one 
of the officers of police, paid a man 10 s. a week to pawn goods in this way ; it is the habit 
of pawnbrokers to take goods at prohibited hours ; the magistrates of the head office have 
given liberty to open before the regulation hours ; a deputation of the trade waited on them, 
and witness, among others, got permission so to do ; the permission was given generally to 
the trade ; they got permission to open at eight in the morning, the legal hour being ten, 
and to keep open till seven in the evening ; cannot say what the hours were. Bentley and 
M'Namara kept the Rotunda division closed for nearly two years. Is sure it is an object 
witli Farrell to increase Bentley’s business. It is between eight and nine years since the 
magistrates gave permission to open at prohibited hours. The sale-rooms are open to the 
pub/ic, but they have not a fair opportunity of competition ; if a stranger bids, the brokers 
bid up the article to a great deal more than it is worth, to prevent his getting it; the 
pawnbrokers bid themselves ; they bid on the article until they find it pays them, and some- 
times buy it in. The system of selling at night is a very bad one ; thinks it not a time men 
can judge of articles. Sometimes plate and watches go above their worth, but, generally 
speaking, much under. There is a combination among the brokers, which prevents com- 
petition ; they are considered as one body ; they do bid against each other. The auctioneer 
has an interest to support the buyer to whom he gives credit ; if he sold for cash, both he 
and the buyer would he better off, and the public also. Burke, the auctioneer, acts in 
person. They are obliged to give a catalogue to the excise, but, from the number and small 
value of the articles, they allow many to send them in under the head of forfeited pledges, 
without specifying them in detail. 



Hugh M'Intee sworn, and examined. 

. H as done duty of divisional auctioneer for some time, about two years; it is three years 
since he commenced ; sold sometimes in Bride-street and Capel-street ; acts for Mr. Bentley • 
has a salary of 100/. a year; gave nothing for the appointment, which he holds at his 
pleasure ; is engaged six days in the week generally ; there are auctions every day ; a person 
of the name of William Hemming has a similar situation, but has only 1 1. a week; witness 
has to assist in marking the hooks, and to look for sales, which Hemming has not • it is a 
labourer’s duty rather; has to go to the pawnbrokers, to solicit them to send in goods to be 
soffi ; it is at the option of a pawnbroker to sell at any of the divisional offices he pleases • 
it is Bentley s interest to procure as many as he can to sell with him ; it is his duty to <ro 
and solicit, when Bentley cannot, hut he does very often. The sale commences sometimes 
at eleven o clock, and sometimes at ten, and later ; they have to wait for goods and buyers • 
the goods come in generally halj-an-hour before the sale, never the day before, except furniture 
or hardware, and that seldom ; the auction lasts two hours, sometimes longer ; the goods 
are sometimes withdrawn when they do not produce the money lent upon tlTem. Thf day 
auction concludes about four o clock ; sometimes later, even to six, and later ; the goods sold 
TH f ur "! ture ’ «“">« apparel, hardware, bedding, soft goods, tradesmen’s 

l gh l generally about half-past levin, and continues 

about an hour and a half. Witness sells no plate; Bentley sells all plate and jewellery 

BeTtlev a^SllL 36 S i * i Z m a ‘ “feW; it sometimes happens that he aj 

Bentley are selling at same time, m different rooms; this occurs seldom with him, but fte- 

Mreef hnt 1 “shince have there been two auctions going on in Capel- 

mom ’ ttL onl^han^’r ?e< !l, m Bn 5 3e - st ‘ e e t . and the two auctions ar! there held in one 
room , this only happens m the evening, and not every one 

^ i g T SS t m0Unt ° f sales at Bl ^-street in the year. Every sale is 
entered , this is by a clerk, who enters every sale, and a book-keeper Peter Rilev is the 

b °?M<n Per a f C f P o 'j treet ’ aud Flanagan at Bride-street ; Davis l clerk aTcapeLtreet 

hfseSoltri^Th?-, The Sales ““ - Capel-strtiX?d Xn 0 ^ 

come in- cannot ™ hut h!? /> ? re generally the same persons; strangers sometimes 
as ofiother^ui^tinn^i} , str f n S^ do not attend those sales as much 

SfcttZSTt not Hd ntthe 7 auctk>nsds iff! 1 ^ „ He 

EKxHS 

opportunity of valuing or cleaning up for sale. Mr. filevVives *' \ T* l 

knows, and he has security from some by letter of guarante/Lith If dt t0 ba 7 ers tbat he 
brokers sometimes buy plate, but not of die soft 4ods and thS 
themselves ; he sometimes walks in * =>, us ’ ana that sometimes pawned with 
attend the ’sale of p £% « ftan 7aS “ ** 

tell the gross amount of sales at both sale-rooms o/dther ofthXX'** 66 *' 

**—»"*« ft profiM, ant they are \ X^^^XgXdTupon^S 

they 
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they make unfortunate loans, are those which come chiefly to the sales • deaths or fail,,™ 
or living m the country bring also many articles to sale; man, “rtksU ■ 
classes; apparel, furniture. Sometimes whole nieces of cloth d 1 sold f , 11 

very few ■pawnbrokers become bankrupt or insolvent. ’ ‘ pawned - Hea> 'd of 

To Mi -.Senile}.] There are about 48 pawnbrokers in Dublin, it is under sn ■ tW 

nrttcles, by the goods being sent to the safe-room some time before sale. S ‘ 

•=§= 

The plate and jewellery is sold at night for the convenience of shopkeepers who could 
not come , some of the jewellers and watchmakers in Dublin attend frequently at the 

Z Z’^ J ' FlT °” Cred,t ' Thare is one »!>■> attends, and pay’s money she 

did get credit, but her payments were not satisfactory, so she pays ready mone”s?nce.’ 

Thomas M l Namara sworn, and examined. 

dWsionrsd^msdl?Er? r0ler ' for 14 years and upwards; he has acted in some of the 
£ ! al j th , e *“ e ’ some years 5 first, m the Rotunda division, and since in the 

SjJJESf ’ T-f deputy *° Middleton m the Rotunda division ; was continued by Sir James 

pmd MidXtoTZf ^ JOm ? ‘V 116 BiUTack di ™ i0 ”' ;hichia about 14 yearn ago ; 
Eg i i , u A ysar for tlle s «aation, and for one or two years 1201 Paid 
CWh S “V H rafe of i? 2 ? 1 • P aid J » aa3 “ 2 L British, Has helfthe anctionfta 
Hammo’nd' f d , Hammond s-lane ; has been obliged to change from Church-street to 

artfHSBBSt- ^^of^Sd^ ja 

SaSlTSelT T da y. exce P‘ Saturday; sells five days constantly ; does not sell on 
Sa urdaF diFZF >"ay day ; cannot now get pawnbroker, to ind in goods on 

Sds IrwitnesJ. Iy n wh ™ I he was m ° re active ’ and had more influence with them; 

1S witness s way ; does not commence until two o’clock, and generally closed before 

hllH 5 , Cga - .S rmerly at - SeVen 0r ei S ht in the evening, but for tl5 last yLr he has not 
on * aactlon ’ Jt was for the sale of inferior articles ; silk, plate and jewellery, still 

to twelve. ^ evemng ’ comm encing at eight o’clock ; has continued to eleven o’clock ; never 

wh?b7v e rs”ellFo° 0 ;f en r d , S “ chsaI f T gMenlll y ? h »P k «P«», and persons in the trade, 
cash hlivers r! , 13 °P ea to aU persons, and sometimes strangers, whom they call 

Fade 3 F P 7 " h ° r,* 1 ' 6 m0Sl "' elcome - The J S' a "erally Sredit persons i the 
fell tCto h od?Yf hepaw ”w r °¥ rsm rcad y mo "'y aie a m°»ntof sales. Generally 
brokers^ g d f ° ne P a ™ ta °ber separately; never intermix goods of different pawn- 

_ Bas , a cIerk r and “bsm e very sale, and makes a return in bulk of the articles sold once 
mrarth fo CUBt . om - house (excise-office). The return contains the amount of goods sold each 
Stnminh,X rIy T1 he "i a l>aa'flcd each article, but ten years ago the, got a privilege to 
TheF™ hmV T ’ ,e salas am °“”‘ 40 from aoo l. to 4001. a month. Makes no other returns. 
Tie pawnbiokera have their clerks with a book, in which they enter and check the sales - 
S e does not correct or check their books. About half of the plite and jewellery, he thinks’ 
paicfin the room ^ ^ CredltS ° f a week or lass ’ caah . bat °ne-fourt£ of it is not 

otw e a " oti °“ 3 are frequented by strangers. Gives no public notice by advertisements or 
Sirnti » pt f “, some particular sales where the pawnbrokers direct it. When advertise- 
rnents aie wanted, he has to pay tire expense of it; never refuses to advertise, when pawn- 

likeW 7„ r f ,Dlre ( u 0ften c sands no ? ce t0 the P ersons whom the y credit, when they are 
like y to have any thing of a large sale, which would make it worth while, or if a good article 
oi mate were sent in for sale. 

in f? wnbrokers fl '°“ otber divisions sell with him. He sells the goods pawned with himself 

OcraJonTh T h’ A P f S °“ „ tk ? . nama of D ', C <> m °r generally acts as auctioneer on such 
occasions, but he sometimes sells, himself, goods pawnea with him. 

not acted as auctioneer, however, for two years ; but so long as he continued to act as 
fV TrZT’ * f 1 ■ m 7 n ? oods ’ as wel1 as tllose of other pawnbrokers. He has employed 
„ t0 aC fk for um for abo ,^ t a >' ear ’ and a P erson of ' tb e name of Star, for the year 
D , oe A uot .personally attend during all the auctions, But is there some time every 
2' ■ he J lves P ersons iu the trade is one month, and at the end of that he 
fm vIa. tw ?£ thr , ee or four months; he is not particular with them. He never asks 
il?h i r0 lf a v° Ve P ersons ' mid m general does not find it advisable to take security, 
rne annuai profit of the sale-room vanes; there have been years in which he has made a 
El? * a u P ward f of ® 0( ? l - > ln the lowest, not more than 300 /. Does not make returns 
xj s n ° e jnarslial of Dublin. 1 here is not a bellman at the door giving notice of the auc- 
n f t ‘ i cneially speaking, the persons who purchase are habitual attenders. Pawnbrokers 
o o iy ’ sometimes buy their own goods. Goods come into the sale-room perhaps 

• °’ 88 - EE an 
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an hour before the sale commences ; does not catalogue ; he values them previously ; the 
pawnbroker sends them in with the sum affixed to each, for which it is pledged ; they do not 
always get that sum ; on wearing-apparel often do not. 

The plate sales on Friday nights run from 40 60 Z., 70 1, to 100/. It very often happens 

that there is a Friday without a sale ; two or three Fridays without one ; generally half in 
the year. 

The greatest sales are at Bride-street ; does not know any thing about Mr. Burke’s sale-room. 
Was on oath in the town-clerk’s office, when first appointed ; thinks Connor had also to 
take an oath. 

Pays, as pawnbroker, twelve shillings per annum to the marshal tor serving notices, which 
they never serve ; he could not serve them, as they are not given to him to serve ; the shil- 
ling a month is for returns. 

None of the pawnbrokers send in returns ; never make out returns to be sent to Par- 
liament ; never knew any pawnbroker that did, and does not believe it is done by any. 
They are all obliged to pay 3 d. or 4d., as the sum is, to the marshal, for each notice of any 
unredeemed pawn, when the address of the owner is known ; originally they paid this as 
they sent in each sheet, about once a month ; the sheets contain the address of the owners, 
the sura lent, and the money due ; latterly they have compromised this, and pay him a 
round sum, and send in as much as thay please ; they did pay 5 l. a year, but they 
now pay 6 1 . ; the present marshal raised it ; some who have but small business pay still for 
each article ; they also pay the marshal a guinea on commencing business ; witness pays 
only 12s.; has three pawnbroking establishments, three licenses, and pays separately for 
each ; does not as a pawnbroker pay any other person fees ; the town-clerk has fees on 
taking out the license ; does not know the amount ; does not give a bill of sale to the pawn- 
broker of the goods sold ; makes an entry of all sales, which he keeps. 

The notices are very regularly served by the marshal. The owners of goods do not in 
ordinary cases attend the sales ; has repeatedly known the owners of valuable goods to do 
so, and to request they might be sent in as quick as possible to sale, when they were not 
able to redeem them ; and he knows of goods sold, on request of the parties, before the regu- 
lar time had expired. 

Keeps an exact account of the goods sold for each pawnbroker in the month ; does not 
make a return of it to the registrar. 

Knows the law respecting the time of taking pledges ; is the 20th section of 28 Geo. 3, 
c. 49 ; it is not observed ; does not think it is strictly observed by any of the pawnbrokers ; 
it was felt inconvenient, as people might- want money before 1 0 in the morning ; his offices 
are kept open to five and six o’clock in summer and winter ; pledges are not generally taken 
in winter after six o’clock ; thinks there are pawnbrokers who receive goods after six o’clock; 
believes there are, and knows no bad result from it ; will not say he believes pledges are not 
taken at later hours ; thinks it ought to be put an end to, but the pawnbrokers are very cor- 
rect in their own defence, as they are liable to the forfeiture of the article, and a fine. There 
is not any secresy observed in taking pledges before 10 o’clock in the morning, nor any dif- 
ference made in the amount lent, or the interest charged ; but persons at the head of the 
establishment impress on their assistants to be very cautious not to leave them in the power of 
individuals. 

In making an account to the borrower, they charge the principal and interest and the com- 
mission on sale, which on small articles are 1 d. to the 1 s., &c., &c., regulated by the Act of 
Parliament; there is 1 d. charged for the ticket, if under 10s.; 2d. from 10 s. to 40. s, and if 
over 40 s., 4 d. If there is a new entry, or a fiirther advance, there must be a new ticket ; 
the old ticket is given up, and a new ticket made out for the whole sum lent ; the new ticket 
includes principal and interest due on the old, to the time of issuing the new, and interest 
then runs on the whole ; some persons are in the habit of entering the fresh advance on the 
back of the old ticket. 



Monday, 23d December 1833. 

Mr. Philip Lynch sworn, and examined. 

Isa peace-officer of head office of police, nearly twenty-six years; has had a good deal of 
experience of the pawnbroking business in Dublin. The magistrates of the office exercise a- 
control over pawnbroking, taking care that the offices are closed at the proper hours, and on 
abbaths ; they never interfere with the divisional auction-rooms ; witness knows nothing 
about them, nor ever Yisited them as a peace-officer. Some years ago notice was given to 
the pawnbrokers to keep shut on the Sabbath-day; cannot say how many years. In 1826 
some were fined for being open on the Sabbath, and at prohibited hours. There are not any 
particular officers appointed^ to inspect or examine pawnbrokers’ offices; they are sent occa- 
sionally, on complaints ; believes there have not been any fined since 1829 ; a portion of the 
fine, one-half, goes to the officer. A few years ago, the magistrates granted them the indul- 
gence of opemng at mne o clock, the legal hour being ten; the respectable pawnbrokers, 
Messrs. Smith, Whitcroft, Booth, Spence, and thinks some others, came to the magistrates 
about 1826 and stated that they were determined to keep the regular hours ; and, in conse- 
quence of the other pawnbrokers not agreeing to do so, Whitcroft, Booth, and some of them, 
sent out their own servants to pawn goods with those who would not comply with the 
regulation; afterwards they applied to the magistrates to appoint persons to pawn goods 

with 
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with them at prohibited hours, and on the Sabbath, in order to have them fined • the 
magistrates agreed to do so ; witness was one of the officers appointed, and hired a person 
to whom he paid 10 s. a week out. of his own pocket, and for the goods to be pawned ; gave 
them directions to go to the head division first, and then to proceed to the others ; always took 
care they should be back with the report before ten o’clock ; occasionally had more than one 
employed ; witness received his instructions from the chief constable, Mr. Farrell, and 

believes they came from the magistrates ; would not the report, if not brought in before 

ten, and in the evening witness gave them no goods to pawn until after the hours appointed 
by law ; there were occasionally other officers who got similar instructions from the chief 
constable; this system continued until 1829; believes that the taking away Mr. Wall’s 
license put a stop to it ; his license was taken away for repeated offences ; the people 
employed by witness to pawn frequently went to Wall’s house, and went more frequently 
against his house than any other; the pawnbrokers have, since that time, become more 
correct and cautious, and send reports of stolen goods now, much oftener than they formerly 
did ; it fell away by degrees. The fine generally imposed was 2 Z. ; it was sometimes 
reduced to 1 Z., and sometimes they were let off altogether on making promises; the 
officers got one-half ; believes the chief constable is entitled to one-tenth ; on one or two 
occasions witness paid him one-tenth, or two shillings in the pound ; gave no directions that 
particular houses should be visited, quite the reverse ; their instructions were to visit every 
house ; the summonses were in witness’s name ; this practice was done to enforce the regula- 
tions of the law ; some days had six or seven cases ; they frequently had that number, 
sometimes two or three ; could not say how much the fines in all amounted to ; would not go 
through the same business again for all he made by it ; had to pay the persons employed, and 
purchase articles to be pawned ; there were a great many of them he never released ; got the 
money lent ; the goods were various. There are no complaints now against the pawnbrokers; 
believes they still commit offences ; witness does not bring forward any cases of offences 
between nine and ten o’clock ; never gave goods out after seven o’clock. There are no 
means now adopted by the magistrates to prevent the pawnbrokers from being open at 
prohibited hours. There is not any person employed to pawn goods with them. There 
is not any officer appointed to visit the houses to see that they are closed at the proper 
hours ; the houses are very seldom visited except in search of stolen goods. If an officer 
saw a house open on Sunday, it would be his duty to report the fact. 

Knows Mr. Bentley, the auctioneer ; does not think he is a friend to Farrell or any of the 
officers; he gave every opposition he could to the pawnbrokers being fined; he was always 
present when any of them were summoned, and assisted in instructing their attornies’ counsel ; 
is positive that no instructions were given tc the persons employed to pawn at particular 
houses, or to pass by particular houses. 

Knows Mr. Smith, a pawnbroker; there were fines against him at first ; the pawnbrokers 
did not contribute to pay the men employed by witness ; believes in the beginning one or 
two lent him some silk handkerchiefs to be pawned. 

The men got directions to watch very closely the pawnbrokers who came forward to support 
the law. 



Monday, 30th December 1833. (Resumed after Christmas.) 

Mr. Samuel Smith sworn, and examined. 

Isa pawnbroker ; has been so for 1 5 years and upwards ; pays 1 00 Z. a year Irish, of license ; 
carries on his business at No. 9, Henry-street, and 89 Capel-street ; carries it on in both 
places; has two licenses; it is usual for one person to have different licenses to carry on the 
business in different places ; Mr. Whitecroft has two establishments ; Mr. Booth has also 
more than one establishment ; witness carries on business alone ; got his first license on the 
19th of May 1818, for 89, Capel-street, as he believes ; was not then in partnership with 
any body ; has never been; has borrowed money from individuals, when he had not sufficient 
himself, on bills of exchange, bonds, &c. 

Has, in some instances, paid more than the legal interest; has agreed to pay for the loan 
of money 10 Z. per cent., but never gave a share of the profits; Mr. Farrell is not a partner 
of witness’s ; never borrowed any money from Mr. Farrell ; cannot say he has had no money 
dealings with Mr. Farrell, for Mr. Farrell has sometimes borrowed money from witness ; 
sometimes small sums, sometimes large, but he paid him back again very shortly; thinks 
100 Z. is the largest sum Mr. Farrell ever borrowed from witness ; it has happened, perhaps, five 
or ten times, perhaps more, that Mr. Farrell has borrowed money from witness; his acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Farrell commenced, he thinks, in 1820 or 1821. 

Mr. Farrell never paid him any interest for the money, and generally kept it a very short 
time; he knows Mr. Bentley, the auctioneer ; he employs him to sell for him sometimes in 
Bride-street, and sometimes in Capel-street ; his establishments are both in the Rotunda 
division; thinks no sum lent him remained with Mr. Farrell more than a week; it is, 
perhaps, three or four days since he lent Mr. Farrell money ; he thinks it was the day before 
Christmas-day. 

It was more than a month before that that he had lent him any money, and before; and 
before that, perhaps six months, he cannot recollect particularly ; does not recollect the sum 
■ 0.88. E E 2 he 
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he lent Mr. Fan-ell a month ago, but two or three clays ago it was 20 Z.; the sum lent sir 
months ago was 100Z. 

The earliest hour he receives pawns is between eight and nine o’clock, and the latest in 
the evening is between six and seven. 



He sometimes attends the sales of his own goods himself, and sometimes sends a clerk • 
he buys, but not to a large extent ; the best buyers, generally, are what they call “ brokers’’ 
of old clothes, and other articles, who buy to sell again ; these generally buy on credit. 

He is secretary and treasurer to the pawnbroking trade ; the nature of that office is to 
have a little funds in his possession, to do any thing with that he may think advisable • has 
paid from the fund fines imposed on persons in the trade for misconduct, and sometimes 
lawyers for defending their cases; does not recollect any other purposes to which the 
fund was applied, except a dinner sometimes; the fund is created by subscriptions from the 
trade ; all do not contribute ; believes he never gave out of that fund any money to prosecute 
persons in the trade for offences ; in 1825 or 1826 the trade was a little refractory, and the 
magistrates called on them to keep the law ; the trade, generally speaking, did do so but 
persons of the name of Wall, Dooley, and several others, declared they would not and Wall 
said he would open and shut when he pleased. ’ 



^ deputation from the trade waited on the magistrates to procure them to assist in oblio-m^ 
Mr. Wall to keep the proper hours. Mr. Wall was summoned, and convicted, and went 
home, and continued to go on as before ; he was repeatedly summoned and convicted • thev 
had then a magistrate who declared that he would put down Mr. Wall, if he was as strong 
again as he was ; Wall had brought in counsel before the magistrate, and he thought it 
right to bring m counsel to assist the magistrate, and he did so, and paid him. He never 
remitted money to the police to assist them in prosecuting offenders ; never save monev nr 
sent money to any person for such purpose. He does not recollect whether he concerted at 
of Mr - WalI; the ma = istate wh0 said he "»* 
The pawnbrokers, e ven the best-conducted, do receive pawns at earlier hours than the law 

more a'lerHn'd “ “S' 7 at , time S' vcu to the peace-officers for being 

more alei tin doing their duty. Does not know whether Mr. Farrell ever exercised 

did U Tr m F n a “ Ct, ° ne ^ , ?° re than Sm ° tl,er ’ >* thi " k = “ d believes heS 
knows F ‘ S concemed m “y business but the duties of his office, that he 



He bays plate and other goods at Mr. Bentley's sales, to the amount of from 30 I to 100Z 

ist y S tirtrSlffigSte ^ t,K artiCleS ^ ^ 

The goods are sent into the sale-room from six hours to one hefwe th. 1 m, 

MrtX a f n tSt S f \ 

ImpperuTwil^phrte^^^ knowThe^abie^nt.*^ 6 °O ewe ^ er y ^e 11 tt is worth ; this seldom 



Michael Farrell sworn, and examined. 

soIeSlTetn^^ — V ff ».l Irish, and 

quarterly out of the fines upon cars and es ^„ 5 ° L j 7 ’ °„ 0I1S1S ‘ of 10 /., allowed 

pawnbrokers ; this was not 10 Z. last year. g ’ “ d 011e ' el S ht b of fines on publicans or 

l?™* P— - Witness ha, a 
the expense must be paid weeklv and as he + co . uatr y t0 support and protect in town; 
has been under the necessity of ^borrowino- ,f Ways ° et . tbe mone y at the Castle, he 

the purpose; this statement he wishes to Ll! ■ 1 ° n ^ y SUmS ° f mone Y from Mr. Smith for 
lending him money. ’ 111 conse( luence of Mr. Smith’s evidence as to 



Tuesday, 31st December 1833. 

Mr. John Whitecroft sworn, and examined. 

Is a pawnbroker, above forty vears Th» fee *u , 
witness’s time ; the fee paid to him by witness was ¥ S not been increased in 

yn-, 125. a year; that is all he pays, Jr ever did TW bUu ?? for 1 each monthly return, 

thenumber of pawns taken ; thesumlent on thet • kSfTl ? ake mont % returns of 
•Old, or the prices got for fhem; 

notices 
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notices of sales of articles pledged for less than 40s., and id. for those over Believes 1,» 
(the marshal) serves the notices regularly ; has heard he does. It is now a compounded sum 
and has been for the last four or five years, no matter what the number of notices is KeeDs 
Tmed 7be°5l alld ^ k ' eSP l l ' ee ' fuKl P ays tke sarl;e composition for each ; it is 6/. now, 

Sells generally at Bentley’s. Bride-street is in the division in which witness is ■ has sold 
all his goods with him ; has sold at Bentley’s room when in Capel-street. Thinks he saves 
money by the composition for serving notices. Witness believes other pawnbrokers resoS 
to the practice of serving the notices themselves, about 10 or 1 a years ago ; believes this 
was done to bring the marshal to terms. There is not, to witness’s knowlfdie, any office? 
of police peculiarly appointed to oversee the pawnbrokers; it is the business of all £ 
officers to watch them. Remembers, some years ago, several pawnbrokers being lined for 
keeping open their offices at prohibited hours ; it cost witness 10 i. 10 s. to assist tn pnttino- 
down the practice. Paid this fee to Mr. M'Kane, as counsel for the pawnbrokers wlm 
joined m prosecuting those who violated the law, and in articles which lie gave to persons 
employed to pawn goods with those who stood out, in order to their being prosecuted. 

Handed spoons to Mr. Lynch, the peace-officer, to pawn ; never got them back or the 
money lent on .them. The magistrates could not extend the hours 6 There never’was to 
witness s knowledge, any indulgence given to extend the hours to nine in the morning’ or 
an hour later in the evening ; knows that applications were made to the magistrates & and 
they refused to extend the hours. Believes the pawnbrokers do now open at nffie o'cloe k ta 
the morning, and keep open for an hour later; thinks the magistrates know it • thevdonot 
take steps to prevent it. ’ may ao not 

7 mo “* I 3 r makes , th em sometimes out ; he has not done so for three 

months ; has not been called on by the present marshal to make them. 

Thinks the pawnbrokers proceeded against, got more regular; understood that it was 

?x ay H??d 1S A dl iH r ° fthe if they open at nine, and keep open till 

, ? a ? d f cld ? d y * four years, heard of persons being fined for taking good/before 
10 o clock, but has not within two years. 6 B 

Never lent money to any peace-officer; does not think they ever"applied for money to 
him , never discounted bills for any peace-officer. Never gave any peace-officer any money 
01 any article or gratuity, except the articles given to pawn, as before stated. a ’ ’ 
Understands there is a society among the pawnbrokers ; has never attended any of the 
meetmp or dinners ; has contributed to the fund; subscribes monthly. Does not know 
n?t tel I fh hlS kno '; lad Se, take any proceedings to enforce the pawnbroking laws. Can- 
“ * *5. a , lly of tIle peace-officers belong to tile society, or dilie with them. Cannot 

say whether they have any printed or written regulations. He always thought 10 o’clock 
not an inconvenient hour for pawnbrokers to open. The pawnbrokers are Sot now S? 
“ h6 t? 5 ^ not , h “' d of ? ny complaints. Thinks the said club has been of advantavS 
f° * b„ ’ « J Yu “°? brf ° re th ? ? a B‘ at rates as formerly. Does not know that any persmi 
has been fined at the instance of the pawnbrokers belonging to that society, wlm<Sd not 
belong to it. Has heard that there are not more than half-a-dozen who ^do not helonw 
to this society. Has attended the auctions ; thinks the goods sold which he sent there” 

nral!ra7n|M. r ° l ' S P " CeS ! haS attended nish ‘ SalaS of P late i “ d b °° k sales, th?y 

Has attended other auctions as buyer. In his own opinion is against night sales but 
conceives that the description of the goods sold at auction sales bring nmehgreato prie?? 
than they would at other sales, because the auctioneer is obliged to give credit to the per- 
sons who buy, and who would not buy if they did not get such eredft. Is sure they offer 
larger prices from getting credit. Thinks they offer larger prices than the public geimralfy 
would give for such articles ; the articles generally want repair. r a y 



BELFAST, 4th January 1834. 

Henry Ferguson, Esq., Town Clerk, sworn, and examined. 

Witness has received fees from pawnbrokers in this town, for vettimr lli-man. c., ti, m 
Gets those licenses from Mr. John Judkin Bntler, the city marehalSf Dullffi wl, ' f s 
to grant the licenses under the Pawnbrokers’ Act. ^ ’ wh ° 18 entltled 

DuMbSthefir aPP °” ted ‘° Wn detk - kasalwa y 8 applied to the city marshal of 
The course is for witness to certify to the city marshal that the Demon nnU. «, .. 

lrXS?is“r 7 mn t ° f apon granting the 

o[88 h 1 fte anMld fees Ch ^ “*y marshal claiis fro! the pawnt 

E E 3 brokers. 
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brokers, without any charge to the pawnbroker or the city marshal. Witness conceives that 
he is paid by this fee for all after trouble. 

The city marshal sends down the receipts for the annual fee, and witness collects. [Produces 
a receipt, copy as follows : — ] 

J. J. Butler. J. J. Butler. 

By the Authority of Parliament. 



(King’s Arms) 



Marshal, Dublin, Regr. 



(City Arms) 



Received from Mr. Robert Patterson One Pound, the amount of my 
fees, and arrears for the returns of his office to this date. 

(signed) John Judltin Butler. 

N. B. — The above person not to be found. 

Witness believes, that before his appointment, nearly all the bonds were lodged with the 
county treasurer, at least he never got up any from the late town clerk ; any he got were 
from the treasurer of tire county ; and since witness’s appointment, bonds have been lodged 
with him, which were not filled up by him, and for the lodging of which, he did not give any 
certificate ; upon them he made no charge. 3 

Previously to the appointment of the present city marshal of Dublin, about a year since 
it was the custom for persons in Belfast wanting licenses as pawnbrokers, to send up to the 
city marshal in Dublin the names of the persons who were to be their sureties, and then the 
city marshal used to give them licenses, without any certificate from witness ; and he does 
not know if the city marshal got any certificate from any other person of the bonds having 
been lodged with witness, but certainly not from him. Witness, however, never knew of any 
one to practise as a pawnbroker, whose bonds he. had not in his possession. Witness does 
not know what the fee under the Act of Parliament is; never looked into it. Witness 
took a somewhat smaller fee than his predecessor had been in the habit of claiming, but does 
not know what the amount of that fee was. 

The annual fee charged by the city marshal, and paid by each of the pawnbrokers here, is 
ll. and that is paid yearly in advance. This, in witness’s opinion, is paid by agree- 
ment between the city marshal and the pawnbrokers, for the latter not being obliged to lend 
up monthly returns, according to the Act; witness does not know if they forward any 
returns to the city marshal. J J 

These are the fees which witness collects for the city marshal without any charge. Never 
collected more than one pound m the year from any one pawnbroker. Some two or three 
persons m Belfast have two houses under the one license ; they paid no fee, or entered into 
no additional bonds on opening the second shop, to witness's knowledge ; one was Mr. 

£ the 2," wl“,"| 1Sned: , Mf ' Ja ?' eS Sll,elis Ilas done the samc . ai “i 5 now in business 
mable h^t’o mkk. / not /$ nle “ lber others; witness has looked over his books to 
enable him to make a letum of the fees received by him from pawnbrokers for the last five 
years, and finds that the number for that period was 20, three within the last vear ■ witness 
never makes any charge for new bonds, which are to be perfected in ease of a widow or any 
of the family following the trade after the death of the person who ori^nally pS * 

There are S3 pawnbrokers in Belfast, and witness has the bonds o°f all ^ese persons in 

s. year since ’ but has 

rlSilS 

Bond Stamps - - _ - £ 4 — 

Fee to Marshal - - _ - ill* j 

Postages, Is. 9 d. and Is. 6 d. - _ q o-, ‘ 

Town Clerk’s fee - - . 2 15 1} 2 18 4 



Mr. 
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Mr. James Shields sworn, and examined. 

Witness is a pawnbroker ; produces his license, dated 5th August 1823. The bonds were 
prepared by Mr. Daniel, the town clerk ; paid him 1 1 1. fee for all. It was on getting a 
second certificate (which witness produces) that he and his son opened a second shop of the 
same date, 5th August 1823 ; although of same date, the latter was not got for some 
months after the first. Witness pays 1 1. a year to the marshal of Dublin ; the marshal 
wrote down some years ago to the pawnbrokers here, to make him certain returns, or pay 
1 1. a year ; the marshal ought legally to get monthly returns of what is done; it was 
a compromise of the strict letter of" the law by the marshal for It. a year. Witness has 
not made any returns since he began to pay this 1 1 . ; never knew of any returns having 
been made from the town, except one or two, about 12 or 14 years ago. Witness paid 
30s. for the second certificate ; this 30s. was sent to Dublin; there were other expenses, 
but in all much less than Ilf. 

Witness did not enter into any second securities upon engaging in a new fine, and opening 
a second shop, so there are now two pawnbrokers’ shops opened upon the security originally 
given for one. Witness wrote to Dublin to know if new securities should be given, and 
witness was told in answer by Stanley, the then town marshal, that if we sent 30 s., there 
was no need of any second security. Witness thought this was legal, as every other in 
Belfast had two shops upon the one certificate. 



CARRICKFERGUS, 6th January 1834. 

Adam Cunningham , Town Clerk, sworn, and examined. 

Witness grants certificates to the pawnbrokers, who look for licenses; the fee that 
witness gets is lZ. 6 s. 8 d. for filling up the four bonds ; this is the fee which witness thinks 
he is entitled to under the Act of Parliament ; the pawnbrokers here do not pay any 
annual fee, to witness’s knowledge, to the city marshal. 



William Reid sworn, and examined. 

Is a pawnbroker ; for several years paid 1 1. to the city marshal of Dublin up to the last 
year, from 1821, when he set up business. Upon the marshal being changed, witness sent 
up only 12 s. by a post-office order, as that would be the exact amount of the postage of the 
twelve returns ; stating at same time to the present city marshal, that if he did not take 
that, he would send the returns. When witness commenced business, he followed the 
example of all the other pawnbr oers, and paid his 1 1., in order to avoid the monthly 
returns ; in consequence, witness has never sent a return to the marshal since 1821 . Witness, 
always in January, received a circular letter from the city marshal, calling upon him to send 
his dues, on which witness used to send the 1 1. post free. Witness wrote, in the first 
instance, to the city marshal, to learn whether he would wish to have the return accom- 
panied with Is. each or the 1 1 . ; never received any answer until January next, when witness 
received a circular ; thinks, that before the city marshal was changed, that two other pawn- 
brokers sent but 10 s. or 12 s. each, but no returns. 



DUNDALK, 23d October 1833. 

Mr. James Fallan, Town Clerk, sworn, and examined. 

Has a salary of 20 1 , late Irish currency; has not any other emoluments, except fees on 
pawnbrokers’ bonds, and except further, as witness recollects, when Mr. (Captain) Gordon was 
returned for the borough ; he sent ten guineas to witness, which he understood was 
usually given at elections, and ten guineas to the sheriff. Witness holds the pawnbrokers’ 
bonds as town clerk. The fees depend on the people themselves ; some give 2 L, some 3 l. ; 
the Act of Parliament does not authorize so much. Does not know why the pawnbrokers 
double or treble the expense ; never got less than 1 1 . ; has got 10 1.; never got more, that he 
recollects. When the pawnbrokers get the license, witness fills the bonds, and on 
executing the bonds, they pay the money; has never seen a license; they tell witness 
they have got the license, and bring the stamps to witness ; witness fills the bonds, and 
goes with them to a magistrate to have the securities sworn. Witness does not pay the 
stamp duty out of what he receives. There is a general form of the bond, not deviated 
from. Witness claims a legal right to the fee ; witness does not claim any sum in particular, 
it is merely optional with themselves. There are very few of them ; recollects not above 
four obtaining licenses. There was once but one pawnbroker in Dundalk, as witness 
believes ; there are now but three. . ■ 

The pawnbrokers’ bonds are given to the town clerk in his own name. Witness 
never thought about it, that, if an action were to be brought on the bond, it should be 
0.88. EE 4' in 
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in his name; the pawnbroker and three of his friends sign the bonds. Witness has always 
o-iven the pawnbrokers a certificate, in a form tantamount to that read to him from 
26 th Geo 3 c 43, s. 30. The money of 1 /. or upwards includes all; witness has no 
second fee ; receives no fees for pawnbrokers’ auctions. None have got licenses or bonds 
from witness since he became town clerk. 



(A true copy.) 



(signed) Geo. Mathews. 



London, 22d May 1838. 



I3YE LAWS, with Rules and Regulations for the Government of the Mont db Piete, 
or Charitable Pawn Office, Limerick-, as revised and approved by the consulting 
Barrister of the Loan Fund Board, Dublin Castle, in terms of the Act 6 & 7 Will. IV. 

The principle upon which this establishment is formed, is to relieve the temporary wants 
of the poor and industrious, by advances of money upon pledges, guarding them from rapa- 
cious and usurious exactions ; and that the profits, after defraying the expenses of manage- 
ment, and paying the interest of the capital employed, shall be applied to maintain and 
extend the benefits of Barrington’s Hospital and City of Limerick Infirmary, the funds of 
which being thus so much increased, would enable the Governors to extend the sphere of its 
utility, not only by giving relief and comfort to the sick and indigent, but by assisting them 
after their recovery, or during their convalescence. 

The objects of the “Mont de Piete” are therefore purely philanthropic. 

The direction of the affairs of this establishment shall be vested in a committee, consisting 

The Lord Bishop of Limerick. 

The Roman Catholic Bishop of Limerick. 

The two Members for the City. 

The Mayor (ex officio). 

The Chief Magistrate of Police ; and 

Ten other persons chosen from among the body of debenture holders, and 
to be elected annually. 



1 . The members of such committee for the time being shall be named, and exclusively 
considered the managers or directors, and shall also be Hie trustees of the funds and pro- 
perties of the establishment. 

2 . Any three of the above-named committee shall form a quorum for the despatch of all 
business connected with the establishment. 

3. A general meeting of the proprietors shall be liolden once every year. 

4. The committee of direction to meet once in every week to receive the reports, examine 
and balance the cash, inspect the magazines, and transact such other business as may come 
before them. 

6. All general and special general meetings called by the directors shall be holden at 
such place as the directors shall appoint, and the chair shall be taken at the hour to be 
appointed by the directors for that purpose, provided the requisite number of proprietors be 
present. 

6. The directors going out of office on the day of the annual meeting, shall be consi- 
dered as in office, until the conclusion of the meeting at which their successors shall have 
been elected. 

7. At the annual general meetings the order of business shall be as follows 



1 . The chairman, or deputy chairman, shall take the chair, or, in their absence, a chair- 
man shall be chosen. 

2. The minutes of the proceedings of the last annual meeting, and of all intermediate 
meetings, shall be read. 

3. The report of the receipts and disbursements of the establishment, as audited at the 
weekly meetings of the committee of direction, shall be read aloud by the secretary, and 
submitted to the meeting for their approval. 

4. The chairman shall stale the names of the persons proposed to be elected to 
seree on the committee for the ensuing year, or of those proposed to be re-elected ; 

1 if no opposition be made, the persons so proposed as new members, or to be re- 
elected, shall be deemed and declared to be elected. 

, owf f »T y il 0 ?h 0S H i0n b jTa e ’ the efection shall he determined by a show of hands, 
ball ° tbe demanded by any ten proprietors present ; in which case, the chairman 
shall appoint two secretaries from among the proprietors present to superintend the 
ballot during its progress, and to report the result to the meeting b 

6. Any business which the directors shall then think proper to introduce, shall be 
entered upon, and discussed, aud the opinion of the meeting, if necessary, takei thereon. 



8 . After 
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8. After all business introduced by the directors shall hare been disnosed of it r, 
competent for any proprietor to make any proposition which shaThc Ef , b ,U , bs 
said meeting, and to g'iye any notice he may think fi? le S ally e,ltotamel at 

speyirthan^: upon‘ P"*? - 

resolution shall be allowed to speag a second til in repfy, l^ttdZte sfaffi 

10 . In case the meeting shall be adjourned, the business to be Iran cartel < 1 , j- . 
rtSnuL be S P ecifietr P revious, y to adjournment taking place, and shall bVeTred 

decYstashaU £ fiST’ d ° Ubt °‘' di * CUlt3 '’ “ “ Ppeal shaU be made “> tba whose 

at 'the annual‘me*etings. eral ‘ hs busbless sha11 ba conducted in the same manner as 

- At a }\ ^journed general meetings the business to be transacted shall be taken in the 
order in which it had been entered on the minutes of the meeting fmm » j • 

men, took place ; and all debates shall be done in ^ 

chairman shall be the same as at the annual general meetings. P 

j a 7 g ener al meeting, or at any adjournment thereof, no vote by proxy shall be 
df v w ’ ““If! SU ° h 1 ??? r sha ^ llaTe be ™ smt to lhe secretary before 12 Y’cloek on the 
aplmX be heH."' SU geMml " SUCh a l™ent thereof, shall |be 

in I /„ tWO pl '° X,es bs ‘cndered for the same pel-son, neither of them shall be received 
1 t. 16 ' V.7 P ‘°J y m ? y ’ at tbe P Ieasare of the proprietor giving the same, be revoked bv 
placY; addrcSSed *° the secretoy ’ a,,d t0 be received by him the day before the meeting takes 

17. No motion made by any proprietor for the repeal or alteration of any existing- bve-law 
or for enacting any new bye-law, shall be entertained at any general meeting mfeVthe 
same shall have been given at some previous general meeting by the proprietor“intendine to 

Svln Y" 1i m h °' d ° f? n0t '- Ce ” l wr . ltm & specifying the intended alteration, shall have l£en 
given to the board of direction by the proprietor intending to move the same 21 days at 
least before the day on which such general meeting shall be held. ^ 

1S ' , IPtbe re P eal ™ alteration of any existing bye-law, or the enactment of any new bve- 
law, shall be proposed by the committee of direction, such repeal or alteration, of such new 
bye-law, if carried at the meeting at which it shall have been proposed, shall be binding 
™ b ° ut c ; nfl ™ at ' 011 l but lf F°posed by any proprietor, the same shall not be binding 
unlesscoufirmed at a subsequent general meeting to be held for the purpose, at the distanc°e 

sene " al meetrag ' * hmLiagsha11 •£& 
IS. Notice of any motion for the repeal or alteration of any existing bye-law, or the enact- 
ment of any new bye-law, whether originating with the directors or otherwise shall be 
fixed np in the committee-rooin fourteen days at least before the meeting at which such motion 
is intended to be made ; and if it shall be necessary to confirm such repeal ! or alteration or 
such new bye-law, notice thereof shall in like manner be fixed up in the committee-room. 

20. In case any irregularity shall occur in the convening or holding any general meeting 
or m any election, or other proceedings at any such meeting, and the same shall not l5 
publicly noticed and objected to, all proceedings of such meetings shall be of the same 
force and validity as if no such irregularity had occurred ; but if an irregularity shall be pub- 
licly noticed and objected to, the meeting shall decide thereon, and such decision shall he 
nnal and conclusive. 

Committee of Direction. 

21 . Any director who may be desirous of vacating his office must send his resignation in 
writing, to the committee of direction ; and upon the acceptance of such resignation by’ the 
committee, and the entry of same on their minutes by the secretary, the office of said 
director shall become vacant, but not before. 

22 . The name of any person intended to be proposed as a director must be transmitted to 

the oecretary 21 days at least before the day of election ; and no person shall be eligible as 
a director whose name shall not have been so transmitted. ° 

23. The directors may make such regulations, not inconsistent with the Act or bye-laws 
as may appear to them expedient, which shall have the force of bye-laws until the next 
annual general meeting. 

24. The directors may, if they see occasion, suspend any of their body from acting as a 
member of their committee ; provided nine directors at least be present at the meeting 
at which such suspension shall be resolved upon, and that seven at least of the director! 
present consent thereto. 

25. Whenever the directors shall, in the manner hereinbefore stated, have suspended 

any of their body from acting as a director, they shall immediately convene a special 
general meeting of the proprietors, to be held within 21 days next thereafter; which meet- 
ing snail Have full power to remove from his office the director so suspended, if they shall 
tHink it expedient to do so, or otherwise to act under the circumstances as they shall 
tnmk nt. J 

26 ; The directors shall not, unless by the order or under the authority of a general 
meeting, suffer the common seal of the Mont de Piete to be affixed to any instrument 
excepting to debentures or other acknowledgments for money borrowed on account of the 
°- 88 - F F establishment, 
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establishment, or for other purposes immediately connected with it, until such instrument 
shall have been read and approved of at two successive meetings of the committee of 
direction, and a copy of every such instrument to which the common seal has been affixed 
shall be entered in a book to be kept by the secretary for that purpose. 

27. Minutes, of the proceedings of every meeting of the directors shall be taken by the 
secretary, or, in case of his absence, by some other person whom the chairman shall appoint 
for the occasion ; which minutes shall afterwards be copied fairly into the minute-book of 
the establishment, and signed by the chairman of that and the following meeting, and 
such minute-book shall be required to be produced at any and every general meeting. 

28. The debentures-book shall for all the purposes of the Mont de Piete be considered as 
containing a correct list of the proprietors, and of their respective residences, and of the 
number of shares to which they are respectively entitled ; and it shall be incumbent on each 
proprietor to ascertain that his name, residence, and the number of shares to which he is 
entitled, are correctly entered in the debenture-book. 

29. Eveiy letter relating to any matter concerning the Mont de Piete, which shall be sent 
by the secretary in name of the directors, or by the directors themselves, to any pro- 
prietor by the post, addressed to the said proprietor according to the name and residence 
entered in the debenture-book, shall be considered to have reached him, and he shall be 
deemed to have sufficient notice of the contents of said letter, and shall be bound 
thereby. 

30. The committee of direction shall 
Mont de Piete. 



possess supreme control of all the affairs of the 



31. They only shall have the power of signing debentures, receipts, promissory notes or 

other documents, as acknowledgments for money borrowed for the use of the establishment 
and shall sign cheques upon the Bank account. ’ 

32. The committee shall meet one day in each week to audit the accounts of the past 
vveek ; examine and balance the cash on hand; sign cheques for what may be required for 
the current week ; and examine the state of the magazines. 

33. Any three members of the committee of direction, who are Iona fide shareholders in 
the capital stock of the Mont de Piete, shall form a quorum for the despatch of all business 
that may be brought before them. 



Internal Management. 

34. Tie internal management of the affairs of the Mont de Pidtd shall be vested in two 
3secretary er3 ° nS ’ ™' “ conductor ' ' vll ° must be a licensed pawnbroker, 'and an inspector 

The conductor shall he™ the sole charge and responsibility of valuing all goods offered in 
eSshment ^ rcSp0,1S&e 6»° ds stored m * ba magazines * ‘he 

*b. 3 t. He , Sh ' 111 e eceil ’ e fr0m the comm ittee, on each day of their weekly meeting, or from 

teSTtoS?? 7 ’ TP 1 th t ?S“-“ d their behalff chequef upon the 

Bank account, for such amount of cash as he thinks necessary for the pledging of the current 
*“*• - «U books kept to record the 

&e^ e of U theeItMS^!° r Secratary sbaI1 consi3t ® a general superintendence of 

“T/narf^ 

sh^Ium%TlMce C ofcal a11 d , a,! 3', sl S n a ratam ” f *e operations of the establishment, 
with th? number of ‘ nledw«? • h j" d the , conmencement and close of each day, together 

necessar^and competent to ° f 211 assistants as ‘hey consider 
assistants shall Ebieet to the m tb e ^charge of their respective duties, which 
establishment. J h ‘PP™™ 1 of the ««™>ttee, and shall be paid by the 

salaries and wages be f xed b Y tbe committee of direction, and the 

each dtp ° f 

the .W-SSef ° f th \I' er8 °” s omployed under either of 

their department, and, if ’required a BuiSinWrtS ie P°‘ lfled to the head of 

on their own private business, such fea^m^tTe^obtaffilTfr 18 “f absence 

before the applicant can give up his charge * ™ bt ed from of their department, 
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42. The capital requisite to work tile Mont de Pi&d, shall be raised bv the issne , r 

debentures, varying in amount from 3 l. to 100 l. and upwards- nr hv .1 * 

may appear to the committee of direction most advisable^ tte 'welfare of tL e Sbhs taem 

43. Such persons as may be desirous of investing money in the canitil Tf 

Mont de Piete shall be required to lodge the same with the^imerick b?a“h ofthe Pra” 
vmcal Bank of Ireland to the credit of an account which has been opened W fa 
name of the committee oi direction, and called "Mont de Piete Account " P ■ ’ 

Per ? ons lod F“? “’““f °f Slid acconnt, will receive from the manaaer 

of the bank receipts tor same, m name of the committee of direction; which receims S on 
m'r® p - rese ? u d the ™P ec , t0 ‘' a " d aecretary of the Mont de Pietd, will entitle the folders 
with th debent " re8 > s ;Sf d b y * be , directors, countersigned by the secretary, and sealed 
with the common seal of the establishment, bearing interest at the rate of 6(.' per cent per 
annum, from the respective dates thereof (which debentures are transferable, without any 
3““*’ '? the terms ? f Ae.Loan Fund Act), and which debentures shall be payable to the 

ipt asssr of three months ’ af,er due sM 

ivrffr y 1 p.r ,y le " r *° th6 e * ect !. on of future committees to manage the affairs of the Limerick 
Mont de Piete, every subscriber of SOL to the capital stock of the establishment shall 
possess one vote, and a farther vote for every additional 501. ; provided, however, that no 
®"’^ Whaterer am0Unt he b »"^ d in the 

ontL tommilfrf7rec«r ^ Subscriber ° f «»'■ 8bal l ba a '%iMe to serve 

hnvo'l T ^ e directors shall possess the power of issuing debentures to such persons as may 
have lent money to erect the buddings of the Mont de Pidte, or who may have furnished 
mentor he ostebbshm ™‘; a ‘>d to the officers and servants of the establish- 

their salaries or wages ; provided that such arrangements be mutually avreed 
upon between the directors and the respective parties above named ; and the directors shall 

rr«to r ,h h rto h do p r r ofpaying off the 

Rate op Interest. 

48. The rate of interest to be paid by the Mont de Pi&e for money borrowed for its use 

shall not, under any circumstances, exceed the legal rate of interest in Ireland, and shall bv 
every possible means be kept as low as possible. y 

49. All loans made to the Mont de Piete shall be made on the security of the capital 

stock, funds and properties, and of the buildings. 3 p 

Operations of the Establishment. 

50. The operations of the Mont de Piete shall consist in lending money on pledges 
*\ are to be ( lo ^' ed the magazines, as security for such advances, and which advances 
shall be regulated according to the appointment of the conductor, or of the assistant 
valuators, approved of by him, and sanctioned by the committee of direction 

be»iSfobSeA reCeiVed ’ if th<S S ‘“ aileSt gl ' 0Und0f -Pi-on exist of ite haying 

52. Every pledger, if required to do so, must get some respectable householder to 
guarantee that the property offered in pledge has come into his hands by honest means 

53. I he limit of time for which advances are to be made shall be one year, reserving to 
the pledger the right of redeeming the property at any period before the expiration of said 
year, or of renewing the transaction at its close. 

54. Jn both the above-mentioned cases, the whole amount of interest due on the advance 

tin? pled bef ° re & en§agement can be entered iQt « between the establishment and 

55. Tie shortest period for which interest shall be charged by the Mont de Piete shall 
be one month. 

56. The amount to be advanced on the various descriptions of property shall be regulated 
as follows : on all articles or jewels of gold or silver, four-fifths of the actual value sTiall be 
lent; and on every other description of property, as near as possible to the two-thirds of 
their appraised value. 

57. The amount agreed to be advanced shall be immediately paid in cash to the pledger 
and at the same time a ticket shall be given to him, recording the period for which the’ 
advance is made, the name and residence of the pledger, the amount of money lent the 
description of property pledged, and the limit of time for returning the overplus. ’ 

58. In the event of the ticket being lost, the pledger must give immediate notice of same 

to the conductor, who will, if the property has not been already released, give the pledger a 
stop-ticket, which will secure the property from being illegally released. 6 

59 If the pledger be desirous of renewing the engagement at the termination of the first 
penod, or one year, the whole amount of interest due upon the advance must first be paid 
and the article re-valued; when, if any deterioration is found to have taken place, and’ 
winch is not attributable to the establishment, the pledger must submit to pay the estimated 
amount of such deterioration before a renewal of the transaction can take place. 

FF 2 Sales 
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Sales of Piedges. 

60. All pledges that are -unredeemed at the expiration of the period agreed upon shall 
he sold, to reimburse the establishment for the sums lent, and the interest due upon 
same, and the overplus (if any) shall be placed to the credit of the pledger. 

61. Under no circumstances whatever can any properly be exposed for sale at the auctions 
of the Mont de Piete, unless it shall have been pledged with the establishment, in con- 
formity with all the foregoing regulations. 

62. The conductor shall direct the sale of such goods to take place as come within the 
meaning of the agreement as to the period for which they were pledged, according to a 
statement to be drawn up and signed by the inspector and secretary himself. 

63. The auctions of the Mont de Piete must be announced at least 14 days before 
they are to take place, by public advertisements ; and, if it should be deemed necessary, 
printed catalogues shall be distributed, giving a particular description of the articles to 
be sold. 

64. If opposition be made to the sale of any article at the auctions of the Mont de Piete 
it cannot prevent the sale of such article taking place, nor is any other notice to be deemed* 
necessary to the opposing party than what is given by the public advertisements ; reserving, 
however, to the opposing party the right of stating his claim to the overplus that may accrue 
on the sale of the article after all the claims of the Mont de Piete shall have been satisfied. 

65. The auctions shall take place under the immediate direction of tire conductor, and 
of such auctioneer or appraiser as he may see fit to select, under the sanction of the com- 
mittee of direction. 

66. The commission to the auctioneer shall he paid by the purchaser. 

67. The rate of such commission shall not exceed five per cent, on the amount the article 
sold for. 

68. Besides the usual charge above named, there shall also be an additional charge of 
one per cent., in the event of any additional expense being incurred in advertising the 
property in question, and which additional one per cent, shall be deducted from the overplus 
accruing to the owner. 

69. Every purchaser must immediately pay down the full amount of his purchase, with 

all charges ; and in default of so doing, the article shall be again immediately put up to sale 
at the risk of the purchaser. r 1 

70. At the termination of each day’s sale, the auctioneer shall furnish an account of the 
goods sold during the day, stating the amount for which each article was sold ; and the 
cashier of the auction shall furnish his cheque account, which must correspond with the 
auctioneer’s account; and all cash received during the day for goods sold must be paid into 
the hands of the conductor before five o’clock on each day of sale. 

The payment of such overplus as may accrue on the sale of any article pledged at the 
Mont de Piete shall be made, on the production of the original ticket given to the pledger. 

?\Any overplus that remains unclaimed for two years from the date of the ticket shall 
then become the property of the establishment, in terms of the notice expressed on the 



o f ”; mf 4 "*• ini tegDlaW shaU be to •»* “ 

’till the branches ^ Mont de Piete must be deposited in the 

°f establishment every evening; and an account must be furnished by the 
dnv • tlf i f branC ? ° f mone y he ma y have received and paid during the 

mint wlAhf °l CaS f m hlS ^8 must be paid to the conductor of the establish- 
ment before the daily return be signed by the inspector and secretary and himself. 



Archibald Douglas, Inspector and Secretary. 



Directors, | 



J. 2V. Russell, 
Philip M‘Ardell. 
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To the Honourable The Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
in Parliament assembled. 



The humble Petition of Matthew Barrington, of the City of Limerick, 



Sheweth, 

THAT your petitioner has for several years past bestowed much consideration upon the 
operation and eitect of the system of pawning, as now carried on in Ireland : 

That his attention was directed to the subject from his impression that the present system 
was most oppressive upon those very persons whom it was intended to make the special 
objects of its relief : ^ 

That the circumstance of very enormous profits being drawn from the most indigent and 
necessitous, for the purposes of private gam, appeared to your petitioner an unjust pressure 
upon the poor, as well as a most serious evil to the community : 

That in Great Britain and Ireland alone is the privilege of pawning allowed to private 
individuals, and consequently in no other country do such abuses of the system exist as are 
to be found in this kingdom : J 

That in most other places the relief afforded to the poor by pawning is made productive 
of a double benefit, without the chance of fraud or abuse ; it not only relieves the 
necessitous with temporary assistance, but it provides other and more permanent aid for 
the support of the hospitals and infirmaries of each country; by which the great incitement 
for the increase of gam is the extension of public charity, all the profit derived from 
the poor being again returned to them in a provision for their relief at a period of Greater 
suffering. * 



From these and other considerations, your petitioner was induced to direct his attention 
to the subject, in the confident hope that some course might be devised by which the o- re at 
evils of this system, as existing in his own country, might not only be remedied, but that in 
effecting the remedy a great public good might be also accomplished ; and your petitioner 
hopes that he shall be able to shew to Your Honourable House that in the prosecution of his 
humble efforts, as far as he has hitherto been able to extend them, his most sanguine 
expectations have been exceeded. ° 

In calling the attention of Your Honourable House to this important subject your 
petitioner begs briefly to refer to the original institutions which led to the introduction of 
pawning as a mode of relief, in order to shew that their principal object was that of 
assistance to the poor ; that from those institutions have proceeded in later times “ lending 
houses,” and subsequently, establishments called “ Monts de Piete,” all of which have 
retained so much of their original design as still to confine the application of the profits 
derived from them to the support of houses of charity. “ 

The first institution of this kind can be traced to a period before the Christian era • in 
modern Italy the popes greatly encouraged these charitable objects, and the name “ Mons 
Pietatis ” was given to them in that country. 

At first, money was lent without interest to the poor, provided pledges of sufficient 
value were deposited to secure repayment, but it was soon found necessary to advance 
money, not only to those who were poor, strictly speaking, but also to the industrious small 
trader and artisan. 

The popes of that day allowed the “ lending houses ” to receive interest, which had 
before been objected to ; and for the purpose of raising sufficient capital, a moderate interest 
was secured to those who made advances for that purpose. 

These “lending houses” continued to give and receive interest. 

At later periods establishments of this kind were formed in different countries: at 
Auremburgh in 1498; Amsterdam, 1568; Augsburgh, 1591; Brussels, 1619 ; Antwerp 
1620 ; Ghent, 1623 ; and after much effort, the “ Mont de Piete,” at Paris, was established 
by a royal ordonnance of Louis XVI. in 1777. 



The laws regulating these establishments were subsequently revised and amended in 
France : by the “ Code Napoleon” it is declared, “ that no house of loan or security should 
be established but to the profit of the poor, and with the sanction of the government;” and 
it declares that the object of all these institutions should be “ to lower interest to the poor, 
and turn profit to the hospitals.” * 



After this period these institutions spread rapidly through France and every other part 
of the continent of Europe, and all other pawnbroking establishments were superseded. 

The “ Mont de Piete ” of Bourdeaux has been peculiarly prosperous, and one of the 
finest hospitals in Europe has been built and endowed from its profits. 

0.88. G G Moscow 
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Moscow also possesses one of the most splendid institutions of this kind in the world 
supporting a foundling hospital of great extent and usefulness. 

The poor of Antwerp have been raised from much misery, consequent upon the disasters 
of the late siege, to a state of comparative comfort through the means of its “ Mont de Pi6te.’’ 

The principle upon which these establishments have been formed is to relieve the 
temporary wants of the poor by advances of money upon pledges, at the same time 
securing them from rapacious and usurious exactions ; and that after defraying the expenses 
and paying the interest of the capital employed, all further profits should become a fund 
for the benefit of the very class of persons from whom such profits are derived and 
be devoted to their maintenance and support when sickness and disease prevent them 
from pursuing their usual occupations. 

In the countries here alluded to, private individuals are prohibited from carrying on the 
trade of pawnbroking : it is at the “ Mont de Pietc” alone that money can be obtained on 
pledges; to them the poor mangoes with confidence that he will there receive the full 
value on the article deposited ; that no advantage will be taken either of his ignorance or 
necessities, and that while obtaining the - temporary accommodation he may require, he 
is at the same time contributing to a fund which will minister to his necessities in the time 
of distress and sickness. 



Your petitioner would now turn to the British dominions, where alone the lending of 
money on pledges is permitted to private individuals, and though at various periods the 
most strenuous efforts have been made by the Legislature to regulate the rate of interest 
yet it is found impossible to prevent the most gross abuses on the part of pawnbrokers. ’ 
If it be urged that pawnbroking, or the lending of money on pledges of property, is in 
itself an evil, it must be admitted, on the other hand, that in the existing state of society 
it is one that cannot altogether be avoided, and that, therefore, the next best thin"- to its 
abolition, is to place the system under such restrictions and management as will tend to 
make its profits available to the necessitous without fraud or oppression. 

Your petitioner, therefore, from the mass of evidence he had collected, bein°- convinced of 
the eligibility of such establishments, as a certain means of providino- funds for public 
charities, determined on making a trial in the city of Limerick, with a view to contribute 
to the mfirmaiy of that city sufficient funds to maintain and extend its benefits : he caused 
suitable buildings to be erected at his own expense, and sent competent persons to Paris to 
obtain the necessary information as to the mode of conducting the “ Mont de Piete” of that 
city ; and such persons having made themselves conversant with the system of manage- 
ment there the Limerick “Mont de Piet6” was opened, under their management, in the 
month ot March last, subject to the control of a committee consisting of the two members 
lor the city ; the mayor and chief police magistrate ; the Protestant 'and Roman-catholic 
bishops, and ten other gentlemen: a capital of 4,000/. was raised by debentures, bearing 
interest at per rent and the business of the establishment commenced on till 
13tli ot March last; it has now been more than eight months in operation, and your 
fomple" ‘ S m “‘ h ° PPym St “ tmS Y °“ r H °“ ourable House ‘ ba t sueiess has been most 

° f Liraeticp ; ia “ y e ‘ b “t lb « circumscribed theatre of this experiment, 
its beneficial effects, even in that limited sphere, are most striking, as regards both the 
r 6 rebef ! b “‘ there are yet higSer considerations which 

for h iHslmdS I ™ the , the Government in its progress, 

tor it aftords undeniable evidence of the salatary operation of a principle applicable to tile 
nation at large ; ,t tends to remove effectually the great evil ofX present system of 

when ?r bl l5r HlC ? t !S co *>? tr y b y scourging the poor and defrauding the 
revenue, and when, m addition to the vicious principle of ptuvnbrokino- as now existing 

thl.fts ‘ nothW 'eoLem ^ pr °™ d to exist hl its P^ctice are considered; 

investigation. 1111 ^ d ™ th tbe mteTests of 0“ P°°r that more loudly calls for 

During the short period that the Limerick “ Mont de Pietd” has been at work 70 000 
fSenti " mt ° ,tS m ” gazbes ’ "P°n which the sum of 13,000/. ’has 



receLdbark mber ’ 51 ’°°° lave been released - which the sum of 8,000/, has been 

con^orate^tile^'iew ^ou^petifiomw 1ms takernof the\>enefri? y f tip ^ “ d m ‘ Ut Mly 
classes of the community, is the fact that sk-sevLffisof the whSf the P a°- 

sums under five shillings on each pledge. sevenths ot the whole amount advanced is in 

aniUt ma7fe e taken d as“a' feir ayer^fSS ^ ^ mi>y be b “ e ““tinned, 

On 
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3U d- ?£ - 1 . 37 1 ‘ 2S ' 8 ! d ' rel . eased 011 * e da Y alluded to, the interest charged by the 
Mont de Piete amounted to 3/ 3 s. 2 I d.; while on the same sum, if released at a 
pawnbrokers, there would have been charged 9/. Is., thus effecting a savino- of 
51. 17 s. 9ha. to the poor on a sum of 137/. 2s. 8| \d. ° 

Your petitioner has great pleasure in stating to Your Honourable House that already the 
poor, not of Limerick alone, but of the surrounding country, are rapidly becoming aware of 
the advantages held out by the “ Mont de Piete;” that they crowd to it in numbets to avail 
themselves, not for the advantage of the lower rate of interest alone, but from the 
satisfaction of knowing that the profits are employed for their own advantage, by supplvino- 
funds for the support of an hospital built for their relief, and also from the additional 
assurance that all surplus arising from the sale of their own goods will honestly be held 
at their disposal for two years, which is seldom done under the present system of 
pawnbroking. J 



That in the preamble of the Act of 26 George III., c. 43, (which is the first Act relating to 
pawnbroking in Ireland) it is stated, “ That lending money in small sums on pledges or 
pawns would prove extremely convenient and advantageous to the lower order of traders 
artificers anjl others, provided that such borrowers were not liable to imposition or extortion 
for unreasonable interest-money, or for any unwarrantable charge or demand whatsoever 
by this Act, pawnbrokers are required to take out licenses, and to give securities, but 
which enactments are scarcely ever attended to ; and the marshal oflhe city of Dublin 
corporation, whose ordinary duty is to execute the process of the local court, is appointed 
register of pawnbrokers’ licenses in Ireland : all pawnbrokers throughout the country are 
required, under a penalty, to send this officer monthly returns upon oath of the sums lent by 
them, on each of which he is entitled to a fee of one shilling. 

These returns are required to be laid before either House of Parliament the first week in 
each session ; yet no returns are ever made to Parliament ; as the marshals have been in the 
habit of acting on arrangements with the country pawnbrokers not to require any returns 
upon their payment of one pound yearly; so that the whole beneficial effect of the statute is 
evaded, there being no return nor bill of appraisement, no sale-book, and no auctioneer's 
sheet, although all such are directed to be kept by the pawnbroker for the security of the 
person pawning. 1 

This evasion or neglect of the law leads also to a very considerable loss to the revenue of 
the country ; for the duty payable to the Crown on sales is now actually lost to the public, 
as, with few exceptions, no auctions are ever held by pawnbrokers. ” 

It is also worthy of remark, that “ Monts de Piete” being conducted by persons having 
no selfish ends to serve, render most important assistance to the magistrates in the detection 
of thieves ; a fact to which the magistrates of Limerick can bear ample testimony, as 
since the establishment was opened a great many persons have been handed over to the 
police authorities who had offered stolen property in pledge. 

These establishments also operate as a check to drunkenness, pledges being always 
refused from intoxicated persons, or from such as can be ascertained to have come for the 
purpose of raising money to minister to their vicious habits. 

Your petitioner submits, that as the necessity of resorting to pawnbrokino; is an evil 
which cannot be altogether prohibited, it is the more imperative for the wisdom and 
fostering care of Parliament, in a matter thus vitally affecting the welfare of so large a 
portion of the community, to mitigate as far as they can the evil, by converting the 
principle to a good end. 



And your petitioner humbly conceives from what he has stated, that the system of 
“Monts de Pidte” is eminently calculated to accomplish the double good of effecting for 
the poor a great mitigation of their misery, and at the same time of raising an immense 
fund for the extension of the sphere of charity. 

From the documents in the possession of your petitioner, it appears that there are in 
Ireland 700 pawnbrokers, whose profits, after paying all the charges on their business, may 
be fairly averaged at 900 1. per annum each; making a total amount of 630,000 1. per 
annum, which enormous profit comes from the distress and misery of the poor, and a 
slight illustration of the mode in which the interest is charged will fully corroborate this 
assertion. 



Pawnbrokers are allowed to take 25 Z. per cent, per annum, besides the allowance 
for duplicate tickets : 

This is on the supposition that the pledge is not redeemed before the expiration of a 
month, but the practice is otherwise ; as the most distressed persons frequently redeem 
the pledges within the week : it is a common habit to deposit some article of apparel on 
the Monday morning, which is redeemed on Saturday night, to enable the individual to 
make a decent appearance on the Sabbath, and many articles are pawned on Saturday 
morning to enable the labouring poor to purchase in the early market, and redeemed again 
on receiving their wages at night, by which means they avoid the necessity of purchasing 
from huxters at night at higher prices ; but as the lowest charge of interest by that 
Act (and the amendment thereof, 28th George III., c. 29) is for a month, and as it is 
the habit to redeem within the week, the charge, including the price of the duplicate, 
(without calculating compound interest or the interest on a shilling where only a fractional 
part is given, and for which interest is charged as if the entire shilling had been lent,) 
0.88 G G 2 will 
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will amount in the cases of those in the greatest want to 6.30 1. per cent, per annum • and 
thus for every 100 l. lent by the pawnbrokers in shilling loans, redeemed in the week at 
compound interest, will amount to the almost incredible sum of 45,690 l. is. O^d. in 
one year, which might, therefore, by law be taken from the poorest and most wretched 
class. 

One shilling lent and received in the week by a pawnbroker pays the same as if for a 
month : viz. 





| Per Week. 


Per Month. 


Per Year. 


One shilling per week, one halfpenny in- 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


terest, and one penny for the duplicate, 
is ------- 


- - n 


- - 6 


- 6 6 


One pound lent in shillings pays teupence 
interest, and one shilling and eightpence 
for duplicates, is - 


- 2 6 


- 10 - 


6 10 - 


One hundred pounds lent in shillings, pays 
four pounds three shillings and fourpence 
interest, and eight pounds six shillings 
and eightpence duplicates, is - - - ^ 


12 10 - 


50 - - 


650 - _ 



The “ Monts de Piete” were established to remedy these evils, and for the purpose of 
making advances to the poor on deposited pledges at a fair and equitable rate of interest 
and applying the profits to charitable purposes. 

Thus from the poor of Ireland, under the present system of pawnbroking, is a fund of 
enormous amount raised. 

Under these circumstances, therefore — 

Your petitioner does most earnestly entreat that Your Honourable House will 
appoint a Committee to inquire into the existing state of pawnbroking in 
Ireland ; with a view to remedy its great abuses, to securing the payment 
of the duty to the Crown, and to consider the expediency of extending 
the “ Mont de Piete” system throughout Ireland, as an auxiliary to any 
legislative enactment for ameliorating the condition of the poor. 

Mat. Barrington. 
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PAWNBROKERS’ AUCTIONEERS, DUBLIN. 

( Vide p. ill, Quest. 1966.) 

AMOUNT of Return of Sales, for the Year 1837, by the following Auctioneers. 



TV. F. Bentley, at Bride-street, for St. Stepliens-green Division. 





PLATE, &C. 
at 6d. 


SUNDRIES 

at 10 d. 


TOTAL AMOUNT 
OF SALES. 


— 


January - 
February - 
March - 

April ... 

May - 

June ... 

July .... 
August - 
September 

October ... 
November - 
December - 

£. 


£. s. d. 

146 7 if 
167 ig 85 
199 1 i 
204 10 g* 
■95 18 2i 
166 1 4} 
■95 6 
84 9 1 

283 19 8 
289 6 11A 
270 1 4" 
454 13 


£. s. d. 
g6o 12 10 
1,042 7 10 
1,080 19 1 
908 - 11J 
1,084 10 -i 
1,028 15 8 
969 17 6 
887 7 7J 

1,139 8 

884 8 io| 
1,100 - li 
1,288 9 7* 


£. s. d. 
1,106 ig 11J 
1,210 7 6f 
1,280 - 2 
1,112 11 9 
1,280 8 4 

1,194 17 -h 
1,165 3 6J 
97i 16 
1,423 8 31 

i,i73 15 10 
1,469 1 5h 
1,743 3 4 


Amount of Duty : 
At 6d. - £.56 8 lof 
tod. - 519 14 111 


2,657 15 2 


12,473 18 


15,131 13 nj 


£.576 3 10 



TV. F. Bentley, at Capel-street, for Rotunda Division. 



January - 


- 


774 14 7 l 


774 14 7i 




February - 


- 


603 8 il 


603 8 lj 




March - 


- 


760 10 


760 10 






- 


785 1 3 


785 ■ 3 






- 


832 6 ih 


832 6 lj 




June ... 


- 


866 5 7* 


866 5 7I 




July - 


- 


741 9 5i 


741 9 5h 




August - 


- 


744 18 - 


744 18 _ 




September 


- 


731 4 3 


731 4 3 






- 


835 2 6 


835 2 6 




November - 




983 16 iof 


983 16 10J 




December - 


' 


655 4 2 


655 4 2 




£. 


- ' - 


9,314 1 -h 


9,314 1 -§ 


Duty - £.388 1 8f 



Rodolphus Bourke, at Francis-street, for Workhouse Division. 



January - 
February - 
March - 

April - 

May - 
June - 

July - - 

August 
September 

October - - - 

November - 
December - 

£. 


17 7 6 
99 17 - 
38 14 1 

73 13 6 

48 4 1 

41 17 5 1 

4 13 2 

42 8 4 
32 11 1 ; 
11 11 4 
11 13 2 
30 17 5 


1,095 16 7 
984 17 6 

1,303 5 1 

1,161 19 7 
1,362 13 10 
1,320 17 - 

1.251 15 10 
1,266 7 1 
1,245 17 1 

1,488 2 6 

1.252 8 4 1 
1,424 4 9 1 


i,”3 4 1 
1,084 14 6 
1,341 19 2 

1,234 13 l 
1,410 17 n 
1,362 14 5 
1,256 9 - 
1,308 15 5 
1,278 8 2 
1,499 13 10 
1,264 1 6 
M55 2 2 


Amount of Duty : 
At 6 d. - £. 1 1 6 3 
10 d.- 631 11 lof 


453 8 1 


15,158 5 2 j 


15,610 13 3 


£.642 18 if 



John Dodd's Sales appear of a general character, and his residence is in Sachville-street, not in 
Barrack Division. 



Dennis O’Connors Sales, at Chancery-place, appearing like Pawnbrokers’ Goods, are given. 



January - 


. 


100 


17 


8 


667 7 


1 


7?9 4, 


9 




February - 


- 






- 


382 16 


11 


382 l6 


11 




March 


- 


- 




- 


449 19 


5 


449 19 


5 




April 




48 


3 


2 


329 4 


5 


377 7 


7 




May- 


- 


41 


10 


1 


481 l 


5 


522 11 






June 




42 


5 


— 


419 2 


7 


4B1 7 


7 1 




July - 


- 






- 


43S 14 


3 


436 14 


3 




August 

September 


. 








474 18 
435 16 


11 


474 >8 
435 *6 


11 


Amount of Duty : 


October - 




- 


- 


- 


510 6 


- 


510 6 


— 


At 6d. - £.7 11 7 


November - 
December - 


• 


70 


6 


8 


484 1 

316 14 


3 

4 


554 7 

316 14 


11 

4 


10 d. - 224 10 1 




£. 


303 


2 


7 


5,388 2 


7 


5.691 5 


2 


£.232 1 8 



The above is an Extract taken from Auctioneers’ Returns in the Excise Office, London, ordered by 
the Select Committee of the House of Commons on Pawnbrokers, Ireland, 31 May 1838. 

Tho s Chf Flaxman. 
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IRELAND (Excise), MALLOW COLLECTION. 



AN EXTRACT of Pawnbrokers’ Auction Sales, by the following Auctioneers, 
in the Year 1837 . 



auctioneers’ names. 


place of sale. 


DATE OF SALE. 


AMOUNT 
SOLD AT 10 d. 


John Quain - 


Mallow 


1837 . 

3 February- 


£. s. d. 

2 3 9 


Ditto - 


ditto 


6 June - - , 


29b 


Ditto - 


ditto 


16 October - 




Ditto _ 


Kanturk 


5 May 


2 7 - 


Ditto - 


ditto - - ; 


21 &. 23 November 




Richard Winn - 


Mallow 


23 September 


3 3 5 


Ditto ----- 


Kanturk - - , 


4 December 




Richard Cox - 


Youghal 


6 March 




David Cunningham 


ditto - - | 


1 March 


9 7 


Ditto ----- 


ditto 


23 May 




Michael Dennehy - - - 


Midleton 


7 June 


6123 


Ditto - 


Youghal 


25 April 


6 - U 


Ditto ----- 


ditto 


6 to 10 November 




Ditto ----- 


ditto 


12 & 13 December 




Michael Cashman - 


ditto 


2 to 19 October - 


H 3 9 -k 
56-8 


Henry B. Sandham - - - 


Fermoy 


25 February - 


Ditto ----- 


Charleville - 


17 March 




Ditto ----- 


Fermov 


1 April 




Ditto ----- 


Mitchelstown 


2 May 




Ditto - 


ditto 


21 July 




Ditio ----- 


Fermoy 


30 September 


817 


Ditto ----- 


ditto 


2 to 7 October - 




Ditto ----- 


ditto 


9 October - 




Ditto ----- 


ditto 


21 to 31 October - 




George Sandham 
Ditto ----- 


Kilfinane 
Charleville - 


2 May 

20 September 


1° 3 9 


Ditto ----- 


ditto 


30 Oct. to 1 Nov. 


17 18 6J 
3 3 is 
64 s s 


Ditto - 

Charles Daly - - - - 


ditto 

Mitchelstown 


4 November - 
30 October - 






±\ 


96l 19 l£ 
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IRELAND (Excise), MALLOW COLLECTION. 



AN EXTRACT of Pawnbrokers’ Auction Sales, by Sundry Auctioneers 
in the Year 1837 , 



AMOUNT of Pawnbbokeks’ Auction Sales, at each place in Mallow Collection, 
m the Year 1837 . 



PLACES OF SALE. 


number of 

SALES AT EACH 
PLACE. 


AMOUNT OF 
ARTICLES 
SOLD AT 10 d 


DUTY PAID. 


Mallow - 

Kanturk - - - - - 

Youghal - 
Midleton - 

Fermoy - - - - - 

Charleville - - - - 

Mitchelstown - 

Kirfinane - - - - 


Six - • - 
Three 
Seven 
One - 

Six - - - 

Four 

Three 

One 


£. s. d. 
11 1 1 
11 3 9 
217 4 n£ 
6 12 3 

471 17 10 
77 19 - 
155 16 6 
10 3 9 


£. s. d. 

- 9 2 | 

- 9 4 
9 - 

- 5 6 

49 13 3 
3 5 - 
6 9 9 

- 8 6 




£. 


96 * 19 Lj 


40 1 6 



Tho' Ch * Flaxman. 
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INDEX. 



N.B .— In tlie following Index, Rep. refers to the page in the Report, the Figures following the 
Names refer to the Questions of the Evidence, and App. p. to the page of the Appendix. 



A. 

Accounts: 

It would be very useful to enforce a proper mode of keeping Pawnbrokers’ accounts, 
Aikin 1256. 

See also Auctions, 3. Book-keeping. Inspection of Books. 

Actions. A person aggrieved by a pawnbroker has a right of action, Mathews 29. 

See also Penalties. 

Advances. Proportion of value usually lent on pledges in Belfast, Aikin 1348 In 

Galway witness advances usually about one-half, or less, of the value of goods, Welsh 
1438— — In Limerick, the Limerick Mont de Piete lends a smaller sum, in proportion 
to the value of the pledge, than other pawnbroking establishments, and the owner is 

more anxious to redeem it, Haynes 230-246 Proportion advanced on the value by 

the Limerick Mont de Piete on hard and soft goods ; they do not attempt to compete 

with pawnbrokers, by advancing nearly the full value, Haynes 406-408. 446-452— 

The proportion advanced is the same at the Monts de Piete at Paris and Limerick, 

Douglas 513, 514 Advantages of advancing a small proportion only of the value in 

connexion with a diminished rate of interest, Barrington 711-725 The Limerick 

pawnbrokers advance a larger proportion than the Mont de Piete, which is a great con- 
venience to the poor, Homan 859, 860 It induces them not to redeem their pledges; 

they sometimes buy them for less than the sum advanced, Homan 861 — —Proportion 
usually advanced, Homan 934-938. 

See also Releases. 

Aiken, Mr. Reference to his evidence as given before Poor Law Commissioners, App 
p. 143, 144. 

Aikin, Arthur. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Pawnbroker in Belfast, 1247 Deputed by 

the trade there to represent their sentiments, 1 249 Difference of opinion among the 

trade as to licensing, 1 252 Any mode which should ensure a good inspection, and 

enforce a proper system of keeping accounts, would be useful, 1256 Examination as 

to witness’s mode of book-keeping, 1262 No releasing-book kept by witness, nor by 

any other person in Belfast, 1280 The auctioneers’ books is the only mode of reference 

for ascertaining the sale of goods, 1292 Traders should not be allowed under any 

proposed regulations to sell goods ; they should be invariably obliged to take goods to 

auction, 1304. 1319 Notice should be given in every duplicate of the date on which 

the goods will be sold, 1306— —Examination as to legality of pawnbrokers’ charges as 

to interest, 1307-1318 Evidence as to surplus payments after pledges have been sold 

by auction, 1321-1338 Bonds necessary to be given by pawnbrokers, 1339 Often 

not complied with by pawnbrokers, 1339-1347. 

Proportion of value usually lent on pledges, 1348 Further evidence as to bonds, 

Useful arrangement that the hours to be kept by pawnbrokers should be’ 

strictly enforced, 1364 -A great many pawnbrokers’ shops are kept in connexion with 

public-houses, 1368 Night-sales are carried on by auctioneers in Belfast, although 

contrary to law, 1373, 1374 Pledges are held over a year, and then sold, 1377 . 

Good arrangement, that all goods should be sold at .the end of a year, and no interest to 

be chargeable for a longer period, 1379-1381 Forfeited goods, almost invariably sold 

in the town, where pawned, 1383 Further evidence as to payment for bonds, 1394 

Witness never heard of any case of a person being fined for having a spirit license as 
well as a pawnbroker’s, 1398. 

[Second Examination.] — Fees demanded by the marshal of Dublin, 1833 Refusal 

of witness to pay them, 1834 Summoned by the marshal, and compelled by magis- 
trates to pay, 1836 Demand of the marshal for money to pay his father’s expenses 

to England, to appear before the Committee, 1838 -Instance of a pawnbroker at 

Belfast who was committed for refusing to give up a stolen coat, 1840 General wish 

0.88. a of 
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Report, 1 838 — continued. 



Jiken, Arthur. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

of the trade that those convicted of such practices should be prevented from continuing 
in the business, 1847. 

Appraisers- Evidence as to appointment of appraisers at Cork, Long 1608. 

See also Grand Jury Secretaries. Town Clerks. Treasurers of Counties. 



Auction Duty: 

1 . Rates thereof ; security for Payment. 

2 . Produce thereof ; evasions of the Excise Laws. 

3 . Propriety of discontinuing the Duty as far as regards forfeited Pledges. 

1. Rates thereof ; security for Payment. 

Excise duty on auctions of plate and farming-stock sixpence in the pound, on other 

things iod., Flaxman 1944 Heavy bonds given as security to Excise by auctioneers, 

for payment of duties, Delvin 1678-1682. 

2 . Produce thereof ; evasions of Excise Laws. 

The whole duty of auctions for the last ten years has not realized 1 1 ,000 1 . per annum, 

Flaxman 1984 With the exception of Dublin, very little auction duty is paid in any 

part of Ireland, Mathews 101-107 The sales must either be conducted by the pawn- 
brokers themselves, or by auctioneers, who pay no duty, Mathews 151-153 Annual 

duty paid by the city marshal’s auctioneer, Bentley 1786-1789— — Articles bought in by 

pawnbrokers pay duty, Bentley ] 803, 1804 Information derived from Air. Flaherty, 

the excise officer of Limerick, and from the pro-collector of Fernioy, as to the small 

return of duty on pawnbrokers’ sales, Haynes 322 In Limerick, the auctioneers do 

not generally make any return to the Excise, Homan 1007-1010- In the Mallow 

district, duties payable on pawnbrokers’ sales are not regularly paid op, Flaxman 1946 

Difficulty of enforcing Excise regulations as to returns of sales, Flaxman 1963- 

1971- Number of separate auctions of pledges in the Mallow district, 1837-38, and 

amount of auction duty paid in, Flaxman 1975 No remedy for frauds committed on 

the revenue at sales, but the constant attendance of an excise officer, which would be a 
most expensive arrangement, Flaxman 2001, 200a. 

3 . Propriety of discontinuing the Duty as far as regards forfeited Pledges. 

Pawnbrokers’ goods should be sold like bankrupts’ stock, free of auction duty, 

Mathews 146 ; Barrington 762 The auction duty is no loss to the pawnbroker, Welsh 

1408 The repeal of the auction duty would be a great advantage to pawnbrokers, and 

a license fee should be paid instead, Long 1600 ; Flaxman 1988 Should be taken off 

as a relief to those driven to pawn their property, Brophy 2404. 



Auctioneers : 

1 . Report of Committee. 

2 . Appointment of Pawnbrokers’ Auctioneers. 

3 . Their Charges. 

4 . In Cork. 

5 . In Dublin. 

6. Papers laid before the Committee. 

1 . Report of Committee. 

Should take out licenses of the same nature as those proposed for pawnbrokers, and to 

be subject to similar disqualifications, Rep. p. xxi No restriction should be imposed in 

Dublin or elsewhere on the number of auctioneers whom the pawnbrokers may employ, 

2. Appointment of Pawnbrokers’ Auctioneers. 



to employ whatever auctioneer they please, ifduly licensed and qualffied^^arioau ~ 

3 . Their 



Defects in the system of appointing auctioneers, Barrington 681, 682 Are appoint* 

.n the country by the Grand Juries, but in many counties there are no regularly appoint* 
auctioneers, Mathews Are seldom appointed by the Grand Jury ; there are one 

two m Belfast; one, Mr. Martin was so appointed m Cork, and the pawnbrokers refus* 

to employ him, Haynes 309; Several persons in the Mallow district exercise the tra* 

of auctioneers, without taking out any license, Flaxman 1953 Should take out s 

annual license, and give security and qualification, Barrington 730-747 Should 1 

persons well acquainted with the trade, Devlin 1686 Should be pawnbroker, and tal 

out license like other auctioneers, Devlin 1686 PawwbrnWc 
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Report, 1 838 — continued. 



Auctioneers : — continued. 



3 . Their Charges. 

Amount of fees to which auctioneers are entitled for sale of unredeemed pledges under 

26 Geo. 3 ; those taken by witness considerably less, Devlin 1634 1W The 

charges of auctioneers swallow up much of the pawnbrokers’ profit, Meale 11 *7 - 

Evidence as to charges of auctioneers for the sale of pledges in Belfast, Dedin 1618 
n nV Pe R Ce f gC ' ged by the * uctloneer for the sale of pledges and of other goods 

Bf^OTgir ^" 8 not fairly remunerated for thdr troub,e ' 

4 . In Cork. 

Number of pawnbrokers’ auctioneers in Cork; no respectable person will undertake the 
business ; plate is sold by two respectable men, Mr. Marsh and Mr. Pennington, Haynes 

323-320- f hose usually employed by pawnbrokers are of good character, but perhaps 

not so rich as others, Long 1592. 1 v 



5 . In Dublin. 

Sums paid by auctioneers to the city marshal and sword-bearer for the privilege of 
selling pledges ; there are four division auctioneers, and the pawnbrokers may select anv 

one of them, Mathews 59-72 They pay the pawnbroker the money for which the 

^oods are sold on the day following the sale, and have to give credit to the purchaser 
Mathews 73 74-— They should not have any interest beyond a fair per-centage on what 

they are selling, Barrington 686 Two-thirds of the purchasers are brokers, who could 

not deal without being allowed credit by the auctioneer, Bentleu 1765-1767 If no 

rent was paid to the city marshal, the commission might be lowered ; there could be no 

objection to the employment of any licensed auctioneer, Bentley 1768,1760 The 

monopoly exercised by the city marshal is not beneficial, Butler 2138-2144 Gross 

profits of the city marshal’s auctioneer in his two sale-rooms, Bentley 1790-1792. 



6. Papers laid before the Committee. 

Return of the amount of money received for goods sold by each of the four pawnbrokers’ 
auctioneers of the city of Dublin, for the years 1832, 1837 respectively; showing the 
amount sold by each in every calendar month during said years respectively, persuant to 
18 section of 28 Geo. 3, c. 49, App.p. 164, 165. 

See also Auctions. Grand Jury Secretaries. Penalties. Town Clerks. Treasurers 
of Counties. 



Auctions: 

1 . Report of Committee. 

2 . Attendance and Competition of Bidders. 

3 . Whether held by Night or not. 

4 . Sule Books, how kept ; their uses and object. 

5 . Practice in particular places. 

1 . Report of Committee. 

Mode of sale by, in Dublin, Galway and Cork : mode of sale showing clearly that the 
interest of the pawnbroker alone is thought of in the arrangement, Rep.' = p. x. 

2 . Attendance and Competition of Bidders. 

In Dublin the forfeited pledges are not put up for sale in such a way as to procure 
bidders ; the plate is never cleaned before it is put up, Mathews 83-86. 100 ; Carr 645, 

646 The public are not parties to the sale, but only a few “ jobbers ” or “ brokers,’’ 

who attend all the auctions, Mathews 87, 88 ; Carr 647 The articles are sold for less 

than the pawnbrokers’ claim upon them .; no. attempt is made to secure any surplus for 

the poor man, Mathews 89-93 The brokers will not buy unless they are certain of 

a large profit, Carr 647, 648 The goods are not exhibited before they are put up to 

sale, Bentley 1780 They are scarcely ever advertised; there is no posting except in 

the auction-room, Carr 649 There is a fair competition ; the pawnbrokers are always 

on the spot to bid, Bentley X778, 1779 The sale does not commence at the time 

specified in the advertisement, unless there is a good attendance of bidders to secure 

competition, Bentley 1785 The places in which they are held in cities are such as 

respectable persons will not enter; they are only attended by jobbers, Haynes 339 , 340 

If persons who have pawned articles attend, the jobbers will not bid against them, 

Haynes 341 , 342 Owners have sometimes bought their articles cheaper than they 

could have released them, Bentley 1 775 In country parts of Ireland are attended by 

bonajide purchasers, Haynes 468. 

0-88. a 2 3 . Whether 
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Report, 1838 — continued. 



Auctions : — continued. 



3 . Whether held by Night or not. 

In Dublin, the time fixed upon for the sales is inconvenient ; they are the only sales 

that take place in the evening, Mathews 94-99 ; Haynes 339, 340 Sales of soft goods 

generally commence at noon, and continue till night ; plate is never sold before nine in 

the evening, Carr 644 Pawnbrokers prefer having plate, watches and books sold at 

night for the convenience of tradesmen who cannot leave their shops in the day, Bentley 

1742 In Limerick, are always conducted by day, Homan 1014 -Are frequently 

carried on at night by auctioneers in Belfast, although contrary to law, Aikin 1373, 1374 

Witness never holds sales at night, although there are some auctioneers who do so 

Devlin 1671 They are generally held by day in the country, Haynes 339, 340. ’ 

4 . Sale Books, how kept ; their uses and object. 

Amendments suggested in the mode of conducting the sales, and making entries thereof 

so as to ascertain what overplus is due to the pledger, Haynes 456; Barrington 739 

In Belfast this is the only mode of ascertaining the amount for which goods are sold 

Aikin 1292 Entries made in the sale-book in Dublin, how checked ; they are open to 

inspection, but very few persons apply, Bentley 1770-1773 The number of the 

duplicate and name of the owner are never entered, Bentley 1774 No entry could 

prevent the pawnbroker from cheating the pledger ; but entering the number of the 

duplicate would be a security, Bentley 1794-1799 The books of the auctioneer contain 

no entries which identify the property sold, the purchasers, or the parties to whom it 
belonged, Carr 639-642. 



5 . Practice in particular Places. 

Belfast : system of purchasing goods at pawnbrokers’ sales, and re-pawning them with 

a profit, pursued to a great extent M‘ Call ! 1144, n 45 Publicity given by witness on 

the four days in the week on which he sells unredeemed pledges, Devlin 1654. 16^7 . 

Galway : Auctions of pledged goods carried on by witness on his own premises Welsh 

li l p7 Mode conducting the auctions of pledged goods, and settlement of accounts 

YtA 1 r 23 R Cork; Regui larity with which all sales of unredeemed pledges are con- 
ducted, Zong i6°6 Mallow : Excise regulations in the Mallow district regularly com- 
plied with, k taxman 1957-1959. ° J 

See also Notices of Sale. Overplus. Plate. Pledges. 



B. 

r ”• 54 na lr iS B f hiS taken much interest in the public 

institutions of Limerick, 653-655 All the laws affecting pawnbrokers are either 

evaded or are totally inoperative, 656 The Barrington Hofpital foundet by witness^ 

family relieved many hundred persons during tile cholera, 657-650— He estebhshed 
L^rae^TheZw, f h \ todS f 1 the h ?P“- *0 correcttlie system of pawn- 

Mb cr J£ f 7 f SW1 be ft- wosherwomen, and Z 

instances given hTwhth I’ r< T, t 7 s “oonsing, 69a Numerous 

^oods,^;^! C *° Qe ^ lle ^ boo^’^^o^offers^facilitieB 11 !)^ ^ihe t dfspoaal S, of°stoien 

have no interest in doing injustice 707->j 1 P n ah ♦ the „ m “ a gers are known to 
portion only of the value of {rticlra, togrther with a ZSed pr °' 

—A charge ought ,0 be made for' duplicates^* no telrert should berequired u~p to 

a certain 
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Barrington, Matthew. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

a certain time, 726-735 Every pawnbroker should have an annual license like a pub- 
lican, and give security, 736-739- Proposed regulations for the sale of forfeited 

pledges, 739-746. 

Auctioneers should be licensed with qualification and security, 747 Inspectors 

should be appointed to examine periodically the books of pawnbrokers and auctioneers, 
7487-; — The sums raised by licenses would pay the inspectors, and leave a surplus for 

charities, 749-752 Notwithstanding the license in Dublin, the business is carried 

on more beneficially to the poor in the country, 753-758 The auctioneer should 

retain any surplus arising from the sale of unredeemed pledges, and pay it to public 

charities, if not applied for, 758-761 The auction duty should be removed : little is 

paid already, 762 Places in which Monts de Piete have been established in Ireland, 

763-766 Expenses of the Limerick establishment, 767-773. 

Barrington , Matthew. Petition of Matthew Barrington, Esq., of the city of Limerick, 
App.p. 227. 

Barrington, Mr. See Limerick Mont de Piete. 

Barrington's Hospital, Limerick. Was founded solely at the expense of the Barrington 
family; it relieved many hundred persons during the cholera, Barrington 657-659. 

See also Limerick Mont de Piete. 

Belfast. Evidence as to pawnbroking trade at Belfast, M'Call 1061, 106a. 1066 ; Aikin 
1247-1398. 

See also Advances. Auctioneers. Auctions. Hours of Business. Monts de Piete. 

Notices of Sale. Overplus. Penalties. Pledges. 

Bentley, Mr., auctioneer, in Dublin. Extract from his evidence given before the Commis- 
sioners for inquiring into the state of Irish Municipal Corporations, App.p. 208. 

Bentley, William Frederick. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Deputy of the Dublin city 

marshal, and auctioneer of forfeited pledges for many years, 1729-1732 Per-ceniage 

charged for the sale of pledges, and for the sale of other goods, 1733-1739 Notices of 

sale are of no use, as so many fictitious names and addresses are given, 1740, 1741 

Pawnbrokers prefer having plate and books sold at night, for the convenience of trades- 
men, who cannot leave their shops in the day, 1742 Amount paid by witness to the 

city marshal for his office ; transactions with Stanley, the late, and Butler, the present, 

marshal, 1743-1758 Pawnbrokers are quite independent of the city marshal, and 

could not be subjected to annoyance by him, 1760, 1761 His necessities induce him 

to make a contract with them, by which they pay less than he may lawfully demand, 

1762 Witness does not get more business by reason of his connexion with the 

marshal; he is principally employed by Roman Catholics, 1763. 

Two-thirds of the purchasers are brokers, who could not deal without being allowed 

credit, 1765-1767- If no rent were paid to the marshal, the commission might be 

lowered ; there could be uo objection to the employment of any licensed auctioneer by 

pawnbrokers, 1768, 1769 Entries made in the sale-book, how checked; they are open 

to inspection, but very few persons apply, 1770-1773 The number of the duplicate and 

name of the owner are never entered, 1774 Owners have sometimes bought their 

articles cheaper than they could release them, 1775 There is a fair competition at the 

auction, 1778 The pawnbrokers are always on the spot to bid, 1779 The goods 

are not exhibited before they are put up to sale, 1780 Some pawnbrokers sell pledges 

without sending them to the auction, 1781, 1782 No one but the owner could com- 
plain, and whenever he does, the pawnbroker compromises with him, 1783, 1784- The 

sales do not commence at the time specified in the advertisement, unless there is a fair 

competition, 1785 Sums paid by witness as auction duty, 1786-1789 Gross profits 

of his two sale-rooms, 1790-1792. 

No entry in the auctioneer’s book can prevent the auctioneer from cheating the pledger; 

but entering the number of the duplicate would be a security, 1794-1799 False 

entries and over-charges in a docket of sale handed to witness, 1800-1802 The articles 

bought in by pawnbrokers pay auction duty, 1803, 1804 Manner in which notices of 

sale should be given by pawnbrokers, 1805-1809 Rates of interest charged by Dublin 

pawnbrokers on is. and is. loans, and for duplicates, 1810-1813 The legal rate 

would compensate them, and they would be satisfied with it, although they have been in 

the habit of charging more, 1814 Proportion between the profit from ticket-money 

and interest, 1815 One-tenth of goods pawned are left for sale, and one-twentieth in 

value; the pawnbroker does not get the principal by the sale, 1816-1818. 

The average profits of Dublin pawnbrokers are less in proportion to the capital engaged 

than those of any other trade, 1819-1822 Their capital is invested more largely in 

loans than in goods for sale; they would not think it a hardship to be prohibited from 
selling goods by retail,- 1823, 1824 The pawnbroker should not be able to charge 

0.88. a 3 interest 
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Report, 1 838 — continued. 



Bentley, William Frederick. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

interest after the forfeiture of the article, which would then be sold more speedily, 1825- 

1828 It is the practice of country dealers to purchase goods from pawnbrokers in 

Dublin, without bringing them to public auction, to a great extent, 1830-1832. 

Bonds. See Dublin City Marshal. Grand Jury Secretaries. Securities. 

Bookkeeping .- 

] . Report of Committee. 

2 . Evidence. 

1. Report of Committee. 

The general power given to magistrates to order the production of books is of very 
little avail, Rep. v. Imperfect description of books kept by pawnbrokers and by auc- 
tioneers of forfeited pledges, Rep. v. Amendment in the present mode of keeping 

auctioneers’ and pawnbrokers’ books suggested, Rep. xv. ^ 0 

2. Evidence. 

Unsatisfactory manner in which books are kept, Haynes 212 Examination as to 

modes of keeping pawnbrokers’ books, Atkin 1262. 1280; Welsh 1453: Lone isoo- 
M'Call 1060. 5 0 

See also Accounts. Auctions, 4. Inspection of Books. 

Bristol. Case of sale of goods at Bristol, in which collusion was practised between the 
pawnbroker and auctioneer, to defraud the pawner. Flaxman 1996. 

Brophy, William. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Pawnbroker, Dublin, 2356 Losses 

sustained by witness, from the marshal’s neglect in serving notices of forfeited pledges 

=379 ^Pawnbrokers at Dublin have a common fund to defend themselves against Inv 

prosecution that may be brought against them, 2386 Extent of subscription entered 

tbe°sJh- P T f b . r h k ' e '. S '? aMi o nd “ “ ny Bl H? whloh m % hl bc brought into the House on 

the subject of their trade, 2389-2393 -Mode of charging interest on small sums at 

Dublin, 2394, 2395— —It would be practicable for Dublin pawnbrokers to give notice of 
ThXrf 7 V saleto a pledger instead of serving notice as at presell, 240 1_ 

The form of duplicate proposed by Mr. M'Call might be adopted, 2402 Extension of 

hours should be allowed j taking the year round, from nine in the morning to seven in the 

:X n |o„T,W P Were ° pe " earlier ’ * hey would afford a ™ d y wle for 

S J 10u f d V: ““/‘ad >“ a newspaper, or on the pawnbroker’s window, 2404 

Auction duty should be taken off, as a relief to those driven to pawn property 2I0I 

Goods under 10s. value should be disposed of according to the Eimbsh Acl’ 2404 

limit /f°" U ] be m eltensi ,°" of P rm lege of lending sums above ill., and 'the period 
trates d in f «e S d% !!+06 77 AU summonses ™ D"blin should be decided by police magis- 
trates, instead of court of conscience, 2406 Pawns should be allowed to be taken in 

to the nature of Ilifmonerto T T f °‘' selli ”%P led g es sh »“M be regulated acSrding 

between Mr. CampbelFand BxaIninatlon as to money transactions 

X^&is'Srt sasr fe 3 r and Ws - id °- is 

of the city of Dnblin since 

formitv with an opinion of the Recorder, 200 ^ 2 mo-IiSaminafi pawn J >rol JJ rs ' j 1 con_ 
thatmadeto Mr. Porter, of Tanderagee, explained no., ^matron as to other charges; 
witness’s return have given securities 2010 ,“’ 0U H 201 b— All the pawnbrokers m 
that new securities shfuld be given when reouimd ■ ch^ 8 *” 11 4 ls / on ,0 . Co,k ’ t0 see 

2024-2062 He never received g ™ ade for registering them, 

receive them only once a year 2063-2074— * the cu . st0 ? 1 of his office to 
returns ; amonntV fees, hw col S J . 4 Z~® e s „ S0 ff me8 recmed fees ««■»« the 
anyinaccuraoies in his return to Parliament ££0^98 ^ agSelT 

his office may be deemed a check uDon conntv 41 Extent to which 

Means taken to give tickets of 

The monopoly he exercises as auctioneer’of forfeited nFedU. 2110-2137 

2144— -The whole business is performed by Mr Bentley hfs not beneficia, » 21 38- 

Negotiations with him respecting the weekly rent uaid for hit j P 21 45-2151 

2192-2210. 2221-2225 -He considert hl ^ffiL f r deputation, 2152-2156. 

corporate duties, 2180-2182 The inter ferprw>P of ih 0 " 6 f ° f ,fe ’ 21 57- 2 l6.i His 

me mteiference of the corporation between him und 

his 
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Butler, John Judkin. (Analysis of his Evidence .) — continued 

the se„es°ha' of Newry, considering his oaice'to be the ^TlilTZ'n cM 
the securities of Bridgef Quin, 

some of the Dublin pawnbrokers an advance of money for the compouncled P payments for 
the fas in BriS>KS^37l^/ 6 . 0f "S 68 -^ 1 — Has *I™y reived 



c. 

t0SUpp0sed mone 3 r transactions between Mr. Campbell and 
Capital. See Duplicates, 3. Profits. 

Carr, Andrew. (Analysis of his Evidence.)-The two greatest evils connected with the 

’ a' 6 ’ *' la * e of , mterest - and the -»» in which auctions are held, 
624-627 Witness has prosecuted a pawnbroker in three cases, for charging- more 
than the legal rate of interest; but the Act does not inflict a penally, 628-634— —The 
Dublin pawnbrokers never place a table of interest in a conspicuous part of their shops 

035 borne of them sell spirits, contrary to the provisions of the Act, 6q6-6i8 - 

Auctioneers books contain no entries which identify the property sold, or the persons to 
whom it is sold or to whom ,t belonged, 639-042— -The sales of soft goods beg“n £ 

noon, but plate is not sold until night, 643, 644 The good, are not shown nnll the 

auctioneer puts them up for sale, 645 The dust and tarnish is not removed, 646 

No one attends but brokers, who will not buy unless they are certain of a larwe profit 

647, 648 ---Auctions are scarcely ever advertised, 649 There is less difficulty now 

than formerly, in getting an account of goods from pawnbrokers, 650-652. * 

Cautioning. System called '• cautioning " in Scotland, i.e. (on pawner paying for a new 
iftn 1%° br ° ker re,,llred t0 wlthhold goods from sale), recommended for Ireland, 

Castle Connell. See Loans. 

Certificates. Returns from the marshal of the city of Dublin of the names and residences 

r t ' n Irel l"r, d Wi ° have lod S ed hi '“ certificates pursuant to an Act 

of the Irish Parliament, 26 Geo. 3, c. 43, s. 40, with dates on which the same were lodged 
respectively, App.p. 147. 163. = 

See also Dublin City Marshal. Securities. 

Churchwardens. See Interest. Penalties. 

Clerks. See Robberies. 

Close, Mr. Reference to evidence given by him before the Commissioners of Poor Laws 

A PP ’ P' ? 45 “T7 Il !- Urn Mr ‘ Close> P awnbroIier > showing the number of tickets and 
amount issued by him each month 1833, App. P • 146. 

Credit. See Auctioneers, 1. Loans. 

Cork. Evidence as to the state of the trade of pawnbrokers at. Long 1480-1608 Return 

of the names of the Cork pawnbrokers, end of their several capitals and number of pawns 
txc., App.p. 220. “ ’ 

See elm Appraiser,. Auctioneers. Auctions. Duplicates. Interest. Licenses. Mont, 
de fiete. Notices of Sale. Securities, Sfc. 

Corporation Commission. Extracts from the Minutes of Evidence taken before the Com- 
missioners of the Irish Municipal Inquiry, on the state of the pawnbroking trade 
generally, App. p .205— —Extracts from the first Report of Commissioners relative to 
the ofnee of marshal of Dublin, and pawnbrokers’ trades, App. p. 140. 

Corporation Commissioners. The evils arising out of the system of pawnbroking, as stated 
m their Report, are still m operation, Mathews 4-13. 

°- 88 ' a 4 County 
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Report, 1838 — continued. 

County Treasurers. See Securities. Treasurers of Counties. 

Cox, Mr. See Campbell, Mr. 

Crolly, Dr. Reference to evidence given by him before the Poor Law Commissioners, 
Jpp. p. 145. 

Cunningham, Adam, town clerk of Carrickfergus. Extracts from the Report of Irish 
Municipal Corporation Commissioners, of his evidence, App.p. 217. 

D. 



Devlin, Mr. Reference to his evidence extracted from Report of Poor Law Commissioners, 
App. pp. 143, 144. 

Devlin, John. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — One of the auctioneers for the county of Antrim, 
1614 Sells pawnbrokers’ pledges which have been forfeited in Belfast, 1615 Evi- 
dence as to charges of auctioneers for the sale of pledges, 1618 Examination of 

witness’s books of sales, 1623 Persons frequently apply for account of sale, and ask 

for surplus, 1624 It might be a prudent arrangement to give notice in the sale-room 

to owners of articles that they might receive surplus from the auctioneer, 1629 

Date of appointment, 1631 Amount of fees under 26 Geo. 3, to which auctioneers 

are entitled; those taken by witness considerably less, 1634, 1635 Charges made by 

witness on sales of goods, 1640 Publicity given to sales by witness on the four days 

per week on which he sells unredeemed pledges, 1654-16.57 When sales are of any 

importance, advertisements are put in the newspapers, 1658 Mode of conducting the 

sale at Belfast, 1659 Witness never knew of any instance of a surplus being refused, 

which was endorsed on the ticket by the auctioneer, 1662 Witness does not hold 

sales at night ; there are others who do so, 1671. 

Auctioneer accountable to the Excise for the duty received on goods sold ; heavy bonds 

given as security, 1678-1682 An auctioneer of pawned goods should be a person well 

acquainted with the trade, 1686 Should be a pawnbroker, and take out a license like 

another auctioneer, 1686— — General suggestions for regulations of sales, 1686-1603 

System called “cautioning” practised in Scotland recommended for Ireland, 1695 

Witness has often had goods to sell at Belfast brought in from other places, 1697 

Plate and other valuable goods should be sold at different times to other property, 1704 

Payment of auctioneers under pawnbroking regulations not sufficient, 1708 

Pawning sometimes carried on on Sunday, 1710 Three or four pawnbrokers in Belfast 

who also keep shops for the sale of spirits, 1711 Pawnbrokers often sell by retail from 

their own shops ; illegality of the practice, 1717-1719 Pawnbrokers in Belfast have 

been frequently fined for illegal practices, but are still in business, 1722—1724. 

Dooley, Timothy, pawnbroker resident in Dublin. Extract from the evidence taken 
before the Commissioners of Irish Corporations, Rep.p. 209. 



Douglas, Archibald. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Inspector and secretary of the Limerick 

Mont de Piete, 473, 474 Funds were raised by debentures bearing interest at six 

per cent. ; amount raised, 482-484. 675,676 Part was paid by persons anxious to 

promote the benevolent objects of Mr. Barrington, and part as a profitable investment, 477 

— — horm of the debenture; by whom signed, 478-481 The whole sum raised is to 

be laid out in loans, 485, 486 The sums expended in building were advanced by 

Mr. Barnngton ; rent that will be paid him, 487-489 Probable expense of increasing 

me building m case tne business should be quadrupled, 490-494 The managers are 

expected to attend weekly, but are very remiss in their attendance, 405-501 Mr. 

Haynes was appointed to manage the practical part of the establishment, at Mr. Bar- 
rington s desire, 505. 



Witness and Mr. Haynes went to Paris to inspect the Mont de Piftfj, 506-408 Kata 

, interest in the two establishments, 509-51 1 The amount advanced in proportion 

to the value ot the goods is the same in both, 513, 5,4 More goods are pawned in the 

S 1 rele “ se<i at m Parts than in Limerick, 515,518 Reasons for filing 

the rate of interest at 20 percent. ; it will probably be reduced to 10 or 12, 517,518 

eapital espemses of management, See. of the Parisian Mont de Pi4t£ ; amount paid to 

S r Thl r re ; s a fund for the purpose of increasing the 

Jo L, }' ^ , Money is raised by billets au porteur, which are bought like shares 

of d!„5t y B p” k . of Flanoe > a "f. arc considered as good a security, 525-529 Number 

W» P ' * Pa ?A r “P on ?'8ilit/ of agents, 530 Estimated expenses in salaries, 

b ° f -l h i eL ‘ menCk M “ i ' P,atf i probable balance that will remain for the 

? ? OSI £ a1 ' 531-574 The capital has been found insufficient ; more will be 

unT?' « !! sufficient by debentures only, 575-594 Most of the loans advanced are 

■ 1 5i L -'J—.ofliol b umber of pledges taken and released in a year ; estimate of 
capital that could be employed, 600-603. J 

pr , U l ent C L aSS i borro ^ ers come to the Mont de Pi4te, who trade with the 
money advanced them, 605-610 Persons pledge articles on Saturday morning until the 



wages 
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Douglas, Archibald. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — continued. 
wages are paid in the evening, and are enabled to buy potatoes and milk at a cheaper 
market, 611-613 Persons come from a great distance, being attracted by Mr. Bar- 
rington’s name, 614 If pawnbrokers were to lower their rate of interest, the Mont de 

Piete would not be much aflected, 615-617 A more close system of inspection of 

pawnbrokers should be devised, 618 -The Mont de Piet6 is a licensed establishment; 

its rules have been registered with the Loan Fund Board, 619, 620. 

Dublin. Unsatisfactory mode of conducting sales in Dublin ; reference to the extracts of 
the evidence of Commissioners of Municipal Inquiry in Appendix, Rep. p. x. Unsa- 

tisfactory manner in which this office has been discharged as regards the pawnbroking 

trade, Rep. p. xii. Number of pawnbrokers therein, Mathews 41 Although licenses 

are confined to Dublin, the business of pawnbroking is not conducted so satisfactorily as 
in the country, Barrington 753-758. 

See also Auction Duty. Auctioneers. Auctions. Duplicates. Excise Office. Interest. 
Notices of Sale. Pledges, Sfc. Sales. 

Dublin City Marshal. His jurisdiction and duties with reference to pawnbrokers’ fees paid 
to him, 8c,c., Mathews 36-55 His salary and city duties; he is elected by the cor- 
poration for life, Mathews 56-58; Butler 2157-2182 Extent to which his office may 

be considered a check upon country pawnbrokers, Butler 2099-2109. 2162-2178 He 

has no control over the pawnbrokers ; his duties are confined to the registering of cer- 
tificates, Marshall 113 Pawnbrokers are quite independent of him, and could not be 

subjected to any annoyance by him, Bentley 1760, 1761 His necessities induce him 

to make a contract with them, by which they pay less than he may lawfully demand, 

Bentley 1762 Uselessness of the marshal as respects pawnbrokers’ bonds ; hardship 

of his fees, Long, 1573-1584 Amount of fees demanded by him, Atkin 1833 

Refusal of witness to pay them ; summoned by the marshal, and compelled by magistrates 

to pay, Atkin 1836 Reasons for his receiving more fees than the Act requires the 

pawnbrokers to pay, Butler 2242-2251. 2275-2281 Cases in which he has been paid 

his fees in advance, Butler 2319-2325 They have always been paid in British cur- 

rency, Butler 2372-2375. 

Sums paid to him by his deputy; negotiations between them, Bentley 1743-1758; 
Butler 2152-2156. 2192-2210. 2221-2225 His deputy is appointed not by the cor- 

poration, but by himself, Butler 2211-2220. 

See also Auctioneers. Certificates. Loans. Long, Mr. Monthly Returns. Newry, 
Seneschal of. Notices of Sale. Penalties. Sales. Securities. 

Dungarvan. Number of pawns in 1837; sums lent and amount charged for tickets, Bar- 
rington 665-668. 

Duplicates : 

1 . Report of Committee. 

2. Size and form thereof. 

3 . Charges that should be made for Duplicates, 

4 . Charges in particular Places. 

1 . Report of Committee. 

Imperfections in the present law, Rep. p. v. Inefficiency of the present duplicates, and 

consequences to pledgers of the practises of the trade in regard to duplicates. Rep. p. vi. 
Improved form of duplicate proposed, Rep. p. xvi. 

2. Size thereof. 

The Act requires duplicates to be on strong paper, and to contain a sufficient specifica- 
tion, but is disregarded, Mathews 127-130 Inconvenience arising from the smallness 

of the tickets used by pawnbrokers; they are easily lost, and there is not room for a 

proper specification, Haynes 228, 229 ; Barrington 675 Should be at least four inches 

square, Homan 1021- A form of duplicate proposed, M'Call 1120 The form of 

duplicate proposed by Mr. M'Cail might be adopted, Brophy 2402. 

3 . Charges that shoubl be made for Duplicates. 

A charge for duplicates is not unfair ; the duty performed requires payment, Bar- 
rington 668 A charge should be made for them, but no interest should be charged up 

to a certain time, Barrington 726-735 — —Pawnbrokers could not make a profit without 
charging for duplicates ; one-third of their capital is lying idle during the six winter 

months, Homan 864, 865. 912 There ought uot to be a higher charge for duplicates 

in proportion to the sum lent; the trouble is not greater; more, however, is charged in 
conformity with the law, Homan 906-911. 1021. 

• 0 . 8 S. - b 4 . Charges 
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Report, 1 838 — continued. 



Duplicates : — continued. 

4 . Charges in particular Places. 

Charges for duplicates in England and Ireland respectively, Mathews 131-133 

In Cork, mode of charging for duplicates. Long 1534 fn Dublin, at the end of twelve 

months, 6 d. interest is charged on the duplicate, Galbraith 788- In Limerick, pawn- 

brokers never charge for the duplicate until the article is redeemed; it is done in other 

places, but is illegal, Homan 850-857 In Lisburn, a penny charged for every thi no- 

above a shilling; a halfpenny under, M'Ca/l 1077 Not so much duplicate money 

collected at this town as at Belfast, M‘Call 1090 Money received for duplicates con- 

stitutes one-third of the profit, il /‘ Call 1 092, 1093. 

See also Interest. Limerick Mont de Piete. Notices of Sale. Slop-tickets. 



E. 



Excise on Auctions. Information derived from Mr. Flaherty, the excise officer, of Limerick 

as to small return of duty on pawnbrokers’ sales, Haynes 322 In Limerick the 

auctioneers do not generally make any return to the excise, Homan 1007-1010 In 

the Mallow district, duties payable on pawnbrokers’ sales are not regularly paid up 
F/axman 1946 Difficulty of enforcing excise regulations as to return of sales, Flax- 



-No remedy for frauds except the constant attendance 0 Fan officer 
^i 0 .^ ex P ensive , arrangement, Flaxman 2001, 2002 Returns to the excise-office from 



man 1903-197 

:xpensi ___ 

Dublin, of pawnbrokers’ sales, App.p. 231. 

F. 



Fallan, James, town clerk, Dundalk. Extract from the Report of Irish Mnnicipal Cor- 
poration Commissioners of his evidence, App.p. 217. “ 

Farming Stock. Auction excise doty on farming stock sixpence in the pound, Flaxman 

1 944 . 

Farrell, Michael, chief constable of police, head-office, Dublin. Extract of his evidence 
from the Report of Commissioners tor Irish Municipal Corporations, App. p. 214. 

Fees. See Dublin City Marshal. 

F "ZTr ‘°"' n r C v rk - .Extracts from the Report of Commissioners of Irish Muni- 

ci pal Corporations of his evidence, App.p. 215. 

Fermoy, Sub-collector of . See Auction Duty. 

Flaherty, Mr. See Auction Duty. 

riaxmaa, Thomas Charles. (Analysis of his Evidence.)_Clerk of the Excise district of 
1 W’“ Anct,0 “ “Cise duty on plate and farming-stock 6 d. in the pound • 
upon all other things lorf., 1944 Duty payable from pawnbrokers' sales not retru’ 

Sr" T ™ ys in revenueisdeframkrF 

any So£e P o'-oI'Le” tl,sl " e ‘. e “ r ?is< i the trade of auctioneers without taking out 
1Q-7-I0-0— — lliffich ? in Mallow as to sales regularly complied with, 

auctions of pledges iu the Mallow district, ,838, alrd amouMof action df St 

1101 “1 ■»■«»«■ -7 

by^umiLfS'TostmSr a The wh f Vr° P awnkr °kers, instead of raising money 

rinsed ...SSJ: SSTE t-j-™ h-.-** 

the former more stringent on pawn brokers ^TaQo—CoL . . r ‘ 1S J W ' th £ enlll ,‘ e!; 
which collusion was practised between fb'p nilnWi of sale of goods at Bristol, in 

revenue. tQti6 wCs7s,,n™ 1 “ P j ler antl auctioneer to defraud the 

contract in the Mallow district P %u8~M°oth B er are E ,° M by l 1 f w, ’ brokers b y private 
small value as those which me sold bvn^vnbr l °” S i rc htld for S°“ ds ° f such 

milted on revenue at sales, except the P attendauce S 'of°an'i NO re ?’. ed y ^r frauds com- 
expensive arrangement, 2001,2002. °* ° ffic ’ whlc b will be a most 

Forfeited Goods. See Auctions. Pledges. 

to deter persons from committing it, Pep. p. xi. ’ precautions may be invented 



Galbraith, Robert. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Wa 
pawnbroker in Dublin, 77.5-779 It is the genera 



e 'ght years clerk to Mr. Eades, a 
usage to charge interest for sums 
below 
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Galbraith, Robert . (Analysis of his Evidence.)— continued. 
below I ' 784— -Two-pence was charged for sums under os.; r d. interest and , d f„r 

tpSctf^®’ 7 e " d f tWe ' Ve m0ntl ’ S - Si ■ 5 c t“ d d *n' t t 

dupl.cate, /So- Tile overplus on sales was sometimes returned to the owSer • some 
times the sum for which an article was sold could not be ascertained, eSc 
are often sold m the shop without being sent to the auction-room, ntloo~vZ„ 
brokers sometimes send them to the auction as a matter of form, and buy them in 8on- 
rwTfn q w complaints are made that no notices of sale are given 80? 806— 

Case at the Henry-street police-office, 807 Plate is frequently Seeded wi 4 c^ 

and armorial bearings upon it, 807-811 Examination of ?he entries in a pawnbrokers 

book, manner in which the overplus, arising out of a sale, is ascertained, 8^7^832. ' 

Galway. Evidence as to state of pawnbrokers at, Welsh 1399-1 488. 

See also Advances. Auctions . Monts de Piitl 

^Xpoo^t.Stl^?” ‘ 1,e 5 “ bUrbS ° f " hBre <• — ~T onerous 

Grand Juries. See Auctioneers, i. 

Grand Jury Secretaries. Return from each of the Grand Jury Secretaries in Ireland of 
f ?“ Peisous appointed appraisers and auctioneers in Ireland! 
to “ 4 , kave Iodged bonds 10 their ofhee and have taken the oath appointed 

Skf Z 7 i S l?os PaSS6d “ the Wsh " c, 43 



H. 

Ba Ju 7 l’er%%\f 5 e? e!faSl ' Esamination concerning his registry by the city marshal, 

^Slont inViSnV (A ” a ' y v'f of his EvidenceJ-Conductor of Mr. Barrington’s 

!r« 180 1 41 L a T k ’ 7 W l s a puwubroker, and connected with pawnbrokers, 

r«n B 1 ge ,' ’“ ,erest , 1B *? ten b f pawnbrokers than is permitted by the statute, 

Jfd— Extraets from the interest-book of Mr. Eades, a pawnbrokel in Dublin 

for ne 4 Si e „”; e „ S h mtere!t f ol ! ar g= g . a " d made, 166-cn There is no penaltj 

tor neglecting to hang up a table of interest; the pawnbrokers in the towns of Ireland 

KmS ^S and'd so >. 2ia - 2! 9 — T,,ere ,s no reason why the rate of interest should 

pjv t 1 T . and tlla ‘ 1 m England, 220-2-23 Rate of interest charged by the Mont 

nes* Gf ,^S nCk a i n f m t,ll ° lai ! d ’ 22 4-227 Inconvenience arising from the small- 
ness of the tickets used by pawnbrokers, 228, 229 The Mont de Piele lends a smaller 

sum, in proportion to the value of the article, than other pawnbrokers, and the owner is 

It 1 > maki "S 30 per cent, upon the capitS 

employed, -48 There will be a surplus applicable to charitable purposes, 249. P 

Many huxters in Limerick pawn their bed-clothes in the morning, release them at night 

r - C K Up0 V he ? r ° fitS ° f the m ° ney lent ’ 2 5 ° The people ha?e more confidence in § the 

establishment, as being connected with Mr. Barrington’s name, 251 If all the articles 

pledged were now sold, the establishment would sustain no loss, 256-258- As vet there 

has been no auction ; the owner of each article could be served with notice, 25C1-261 

J£ ken t0 i pre n ent the , of stolen goods, 262 Any surplus that may 

remain after a sale will go to the benefit of Barrington’s Hospital, 263-267- Goods are 

not sold at the end of six months; many receive injury after that time, 272-276 No 

charo-e is made for stop-tickets^ 277-283 Charges of pawnbrokers, and cost of magis- 

trates fees for siop-tickets in Dublin; they are a great tax upon the poor, 284-291-- 
Precautions taken by pawnbrokers to prevent frauds, when they have given a second 

ticket for the same article, 292, 293 They ought to receive some remuneration for the 

trouble of stop-tickets, 295. 

Notices of sale are quite useless, and are never served ; they only impose another tax 
upon the poor, 296-303 — -The pawnbroker could not state the time of sale when the 
article is pledged, 304— — The object of all the machinery of the law respecting auctions 
is to give any surpms arising from the sale of articles to Ihe owner, but is ineffectual, 306 

313 In Limerick the pawnbrokers sell articles by private sale, 314-318 They 

0 ten make false entries, to avoid paying the surplus to the owner, 319-321- — —No auc- 
tion-duty is paid in Limerick and Fennoy, 32a Number of pawnbrokers’ auctioneers 

m L-ork; no respectable person will undertake the business, 323, 324—— Plate is sold by 
different auctioneers; the pawnbrokers take off the original tickets, in order that the 
auctioneer may not know the number of persons to whom it belongs, 325-334 Penal- 
ties ought to be paid cither entirely or one-half to the informer, 335, 336 In Cork the 

pawnbrokers watched each other, in order to enforce the penalties, 337 Churchwardens 

never recover penalties, 338. 

^ - Auctions 
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Haynes, John William Hobbs. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

Auctions are held by day in the country, at night in Dublin, 339 Jobbers only 

attend them ; they are held in places in which respectable persons will not enter, 339, 

340 If persons who have pawned articles attend, the jobbers will not bid against 

them, 341, 342 In the small towns, goods are often sold privately before the time for 

redeeming them is expired, 343 Expense of a summons in such a case ; difficulty of 

proving the fact, 346-3.51 The books are not kept as the Act directs, and pawnbrokers 

frequently refuse permission to inspect them, 352-356 The hours of business prescribed 

in the Act are disregarded, but ought to be enforced, 361-365 There is no fine for 

taking goods from persons in a state of intoxication, 366, 367. 

[Second Examination.] — Establishment of the Mont de Piete at Limerick, 370, 371 

Duties of the cash clerk, check clerks, valuators, day-book and other clerks, 37a- 

394 Their salaries, 395-402 System of checks adopted; detailed account of the 

process through which each article passes, 403-414 The establishment is not account- 

able for accidents by fire or burglary, but is insured, and takes every precaution, 416-419 

Pawnbrokers suffer greatly from robberies by their clerks ; manner in which they are 

effected, 420-423 They do not understand a proper system of checks, 424-427 

Calculation of sums saved by the poor on 1 s. loans, by the rate of interest adopted at the 

Mont de Piete in six weeks, 428 In one day, 444 Probable saving, if the same 

interest were charged by all other pawnbrokers, 429, 430 In country places, goods are 

sold on credit, at prices greatly exceeding the market-price, 435-443 The Mont de 

Piete does not attempt to compete with pawnbrokers by advancing nearly the value of the 
goods, 446-452. 

Rate of interest in England and Ireland compared, 453 -455 Amendments in the law 

suggested, 456 Hardship and inutility of notices of sale; proposed substitute, 457- 

461 Comparative rate of interest on 20s. loans charged by the Mont de Piete, and by 

pawnbrokers, 462-464 The establishment is on the same plan as the Paris Mont de 

Piete, 465 There are no private pawnbrokers in Paris ; the business is done by out- 
door agents of the establishment, 466, 467 In country parts of Ireland the sales are 

atteuded by bond fide purchasers, 468 Income of the Limerick Mont de Piete, 469- 

472. 



Haynes, Mr. Was appointed to manage the practical part of the Limerick Mont de Piete, 
at Mr. Barrington’s desire, Douglas 505. 



Homan, Edward. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Pawnbroker at Limerick deputed by the 

rest of the trade to explain to the committee the nature of their business, 833-839 ■ 

Before the Mont de Piet6 was established, there were 27 pawnbrokers ; there are now 

only 17 or 18, 840-848 Some of them have reduced the rate of interest, 849 

None of them have ever charged more interest than the law allows, nor for the duplicate 

until the pledge is redeemed, 849-857 They give a larger sum, in proportion to the 

value of the pledge, than the Mont de Pi6t6, which is a convenience to the poor, 859, 
, 0 *nduces them not to redeem their pledges : they sometimes buy them for less 

than the sum advanced, 861 Causes of the preference given to the Mont de Piel6, 

r j m “Pawnbrokers could not make a profit without charging for duplicates : one- 

third of their capital is lying idle for the six winter months, 864-865 Pawning takes 

place in Limerick to buy necessaries, and not for the purposes of drinking : pawnbrokers 
will not advance money likely to be spent in dissipation, 866, 867. 913-924. 



The returns of the city marshal are incorrect : although the fees were always taken, 

the returns were not required to be made until within the last two years, 868-893 

»oot witness s securities are dead: no inquiries have been made concerning them, 

094-098— —Entries m witness’s book examined, 899-905 There ought not to be 

E hl - h , er char =? l0 , r duplicates in proportion to the sum lent : the trouble is not greater : 

more however is charged m conformity with the law, 906-911 A pawnbroker could 

not make a profit if he only received a farthing on sums under 2 s., 912 One pawn- 

broker in Limerick sells spirits, and another is engaged in a distillery, 914-921 Time 

ih* Whnh. , hard l n< ! S ° ft S °°i s are usualI y ke Pt: in some cases interest is charged for 

SvInS no 6 ’ notat ! oth f s > 922, 933 Proportion of the value of articles usually 

1 u The Char f es found m the interest books of Dublin pawnbrokers 

produced by Mr. Haynes are exorbitant, 939. 1 

i; 1 * reduCed lhe rate °» f intoest *° that of tl,e Limerick Mont de PititS 
® | ‘7 t busm ? ss > 940,94! — -Manner in which the fees were divided between 

to the s.le “ 4 J T rS , 5 ' 946 Mea,,s taken “> F™ ““‘ice *0 Paries P re ™us 

ion h eraed r f! edses - 9+7-861 Most of ‘rie g°°& arefcarried to the 

auction room, but some of them cannot be disposed of, and are privately sold, 952-956 

Persons sometimes come after the sale of their goods, and cliim a surplus; 9 67,1 5 8 

new articles of greet value are unredeemed, 960 Very little plate is sold by public 

of Te piedg^r 9 64474 S0 ” e ^ h “ kei> ‘ ”“ Ch ° f U at ,he desi ' e 



Witness 
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Homan, Edward. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

Witness returns the overplus on sales to about 24 persons each year : how far his books 

will show the sums to which they are entitled, 975-1006 the auctioneers do not 

generally make any return of duty to the Excise, 1007-1010 The unredeemed pledges 

are considered the pawnbroker’s property; they seldom produce more than the sum 

advanced, j 01 1-1013 All the sales in Limerick are conducted by day, 1014 

Interest made by witness on his capital, 1015-1019. 1022-1024 Amendments sug- 

gested in the law by witness representing the opinions of others, 1020, 1021. 1025-1031 
Case of two widows in Limerick carrying on business in the names of their hus- 
bands without any fresh license, 1032-1036 The rate of interest would be more 

generally known if marked on the back of the duplicate, 1037-1042. 

Homan, Mr. Witness has heard the details of Mr. Homan’s plan, and approves of all his 

amendments, Welsh 1451 Witness does not fully approve of all Mr. Homan’s plan 

for alteration of pawnbrokers’ laws, Long 1499. 

Hours of Business. Pawnbrokers are liable to a penalty for beginning business before ten 
o’clock, but they do not attend to the law : there is no necessity for keeping the shop 

shut after eight in the morning, Mathews 155 Should be prolonged from nine till five 

in winter, and from nine till seven in the summer, Homan 1021 Extension of hours 

should be allowed, taking the year round, from nine in the morning till seven in the 

evening, Brophy 2403 If pawnbrokers are allowed to open shops early, they would 

afford a ready sale for stolen goods, Brophy 2404 The object of the law in restricting 

the hours of business is to give time to trace stolen goods ; these regulations are dis- 
regarded by pawnbrokers, and ought to be enforced, Haynes 361-365 ; Barrington 703 
~ — In Belfast many pawnbrokers do not keep the proper hours of business, which is 

injurious to those who do. Shields 1859, i860 All pawnbrokers should be compelled 

to keep the same hours, Aikin 1364; Welsh 1410; Sullivan 1895. 

Hutton, Mr. See Limerick Mont de PietL 

lluxters, (Limerick.) Many huxters pawn their bed-clothes at the Mont de Piete in the 
morning, release them at night, and live upon the profits of the money borrowed, Haynes 

250. 

I. 

Inspection and control of Pawnbrokers. Committee cannot recommend any plan for the 
appointment of any officers for that purpose, Rep. p. xxi. 

Inspection of Books. Pawnbrokers books are only open to the inspection of those who 
have pawned goods, and then only as far as relates to the particular articles, Mathews 

137-141 The books are not kept as the Act directs, and pawnbrokers frequently 

refuse permission to inspect them, flaynes 352-356 Pawnbrokers should be obliged 

to produce their books on demand before magistrates and inspectors, Haynes 456 

There is less difficulty now than there was formerly in getting from pawnbrokers on 
account of goods sold, in consequence of the publicity that^has been given to the system, 

Carr 650-652 Annual inspection of the accounts, &c., of pawnbrokers would be 

useful, Aikin 1256. 

Inspectors. Many pawnbrokers are anxious to be subject to the inspection of some 

accredited office, Mathews 125 Should be appointed to watch both auctioneers and 

pawnbrokers, and examine their books ; duties which they should have to perform, 
Haynes 456 ; Barrington 748. 

Inter est : 

1 . Report of Committee. 

2 . In England and Ireland compared. 

3 . Illegal Interest exacted in Ireland. 

4 . Mode of charging and Rate of Charge in particular Places. 

5 . Time for which Interest should be charged. 

6 . Tables of Interest, whether hung up in Shops. 

1 . Report of Committee. 

High scale of pawnbrokers’ interest, and the overcharge above the rate which is allowed 

by law, Rep. p. vii. Scale of interest charged in some towns much higher than in others, 

Rep.p. viii. The Act directs a table of interest to be hung up in every shop, a regu- 

lation rarely complied with. Rep. p. ix. 

2 . In England and Ireland compared. 

Rate of interest charged by pawnbrokers under the Irish Act ; it is higher than in 

England, Mathews 76, 77 In England and Ireland compared, Haynes 453-4 55 

They are liable to penalties if they charge an illegal rate of interest, which go to the church - 

0.88. b 3 wardens 
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Interest — 2 . In England and Ireland compared— continued. 

wardens for the benefit of the poor, Mathews 78 79 Rates charged by the Mont de 

P &eat Limerick and in England compared, Hayaes W 5 ?— ™' e ' s no reason 
why the rate should be higher in Ireland than in England, Haynes 220-223— dn many 
cases the scale of charges m Ireland more adyantageous to the pledger than in England, 
M‘Call 1102. 



3 . Illegal Interest exacted in Ireland. 

The maximum rate allowed by the Irish Act is generally the minimum actually 

charged Mathews 140-144 A pawnbroker may charge whatever interest he pleases . 

there is no penalty lor disobeying the law; in Dublin there is the grossest extortion, 
Hames 169-165'; Carr 608-634; Barrington 670-674-— -Extracts from the interest- 
book of Mr Eades, a pawnbroker in Dublin, furnished by Ills clerk, Mr. Galbraith, 
showing the rates of interest charged and the profits made, /&y»es 166-011— The 
charges found in the books of Dublin pawnbrokers produced by Mr. Haynes are exorbitant, 

Homan craq An illegal rate of interest is charged universally in Dublin, Barrington 

5. !_67S— -Examination as to legality of pawnbrokers charges as to interest, Aikm 
1307-1318. 



4 . Moth of charging, and Rate of Charge in particular Places. 

In Cork practice of pawnbrokers in charging interest on the duplicate of articles on 

which as. is advanced, Sullivan 1869-1885 Mode of charging interest by witness on 

pledges of various amounts, Long 1512 In Dublin rates ot interest charged by pawn- 

brokers on a s. and 1 s. loans, and for duplicares thereon ; the legal rate would satisfy them, 

although they have been in the habit of charging more, Bentley 1814 Mode of charging 

interest on small sums at Dublin, Brophy 2394-239® [ Bee , als0 su P m ’ - u “ 

the general usace to charge interest lor sums under 2s., viz. id. interest and l a. 

for the ticket, Galbraith 785, 786 In Limerick, comparative rates charged by the 

Monts de Pi6te at Paris and Limerick, Douglas 509-511 Reasons for fixing the rate 

higher in the latter; probable reductions that may he effected, Douglas 517, 518 

Calculation of sums saved by the poor on 1 s. loans by the rate of interest adopted 

at the Limerick Mont de Piete in six weeks, Haynes 428 In one day, Haynes 444 

Probable saving if the same interest were charged by all other pawnbrokers, Haynes 

429, 430 Comparative rate of interest on 20s. loans charged by the Mont de Piete 

and’ by pawnbrokers Haynes 462-464 Some of the Limerick pawnbrokers have 

reduced their interest ; some of them even charged more than the law allows, Homan 

849-857 They have got more business by reducing the interest, Homan 940, 941 

In Lisburn considerably lower than at Belfast, M'Call 107a. 



5 . Time for which Interest should be charged. 

Should not be charged after the forfeiture of the article; this regulation would induce 

a more speedy sale, Bentley 1825-1828 Wo interest should be charged on articles 

after they have been 15 months in pawn, Sullivan 1893 Should be allowed to be 

charged for any time that pawners desire their goods to be retained, Long 1500 

Should be allowed to run on for a period after that prescribed for sale of goods, in order 
to give pawnbrokers the choice of a market. Long 1605. 

6. Tables of Interest , whether hung up in Shops. 

Every pawnbroker is directed to hang up a table of interest in a conspicuous part of his 

shop, but this regulation is seldom complied with, Mathews 80-82 ; Barrington 703 

There is no penalty for neglecting to hang up this table; the pawnbrokers in the towns 
of Ireland never hang it up ; result of a meeting at Cork upon the subject, Haynes 212- 

219 In Dublin tables are never hung up, Can • 635 Witness has notice of the 

rates of interest hung up in his shop in Galway, Welsh 1414— — The rate of interest would 
he more generally known if marked on the back of the duplicate, Homan 1037-1042. 

See also Advances. Duplicates. Limerick Mont de Piete. 

Intoxication. There is no fine in the Irish Act for receiving goods from persons in a state of 
intoxication ; they are never taken at the Limerick Mont de Piete, but when refused, are 

immediately pledged at the nearest shop, Haynes 366, 367 The practice is common 

in Ireland, and should be prohibited as in the English Act, Barrington 677-680 In 

Limerick pawning does not take place for the purpose of drinking ; pawnbrokers will not 
advance money likely to be spent in dissipation, Homan 866, 867. 913-924. 



J. 

Joynt, William. A pawnbroker of Limerick, died several years ago, and his widow is carry- 
ing on his business without any license, Iloman 1032-1036. 



L. 

Lehan, S. Reference to evidence given by him before the Poor Law Commissioners, 
App. p. 145. 

Licenses: 
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Licenses : 

1. Report of Committee. 

2 . Defects of present System; proposed Improvements. 

3. Charge that should he made for Licenses. 

1. Report of Committee. 

Defective state of the present system ; proposed arrangements ; to be withdrawn, if 
persons have been three times convicted of offences against the law, Rep. p. xxi. 

2 . Defects of present System ; proposed Improvements. 

Evil consequences of the present mode of granting licenses, M'Call 1051 With the 

exception of Dublin, there is no system of licensing pawnbrokers in Ireland, Mathews 14, 

15 In Dublin an annual license is granted by the head magistrate at the office of 

police, Mathews 35 Cost of the license ; in one case only was a license withheld, and 

the Court of King’s Bench affirmed the right of the magistrates to withhold it, Mathews 

37-39 Necessity of improving the system of licensing pawnbrokers, Barrington 692; 

M‘Call\05<2. Every pawnbroker should have an annual license like a publican, and 

give security, Barrington 736-739 The license should be renewable on proof of good 

conduct, for which he should pay a moderate sum, Mathcios 117-123 It should be 

granted by the Government, and not by corporations, Mathews 147-150 Should be 

granted with security, and taken away for any improper conduct on the third offence, with 

a right of appeal to the sessions or assizes, Homan 1021 Terms under which licenses 

should be granted, M‘Call 1068 A pawnbroker convicted of acting wilfully in opposi- 
tion to the law should be refused a license, Sullivan 1894 The sums chavged for pawn- 

brokers’ and auctioneers’ licenses should pay inspectors, and leave a surplus for charities, 

Barrington 749-752 Difference of opinion among the trade at Belfast as to licensing, 

Aikin 1252 Pawnbrokers at Galway are willing that the trade should be subject to 

regulations ; generality would with pleasure concur in a licensing system, Welsh 1405. 

3. Charge that should be made for Licenses. 

A 50 1 . license would not prevent many persons from engaging in the trade, as they 
must have a large capital, Mathews 146 A 50/. license would keep the trade respect- 
able, Shields 1861-1864 The license might be from 40Z. to 50 Long 1600-1603 — - — 

Sums that should be charged in Limerick and Cork, Homan 1028, 1029. 

See also Auctioneers. Dublin. 

Limerick. The pawnbrokers have been more cautious in their mode of conducting business 
since the establishment of the Montde Piet6, Barrington 661-663 Number of pawn- 

brokers before and since the establishment of the Mont de Piete, Homan 840-848. 

See also Advances. Auction Duty. Auctions. Interest. Intoxication. Licenses. 

Limerick Mont de Piete : 

1. Report and Evidence. 

2 . Papers laid before the Committee. 

1. Report and Evidence. 

Established by Mr. Barrington, Rep.p. ii. No charge made for duplicate, Rep.p. vi. 

Was established to assist the funds of Barrington’s Hospital, and to correct the system 

of pawnbroking, Barrington, 660 Is a licensed establishment; its rules have been. 

registered with the Loan Fund Board, and certified by Mr. Hutton the barrister, Douglas 
619, 620. 

Its annual income, Haynes 469. 472 Estimated expenses in salaries, house-rent, &c.; 

probable balance that will remain for the benefit of Barrington’s hospital, Douglas 531-574 

Estimated income and expenditure, Barrington 767-773 Funds were raised by 

debentures, bearing interest at 6 l. per cent. ; amount raised ; by whom subscribed ; form 

of debenture, Douglas 475-481 The whole is to be laid out in loans ; the sums 

expended in building were advanced by Mr. Barrington ; rent that will be paid ; probable 
expense of increasing the building if the business should be quadrupled, Douglas 485- 

494 Insufficiency of the capital; debentures alone will not raise as much as is 

required, Douglas 578-594 Most of the loans advanced are under 5 s. ; number of 

pledges taken and released in a year; estimate of capital that could be employed, 
Douglas 595-603. 

Is making 30 l. per cent, on the capital employed by reason of the rapid release of 

pledges, Haynes 248 There will shortly be a surplus applicable to charitable purposes, 

Haynes 249 If all the articles already pledged were now sold, the establishment 

would sustain no loss, Haynes 256-258 As yet there has been no sale; the owner of 

each article could be served with notice, Haynes 259— 261 Any surplus that may 

remain after a sale, will be applied to the benefit of Barrington’s hospital, Haynes 263-267. 

0.88. b 4 Establishment : 
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Limerick Mont de Piete: — 1. Report of Evidence— continued. 

Establishment: duties of the cash clerk, check clerks, valuators, day-book and other 

clerks ; their salaries, Haynes 370-402 System of checks adopted ; detailed account 

of the process through which each article passes, Haynes 403-414 Is not accountable 

for accident by fire or burglary, but is insured, and takes every precaution, Haynes 41 6- 

419 Names of some of the board of directors, their duties; they are expected to 

attend the board weekly, but are very remiss in their attendance, Douglas 495-501. 

The most prudent class of persons come there; some pledge articles on Saturday morn- 
ing until the wages are paid in the evening, and are enabled to buy potatoes and milk at 

a cheaper market, Douglas 611-613 Persons come from a great distance, being 

attracted by Mr. Barrington’s name, Douglas, 614 The people have more confidence 

in the establishment, as being connected with Mr. Barrington’s name, Haynes 251 

Is preferred by the poor to pawnbrokers, as the managers are known to have no interest in 
doing injustice, Barrington 707-710 Is preferred because no charge is made for du- 

plicates, and because Mr. Barrington’s name assists it, Homan 863. 

2. Papers laid before the Committee. 

Bye-laws, with rules and regulations for the government of the Montde Piete, or 
charitable pawn-office, in Limerick, as revised and approved by the consulting barrister 
of the Loan Fund Board, Dublin Castle, in terms of Act 6 & 7 Will. 4, App. p. 218-223. 

Tables showing the difference between the interest charged by pawnbrokers in England 
and Ireland, together with the charges made at the Mont de Piete, Limerick, a charitable 
pawn-office, established by Matthew Barrington, Esq., for the support of Barrington’s 
Hospital, App. p. 223-226. 

See also Advances. Interest. Intoxication. Releases. Stolen Goods. 

LindUy, George. Extracts from his evidence given before the Commissioners for Irish 
Municipal Inquiry, App. p. 206. 

Lisburn. Evidence as to the state of the pawnbroking business at, M‘Call 1043-1245. 

See also Duplicates. Interest. 



Loans: 

1. Report of Committee. 

2. Evidence. 

3. Papers laid before the Committee. 

1 . Report of Committee. 

Observations on the law restricting the loans of pawnbrokers to 10/., Rep. p. xv. 
Recommendation of the Committee that pawnbrokers should in future be allowed to 
make loans on pledges to any amount desired, subject to proposed regulations, Rep.p. xxii. 

2. Evidence. 



Pawnbrokers should be allowed to lend sums above 10 1 . to one person at one 
time, at a certain rate of interest, Homan 1021 Extract from a letter to Mr. Barring- 

ton on a pernicious system of loans to the poor adopted at Castle Connell, Haynes 431- 
434 In country places goods are sold on credit at prices greatly exceeding the market 
price, by winch means more than the legal interest on loans is realized : interest charged 
by farmers on potatoes, Haynes 435-443. 



3. Papers laid before the Committee. 

Return of the number of returns made by the city marshal of Dublin to Parliament of 
sums lent by pawnbrokers ,n Ireland for each of the last lo years respectively, pursuant 
to 41st section of 26 Geo. 3, c. 43, App. p. 147-163. 

0t i»^ mmbe ' ° f SU ,” S lent by each pawnbroker in Ireland for each of the 
years 1830-1837, pursuant to the 41st section of e6 Geo. 3, c. 43, App. p. 147-163. 

t0 t!fe Sh”Li A ”d y?i ! ° f b ’ s Evidence.) Pawnbroker in Cork, 1489 Chairman of 

Com^ttee ^olf!!.w 7 : 1493 ; Deputed by the pawnbrokers to represent them to the 

tioTs lloo ' 49 k^r SS 2° e m I ’ 0t f “»y,*PP™<= of Mr. Homan’s proposed regula- 
interis 4 ?f 9 ^T P b a erS s \ 0 “ ld not feced to sell goods, and cease to charge 

for mrol ,s o h f s P W 8 the “ S° ods to be re tained, 1500 Frequent application 

Wi,„3. . , V n ? , ; take . t0 s “PP° se the the case at Cork, 1504^506— 

■/ b °o k -k“pmgi .examination of his books, 1509 Midi of charg- 

^LeL’s sale hri, tne r S ' Ifi1 / Of charging for duplicates, 1534 Examination of 

TsTars shoes and Ke f uni ? dee . ,neii pledges, 1540^1557 Witness sells such articles 

s ’ im8, im ~ ] E,idence as to cbarges 

the ™ arshal Of Dublin as respects pawnbrokers’ bond; hardships of his 
tees, 1573-1564 r Amount of capital employed by witness, 1 585— —Amount of profit, 

jalley 
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Long, William. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — continued. 

after deducting expenses, about 9 \l. per cent., j 587 Auctioneers usually employed 

by pawnbrokers of good character not so rich as others, 1592 It would be a great 

advantage if the auction duty was done away with, and a license-fee paid instead, 1600 

Amount of license might be about 40 1. or 50/., 1601-1603 — —Goods should be 

classed, and sold according to their nature from 6 months to 15 months, 1604 Interest 

should be allowed to run for a month or two after time prescribed for sale, in order to 

give the pawnbroker a choice of a market, 1605 Regularity with which sales are 

conducted at Cork, 1606 Evidence as to appointment of appraisers at Cork, 1608. 

Long, Mr. of Corlt. Letter addressed to him by the Dublin city marshal ; object of that 
officer in writing it, Butler 2226, 2227. 2348-2351. 

Lynch, Philip, Peace-officer of head office, Dublin. Extracts from evidence taken before 
the Commissioners for Irish Municipal Corporations, App. p. 212. 

M. 

M'Call, Hugh. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Pawnbroker, residing at Lisburn, 1043 

Well acquainted with the trade in the north of Ireland, 1045 Desirous of seeing the 

trade put under better regulations, 1048 Evil consequences of the present mode 0 f 

granting licenses, 1051, 1052 Evidence as to necessity of sale-books, 1060-1064 

Practicability of preventing pawnbrokers engaging in retail trade, 1065 Profits 

of pawnbrokers’ trade legitimately arise from releasing goods and receiving interest, 1067 

Qualities which should entitle a person to a license to act as pawnbroker, 1068 

The rates of interest at Lisburn considerably lower than at Belfast, 1072 Mode of 

charging for duplicates, 1077 Length of time pledges remain in hand, 1084, 1085 

Evidence as to duplicate-money at Lisburn, which constitutes about one-third of 

the profit, 1092, 1093 In many cases the scale of charges in Ireland more advan- 

tageous to the pledger than in England, 1 1 02. 

Rates of interest charged generally in Ireland, 1110 Case of a woman who had 

pawned her gown to a grocer, 1110 Mode in which usurious interest is often charged, 

1113 System pursued at Glasgow, where usury is carried on in a manner very onerous 

to the poor, 1116 Advantage to the poor of writing on the duplicate the day on 

which o-oods are become liable to be sold as forfeited, 1120 Evidence as to books 

kept by witness, 1123-1136. 

System of purchasing goods at pawnbrokers’ sales, and re-pawning them with a profit, 

pursued to a great extent at Belfast, 1 144, 1145 -With a license on each pawnbroker, 

there would be very little reduction in the rate of interest, 1149 Constant cases of 

overcharge made by persons employed by those who wish to redeem their goods, 1152 
Class of persons who pawn most are of a respectable class, 1 155. 

Auctioneers’ charges are very heavy on sales, 1156— —Time which goods, accord- 
ing to their nature, should be kept unsold by pawnbrokers, 1166-1173 Proposed 
arrangements as to notices of sales, and sales, 1176-1179 The general charges at 
the Mont de Piet<3 at Limerick would not remunerate the pawnbroker; the interest is 

the usual charge, 1180 Evidence as to the mode of valuation by the Mont de Piete, 

1181-1188 Recommendation that real security should be demanded from pawn- 
brokers, instead of the nominal security now allowed, 1 193 Examination as to entries 

in witness’s books, 1195-1227 -Proposed form of new duplicate, and enforcement of 

painting the legal rates of interest in each shop recommended, 1 245. 

M' Cannae, John. Reference to the evidence given by him before the Commissioners for 
Poor Laws Inquiry, App. p. 145- 

M‘Intee, Hugh, auctioneer. Extracts from his evidence, as given before the Commissioners 
of Corporation Inquiry, Rep. p. 210. 

M'Namara, Thomas, auctioneer and pawnbroker. Extracts from evidence given by him 
before the Commissioners of Irish Corporation Inquiry, App. p. ail. 

Mallow Excise District. See Auction Duty. Auctions. 

Marshal of Dublin. See Dublin Marshal. 

Marsh, Mr. See Auctioneers, 4. 

Martin, Mr. See Auctioneers, 2. 

Mathews, George. (Analysis of his Evidence)— Has been six years in the Chief Secretary’s 

office, Dublin, j, 2 Secretary of Central Loan Fund Board, 3- The grievances 

arising out of the pawnbroking system, as stated in the Corporation Commissioners 

Report, still exist, 4-13 There is no licensing, except in Dublin, 14,15 By j the 

Irish Act, 26 Geo. 3, c. 43, securities are required from pawnbrokers, which are lodged 
with the town-clerk or county treasurer, who give certificates, 16-19 There are certain 

0.88. « , smiU 
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Mathews, George. (Analysis of bis Evidence)— continued. 

small penalties formal-practices recoverable by churchwardens, but are never sued for, 

20-26- Many pawnbrokers are carrying on business without having lodged securities, 

Q7 2 8 Persons avarieved may maintain actions against pawnbrokers, 29-32 I n 

Dublin, an annual license is granted by the head magistrate at the office ot police, 35 

Jurisdiction and duties of the marshal of the city, 36— -There has been one case 

only in which the license was withheld, and the Court of King s Bench affirmed the right 

of the magistrates to withhold it, 37-39 This affords n0 protection to the poor in 

Dublin, 40. 

Duties of the city marshal ; fees paid to him and pawnbrokers, 42,43 He has to 

serve notices to persons who have pawned their goods previous to the sale, 44-47 

These notices are scarcely ever served on the parties who are in the habit of giving 

fictitious addresses, 48, 49 The fees to the marshal are charged against the article, 

and are borne by the pledger, 50-54 Fees charged by him, 55- His salary and 

city duties, 56-58 Sums paid by auctioneers to the city marshal and sword-bearer 

for the privilege of selling the pledges, 59-67 There are four division auctioneers, 

and the pawnbrokers may select any one of them, 68-72 Th e y p a y the pawnbrokers 

the money for which the goods are sold on the day following the sale, 73, 74 Rate 

of interest charged by the Irish Act, 76, 77 A pawnbroker is liable to penalties if 

he charges an illegal rate of interest, which go to the churchwardens for the benefit of 

the poor, 78, 79 He is directed to hang, up the table of interest in his shop, but this 

regulation is seldom complied with, 80-82. 

The goods are not put up at auctions for the sale of pledges in such a way as to pro- 
cure bidders, 83-86 The public are not parties to the sale, but a few “jobbers” or 

brokers who attend all the auctions, 87, 88 The articles are sold for less than the 

pawnbrokers' claim upon them, 89, 90 No attempt is made to secure any surplus for 

the poor man, 91-93 The time fixed upon for the sale is inconvenient ; they are the 

only sales that take place in the evening, 94-99 The plate is never cleaned, but is 

put up in the same state as when first pledged, 100 With the exception of Dublin, 

very little auction duty is paid in any part of Ireland, 101-107 * n the country 

pawned articles are believed to he sold surreptitiously, 108, 109 It appears from 

returns of the chief constable of police that pawnbrokers are carrying on business who 
have not lodged securities with the city marshal, 1 10-1 12. 

The city marshal has no control over the pawnbrokers; his duties are confined to the 

registering of certificates, 113 He is supposed to prepare an abstract of monthly 

returns of pawnbrokers, and lay them before Parliament, but lie lias never done so ; 

there is no advantage in such returns, 113-116 Every pawnbroker should have an 

annual license, renewable on proof of good conduct, for which he should pay a moderate 

sum, 117-123 Pawnbrokers are anxious to be subject to the inspection of some 

officer, and that the monthly returns should not be continued, 124, 125. 134-136 

And that no one should carry on the business without a solvent security, 126 They 

desire that duplicates should contain more information: present practice explained, 127- 
130 Charges for duplicates in England and Ireland respectively, 131—133. 

Pawnbrokers’ books are only open to the inspection of those who have pawned goods 

137-141 The maximum rate of interest allowed by the Act is generally the minimum 

actually charged, 142-144 The more respectable pawnbrokers wish to free them- 
selves from the imputations which attach to their trade, 145 A 50 l. license would 

not prevent many from engaging in business, as they must have a large capital, 146 

Pawnbrokers’ goods shouLd be sold, like bankrupts’ stock, free of auction duty, 146 

Licenses should be granted by the Government, and not by corporations, 147-150 

No auction duty is paid on pledges sold in the country ; the sales are conducted 

either by the pawnbrokers or by auctioneers who pay no duty, 151-153 Amount of 

penalties to which pawnbrokers are liable, 154, 155. 

May, Sir Stephen. Reference to evidence given by him before the Poor Law Commissioners, 
App. p. 144. 

Monthly Returns. The Dublin city marshal is supposed to prepare an abstract of monthly 
returns of pawnbrokers, and lay them before Parliament, which he has never done ; there is 

no use in such returns, Mathews 113—116 The pawnbrokers are anxious to be relieved 

from the duty of transmitting monthly returns, Mathews 125, 126 The returns of the 

city marshal are incorrect ; although fees were always taken, the returns were not required 
to be made until within the last two years, Homan 868-893 — —Manner in which the 

fees are divided between the town-clerk and city marshal, Homan 946 Witness never 

sent returns to the city marshal more than once a year ; fees paid by him, Sullivan 1901- 

1904 It has always been the custom of the city marshal’s office to receive them only 

once a year, Butler 2063-2074 Pees were sometimes received without the returns ; 

amount of fees; how collected, Butler 2075-2089. 2192-2199 Examination of inac- 
curacies in the city marshal’s return to Parliament, Butler 2282-2318 Inaccuracies 

or omissions in the Returns for Belfast, Dundalk, Waterford and Wexford, Butler 2361- 
2367. 
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See also Dublin City Marshal. 

Monts de PietL Places in Ireland in which such institutions are established or contem- 
plated, viz., Belfast, Cork, Galway, Tandaragee, Thurles and You°iial, Barrington 
763-766. 0 0 ’ 

See also Limerick Mont de Piete. Paris Mont de Piete. 

N. 

Newry, Seneschal of. Certificates of securities having been entered into by pawnbrokers, 
were received from him by the city marshal, his office being tantamount to that of towii 
clerk, Butler 2265-2274. 

Night Sales. See Auctions, 2. 

Notices of Sale: 

1 . Report of Committee. 

2 . Practice in Dublin and other Places. 

3 . More convenient modes recommended. 

4 . Papers laid before the Committee. 

1 . Report of Committee. 

Insufficiency of the present notices of sale of forfeited pledges, and the unsatisfactory 
nature of the sale, as far as the interests of the pledgers are concerned, Rep. p. ix. 

2 . Practice in Dublin and other Places. 

It is the duty of the city marshal in Dublin to serve notices to persons who have 
pawned goods previous to the sale, for which he is paid by the pawnbrokers, Mathews 

44-47 These notices are scarcely ever served on the parties, who are in the habit of 

giving fictitious addresses, Mathetos 48, 49; Bentley 1741 Fees paid to the marshal; 

they are charged against the article to be sold, and are borne by the pledger, Mathews 

50-55 Means taken by the city marshal to give notices of sale in Dublin ; degree of 

their utility as a check upon pawnbrokers, Butler 21 10-2137 Complaints are frequently 

made of notice not being given ; case at the Henry-street police office, Dublin, Galbraith 

805-807 Losses sustained by witness from the marshal’s neglect in serving notices of 

forfeited pledges, Brophy 2379 Are quite useless ; they only operate as an additional 

tax upon the poor, Haynes 296-303 They are only required to be given in Dublin, 

and there the law is evaded, Barrington 690, 691. 

In Belfast advertisements are always put in the newspapers when sales of any im- 
portance are coming on, Devlin 1658 Means taken by the pawnbrokers in Limerick 

to give notice to parties by bills of appraisement, Homan 947-951 In Cork it is not 

the general custom to serve notices of sale, Sullivan 1912. 

3 . More convenient modes recommended. 

There would be no objection to writing on the back of the duplicate the day on which 

the sale will take place, Shields 1865, 1 866 ; Atkin 1306 The pawnbroker could not 

state the time of sale when the article is pledged, Haynes 304 It would be practicable 

to give notice of the precise day of sale, Brophy 2401 Form of duplicate proposed, 

on which should be inserted the day on which goods would become liable to sale, M‘Call 

1120 Whatever notice of sale is put on the ticket should be complied with, M'Cail 

1175 Should be given by advertisement and handbills posted on the pawnbroker’s 

window ; the duplicate should contain the time at which it would be lawful lor the pawn- 
broker to sell, Bentley 1805-1809 Should be inserted in a newspaper or on shop- 

windows, Brophy 2404 Sales ought to be advertised and posted on the pawnbroker’s 

window one month previous to sale, Homan 1021 Notice should be given in the sale- 
rooms, Devlin 1629 It would be a great relief to pawnbrokers if they might ring a 

bell, and put up a bill stating the day of sale, Haynes 457-461. 

4 . Papers laid before the Committee. 

Return of the number of notices of sales served by the marshal of the city of Dublin, 
or by persons employed by him, in the years 1832-1837 respectively, together with the 
amount of fees received by him for such services during said years, agreeably to an Act 
passed in the Parliament of Ireland, 28 Geo. 3. c. 49. s. 14., App.p. 166 - 169 - 

See also Auctions. Dublin City Marshal. 

o. 

Oaths. Preferable to affirmations with penalties; more stringent on pawnbrokers, Flaxman 
1990 . 

0.88, d Overplus: 
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Overplus: 

1. Report of Committee. 

2. Generally. 

3. In particular Places. 

1. Report of Committee. 

Difficulties of ascertaining the amount, owing to the manner in which books are kept. 

Rep. p. v. Insufficiency of the present notices of sale of forfeited pledges, and the 

unsatisfactory nature of the sale as far as the interests of pledgers in the overplus is con- 
cerned, Rep. p. ix. Difficulty which the pledger finds in recovering any overplus 

which may be obtained on the sale of his goods, after satisfying the lawful charges of 

the pawnbrokers, Rep. p. x. Proposed arrangements as to restitution of the overplus 

after sale, Rep. p. xx. 

2 . Generally. 

The object of all the machinery of auctions is to give any surplus to the owner, but it is 

ineffectual, Haynes 306-313 Pawnbrokers often make false entries in their books to 

avoid paying any surplus to the owner, Haynes 319-321 The poor very seldom receive 

any overplus, Barrington 683-685 Is sometimes returned to the owner in Dublin, but 

the sum for which an article is sold cannot be always ascertained, Galbraith 789-794 

Manner in which the overplus is calculated from a pawnbroker's book, Galbraith 817- 

832 ; Homan 987-1006 It can only be ascertained from the auctioneer’s book, Ailtin 

1292 Pawnbrokers should be obliged to return the overplus, if demanded, within one 

year after the sale, in case the money lent be 5s. or over, Homan 1021 There is not 

a sufficient check on pawnbrokers with respect to the overplus ; it should be left in the 

hands of the auctioneer, Sullivan 1919-1923 The profits of the pawnbroker upon the 

overplus of sales aie very small in Cork, Sullivan 1929-1933 The overplus on sales 

should be lodged by the auctioneer in a hank for the benefit of the owner, and if not 
claimed within a certain time, be forfeited to the Loan Fund Board, or other public cha- 
rities, Haynes 456; Bairington 758-761. 

3. In particular Places. 

Jn Belfast, evidence as to surplus payments after pledges have been sold by auction, 

Aikin 1321-1338 Persons frequently apply for account of sale, and ask for any surplus, 

Devlin 1624 The overplus has never been refused which was endorsed on the ticket 

of the auctioneer, Devlin 1662 In Cork, frequent applications are made for the sur- 
plus produced by sales of goods, Long 1504-1506 The pawnbrokers take off the 

original tickets when they send plate to be sold by the auctioneer, and put on private 
tickets, so as to conceal the persons to whom it belonged, in case there should be a sur- 
plus, Haynes 326-334 In Galway, pledgers continually apply for the surplus of sales, 

Welsh 1416 In Limerick, extent to which the overplus is returned to the owners, Ho- 

man 957 ~ 95 & 5 978-987 1° Lisburn, pledgers often call for any surplus which may be 

due from the sale of the pledge, but there is not very frequently any to be had, M'Call 
1122,1141,1142. 

See also Auctions. Interest. Pledges. 

P. 

Paris Mont de Piete. Account of capital, expenses of management, amount paid to 
public charities, Stc. furnished by Monsieur Lafitte, the director-general of the establish- 
ment, Douglas 519-522- There is a reserved fund for the purpose of increasing 

the capital ; money is raised by billets au porteur, which are bought like shares in the 

Royal Bank of France, and are considered as good a security, Douglas 525-529 There 

is only one establishment at Paris conducted by several out-door agents ; there are no 

private pawnbrokers, Haynes 466, 467 Number of depots: responsibility of agents, 

Douglas 530. 

See also Advances. Interest, 4. Limerick Mont de Piete. 

Pawnbrokers. All the laws affecting them are either evaded, or are totally inoperative, 

Barrington 656- -They should all be embodied into one Act, Barrinoton 664- 

Reasons for subjecting pawnbrokers to regulations which are not applied to other trades, 

Harrington 668, 669 In Dublin have a common fund to defend themselves against 

any prosecutions that may be brought against them, Brophij 2386 Extent of sub- 

scription entered into by pawnbrokers to attend to any Bill which might be introduced on 

the subject of their trade, Brophy 2389-2393 In Cork they desire such alterations in 

ihe law as will make the trade respectable, Sullivan 1896. 

See also Certificates. Cork. Inspection and control of Pawnbrokers. Treasurers of 
Counties. 

Pawnbrokers’ Books, See Accounts. Book-keeping. Inspection of Books. 

Pawnbroking. 
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Pawnbrolcing. If properly conducted, is of the greatest service to the poor, Barrinston 
704-706; M‘Call 11 jg. 0 

Penalties : 

1 . Report of Committee. 

2 . Evidence, 

3 . Papers laid before the Committee. 

1 . Report of Committee. 

Evasion of penalties and inutility of the present system of giving security, Rep. p. xi. 
Penalties should be made payable to the informer, and should be capable of mitiga- 
tion ; magistrates should be empowered to dispose of cases summarily, Rep.p. xxi. 

2 . Evidence. 

Certain small penalties are recoverable from pawnbrokers for malpractices by church- 
wardens for the benefit of the poor, but are never sued for, Mathews 20-26. 78, 79 ; 

Haynes 338 Highest penalties to which they are liable, Mathews 154 Mr. 

Edward Pennefather gave his opinion that penalties in one part of the Pawnbrokers' 

Act are repealed in another, Haynes 330 Ought to be paid either entirely, or one- 

half to the informer, Haynes 335,336 They should not be less than 40 s., nor more 

than 10Z., one-half to the informer, the other to some charitable institution, Homan 1021 

In Cork the pawnbrokers watched each other in order to enforce the penalties, Haynes 

327 Pawnbrokers in Belfast have been frequently fined for illegal practices, but are 

still in business, Devlin 1722-1724. 

3 . Papers laid before the Committee. 

Return of the number and amount of penalties imposed during the years 1832-1837, 
on any pawnbroker who neglected to transmit to the marshal of Dublin the monthly 
abstract of accounts as required, pursuant to the 426 section of 26 Geo. 3. c. 43. App. 

p. 147-163 Return of the number and amount of penalties imposed during the years 

1832-1837, on any auctioneers who neglected to transmit to the marshal of Dublin 
such accounts and monthly returns as are required, pursuant to the 18th sect, of 
28 Geo. 3. c. 49., App.p. 169. 

Pennefather, Mr. Edward. See Penalties. 

Pennington, Mr. See Auctioneers, 4. 

Plate. Plate and valuable goods should be sold at different times to other property, when 

sold as unredeemed pledges, Delvin 1704 Is seldom sold by public auction in 

Limerick, Homan 964-974- 

See also Auction Duty. Auctions. Stolen Goods. 



Pledges : 

1 . Report of Committee. 

2 . Practice of selling unredeemed Pledges privately. 

3 . How long retained before the Sale. 



1 . Report of Committee. 

General statement that the pawnbrokers lose considerably by the average sale of for- 
feited pledges, owing to the amount originally advanced, Rep. p. vm -Necessity of 

keeping pledges for a period specified by law'. Rep. p. xiv — —Time of keeping pledges 10 
be arranged between the pawnbroker and the pledger ; minimum period, three months, 
Rep. p. xxii Mode of sale of forfeited pledges, Rep. p. xx. 



2 . Practice of selling unredeemed Pledges privately. 

Ttis believed that in country places pawned articles are sold privately, Mathews 108, 

109 In the small towns, goods are often sold privately before the tune for redeeming 

them is expired, Haynes 343 Expense of a summons in such a case; difficulty of 

proving the fact, Haynes 346-351 It is the practice of country dealers to purchase 

goods from pawnbrokers in Dublin, without bringing them to public auction, Bentley 

1830-1832 Witness has often had goods to sell at Belfast, brought in from other 

places, Devlin 1 697. 

In Belfast pawnbrokers often sell by retail from their own shops ; illegality of the prac- 
tice, Devlin 1717-1719 In Cork plate is always sold by witness by private contract, 

and some other articles occasionally, Sullivan 1913-1918 -Pawnbrokers frequently 

buy them in at the auction, and sell them in their shops, where they fetch a better 
. price, Sullivan 1934-1940. 

Witness sells such articles as hats, shoes and boots, &c. at his own shop, but no others 
Lone 1558 In Dublin goods are often sold in the shop, without being sent to the 

„ 00 ft 2 aucuou- 
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Pledges : — 2 . Practice of selling unredeemed Pledges privately — continued, 
auction-room, and are sometimes sent as a matter of form, and bought in by the pawn- 
broker, Galbraith 801-804 Some pawnbrokers in Dublin self pledges privately" 

none but the owner could complain, and if he does, the pawnbroker compromises with 

him, Bentley 1781-1784 In Limerick most of the goods are carried to the auction- 

room, but some of them cannot be disposed of, and are privately sold, Haynes 314-0!$ . 

Homan 952-956 In Mallow, witness considers that many goods are sold by pawn ’ 

brokers by private contract, Flaxman 1998 Traders should not be allowed under 

any new regulations to sell goods; they should be invariably obliged to take their 

goods to auction, Aikin 1304-1319- There should be a permission to dispose of 

goods of small value according to the English practice, Brophy 2404 The lower 

description of pledges should be forfeited at the end of a certain time, without going 

through the auction-room, Sullivan 1891, 1892 The sale should not be forced if 

the pawners desire their goods to be retained. Long 1500 Unredeemed pledo- es are 

generally considered as the auctioneer’s property ; they seldom produce more than the 

sum advanced, Homan 1011-1013 All pledges on which less than 5s. has been lent 

—?oT d * emed f ° r 12 m ° nths ’ 0Ught t0 be the sole P ro P ert y of the auctioneer,’ 

3 . How long retained before the Sale. 

Pawnbrokers should not be allowed to sell them within a year, nor to charge more than 

15 months interest upon them, Homan 1021 Time for which hard and soft goods are 

usually kept in Limerick ; in some cases interest is charged for the whole time, in others is 
remitted Homan 922. 933-— Witness has many pledges in hand for four years, but the 
principal part are released in 12 months, M'Call 1084,1085 Time which goods of 

InnH U \ deS M 1 K ,10n M Sh0U l d he , ke P l unsold ty pawnbrokers, M‘Call 1166-1173 —All 

goods should be sold at the end of a year, and no interest be chargeable for a longer period 

A ikm ! 1379-1381 Goods should be classed, and unredeemed pledges should be sold’ 

according to their nature, at periods varying from six to fifteen iLtfs, Long 1604— 

pawLt B^ g 4o 9 geS reg " lated a “° rdins 10 ,he nature ° f ,he P r °P“‘y 

S ‘sat° iTuasef’ 1 ^ A “ climcm - At ' clio ’ ls - Duplicates. Interest. Notices of 

ployed ? b y witness bis trade at Cork, after deducting expenses, is aboElfl £ “K! 

“. r £°2 a 5 «7!n8. E ' ide " Ce “ l ° the am<ram ° f fees V him to the city 
Public houses. See Spirits, Sale of. 

Qu,„, Bridget, of Team. Examination relative to her securities, Butler 2326-2335. 

Corporation* ^om^s^oner^of’hi^evfdence^App. 0 ,.. “’ e “P 0 ' 4 ° f Irish Municipal 

*‘ Wick Mont de KU. 
Pans Mont de Piete than at the Limenck esIablishmTTn 5 released at ni ght at the 

in proof that it is the interest of a * L 5 ’ 5 . 516 Instances 

Sullivan 1927, ig 2 8 In Dubli^one-tpn^? 5 ? VC P j dges ^leased rather than sold, 

one-twentieth in value; the pawnbroker "does not g0ods P awned are J eft for sale, and 

sale, Bentley 1816-1818 -The profits ofthpn-* , °'J er l , he Pjmcipal advanced by the 

ment of goods and the payment of interes^Vta/? \ ^L ers trade arises from the release- 
See also Advances. Limerick Mont de Piete. 

Rem Sale, Goods are sometimes soid by retail in disregard of the penalties of the law. 
See also Pledges , 1. 

P bSt;in^^^^ » ~H as being in the pawn- 

ln retail trade, M'Call !o65— — The ^ of , P r , e ' ent ! n ? pawnbrokers engaging 

loans than in goods for sale; they could nnt ? aw ”^ r °k®rs is invested more largely in 
selling goods by retail, Bentley 1823, 1824 b ’ n k U * bards ^’P to prohibited from 
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Returns. See Monthly Returns. Pledges. 

Robberies. Pawnbrokers suffer greatly from robberies by their clerks ; mode in which thev 
are effected ; a proper system of checks is not adopted ; case of Mr. Thornton, at Cork- 
robbed by a clerk named Robert Mayne, Haynes 420-427. ' 



Roe, Deborah A tin, of Ballinasloe. Explanations concerning her securities 
as pawnbroker; fees paid, &c., Butler 2252-2264. 



and certificate 



Sale Books. See Auctions. 

Saks. Return from the marshal of the city of Dublin of returns made by him to Parliament 
of amount of goods sold by pawnbrokers’ auctioneers in Ireland for each of the last 10 

years respectively, pursuant to the 18th section of 28 Geo. 3, c. 49, App.p 166-168 

Returns to the Excise-office from Dublin of pawnbrokers’ sales, App. p. 231. 

See also Auctions. Auctioneers. Fraudulent Sales. Notices of Sale. 

Saturday Nights. Pawns should be allowed to be taken in late on Saturday niehts as 
a convenience to the poor, Homan 1021 ; Brophy 2408. 



Securities : 

1 . Report of Committee. 

2 . Neglect or Evasions of the Law relating to Pawnbrokers' Securities. 

3 . Improvements necessary. 

1 . Report of Committee. 

Evasion of penalties and inutility of the present system of giving securities by pawn- 
brokers, Rep.p.x i. 

2 . Neglect or evasion of the Law relating to Pawnbrokers’ Securities. 

Securities required to be given by pawnbrokers under the Irish Act 16 Geo. 3, c. 43 ; 

they are lodged with the town clerk or county treasurer, who give certificates, which are 

forwarded to the marshal of the city of Dublin, Mathews 16-19 Many pawnbrokers 

are carrying on business without having lodged any security, Mathews 27, 28 It 

appears, from returns of the chief constable of police, that pawnbrokers are carrying on 

business, who have not lodged securities, Mathews 110-112 Many pawnbrokers in 

Cork have carried on business for years without the marshal’s certificate, Sidlivan 1905- 
1910 — — Number of pawnbrokers in Belfast, Ennis, Kilrush, Lisburn and Tralee, who 

have never lodged any bonds as required by the Act, Barrington 693-700 When 

bonds are entered into, they are scarcely ever renewed, Barrington 701-703 No 

inquiries are made as to whether the securities are living or not, Homan 894-898 All 

the pawnbrokers in the city marshal’s return have given securities; charges made for 

registering them, Butler 2019-2062 Examination as to particular entries in his return, 

and the securities of the parties referred to, Butler 2252-2264. 2326-2335. 2352- 
2360. 

3 . Improvements necessary. 

Many pawnbrokers desire that none should carry on the business without a solvent 
security, respecting whom inquiry should be made each year on the renewal of the 

license, Mathews 126 Proper security should be taken from every person wishing to 

be licensed as a pawnbroker, M‘Call, 1068 Recommendation that real security 

should be taken in lieu of the present nominal security, M‘Call 1 193. 

See also Dublin City Marshal. Licenses. Town Clerks. Treasurers of Counties. 

Shields, James, pawnbroker. Extracts of his evidence as given before the Irish Municipal 
Corporation Commissioners, App.p. 217. 

Shields, Thomas. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Pawnbroker at Belfast, 1848, 1849 

Amount paid in fees on entering business; sums since paid to the city marshal, 1851— 

1858- Pawnbrokers in Belfast do not keep the hours prescribed by law, which is 

injurious to those who do, 1859,1860 A 50/. license should be granted to pawn- 
brokers, which would keep the trade respectable, 1861-1864 There would be no 

objection to writing the day on which the sale of an article will lake place on the back 
of the duplicate, 1865-1866. 

Smith, Samuel, pawnbroker. Extracts from the evidence given by him before the Commis- 
sioners of Inquiry into Irish Municipal Corporations, App.p. 213. 

Spirits, Sale of. In Belfast, a great many pawnbrokers’ shops are kept in connexion with 

public-houses, Devlin 1711 ; Aikin 1368 Witness never heard of any case of a person 

being fined for having a spirit license as well as a pawnbroker’s, Aikin 1398 In Dublin, 

some pawnbrokers sell spirits contrary to the Act ; Michael Nolan, a pawnbroker, sells 

°-88. d 3 spirits 
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Spirits, Sale of — continued. 

spirits in a separate shop, Carr 636-638 Cases of pawnbrokers taking out licenses to 

sell spirits in the names of relatives, Barrington 677 In Limerick, names of pawn- 

brokers engaged in the sale of spirits, Homan 914-921. 

See also Intoxication. 



Stolen Goods. Pawnbroker’s day-book would become an important document in tracing 
stolen goods, if the police could examine it with confidence, Rep.p.v. — -Some pawnbrokers 
in the constant habit of receiving stolen goods; instance of a pawnbroker at Belfast who 
bad been imprisoned for receiving stolen goods, but allowed to continue in business 

Rep p. xiii. The law directs no goods from washerwomen, nor plate with crests, to be 

received, but is commonly disregarded, Barrington 676 In Dublin, plate is commonly 

received with armorial bearings, Galbraith 807-811 In Cork, the pawnbrokers have 

been very vigilant in stopping stolen goods, and have acted as a kind of police, Sullivan 
1897-1900 Precautions taken at the Limerick Mont de Piete to prevent the recep- 
tion of stolen goods, Haynes 262 Instance of the committal of a pawnbroker at 

Belfast for refusing to give up a stolen coat, Aikin 1840 General wish of the trade 

that those convicted of such practices should be prevented from continuing in the busi- 
ness, Aikin 1847. 

See also Hours of Business. 

Stop-tickets. Charges made by pawnbrokers for stop-tickets when duplicates are lost 

Haynes 229- They are entitled to some remuneration for the trouble, Haynes 295 

No charge is made for stop-tickets by the Mont de Pieie at Limerick, Haynes 277-283 
— — Charges of pawnbrokers in Dublin, and cost of magistrates’ fees ; they are a great 

tax upon the poor, Haynes 284-291 Precautions taken by pawnbrokers to prevent, 

frauds when they have given a second ticket for the same articles, Haynes 292, 293 
It is not the custom to charge for them in Cork, Sullivan 1911. 

See also Duplicates. 



Sullivan, Cornelius. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Has been 10 years a pawnbroker at Cork, 

1867, 1868 Practice of pawnbrokers in Cork in charging interest on the duplicate of 

articles on which 2s. is advanced, 1869-1885 The same practice does not exist in 

Limerick and other towns, 1886 The lower description of pledges should be for- 

feited at the end of a certain time without going through the auction-room, 1891, 1892 

No interest should be charged after they have been 15 months in pawn, 1893 

A pawnbroker convicted of acting wilfully in opposition to the law should be refused a 

license, 1894 All pawnbrokers should be compelled to keep the same hours, 1805 

The pawnbrokers of Cork desire such alterations of the law as will make their trade more 
respectable, 1896 They have been very vigilant in stopping stolen goods, 1897-1900. 

Witness never sent returns to the city marshal more than once a year; fees paid by 
lum, 1901-1904 He was carrying on business for some years without the marshal’s 

certificate; so were many others, 1905-1910 It is not usual to charge for stop-tickets 

in Ooik, 1911 It is not the general custom to serve notices of sale, 1012 Witness 

always sells plate by private contract, and some other articles occasionally, 1013-1018 
———He has often returned the overplus; there is not a sufficient check upon pawn- 
brokers m this respect; the overplus should be left in the hands of the auctioneer, 1919- 

3923— —bums paid to the auctioneer, 1925-1927 Instance to show that it is the 

interest of a pawnbroker to have pledges released rather than sold, 1027, 1028 The 

Jn 0 ^«f n U t P r the f . 0Verpl f a , i ; e 1 very - Sra ? 11 ? 1 9 2 9 -1 933 Pawnbrokers frequently buy in 

“ the,rsh °P s ' >934- 938— Articles ail mih biter 



Summonses (Dublin). All summonses in Dublin should be decided 
instead 0 1 by courts of couscieuce, Brophy 2406. 



by police magistrates. 



Sunday Pawning. Pawning sometimes carried on on a Sunday at Belfast, Devlin 1710. 
Sword-bearer (Dublin). See Auctioneers. 



T. 

Tables of Interest. See Interest, 6 . 
Tundaragee. See Monts de Piit'e. 



Taxation. Taxation on the business of pawnbrokers should be removed, Pert. p. xxi. 

hade Key p ’Sii tode ‘ S Hlble m E “S lai “ l and Ireland not complaitfecf of by the 



J ™nquiiy r ' t0 eV ' dence S'™ ^ him before thc Commissioners of Poor Law 

Thurles. See Monts de Pictc. 



Tickets. See Duplicates. Stop-tickets. 



■ Town 
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Town Clerks. Returns from the town-clerks of the city of Dublin, of the names and resi- 
dences of all pawnbrokers in the city of Dublin, or within three miles thereof, who have 
lodged bonds with them, together with the names, residences and occupations of their 
sureties, pursuant to an Act passed in the Irish Parliament, in 28 Geo. 3, c. 49, s. 21, 
and the dates of each of such bonds : also, of the number of, and names of, pawnbrokers 
in the city of Dublin, or within three miles thereof, who have taken the necessary oath 
before the commissioners of police, and have lodged said oath with such town clerk, 
pursuant to the said section of said Act, App. p. 169-171. 

Returns from each of the town clerks of cities and towns in Ireland, of the names and 
residences of all pawnbrokers who have lodged bonds in his office, with the names, 
residences and occupations of the securities named in such bonds, pursuant to Act passed 
in the Irish Parliament, in the 26 Geo. 3, c. 43, s. 14 : of the names and residences 
of all appraisers, valuators or auctioneers who have lodged bonds in his office, stating 
the names, residences and occupations of their sureties, and the date of bonds, pursuant 
to 31st section of said Act, App.p. 186-198. 

See also Securities. 

Treasurers of Counties. Returns from each of the treasurers of counties in Ireland, of the 
names and residences of all pawnbrokers who have lodged bonds in his office, and the 
names, residences and occupations of the securities named in such bonds, with the dates 
of such bonds, pursuant to Act passed in the Parliament of Ireland, 26 Geo. 3, c. 43, 
s. 14: of the names and residences of all appraisers, valuators or auctioneers, who have 
lodged bonds in his office, stating the names, residences and occupations of their sureties, 
and'the date of bonds, pursuant to the 31st section of the said Act, Jpp. p. 171-186. 

U. 

Usurp. Mode in which usurious charges are made by parties on promissory notes of small 
amount in Ireland, M'Call 1113- 



Washerwomen. See Stolen Goods. 

Welsh, James. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Pawnbrokers in Galway, 1399— —Pawnbrokers 

willing that the trade should be subject to regulations, 1404 Generality would with 

pleasure concur in a licensing system, 1405 Witness considers the duty paid at auctions 

no loss, 1408 Pawnbrokers should be compelled to keep the hours appointed by law, 

1410 Witness has notice hung up in his shop of the rates of interest, 1414 Pledgers 

continually apply for the surplus of sales, 1416 Auctions always carried on on witness’s 

premises, 1419 Mode of conducting the auction and settling accounts, 1423 

Witness usully lends about one-half, or less, of the value on goods, 1438 Witness 

has heard the plan of Mr. Homan, and approves of all his amendments, 1451 

Evidence as to mode of book-keeping adopted by witness ; keeps no releasing-book, 

1453 Cost of bonds ; difference of expense at Galway and Limerick, 1473-1476 

Increased number of pawnbrokers in Galway, 1476-1478. 

Whitecroft, John, pawnbroker. Extract from Report of Irish Municipal Corporation Com- 
missioners of evidence given before them, App.p. 214. 

Williamson, John. Reference to the evidence given by him before the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, App. p. 145. 



Youghall. See Monts de Piet L 



Y. 
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